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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 

Incorporators  and  -Lite  lumbers. 


Annual  itothtg,  fHau  7 tf),  1900. 


The  thirteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporators 
and  Life  Members  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institu- 
tion for  the  Blind,  duly  called  in  accordance  with  the 
By-Laws,  was  held  at  the  Institution  this  afternoon,  at 
2:30  o’clock. 

Those  present  were  Bev.  J.  T.  McCrory,  D.  D.,  Rev. 
J.  G.  Brown,  D.  D.,  Dr.  J.  A.  Lippincott,  and  George  W. 
Dil worth,  Esq.,  charter  members;  Mr.  Finley  H.  Lloyd, 
life  member ; Mr.  W.  L.  Abbott,  Director,  and  H.  B. 
Jacobs,  Superintendent. 

On  motion  offered  by  Dr.  Brown  and  seconded  by 
Mr.  Dilworth,  Rev.  J.  T.  McCrory,  D.  D.  was  called  to 
preside  over  the  meeting,  and,  by  a similar  motion,  the 
Superintendent  was  requested  to  act  as  Secretary. 

On  taking  the  chair,  Dr.  McCrory  called  on  Dr. 
Brown  to  open  the  meeting  with  prayer. 

The  President  then  arose  and,  with  subdued  feelings 
and  in  an  impressive  manner,  said:  “We  have  met  here 
to-day  under  peculiar  circumstances  owing  to  the  profound 
sadness  that  pervades  the  whole  Institution  and  the  deep 
sorrow  which  we  feel  on  account  of  the  sudden  and  unex- 
pected death  of  Col.  William  A.  Herron,  one  of  our  mem- 
bers and  the  honored  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 
which  occurred  at  his  home  on  Fifth  Avenue,  this  city, 
early  yesterday  (Sunday)  morning.  Because  of  this  sad 
event,  coming  upon  us  as  it  has  so  unexpectedly,  I will 
leave  it  to  those  present  to  suggest  the  course  of  business 
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that  you  may  deem  it  proper  to  pursue  at  this  meeting, 
and  the  action  you  may  wish  to  take  regarding  the  death 
of  our  revered  associate  and  friend.” 

After  a brief  silence,  Dr.  Brown  offered  the  following 
resolution : 

Resolved,  That  a Committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  a suita- 
ble expression  of  the  feelings  and  sentiments  of  the  Corporators 
and  Directors  of  the  Institution  on  the  death  of  Col.  Herron,  and 
that,  after  such  expression  is  submitted,  as  a mark  of  respect  to  the 
memory  of  the  deceased,  we  adjourn  this  meeting  until  a time  suit- 
able for  reconvening  after  the  funeral. 

The  resolution  was  adopted  without  comment,  and, 
on  motion  offered  by  Dr.  Lippincott,  Dr.  J.  G.  Brown 
and  Messrs.  Geo.  W.  Dilworth  and  William  L.  Abbott 
were  constituted  the  Committee  to  prepare  the  expres- 
sion referred  to. 

In  due  time  the  Committee,  through  its  Chairman, 
Dr.  Brown,  submitted  the  following: 


TRIBUTE  TO  THE  MEMORY 

OF 

WILLIAM  A.  HERRON. 


In  the  Providence  of  God,  the  Corporators  and  Board  of 
Directors  of  this  Institution  have  been  deprived  of  one  of  their  most 
valued  and  efficient  associates. 

Mr.  William  A.  Herron  passed  to  the  enjoyment  of  the 
“ Higher  Life  ” on  Sabbath  morning,  the  6th  instant,  in  the  79th 
year  of  his  age,  and  we  desire  to  place  on  record  our  high  apprecia- 
tion of  his  worth  as  a man,  a member  of  the  community,  a philan- 
thropist and  a Christian. 

From  its  very  inception,  Mr.  Herron  was  active  in  the  move- 
ment that  resulted  in  the  establishment  of  the  Western  Pennsyl- 
A'ania  Institution  for  the  Blind.  He  was  one  of  the  Corporators 
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and  a member  of  the  first  Board  of  Directors,  serving  as  its  first 
Vice  President  until  three  years  ago  when  he  became  its  honored 
President.  “ Whatever  his  hand  found  to  do  ” for  the  advance- 
ment of  the  school  and  promotion  of  its  welfare,  he  did  “with 
his  might,”  unreservedly,  to  the  very  last,  giving  to  it  freely 
of  his  time  and  means  and  the  benefit  of  his  personal  influ- 
ence, his  best  judgment  and  wide  business  experience.  It  was 
largely  through  his  solicitation  that  the  princely  gift  of  the  val- 
uable and  desirable  site,  now  occupied  by  the  Institution  Build- 
ings, was  secured.  Giving  liberally  himself,  he  sought  to  have 
others  “communicate  of  their  abundance”  to  the  same  end. 
When  it  became  necessary  to  enlarge  the  capacity  for  the 
school  building,  he  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  measure,  and 
through  his  influence  with  “ a friend  ” of  known  ability  and  liber- 
ality, the  means  for  almost  entirely  discharging  the  debt  thus 
incurred,  were  obtained. 

And  the  last  of  the  many  offices  of  thoughtful  interest  in  the 
unfortunate  children  under  our  care,  aud  almost  the  last  act  of  his 
long  and  useful  life,  was  to  secure  the  gift  of  a large  pipe  organ  for 
the  benefit  of  the  school.  He  was  a frequent  visitor  to  the  In- 
stitution, taking  a deep  interest  in  its  welfare  and  progress, 
and  giving  words  of  encouragement  and  cheer  to  the  man- 
agement, the  teachers  and  pupils.  Unless  absent  from  the  city,  or 
detained  by  illness  or  imperative  business  engagements,  he  was 
invariably  present  at  the  meetings  of  the  Directors,  taking  an 
active  and  intelligent  part  in  their  deliberations,  and  on  the  day 
preceding  the  last  he  was  permitted  to  spend  on  earth,  amid  his  busi- 
ness cares,  his  mind  was  employed  in  planning  for  the  welfare  of 
the  school. 

With  a heart  full  of  sympathy  for  human  misfortune,  human 
suffering  and  human  ignorance,  Mr.  Herron  was  not  only  a friend 
of  the  blind,  but  he  was  actively  associated  with  many  of  the 
benevolent,  charitable  and  educational  institutions  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  filled  so  large  and  so  honorable  a place. 

And  while  we  would  reverently  bow  to  the  will  of  Him  who  is 
“ wonderful  in  counsel  and  excellent  in  working,”  we  cannot  but 
feel  profound  sorrow  at  the  great  loss  we  have  sustained. 

Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  minute  be  entered  upon  our 
records,  and  that  a copy  of  it  be  sent  to  the  bereaved  family,  with 
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the  most  sincere  expressions  of  our  heartfelt  sympathy  and  earnest 
prayers  that  the  God  of  Peace  may  comfort,  sustain  and  sanctify 
them  in  their  desolating  bereavement. 


This  Memorial  was  accepted  as  read  and  unan- 
imously adopted. 

On  motion,  the  meeeting  was  then  adjourned  to  3 
o’clock,  Monday  afternoon,  14th  instant. 

H.  B.  Jacobs, 
Secretary. 


WESTER  PE^HSYEVflrilfl 


Institution  for  the  fplhnl. 


Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  May  14th,  1900. 

An  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Incorporators  and  Life 
Members  was  held  at  the  Institution  this  afternoon  at  3 
o’clock,  with  Rev.  J.  T.  McCrory,  D.  D.,  in  the  chair  and 

H.  B.  Jacobs,  Superintendent,  acting  as  Secretary. 

Those  present  in  person  were  Rev.  J.  T.  McCrory,  D 
D.,  Rev.  J.  G.  Brown,  D.  I).,  Col.  J.  M.  Schoonmaker,  and 
Messrs.  Geo.  W.  Dilworth  and  Clias.  F.  Dean,  Corpora- 
tors; Messrs.  W.  L.  Abbott  and  O.  M.  Edwards,  Direc- 
tors, and  H.  B.  Jacobs,  Superintendent.  Those  repre- 
sented by  proxies  were  Maj.  A.  M.  Brown  and  H.  Iv. 
Porter,  Esq.,  Charter  Members,  and  Henry  Phipps,  Esq., 
life  member. 

Upon  the  request  of  the  President,  the  proceedings 
were  opened  with  prayer  by  Mr.  Chas.  F.  Dean. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting,  held  May 

I,  1899,  and,  also,  those  of  the  meeting  held  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  7th  instant,  were  then  read  and  declared  ap- 
proved. 

The  Secretary  stated  that,  in  accordance  with  the 
By-Laws,  notice  of  the  Annual  Meeting  had  been  pub- 
lished in  the  Pittsburgh  Daily  Dispatch , in  three  different 
issues  of  the  paper,  namely,  May  1st,  3d  and  5th  instant ; 
also,  that  copies  of  a circular  notice  of  the  meeting  had 
been  sent  to  all  the  Incorporators  and  Life  Members. 

The  Chair  then  called  for  the  annual  reports  of  the 
officers  of  the  Board  of  Directors ; whereupon,  the  Secre- 
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tary  presented  the  report  of  the  late  President,  Col.  Wil- 
liam A.  Herron,  which,  had  he  lived,  would  have  been 
submitted  to  the  Corporators  by  Mr.  Herron  himself,  at 
a meeting  one  week  ago  to-day.  It  was  read  by  request, 
and,  on  motion,  was  placed  on  file  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  annual  reports  of  the  Treasurer,  Secretary  and 
Superintendent  were  submitted  in  regular  order.  All 
were  accepted  and  ordered  to  be  placed  on  file  and  printed 
in  the  usual  form. 

The  Secretary  then  announced  that  the  terms  of  Dr. 
J.  G.  Brown  and-  Mr.  Finley  H.  Lloyd  as  Directors,  ex- 
pired with  this  meeting,  and  that  a vacancy  in  the  Direc- 
tory existed  owing  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Herron,  whose 
term  would  also  have  expired  at  this  time,  by  limitation. 

On  motion,  it  was  resolved  to  proceed  to  the  election 
of  three  Directors  of  the  Institution  to  fill  the  vacancies 
existing  in  the  Board. 

Nominations  being  called  for,  Mr.  O.  M.  Edwards 
arose  and  placed  in  nomination  Dr.  J.  G.  Brown  and  Fin- 
ley A.  Lloyd,  Esq.,  as  Directors  to  succeed  themselves ; 
and  Mr.  George  W.  Dilworth  placed  in  nomination  Chas. 
F.  Dean,  Esq.,  for  election  as  Director  vice  Col.  W.  A. 
Herron,  deceased. 

There  being  no  other  names  presented,  on  motion, 
the  nominations  were  closed. 

The  ballot  being  taken  showed  that  the  gentlemen 
nominated,  had  received  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  mem- 
bers present  and  the  proxies  submitted,  and  the  Chair  de- 
clared them  duly  elected  Directors  of  the  Institution  for 
the  ensuing  three  years. 

On  motion  offered  by  Dr.  Brown,  the  Superintendent 
was  instructed  to  compile  and  have  printed  in  pamphlet 
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form,  at  as  early  a date  as  possible,  1,000  copies  of  the 
Annual  Report,  and  to  solicit  propositions  for  the  printing 
and  binding  of  the  same  from  leading  printing  houses  in 
the  city. 

The  Superintendent  was  also  instructed  to  make 
proper  acknowledgment  in  the  report  of  all  donations 
received  from,  and  other  favors  shown  by,  friends  of  the 
Institution  during  the  past  year. 

The  Superintendent  then  arose  and  said,  that  just  a 
few  days  before  his  death,  Col.  Herron  had  informed  him 
that,  since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  at 
which  the  need  of  a pipe  organ  in  the  chapel  of  the  In- 
stitution was  incidentally  referred  to,  he  had  written  to  Mr. 
Andrew  Carnegie  and  had  given  him  some  account  of  the 
progress  and  work  of  the  Institution  and  the  development 
of  the  musical  department,  and  presented  to  him  the  need 
of  a pipe  organ  to  enable  us  to  give  such  instruction  in 
that  department  as  we  desire ; and  that  he  had  received 
assurance,  through  Mr.  Carnegie’s  representative  in  this 
city,  that  it  would  give  Mr.  Carnegie  great  pleasure  to 
donate  to  the  Institution  a pipe  organ  in  every  way  suita- 
ble for  the  purpose.  The  Superintendent  stated  further, 
that,  on  Friday  evening,  just  36  hours  before'  Mr.  Herron 
died,  in  a conversation  had  with  him  through  the  telephone, 
he  stated  that  he  expected  to  make  a verbal  report  of  his 
correspondence  with  Mr.  Carnegie  and  the  progress  made 
in  this  matter  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Incorporators, 
on  the  following  Monday.  “ I think,”  continued  the  Su- 
perintendent, “ it  was  Col.  Herron’s  intention  and  hope  to 
give  the  Corporators  a pleasant  surprise.” 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  Col.  Herron  was  not  spared  to 
make  a statement  to  the  Corporators  on  this  subject,  and, 
consequently,  it  is  necessary  that  they  should  be  more  fully 
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advised  regarding  it,  before  taking  intelligent  action  upon 
it,  Col.  J.  M.  Schoonmaker  offered  a resolution  to  the 
effect,  that  Mr.  O.  M.  Edwards  be  requested  to  gather  all 
the  information  possible  on  this  matter,  and  report  the 
same  to  the  Board  of  Directors  at  its  next  meeting.  This 
was  taken  by  consent. 

There  being  no  further  business  before  the  Corpora- 
tors, on  motion,  the  meeting  was  adjourned. 

H.  B.  Jacobs, 
Secretary. 


WILLIAM  A.  HERRON, 

A member  of  the  body  of  Corporators  and  late  President  of  the  Board  ot 
Directors  of  the  Institution. 


c < 


J,:icc 


gvcsicteut’s  Slcpovt. 


To  the  Incorporators  and  Life  Members  of  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind  : 

Gentlemen — Passing  time  has  brought  us  to  another 
Annual  Meeting  of  the  Incorporators  of  this  Institution, 
and  I have  the  honor,  as  President  of  the  Board  of 
Directors,  to  present  to  you  a brief  report  of  its  operations, 
of  our  efforts  to  promote  its  interests  during  the  past  year, 
and  of  its  present  condition,  this  being  the  thirteenth  in 
the  series  of  these  yearly  communications. 

It  is  gratifying  to  us,  and  we  feel  sure  it  will  be  to 
every  member  of  the  Corporation,  to  know  that  the  year 
just  closed  has  been  one  of  the  most  prosperous  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  Institution.  The  general  health  of  the  pupils 
has  been  good,  the  work  of  the  several  departments  has 
been  conducted  with  system  and  care,  and  commendable 
activity  and  progress  have  been  apparent  everywhere. 

The  Institution  is  now  passing  through  its  tenth  an- 
nual session,  and  this  may  be  regarded  as  a proper  time 
for  retrospection  and  to  gather  up  some  of  the  fruits  of 
our  labor.  During  the  first  session  oi  the  school,  while  it 
was  located  in  temporary  quarters  on  42d  Street,  Pitts- 
burgh, there  were  enrolled  21  pupils.  Last  year  the  en- 
rollment was  93,  and,  according  to  the  Superintendent’s 
report,  which  will  be  submitted  to-day,  the  number  regis- 
tered up  to  this  time  this  session,  is  nearly  as  large  ; and 
the  total  number  admitted  since  the  organization  of  the 
school  is  142.  This  shows  a remarkable  growth  in  the 
number  in  attendance,  a larger  yearly  increase  than  is 
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shown  in  the  early  history  of  most  Institutions  of  kindred 
nature  in  this  country.  But  though  the  increase  in  the 
number  of  pupils  attending  has  been  rapid,  the  develop- 
ment of  the  school  in  organization  and  the  progress  made 
in  all  matters  pertaining  to  methods  of  instruction  have 
been  equally  as  satisfactory. 

The  pupils  who  have  been  admitted  to  our  school, 
have  come  to  us  from  widely  varied  surroundings  and 
influences,  and  range  in  ages  from  6 to  28  years.  Some 
of  them  had  little  or  no  previous  training  or  instruction 
of  any  kind,  not  even  in  the  matter  of  dressing  themselves, 
or  otherwise  caring  for  themselves.  To  take  a number  of 
such  children  and  develop,  train  and  discipline  them,  so 
that  they  may  be  fitted  to  take  their  places  in  their 
classes  and  engage  in  regular  school  duties,  is  by  no  means 
an  easy  task;  and  yet,  that  is  just  what  has  been  done 
here,  by  the  patient  and  persistent  efforts  of  our  officers 
and  teachers.  And  to-day,  the  Institution  is  thoroughly 
organized  and  classified,  and  the  instruction  is  being  con- 
ducted in  the  most  careful  and  systematic  manner.  Be- 
sides the  ordinary  cases  that  have  come  under  our  care,  we 
have  in  the  Institution  little  Maggie  Castor,  the  little  deaf- 
mute  and  blind  child  from  Butler  county,  and  other  special 
cases,  whose  development  and  discipline  are  a surprise  to 
all  who  knew  of  their  condition,  before  they  were  placed 
under  training  and  instruction  here.  Furthermore,  it  is 
very  gratifying  and  encouraging  to  us  to  know,  that  several 
of  our  older  pupils,  who  completed  the  course  of  instruc- 
tion in  one  or  more  of  the  departments  of  the  school  and 
have  withdrawn  from  it,  have  found  employment,  and  are 
succeeding  in  earning  a comfortable  living,  while  others 
are  making  themselves  useful  in  their  homes. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  we  feel  that  all  who  have  in 
any  way  contributed  towards  the  establishment  of  this 
Institution,  are  to  be  congratulated  that  they  had  part  in 
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the  founding  of  a benevolent  enterprise  that  is  proving  of 
such  inestimable  benefit  to  an  unfortunate  class  of  children 
and  youth  in  our  midst.  Contemplating  these  evidences  of 
successful  operation,  we  become  more  and  more  impressed 
with  the  importance  of  our  trust,  and  we  take  a broader 
view  of  the  character  of  the  work  of  the  school  and  of 
its  possibilities.  As  the  Institution  has  been  established 
for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  educational  advantages  for 
the  blind  children  and  youth  of  the  western  part  of  our 
State,  and,  as  it  has  already  proved  so  helpful  to  those  who 
have  enjoyed  its  advantages,  we  feel  that  it  is  incumbent 
upon  us  to  extend  the  sphere  of  its  usefulness,  and  to  try 
to  bring  under  its  influence  and  training,  all  the  blind 
capable  of  receiving 'instruction  in  this  part  of  our  Com- 
monwealth. 

The  Directors  have  taken  a deep  interest  in  all  mat- 
ters pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the  pupils  under  our  care, 
and  in  all  measures  suggested  for  the  expansion  of  the 
school  work.  They  have  always  been  ready  and  willing 
to  consider  suggestions  and  devise  means  tending  to  raise 
the  Institution  to  the  highest  plane  of  efficiency.  The 
projects  under  consideration  now,  are  the  organization  of 
a kindergarten  for  the  training  of  young  children  and  the 
care  of  the  special  cases  to  whom  I have  already  referred, 
and  who  ought  to  be  separated  from  the  main  part  of  the 
school;  the  arrangement  and  equipment  of  a gymnasium, 
and  the  erection  of  a special  building  in  which  to  conduct 
the  industrial  training.  But,  of  course,  these  are  addi- 
tions for  which  we  must  bide  our  time,  must  wait  until  we 
have  the  means  to  make  them.  When  they  are  made, 
this  Institution  will  be  fully  prepared  to  meet  all  require- 
ments that  may  be  made  upon  it,  and  do  efficient  work 
for  many  years  to  come.  I may  be  pardoned  for  suggest- 
ing, that  right  here  is  afforded  an  opportunity  for  any 
philanthropic  person  to  show  his  sympathy  for  our  work, 
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by  contributing  a part  or  the  whole  of  the  funds  nec- 
essary to  make  one  or  the  other  of  these  improvements, 
and  any  one  who  should  do  so,  would  erect  for  himself 
a monument,  attesting  to  his  benevolence,  and  concern  for 
the  welfare  of  the  worthy  blind  in  our  midst. 

The  funds  of  the  Institution  have  been  carefully  and 
judiciously  managed.  While  every  want  of  the  school  has 
been  supplied  and  ample  provision  has  bepn  made  for 
the  comfort  and  care  of  the  pupils,  there  has  been 
no  evidence  of  needless  demands  or  extravagance  any- 
where, and  the  expenses  have  been  kept  within  the 
limits  of  our  income.  The  Treasurer’s  report,  giving  a 
detailed  account  of  the  income  and  expenditures,  shows 
that  the  finances  of  the  Institution  are  in  a satisfactory 
condition. 

Some  important  improvements  and  a number  of  mis- 
cellaneous repairs  to  the  buildings  were  made  during  the 
year,  a detailed  account  of  which  will  be  found  in  the 
Secretary’s  report. 

The  prosperity  of  the  Institution  is  evidence  of  the 
watchful  care  exercised  over  its  affairs  by  the  Board  of 
Directors,  and  to  the  time  and  energy  freely  devoted  by 
them  to  advance  its  interests,  with  no  compensation  what- 
ever, except  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  they  have 
discharged  a duty,  and  shown  sympathy  towards  a class  of 
fellow  beings  who  are  so  seriously  handicapped  in  the  race 
of  life. 

With  renewed  assurance  that  each  and  all  of  us  feel 
a deep  sense  of  the  responsibilities  of  our  trust,  and  with 
the  hope  that,  in  the  future  as  in  the  past,  a full  measure 
of  success  may  attend  our  efforts  in  this  noble,  benevolent 
work,  this  report  is 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  A.  Herron, 

President. 


Report  of  the  treasurer 


THIRTEENTH  ANN^AH  REPORT 

— OF— 

CHRIS'  F-  DEHfJ,  Treasurep 

Of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind,, 
for  the  Year  Ending  April  30th,  1900. 


Receipts. 

Balance  oh  hands,  May  1st,  1900 $ 2,681  42 

Received  from  State  Treasurer,  Maintenance 20,010  95 

“ “ Sale  of  brooms . 881  76 

“ “ Non-resident  pupils 60  00 

“ “ Notes  discounted 3,800  00 

Contributions  made  : 

Miss  Ellen  G.  Hanna  $ 10  00 

Mrs.  Virginia  G.  Robertson 25  00 

James  R.  Mellon 50  00 

Peter  Reichenberger 10  00  95  00 

$27,529  13 

Disbursements, 

Salaries  and  wages $9,562  82 

Provisions  and  supplies 8,041  23 

Light  and  heat . 1,523  63 

Insurance ...  200  00 

Sundry  expenses 624  33 

$19,952  01 

Notes  paid  5,300  00 

Interest 103  73 

Balance  on  hands,  April  30th,  1900 2,173  39 

$27,529  13 


Union  National  Bank  of  Pittsburgh, 

May  1st,  1900. 

This  is  to  certify  that,  as  shown  in  the  above  report,  the  sum  of 
$2,173.39  stands  upon  the  books  of  this  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind  at  this  date. 

Geo.  W.  Paden,  Asst.  Cashier. 

Pittsburgh,  May  23,  1900. 

The  undersigned  Auditors,  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Directors, 
hereby  certify  that  they  have  examined  the  above  account  and  have 
found  the  same  to  be  correct. 

O.  M.  Edwards, 

Geo.  W.  Dilworth. 


Report  of  the  Secretary. 


WESTERN  PEHJ^fl.  iKSTITUTIOfi  FOR  TRE  BERMO. 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  May  7,  1900. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Corporation : 

Gentlemen — In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the 
Board  of  Directors,  I have  the  pleasure  as  its  Secretary  to 
submit  my  annual  report,  it  being  a brief  account  of  the  - 
proceedings  of  the  Board  and  such  other  events  pertaining 
to  the  management  of  the  Institution  as  properly  belong 
to  such  a communication. 

It  is  gratifying  to  us  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  school 
has  made  excellent  progress  during  the  year  just  closed 
and  is  in  a satisfactory  condition.  All  its  interests  have 
been  carefully  guarded,  the  instruction  has  been  well  and 
methodically  conducted,  and  at  no  period  has  the  work 
of  the  several  departments  been  so  thorough  and  com- 
plete. 

The  Directors  have  taken  a deep  interest  in  the 
affairs  of  the  Institution.  They  have  always  been  ready 
and  willing  to  make  ample  provision  for  its  support  and 
for  the  comfort  of  the  unfortunate  children  committed  to 
our  care.  They  have  also  been  ready  to  consider  such 
measures  as  have  been  suggested  for  the  expansion  of  the 
Institution  work,  and  to  make  it  more  efficient. 

The  finances  of  the  Institution  have  been  well  man- 
aged, and,  we  are  glad  to  say,  they  are  in  a very  satisfactory 
condition.  All  the  debt  contracted  for  the  completion  of 
the  third  story  of  the  building,  has  been  liquidated,  except 
one  obligation,  outstanding,  of  $2,000.  It  has  been  the 
policy  of  the  Board  to  meet  promptly,  or  as  soon  after  the 
monthly  meetings  as  possible,  all  expenses  for  education 
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and  maintenance.  But  in  order  to  do  so,  we  were  obliged, 
on  two  occasions  during  the  year,  to  make  temporary 
loans  to  pay  part  of  the  expenses  for  the  fiscal  year.  These, 
however,  were  soon  cancelled,  when  remittances  from  the 
State  were  received. 

Our  reports  of  expenditures  made  to  the  Auditor 
General  at  the  end  of  each  quarter  of  the  fiscal  year,  in 
compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  law,  have  been 
promptly  and  carefully  prepared,  and  the  promptness  with 
Avhich  we  have  received  the  remittances  for  the  amounts 
they  represented,  is  evidence  of  their  ready  acceptance  and 
approval. 

When  the  main  building  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb 
Institution,  at  Edgewood  Park,  was  destroyed  by  fire,  on 
the  14th  of  December  last,  the  Board  of  Directors, 
through  our  Superintendent,  promptly  offered  the  manage- 
ment of  that  Institution  the  use  of  our  buildings,  in  which 
to  conduct  the  whole  or  a part  of  their  school  work.  We 
felt  that,  by  a little  adjustment  of  arrangements  in  our 
buildings,  we  could  accommodate,  temporarily,  at  least,  a 
large  part  of  the  pupils  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  School. 
While  the  management  of  that  Institution  expressed  ap- 
preciation of  the  courtesy  thus  extended,  our  offer  was 
not  accepted,  for  they  found  they  could  make  temporary 
arrangements  to  continue  their  school  work  in  buildings 
on  their  grounds,  which  had  not  been  damaged  by  the 
fire. 

During  the  year  a 15  horse-power  engine  of  excel- 
lent quality,  was  purchased  and  put  in  position  to  furnish 
power  to  run  the  laundry  machinery.  The  necessary 
shafting,  pulleys  and  belts  were  provided,  and  the  attach- 
ments to  the  machinery  made.  The  machinery  has  all 
been  in  operation  since  the  opening  of  the  current  school 
term,  and  everything  connected  with  it  seems  to  give  en- 
tire satisfaction.  We  now  feel  that  we  have  one  of  the 
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best  arranged  and  equipped  laundries  in  the  community. 

The  cement  floors  of  three  large  rooms  and  several 
halls  in  the  basement  of  the  main  building,  which,  owing 
to  the  poor  material  used  when  they  were  first  laid  were 
never  satisfactory,  were  taken  up  and  relaid  with  better 
material.  The  walls  of  these  rooms  were  plastered,  and 
the  windows  cased.  They  are  now  very  comfortable 
and  are  used  in  connection  with  the  school  work.  The 
ceilings  and  walls  of  the  four  fire-proof  halls  in  which 
the  stair-ways  are  located,  at  the  four  corners  of  the  build- 
ing, were  painted  from  the  top  to  the  basement  with  coats 
of  linseed-oil  and  lead  paint,  which  has  added  very  much 
to  their  appearance,  for  nothing  had  been  done  to  them 
since  the  building  was  erected,  except  the  washing  down 
of  the  soot  that  had  accumulated. 

Other  miscellaneous  improvements  and  repairs  were 
made  to  the  buildings  and  grounds  during  the  summer 
vacation,  with  a view  to  keeping  the  premises  in  the  most 
attractive  and  comfortable  condition  possible. 

The  meetings  of  the  Board  have  been  held  monthly, 
except  during  the  summer  months — July  and  August — 
when  the  school  has  its  vacation.  The  members  have  al- 
ways been  regular  in  attendance  at  these  meetings, 
except  when  they  were  absent  from  the  city,  sick,  or  de- 
tained by  important  business  engagements.  They  have 
all  felt  a deep  sense  of  the  responsibility  they  have  assumed 
in  engaging  in  this  work,  and  have  taken  a lively  interest 
in  the  progress  of  the  school. 

We  feel  that  the  Institution  has  just  completed  one 
of  the  most  successful  years  in  its  history,  and  sincerely 
hope  that  the  year  upon  which  we  are  about  to  enter  may 
be  productive  of  results  equally  as  satisfactory. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

O.  M.  Edwards, 

Secretary. 


ARCHIBALD  M.  MARSHALL. 

Mr.  Marshall  was  present  at  the  first  meeting  held,  November  23d,  1896,  to 
consider  the  feasibility  of  establishing  an  Institution  for  the  Blind  in  Pittsburgh. 
Upon  the  organization  of  the  first  Board  of  Directors,  he  was  elected  its  Presi- 
dent, and  continued  to  occupy  that  important  position  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  April  28th,  1897.  Evidently,  his  connection  with  and  his  efforts  in  be- 
half of  this  Institution,  did  much  to  inspire  confidence  in  the  enterprise  among 
the  benevolent  people  of  this  community. 


Jwjmratpiulent^  %lzpoxt 


Western  Penn’a  Institution  for  the  Blind, 

Pittsburg,  Pa.,  May  7th,  1900. 
To  the  Board  of  Directors  : 

Gentlemen — In  the  performance  of  my  duties  as 
Superintendent,  I have  the  pleasure  to  submit  herewith 
my  tenth  annual  report  of  the  operations  and  condition 
of  this  Institution,  the  same  being  for  the  year  which 
closes  on  this  date. 

Were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  these  annual  accounts  of 
the  work  of  the  Institution  are  used  as  means  to  convey 
information  to  the  general  public  as  to  the  real  aims  and 
purposes  of  the  enterprise,  the  time  and  labor  expended 
in  the  preparation  of  this  paper  might  well  be  spared ; for, 
little  that  has  not  already  been  presented  to  the  Board  in 
one  form  or  another,  can  be  said  in  this  report. 

Notwithstanding  our  efforts  in  the  past  to  dissemi- 
nate information  regarding  the  aims  and  purposes  of  the 
Institution,  and  that,  too,  with  the  valuable  assistance 
of  the  daily  papers  of  this  city,  a large  majority  of  the 
people,  not  only  in  remote  parts  of  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania, but  right  in  our  midst,  know  comparatively  little 
of  its  real  mission,  or  of  the  character  of  the  work  we 
are  doing.  As  evidence  of  this,  we  frequently  hear 
people  speaking  of  the  establishment  as  an  Asylum,  or 
a Hospital,  or  a Home,  as  though  it  is  a place  for 
the  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  eyes,  or  for  the  care 
of  aged  and  infirm  blind  people,  when,  as  a matter  of 
fact,  it  is  none  of  these ; but  it  is  purely  educational  in  all  its 
operations,  and  has  for  its  object  the  education  of  all  blind 
children  and  youth  capable  of  receiving  instruction,  in  the 
western  part  of  our  State.  Really,  it  is  a part  of  the  great 
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work  of  free  education,  supplying  a want  in  our  educa- 
tional system  not  otherwise  provided  for. 

Then,  too,  there  are  many  who  do  not  know  at  all 
that  such  an  Institution  has  been  organized  in  this  part  of 
the  State.  Our  attention  was  only  recently  called  to  a 
case  of  this  kind.  A girl  totally  blind  hut  of  aver- 
age intelligence,  living  in  one  of  our  western  counties, 
had  reached  an  age  when  she  felt  that  she  wanted 
to  do  something  for  herself,  but  was  at  a loss  to  know 
where  to  go  to  receive  the  necessary  schooling  and  pre- 
paration to  fit  her  for  useful  employment.  Finally,  she 
persuaded  her  parents  to  write  to  Governor  Stone  for  in- 
formation on  the  subject.  He  responded,  and  advised 
them  to  communicate  with  “ The  Western  Pennsylvania 
Institution  for  the  Blind.”  They  did  so,  with  the  result 
that  the  girl — a young  lady — is  now  a pupil  in  our  school 
and  enjoying  its  full  advantages. 

Unfortunately,  on  account  of  this  lack  of  information 
on  the  part  of  parents  as  to  the  real  character  of  the 
school  and  its  management,  there  are  blind  children 
throughout  the  western  part  of  the  Commonwealth,  who 
are  permitted  to  grow  to  adult  age,  before  they  are  placed 
under  systematic  training  or  instruction  of  any  kind. 
Then,  when  they  are  placed  in  the  school,  if  they  ever  are, 
they  commence  their  work  with  much  embarrassment  and 
under  many  discouragements  ; and  it  is  almost  impossible 
to  do  more  for  them  than  to  instruct  them  in  a few  of  the 
rudimental  branches  of  education.  Whereas,  if  they  had 
been  placed  in  the  school  at  the  proper  age,  they  might 
have  taken  up  the  full  course  of  studies  and  work 
prescribed  for  the  Institution,  and  become  fitted  for  some 
useful  occupation  in  life. 

The  year  just  closed  has  been  a prosperous  one  in  all 
the  affairs  of  the  Institution,  and  we  believe  as  productive 
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of  good  results  as  any  previous  one.  It  has  witnessed 
steady  progress  in  all  the  work  of  the  school,  and  a con- 
stant effort  on  the  part  of  those  having  the  instruction  in 
charge  to  make  improvements  and  keep  pace  with  the 
educational  progress  of  the  times,  and,  especially,  with 
the  advanced  thoughts  relative  to  the  education  of  the 
blind. 

Sessions  of  the  Institution. 

The  last  session  of  the  school  closed  on  Wednesday 
morning,  June  21st  last,  after  a continuous  session  of 
forty-one  weeks,  which  was  only  interrupted  by  a brief 
vacation  during  the  Christmas  holidays.  Most  of  the 
pupils  spent  this  short  vacation  at  their  homes,  or  among 
their  friends. 

The  number  of  pupils  enrolled  during  the  session  was 
93 — 48  boys  and  45  girls.  Of  these,  12 — 7 boys  and  5 
girls- — were  new  pupils.  Among  the  number  of  boys 
registered  during  the  last  term,  were  3 who  had  formerly 
belonged  to  the  school,  but  withdrew  several  years  ago. 
They  had  reached  adult  age,  and  returned  for  the  purpose 
of  fitting  themselves  for  some  useful  employment.  One 
of  the  new  pupils  was  also  an  adult,  who  lost  his  sight  by 
the  explosion  of  a boiler.  He  was  admitted  by  special 
action  of  the  Board  to  receive  instruction  principally  in 
the  industrial  department,  but  being  active,  both  mentally 
and  physically,  he  not  only  learned  the  broom  trade,  but 
he  also  learned  to  read,  and  took  up  several  of  the  literary 
branches.  Most  of  the  other  new  pupils  were  young  and 
without  previous  training. 

The  regular  work  of  the  session  was  brought  to  a 
close  with  a popular  concert,  given  in  the  chapel,  on  Tues- 
day evening,  June  20th,  in  the  presence  of  a large  and 
interested  audience. 

The  program  consisted  of  a pleasing  variety  of  num- 
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bers  of  vocal  and  instrumental  music,  and  declamations  by 
small  pupils,  all  of  which  were  rendered  in  a creditable 
manner  and  with  pleasing  effect,  showing  careful  training. 
One  of  the  most  interesting  features  of  the  entertainment 
was  a class  exercise  in  reading  by  six  small  pupils — 3 little 
boys  and  3 little  girls.  A table  was  brought  upon  the 
stage,  and  upon  it  were  placed  the  books  in  line  type,  from 
which  the  pupils  read  with  such  freedom,  emphasis,  arti- 
culation and  expression  as  to  awaken  the  liveliest  interest 
in  the  audience,  and  call  forth  hearty  applause.  Some  of 
the  pages  read  were  selected  by  the  audience,  books  having 
been  distributed  for  the  purpose. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  see  with  what  favor  these  an- 
nual festivals,  as  well  as  all  other  entertainments  given  by 
our  school,  are  greeted  by  the  general  public.  This  inter- 
est has  grown  to  such  extent,  that  usually  every  seat  in  the 
chapel,  as  well  as  all  available  space  in  the  aisles  and  halls, 
is  occupied ; and  the  audience  gives  such  close  attention  to 
the  program,  and  displays  such  approval  as  the  numbers 
are  rendered,  that  the  pupils  are  inspired  to  put  forth  their 
best  efforts. 

The  following  is  the  program  rendered  at  the  last 
closing  concert : 
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program 


Part  I. 


March — “Introduction,” Hosfeld 

Orchestra  Composed  of  Pupils. 

Chorus — “Gypsy  Chorus,”  (Bohemian  Girl) Balfe 

Duet — (Piano,)  “Country  Dance” Nevin 

Ethel  E.  Crooks  and  Dessie  Markland. 

Solo— Soprano,  “Love’s  Serenade” Marks 

Eliza  Johnson. 

Becitation— “Cross  Betsy” Sarah  M.  Chatfield 

Hazel  Keefer. 

Part  Song— “Soldiers’  Chorus” Anon 

Senior  Boys. 

Pianos — Two,  “Beturn  to  the  Town” Gurlitt 

Earl  S.  Kephart,  Earl  C.  Houk, 

Jennie  S.  Snyder,  and  Mary  E.  Bebok. 

Song — Contralto,  “Sweet  Lass  O’Elgin.” Trotere 

Jean  Cowan. 

Class  Exercise  in  Beading  

Small  Pupils. 

Part  II. 


Gavotte — “Summer  Evening” Gernert 

Orchestra. 

Chorus— “The  Sand-Man” Tooker 

Junior  Pupils. 

Becitation — “A  Little  Seamstress” 

May  Levy. 

Duet — (Piano,)  “Charge  of  the  Uhlans” Bohm 

Harry  B.  Barrows  and  Francis  E.  Connelly. 

Part  Song — “Blow  Soft  Winds” Vincent 

Senior  Girls. 

Duet— (Piano,)  “Dancing  Waves” Julius  Biederman 

Merrel  Doyle  and  George  J.  Beichenberger. 

Solo— Soprano,  “Good  Night,  Sleep  Well” Millard 

Harriet  P.  Slattery. 

Pianos— Two,  “Military  March  op.  51,”  No.  3 Schubert 

Frank  E.  Connelly,  Joseph  Palmer, 

Eliza  Johnson,  Amanda  B.  D.  Bay. 

Orchestra:  / “■  ^^‘‘^"lar  Airs” Mills 

\b.  “Good  Night” Gernert 
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The  Current  Session. 


The  current  session  was  commenced  under  favorable 
conditions  on  Wednesday  morning,  September  6th  last. 
The  necessary  repairs  were  made  to  the  interior  of  the 
building  during  the  summer  vacation,  and  everything  was 
put  in  readiness  for  the  beginning  of  the  new  term. 

The  number  of  pupils  registered  to  date  this  session, 
is  89.  Of  these,  47  are  boys  and  42  girls;  10 — 6 boys 
and  4 girls — are  new  pupils.  Most  of  the  new  pupils  are 
young  and  had  never  been  at  school  anywhere  before. 

The  pupils  enrolled  during  the  current  term  of  the 
school,  have  come  from  the  following  21  counties  of  Penn- 
sylvania, mostly  from  the  western  part  of  the  State  : 


BOYS. 

Allegheny 24 

Armstrong 

Beaver 1 

Bedford 

Blair 

Butler 3 

Clarion 

Clearfield 1 

Centre 1 

Cambria 1 

Fayette 1 

Indiana 

Jefferson 1 

McKean 1 

Mercer 2 

Northumberland 1 

Somerset 1 

Venango 1 

Washington 5 

Westmoreland 2 

Warren 1 


GIRLS. 
. 20 
. 1 
. 3 

1 
1 
4 
1 
1 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


5 


TOTAL. 

44 

1 

4 
1 
1 
7 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
3 
1 
2 
1 

5 
7 
1 


Total 47  42  89 

These  figures  show,  as  in  former  reports,  that  a large 
percentage  of  the  pupils  enrolled  have  come  from  Alle- 
gheny county. 
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As  there  is  an  Institution  of  similar  character  and 
purpose  located  near  Philadelphia,  it  has  been  our  fixed 
policy  not  to  encourage  blind  people  from  the  eastern  part 
of  the  State  to  make  application  for  admission  to  this 
school. 

Although  10  new  pupils  have  been  received  this  year 
and  two,  who  had  formerly  belonged  to  the  school  but 
were  not  present  last  year,  returned,  making  the  total  in- 
crease 12,  the  records  show  that  the  names  of  16  of  the 
pupils  registered  last  year,  are  not  on  the  roll  this  term, 
and  hence,  the  whole  number  enrolled  is  4 less  (93-89) 
than  the  total  number  in  attendance  last  year.  This  slight 
decrease  in  the  enrollment  can  easily  be  accounted  for. 
Of  the  16  pupils  who  failed  to  return  this  session,  one  was 
a girl  from  Ohio,  who,  while  a good  student,  was  not 
strong  physically,  and  was  compelled  to  withdraw  on  ac- 
count of  ill  health.  She  has  not  been  able  to  attend 
school  anywhere  since.  One  completed  a post  graduate 
course  and  withdrew  ; two  removed  to  other  States ; two 
boys  found  employment  as  piano  tuners  at  fair  wages,  and 
three  withdrew  to  engage  in  the  broom  trade.  Of  the 
remaining  seven,  three  failed  to  return  for  good  reasons, 
and  four  for  reasons  not  given. 

Statistics. 

The  changes  in  attendance  during  the  last  and  the 
current  terms,  are  shown  by  the  following  figures; 

BOYS.  GIRLS.  TOTAL. 


Total  number  enrolled  at  date  of  last  report. 48  45  93 

Number  withdrawn  for  various  causes 7 9 16 

Number  of  former  pupils  enrolled  during  this  term .. . 41  36  77 

Number  of  pupils  re-admitted 2 2 

Number  of  new  pupils  admitted 6 4 10 

Total  number  enrolled  to  date  this  term 47  42  89 

Total  number  enrolled  since  the  organization 74  68  142 
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Instruction. 

No  material  changes  have  been  made  during  the 
year  in  the  manner  of  conducting  the  school.  It  has  al- 
ways been  the  policy  of  the  management  to  direct  its  af- 
fairs along  the  most  modern,  approved  and  liberal  lines. 
The  same  general  plan  ol  instruction  and  training  as 
adopted  some  time  ago,  as  the  result  of  close  observation 
and  experience,  has  been  followed  during  the  period  under 
review,  with  only  such  modifications  and  additions  as  the 
progress  of  school  work  required,  or  as  were  made  neces- 
sary by  the  changed  conditions  as  they  arose. 

It  has  always  been  our  aim  to  make  all  our  training 
as  practicable  as  possible ; to  study  the  physical  condition, 
bent  of  mind  and  special  needs  of  our  pupils  individually, 
and  to  direct  and  train  them  in  such  Avork  and  in  such 
manner  as  will  prove,  by  earnest  effort  on  their  part,  the 
most  profitable  to  them,  Avhen  they  leave  the  Institution 
and  are  thrown  upon  their  own  resources  in  the  battle  of 
life. 

Literary  Department. 

The  attention  given  to  the  instruction  in  this  depart- 
ment of  Institution  work,  has  been  commensurate  Avith  the 
importance  Ave  attach  to  it.  As  Ave  have  endeavored  to 
present  in  former  reports,  and  have  tried  to  impress  upon 
all  Avith  whom  Ave  have  had  occasion  to  consider  the  con- 
dition, needs  and  limitations  of  the  blind  and  the  course 
of  training  necessary  to  meet  all  their  requirements,  the 
instruction  given  in  this  department  must  be  regarded  as 
the  most  important  part  of  our  Avhole  system  ol  education. 

While  Ave  attach  due  importance  to  the  Avork  of  the 
other  departments  of  the  school,  as  a means  of  meeting 
special  demands  and  preparing  those  for  useful  employment, 
who  have  aptitude,  skill  and  taste  for  music  or  mechanical 
pursuits ; still,  to  fit  the  blind  to  take  their  places  among 


35 


the  active  and  self-relying  members  of  society,  and  achieve 
success  in  any  occupation  in  which  they  may  engage,  noth- 
ing can  be  so  helpful  as  instruction  in  literary  branches. 
Here,  too,  are  afforded  the  best  opportunities  to  correct 
those  peculiar  habits  found  among  so  many  blind  children 
and  youth,  and  to  develop  and  cultivate  those  noble  traits 
of  character  which  tend  to  lift  them  to  higher  levels  of 
usefulness  and  happiness. 

Hence,  no  efforts  have  been  spared  to  enlarge  the 
course  of  training  in  literary  branches,  to  meet  the  new 
and  increasing  demands  occasioned  by  the  growth  and 
progress  ol  the  school,  and  to  make  all  the  instruction 
more  effective. 

The  teachers  have  been  devoted,  earnest  and  consider- 
ate in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  In  directing  their 
pupils  in  school  work  and  in  elucidating  branches  of  learn- 
ing, they  have  followed  strictly  scientific  and  well  tested 
methods,  and  a marked  degree  ot  success  has  attended 
their  efforts. 

Department  of.  Music. 

The  work  in  this  department  has  been  conducted  dur- 
ing the  past  year  with  the  same  interest  and  care  as  have 
always  been  shown  in  it.  The  teachers  in  the  several 
branches  of  it,  without  exception,  have  exhibited  an 
intelligent  comprehension  of  the  progressive  methods  em- 
ployed in  work  of  this  kind,  and  of  the  objects  to  be  at- 
tained. Indeed,  they  have  all  labored  assiduously  and 
harmoniously  together  to  raise  the  standard  of  the  in- 
struction here  given,  so  that  it  might  meet,  in  a compre- 
hensive sense,  the  requirements  of  the  whole  school  and 
the  needs  of  individual  pupils  who  have  special  taste  and 
talent  for  the  art. 

The  interest  in  music  among  our  pupils  is  wide-spread 
and  marked.  Indeed,  some  of  our  advanced  students  have 
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become  so  enthusiastic  in  it  that  they  are  in  danger  of  de- 
voting an  unusual  amount  of  time  to  it  to  the  neglect  of 
other  important  studies.  It  is  sometimes  difficult  to  lead 
blind  students  who  possess  talent  for  music  to  realize,  that 
the  practical  and  successful  utilization  of  their  require- 
ments, in  their  efforts  to  earn  a livelihood  after  they  leave 
school,  will  depend  largely  upon  the  training  and  culture 
they  have  received  in  the  literary  department ; that  a 
broad  and  intelligent  comprehension  of  music  as  an  art 
and  the  ability  to  properly  interpret  it,  are  possible  only 
to  those  who  have  had  proper  mental  development  and 
culture,  and  that  the  pleasure  and  profit  it  affords,  depend 
largely  upon  the  same  intellectual  training. 

The  course  of  instruction  in  this  department  has 
been  arranged  and  adjusted  with  a view  to  give  all  our 
pupils  some  training  in  instrumental  or  vocal  music,  or 
both,  if  they  are  capable  of  receiving  it,  and  to  give  the 
largest  advantages  and  opportunities  to  those  who  have 
special  aptitude  for  the  art. 

Piano  Tuning. 

Instruction  in  the  art  of  regulating  and  tuning  pianos 
continues  to  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  important 
branches  in  our  system  of  education.  The  course  of  in- 
struction herein  pursued  has  for  its  aim  the  thorough  train- 
ing of  pupils  in  tuning,  so  that  they  may  make  practical 
use  of  it  as  a means  of  earning  a living.  It  is  a vocation 
in  which  the  blind  students,  who  have  talent  for  the  art, 
and  strive  to  acquire  skill  in  it,  may  find  profitable  em- 
ployment. It  affords  them  superior  opportunities  for  en- 
gaging in  a pursuit  that  offers  better  remuneration  than 
almost  any  occupation  to  which  they  may  devote  their 
time. 

As  stated  elsewhere  in  this  report,  two  of  our  advanced 
pupils,  feeling  at  the  close  of  the  last  school  term  that 
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they  were  prepared  to  engage  in  this  avocation,  and  having 
an  ambition  to  do  something  for  themselves,  went  out,  and 
succeeded  in  procuring  good  positions  as  tuners  at  reason- 
ably fair  wages.  These  are  illustrations  of  the  practical 
value  of  this  work,  which  are  gratifying  and  encouraging 
to  us. 

Mr.  George  Horstman  still  has  charge  of  this  branch 
of  instruction.  He  is  a first-class  piano  tuner  himself, 
and  enthusiastic  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  He 
takes  a deep  interest  in  his  pupils  and  spares  nothing 
that  will  contribute  to  their  progress. 

Industrial  Department. 

As  in  the  other  departments  of  the  Institution,  the 
training  in  industrial  pursuits  during  the  year  has  been 
directed  with  skill  and  energy,  and  the  patient  labor  of 
the  teachers  has  been  rewarded  with  evidence  of  good  pro- 
gress and  satisfactory  results. 

Notwithstanding  much  has  been  said  about  the  limita- 
tions of  the  blind  and  their  lack  of  opportunity  to  engage 
in  industrial  pursuits  after  they  leave  school,  it  must  be 
apparent  to  anyone  who  takes  a broad  and  practical  view 
of  their  education  and  studies  well  their  future  welfare 
and  happiness,  that,  although  earnest  efforts  are  put  forth 
to  make  the  instruction  in  other  lines  helpful  to  all,  in  the 
industrial  department  of  a school  of  this  kind,  are  af- 
forded the  best  opportunities  for  a large  number  of  pupils 
to  prepare  themselves  for  lives  of  usefulness.  While  some 
indeed  many,  may  not  be  entirely  fitted  to  earn  their 
own  living,  they  may  at  least  assist  in  doing  so ; and,  with- 
out the  ability  to  engage  in  some  useful  employment,  life 
to  them  would  indeed  be  cheerless  and  hopeless. 

Furthermore,  we  have  known  blind  young  men  who 
have  made  good  use  of  the  trades  they  learned  at  school 
as  stepping-stones  to  something  higher.  The  know- 
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ledge  of  business  acquired  while  they  were  learning  their 
trades,  added  to  that  acquired  by  contact  with  the  world, 
led  them  into  other  lines  of  employment  in  which  they 
succeeded  well. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  it  has  been  our  aim  to  make 
the  training  in  this  department  as  profitable  as  possible, 
and  to  that  end,  we  have  used  all  the  means  at  our  com- 
mand that  would  add  interest  to  the  work  and  contribute  to 
its  success.  In  this,  I am  pleased  to  note,  we  have  been 
heartily  seconded  by  those  who  have  had  the  training  in 
charge. 

We  have  not  wasted  time  trying  experiments,  or  in  a 
fruitless  effort  to  teach  trades  which  cannot  be  made  pro- 
fitable to  the  blind,  merely  for  the  sake  ot  doing  some- 
thing ; but,  we  have  followed  the  lines  which  experience 
has  led  us  to  feel  will  lead  to  the  most  practical  and  satis- 
factory results.  The  instruction  has  been  conducted  as 
heretofore  in  two  sections,  namely,  the  work-room  for  the 
girls  and  the  work-shop  for  the  boys. 

The  Work-room  for  the  Girls. 

This  room,  most  of  the  time,  reveals  a scene  of  con- 
tented and  happy  children  and  youth  deeply  absorbed  in 
their  several  occupations.  Much  of  the  interest  exhibited 
here  and  the  satisfactory  progress  made  by  the  pupils,  are 
due  to  the  zeal,  tact  and  judgment  displayed  by  the  teacher 
in  charge. 

All  the  girls  and  all  the  small  boys  spend  a part  of  each 
day  in  this  room.  The  older  girls  are  tanglit  to  sew,  both 
by  hand  and  with  a machine,  to  knit,  darn  and  crochet, 
and  to  make  a variety  of  useful  and  fancy  articles  of  worsted, 
yarn  and  thread.  They  have  also  been  taught  to  make 
dresses,  waists  and  other  articles  of  wearing  apparel,  the 
workmanship  of  some  of  which  would  do  credit  to  people 
with  good  sight.  The  display  ol  needle  and  other  work 
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from  this  room  at  the  close  of  the  last  term  of  the  school, 
was  a credit  to  the  Institution,  the  teacher  and  the  pupils. 
It  was  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  any  display  of  work  of 
this  kind  we  have  ever  seen  in  any  Institution  for  the 
Blind. 

Some  of  the  younger  girls  are  also  taught  to  sew  with 
a needle,  to  knit  and  crochet,  in  all  of  which  they  have 
made  excellent  progress ; and  all  the  rest,  with  the  small 
boys,  are  taught  to  make  many  articles  of  various  sizes 
and  shapes,  of  beads  and  wire.  This  latter  employment, 
besides  being  an  attractive  method  of  object  teaching,  is 
valuable  for  the  hand  training  it  gives  the  young  pupils, 
which  proves  of  decided  advantage  in  other  lines  of  in- 
struction. 

The  Boys’  Work-Shop. 

This  branch  of  our  industrial  work  has  been  con- 
ducted with  diligence  and  tact.  Most  of  the  pupils  en- 
gaged in  the  broom  trade  have  made  commendable  pro- 
gress, and  some  of  them  can  be  regarded  as  good  work- 
men Our  aim  is  to  train  our  pupils  in  this,  as  well  as  in 
all  other  branches  of  work,  to  strive  for  a high  degree 
of  efficiency — not  only  to  do  work,  but  to  do  good  work. 

During  the  year  310  dozen  brooms  of  different  kinds 
have  been  made — 253  dozen  No.  4,  or  railroad  brooms, 
14  dozen  fine  parlor  brooms,  38  dozen  heavy  brooms  with 
cane  centers,  and  5 dozen  common  brooms.  The  brooms 
manufactured  in  our  shop  compare  favorably  with  any  in 
the  market,  and  we  have  found  ready  sale  for  them  at 
fair  prices. 

Health  of  the  Institution. 

Although,  as  is  well  known,  the  physical  stamina  of 
children  without  sight  is,  as  a general  rule,  below  that  of 
those  who  can  see,  we  are  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that 
the  general  health  of  our  school  has  been  excellent. 
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Save  a few  chronic  cases  of  illness,  the  like  of  which 
may  always  be  found  in  a school  of  this  kind,  and  which 
are  not  the  results  of  any  special  conditions,  our  pupils 
during  the  whole  of  last  fall  enjoyed  almost  complete  im- 
munity from  sickness.  But,  during  the  early  part  of 
December  last,  measles  broke  out  in  the  Institution.  Six 
small  pupils  became  ill  with  the  disease  almost  at  the  same 
time — within  a period  of  36  hours.  The  disease  spread 
until  18  pupils  were  affected  by  it.  Fortunately,  through 
prompt  and  wise  treatment  and  careful  nursing,  they  all 
recovered,  and,  in  due  time,  took  their  places  in  their 
classes.  This  was  the  most  serious  contagion  we  have  had 
in  the  school  since  we  have  been  in  this  building. 

About  five  weeks  later,  Earnest  Crawshaw,  of  Char- 
leroi, Pa.,  one  of  the  pupils  who  had  been  ill  with  measles, 
was  taken  sick  with  pneumonia,  and,  I am  pained  to  say, 
that  despite  the  most  skillful  treatment  by  the  attending 
physician  and  the  careful  attention  of  a trained  nurse,  the 
disease  could  not  be  arrested,  but  he  gradually  grew  worse, 
and  died  on  Sunday  afternoon,  February  1 1th  last. 
Earnest’s  parents  were  with  him  when  he  died,  and  took 
the  body  to  Charleroi  for  interment.  His  death  was  de- 
plored by  all  connected  with  the  school.  Since  then,  we 
have  had  no  sickness  in  the  Institution,  except  such  slight 
ailments  as  usually  occur  among  children,  as  results  of 
changes  in  the  seasons  and  temperature. 

The  excellent  health  record  of  this  Institution  is  at- 
tributed chiefly  to  its  location  in  one  of  the  most  delight- 
ful and  healthful  sections  of  Pittsburg,  to  the  abundant 
supply  of  pure  water  and  to  perfect  sewerage ; to  the  regular 
habits  of  the  pupils  and  the  careful  supervision  of  their 
health  by  the  officers ; to  the  supply  of  good,  wholesome 
food  furnished,  and  to  the  superior  opportunities  for  play 
and  exercise  found  on  the  verandas  and  grounds. 
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In  this  connection,  I beg  leave  to  express  our  ap- 
preciation of  the  valuable  service  rendered  the  Institution 
by  Dr.  Ogden  M.  Edwards,  the  attending  physician.  Dr. 
Edwards  responded  cheerfully  and  promptly  to  every  call 
made  upon  him,  and  took  a deep  interest  in  the  health 
and  welfare  of  all  the  pupils.  He  exhibited  professional 
ability  and  skill  in  the  treatment  of  all  those  who  were 
placed  under  his  immediate  care. 

Moral  Instruction  and  Discipline. 

As  stated  in  former  reports,  the  Institution  is  managed 
on  a strictly  non-sectarian  basis.  The  blind  children  of 
parents  of  all  denominations  and,  also,  those  whose  par- 
ents have  no  church  affiliation,  are  admitted  The  Bible 
is  our  guide  in  moral  and  spiritual  instruction ; but,  at  no 
time,  do  we  permit  anything  to  be  said  or  done,  that  would 
give  a sectarian  bias  to  the  mind  of  any  one,  or  that  a 
sensible  person  of  any  denomination  could  object  to. 

The  discipline  of  the  school  is  judicious,  but  firm, 
in  all  matters  of  this  kind,  we  aim  to  be  most  considerate 
and  just.  As  is  well  known,  many  of  those  admitted  to 
the  Institution  come  from  environments  that  are  not  the 
best,  and  through  neglect,  or  sentimentality,  have  been 
over-indulged,  or  permitted  to  have  their  own  way  in  all 
things,  until  they  have,  grown  to  be  self-willed,  stub- 
born and  disobedient.  To  correct  these  habits  and  train 
blind  children  to  recognize  authority  and  yield  obedience 
to  rules  and  regulations,  is  often  a difficult  task,  which  re- 
quires much  patience,  judgment  and  watchfulness.  While 
we  have  the  most  profound  sympathy  for  them  because  of 
their  affliction  and  lack  of  discipline,  we  must  insist  up- 
on prompt  and  willing  obedience;  we  must  strive  to 
awaken  in  them  an  ambition  to  do  right,  and  to  cultivate 
a desire  to  work  for  their  own  improvement.  In  this, 
as  in  every  thing  else  pertaining  to  their  training,  we 
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seek  only  the  welfare  and  ultimate  happiness  of  those 
committed  to  our  charge. 

Changes  in  Officers  and  Teachers. 

Early  last  fall,  Miss  Annie  T.  Brownlee,  who  had 
been  the  faithful  and  efficient  assistant  in  the  office  of  the 
Superintendent,  as  bookkeeper  and  typewriter,  tendered 
her  resignation  to  fulfill  a more  important  engagement. 
Miss  Brownlee  took  pride  in  her  work  and  was  conscien- 
tious in  the  discharge  of  her  duties.  We  parted  with  her 
with  regret.  She  has  since  become  Mrs.  Hamilton.  The 
vacancy  thus  created  was  filled  by  the  appointment  of 
Miss  Ella  B.  Parsons,  of  Charleroi,  who  had  pursued  a 
course  of  study  in  the  Commercial  Department  of  the  Cal- 
ifornia, Pa.,  State  Normal  School. 

Owing  to  the  increased  number  of  pupils  in  the  pri- 
mary classes,  and  the  necessity  for  giving  special  attention 
to  some  who,  on  account  of  their  age,  ought  to  be  advanced 
as  rapidly  as  possible,  the  labor  of  the  teacher  of  these 
classes  had  become  too  burdensome.  Hence,  to  relieve 
her  of  part  of  her  duties,  we  last  December  employed 
Miss  M.  Edna  Caskey  to  take  charge  of  a number  of 
special  primary  pupils.  The  change  has  proved  satisfac- 
tory. Miss  Caskey  has  brought  to  her  work  the  energy 
and  enthusiasm  of  young  life,  which  are  highly  essential 
for  a teacher  of  young  children. 

During  the  latter  part,  of  last  January,  Miss  Alice  M. 
Barnes,  who  faithfully  and  satisfactorily  filled  the  position 
of  Girls’  Governess  since  last  June,  on  account  of  impair- 
ed health,  voluntarily  resigned.  The  place  was  filled  by 
the  appointment  of  Miss  Margaret  Keefe,  who  has  had 
some  experience  in  managing  deficient  children. 

Last  February,  Dr.  Ogden  M.  Edwards,  the  attend- 
ing physician,  to  whom  we  have  referred  elsewhere  in 
this  report,  tendered  his  resignation,  which  was  finally  ac- 
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cepted,  with  an  expression  of  thanks  from  the  Board  of 
Directors  for  his  efficient  and  valuable  professional  ser- 
vices. The  vacancy  has  not  yet  been  supplied. 

In  Conclusion. 

I cannot  close  this  report  without  making  some 
reference  to  our  esteemed  and  honored  friend  and  helper, 
Col.  Wm.  A.  Herron,  the  news  of  whose  sudden  death 
early  Sunday  morning,  the  6th  instant,  shocked  us  and 
caused  us  profound  sorrow. 

Nearly  ten  years  ago — in  August,  1890 — when  I 
was  invited  to  come  to  Pittsburgh  to  consult  with  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  then  proposed  Institu- 
tion for  the  Blind,  regarding  plans  of  organization  and 
methods  of  conducting  such  undertakings,  one  of  the  first 
gentlemen,  if  not  the  very  first,  to  whom  I was  introduced, 
was  Col.  Herron.  I had  never  met  him  before,  but  the 
greeting  was  so  fatherly  and  cordial  that  I was  at  once  put 
at  ease ; and,  I was  not  long  in  conversation  with 
him,  until  I became  convinced  that  he  was  thoroughly 
imbued  with  a true  spirit  of  philanthropy,  and  felt  satis- 
fied that  any  benevolent  undertaking  in  which  he  and 
men  of  his  type  would  engage,  would  certainly  succeed. 

Later,  when  I was  invited  by  the  Directors  to  come 
here,  organize  the  Institution  and  take  charge  of  its  man- 
agement, although  pleasantly  located,  being  at  that  time 
in  charge  of  the  Indiana  State  Institution  for  the  Blind  in 
Indianapolis,  I resigned  my  position  there  and  came  to 
this  city,  to  cast  my  lot  in  a new  and  untried  field.  While 
I knew  I was  to  engage  in  pioneer  work,  so  to  speak, 
which  has  few  attractions,  and  is  always  attended  with 
more  or  less  difficulty  and  discouragements,  I felt  that  the 
gentlemen  back  of  the  enterprise  were  men  of  broad  and 
liberal  views,  who  would  unhesitatingly  give  me  their 
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hearty  support,  whose  influence  for  good  was  potent,  and 
who  would  spare  nothing  to  make  the  undertaking  a suc- 
cess. I was  not  mistaken. 

The  history  of  the  Institution  for  the  past  ten  years 
is  before  us.  It  reveals  a growth  and  a degree  of  prosper- 
ity almost  unparalleled  among  Institutions  of  this  kind  in 
this  country ; and,  for  this,  Col.  W.  A.  Herron  is  entitled 
to  much  credit.  He  never  faltered  in  his  support  of  the 
undertaking,  and  his  interest  in  it  remained  unabated  to 
the  end.  He  readily  grasped  and  heartily  supported 
every  suggestion  and  proposition  that  were  made  for  the 
development  of  the  school  and  for  the  extension  of  its 
benefits.  He  was  a frequent  and  always  a welcome  visi- 
itor  to  the  Institution,  for  we  felt  that  he  was  a friend  in  per- 
fect accord  with  our  work ; and  he  never  left  us  without 
showing  some  appreciation  of  what  was  being  accomplish- 
ed. It  seemed  to  be  his  earnest  desire  to  be  helpful  and 
to  advance  the  interests  of  the  Institution  in  every  di- 
rection possible. 

When  in  the  city,  and  it  was  possible  for  him  to  do 
so,  Mr.  Herron  was  present  at  all  public  entertainments 
given  by  the  school.  He  took  a deep  interest  in  the  exer- 
cises, was  always  delighted  with  the  progress  evinced  by 
the  pupils,  and  was  unstinted  in  his  praise  of  their  efforts. 

Col.  Herron  was  endowed  with  a compassionate  na- 
ture, and  had  genuine  sympathy  for  the  trials  and  suffer- 
ings of  the  unfortunate  ; and  the  sight  of  a class  of  little 
blind  children  awakened  in  him  the  tenderest  feelings,  and 
seemed  to  prompt  him  to  make  some  new  effort  for  their 
comfort  and  happiness.  He  was  their  true  friend. 

We  shall  miss  him.  We  shall  miss  his  presence  at 
our  meetings  and  public  entertainments  ; we  shall  miss 
his  counsel  and  advice,  and  we  shall  miss  his  words  of 
encouragement  and  his  earnest  support. 
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I take  occasion  to  express  again  my  full  appreciation 
of  the  valuable  aid  rendered  by  the  officers  and  teachers 
in  conducting  the  affairs  of  the  school,  and  to  bear  testi- 
mony to  their  fidelity  and  devotion  in  the  performance  of 
the  duties  required  of  them.  The  teachers  have  been 
quick  to  seize  upon  every  method  or  measure  tending  to 
awaken  in  the  pupils  an  interest  in  the  school  work,  or  to 
make  the  instruction  more  and  more  effective. 

Again  thanking  you,  gentlemen  of  the  Board,  for 
your  continued  support  and  encouragement  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Institution  and  for  your  willing  endorse- 
ment of  every  plan  and  suggestion  tending  to  raise 
it  to  higher  planes  of  usefulness,  and  assuring  you  that  it 
is  my  chief  desire  to  discharge  my  duties  so  as  to  merit  a 
continuance  of  the  confidence  reposed  in  me,  this  report  is 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  B.  Jacobs, 
Superintendent. 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

It  affords  us  great  pleasure,  at  the  close  of  the  year’s  work,  to  form- 
ally tender  our  heartfelt  thanks  and  acknowledge  our  obligations  to  our 
many  friends,  for  their  numerous  tokens  of  interest  in  our  work,  evi- 
dences of  appreciation  and  proofs  of  good  will,  given  us  during  the  year. 

These  exhibitions  of  kindness  on  the  part  of  our  friends  encourage 
us  greatly,  influence  the  whole  school  work  and  stimulate  us  all  to 
strive  for  higher  and  nobler  things. 

We  desire  especially  to  express  our  greatful  acknowledgments — 

To  Mrs.  Wm.  Thaw,  for  tickets  of  admission  of  pupils  and  attend- 
ants to  “The  Redemption,  a Sacred  Trilogy,  by  Charles  Gounod,”  ren- 
dered by  the  Ringwalt  Choir  Union,  at  Carnegie  Music  Hall,  Tuesday 
evening,  May  11,  1899. 

To  Mrs.  Grace  Damian  Brenon,  for  a pleasing  as  well  as  profitable 
musical  entertainment,  given  in  the  chapel  of  the  Institution  on  Fri- 
day afternoon,  May  12th  last.  Mrs.  Brenon  had  arranged  a well 
selected  program,  consisting  principally  of  vocal  numbers  for  the  occa- 
sion, and  was  assisted  in  its  rendition  by  pupils  under  her  own  instruc- 
tion and  other  ladies  of  her  selection.  While  the  entertainment 
was  given  for  the  benefit  ot  our  pupils  and  the  faculty  of  the  school, 
there  was  present  also  a goodly  number  of  other  persons.  All  were 
pleased  and  warm  in  praise  of  the  entertainment. 

To  Mrs  M.  G.  Hostetter,  for  16  tickets  admitting  pupils  to  the  “Tes- 
timonial Concert  ” to  Prof.  Joseph  H.  Gittings,  at  Carnegie  Music  Hall, 
Tuesday  evening,  June  6th  last. 

To  Prof.  Eugene  C.  Heffley,  for  giving  his  annual  “ Pianoforte  Re- 
cital ” by  his  advanced  pupils  in  our  chapel,  Friday  eveniug,  June  16, 
1899.  This  was  highly  profitable  to  our  students,  for  it  gave  them  an 
opportunity  to  listen  to  the  rendering  of  choice  selections  by  the  ad- 
vanced pupils  of  one  of  the  leading  teachers  of  the  pianoforte  in  this 
city. 

To  Miss  E.  G.  Hanna,  of  Pittsburgh,  for  a donation  of  $10  in  cash. 

To  Benjamin  Thaw,  Esq.,  for  tickets  of  admission  of  pupils  to  “Tes- 
timonial Concert”  to  Prof.  Chas.  H.  Gittings,  June  6,  1899,  and  for 
other  courtesies  extended  the  management  of  the  Institution. 

To  Miss  Kate  E.  Courtney  and  the  ladies  and  gentlemen,  Miss  An- 
nie Edeburn,  Miss  Snyder,  Mrs.  Chas.  Wendt,  and  Messrs.  Ross  Lynn, 
F.  Van  Osten,  F.  A.  Hall  and  Louis  H.  Huseman,  who  so  ably  assisted 
her,  for  a delightful  piano  and  song  recital,  given  in  the  Chapel  on 
Tuesday  evening,  November  21st  last.  Although  the  recital  was  given 
as  a compliment  to  our  school,  the  chapel  was  well  filled  with  friends  of 
of  the  Institution.  The  evening  was  greatly  enjoyed  by  all  present. 

To  Mr.  W.  Wade,  of  Oakmont,  Pa.,  for  a set  of  the  “The  Royal 
Crown  Readers,”  6 volumes,  donated  to  the  Institution. 

To  Mrs.  Virginia  B.  Robertson,  the  mother  of  a pupil,  for  a dona- 
tion of  $25  in  cash. 

To  H.  Kirk  Porter,  Esq.,  Mrs.  H.  G.  Dravo,  Mr.  Wilber  Shenk, 
Mr.  Samuel  Black,  Mr.  W.  E.  Martin  and  Mr.  E.  A.  Woods,  all  of 
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whom  kindly  joined  Mr.  Porter  in  making  contributions  to  a fund  with 
which  to  purchase  tickets  for  the  admissiou  of  pupils  aud  their  attend- 
ants to  the  Saturday  afternoon  concerts  of  the  Pittsburgh  Orchestra, 
at  Carnegie  Music  Hall.  The  money  thus  donated  was  judiciously  ex- 
pended, and  the  opportunity  thus  afforded  our  pupils  to  attend  the 
concerts,  was  highly  appreciated  and  greatly  enjoyed  by  them. 

To  Prof.  Chas.  Gernert,  for  28  tickets  admitting  pupils  to  the  Or- 
chestra Circle,  at  the  entertainment  given  by  the  Ringwalt  Choir 
Union,  at  Carnegie  Music  Hall,  Tuesday  evening,  December  7,  1899. 

To  Mr.  A.  H.  Brockett,  for  his  kindness  in  making  reduction  on 
price  of  tickets  for  pupils  to  Miss- Clara  Butt’s  Song  Recital,  at  Carnegie 
Music  Hall,  Wednesday  evening,  December  6th  last. 

To  James  R.  Mellon,  Esq.,  for  a donation  of  $50  in  cash,  given  as  a 
Christmas  present. 

To  Dr.  George  P.  Brown  of  Bloomington,  111.,  editor  of  the  School 
and  Horne  Education , for  a donation  of  ten  volumes  of  choice  juvenile 
books.  These  books  contain  some  of  the  world’s  choicest  literature,  put 
in  language  easily  comprehended  by  young  pupils. 

To  Prof.  John  Gernert,  for  tickets  of  admission  to  concerts. 

To  H.  K.  Porter,  Esq.,  for  kindly  remembering  our  pupils  on  last 
Christmas  day,  by  sending  them  a quantity  of  oranges,  nuts  and  grapes. 

To  Mr.  Peter  Richenberger,  of  McKeesport,  Pa.,  for  a donation  of 
$10  cash. 

To  the  Bellefield  Presbyterian  Sunday  School,  for  a large  number 
of  boxes  of  candy  sent  the  pupils  as  a Christmas  gift,  and  for  the  inter- 
est taken  in  those  of  our  number  who  attend  that  Sunday  School. 

To  Mr.  H.  L.  Ringwalt,  for  tickets  admitting  pupils  to  the  render- 
ing, by  the  Ringwalt  Choir  Union,  of  “The  Last  Judgment,”  by  Louis 
Spohr,  Tuesday  evening,  April  5,  1900. 

To  the  editors  and  publishers  of  the  following  periodicals  and  daily 
papers,  which  have  been  gratuitously  sent  to  the  Institution,  and  from 
which  extracts  have  been  selected  daily  and  read  to  the  pupils. 

The  Pittsburgh  Dispatch , The  Pittsburgh  Leader , The  Presbyterian 
Banner , School  and  Home  Education , Bloomington,  111.;  The  United 
Presbyterian , Pittsburgh,  Pa.;  The  Colorado  Index , printed  at  the  Col- 
orado School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind,  Colorado  Springs,  and  The  West- 
ern Pennsylvanian , published  at  the  Deaf-Mute  Institution,  Edge- 
wood,  Pa. 

And  to  all  others  who  have  assisted  us  in  any  way,  and  given  evi- 
dence of  good  will  and  interest  in  the  Institution. 

We  are  profoundly  grateful  to  the  several  daily  newspapers  of  the 
city,  for  the  valuable  service  they  have  rendered  us  in  our  work.  They 
have  cheerfully  and  readily  published  many  notices  of  concerts  and 
other  entertainments  at  the  Institution,  free  of  charge,  and  have  given 
valuable  space  in  their  columns  for  numerous  articles,  whereby,  the 
people  of  Western  Pennsylvania  have  been  enabled  to  gather  much 
information  regarding  the  character  and  purposes  of  the  school. 

All  the  above  are  made  in  compliance  with  instructions  from  the 
Board  of  Directors. 


H.  B.  Jacobs,  Superintendent. 


(lemral  Information: 


The  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind 
is  a school  of  learning,  established  for  the  special  benefit 
of  the  blind  youth  in  the  western  part  of  the  State.  It  is 
in  no  sense  a home  or  a retreat,  as  many  suppose,  for.  aged 
or  infirm  blind  people ; nor  is  it  a hospital  for  the  treat- 
ment of  diseases  of  the  eye,  but  is  strictly  educational  in 
all  its  interests.  It  is  the  aim  and  purpose  of  this  Institu- 
tion to  give  the  blind  youth  of  this  section  of  the  State  a 
liberal  education,  and,  in  addition,  give  them  such  train- 
ing in  the  art  of  music  and  instruction  in  industrial  pur- 
suits as  will  aid  them  to  become  independant  and  useful 
members  of  society. 

The  Institution  is  located  in  one  of  the  most  desir- 
able parts  of  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  Indeed,  it  would  be 
difficult  to  select,  in  or  about  this  city,  a more  beautiful, 
healthful  or  convenient  site  for  this  school  than  the 
grounds  on  which  it  is  situated.  The  buildings  are  light, 
airy,  commodious  and  cheerful,  and  supplied  with  modern 
conveniences.  They  overlook  the  noted  Schenley  Park, 
and  are  only  a few  squares  distant  from  the  new  Pittsburg 
Carnegie  Library.  The  location  of  the  Institution  affords 
the  inmates  the  advantages  and  privileges  of  a city  life, 
with  the  quiet  of  a country  home. 

The  Institution  fronts  on  Bayard  street,  while  Belle- 
field  avenue  extends  the  full  length  of  the  grounds  on  the 
east.  It  can  be  reached  from  almost  any  part  of  the  city 
by  electric  cars.  Three  different  lines  of  cars — the  Fifth 
avenue  line,  the  Forbes  street,  Bloomfield  and  Negley  ave- 
nue lines,  and  the  Centre  avenue  and  East  Liberty  line, 
each,  in  a different  direction  from  the  Institution,  pass 
within  two  squares  of  it. 
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The  Institution  is  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the 
State,  and  pupils  who  are  unable  to  pay  for  their  tuition  or 
contribute  anything'  toward  their  support,  are  given  the  full 
benefit  and  privileges  of  the  school  free  of  charge.  All 
are  accorded  the  same  advantages  and  opportunties. 

Pupils  are  admitted  at  any  time  during  the  term,  and 
placed  in  classes  and  at  the  work  best  suited  to  their  con- 
dition and  degree  of  mental  development. 

Parents  and  guardians  are  required  to  supply  their 
children  with  good,  comfortable  clothing  of  sufficient 
quantity  to  admit  of  the  necessary  changes  for  washing 
and  mending,  and  to  defray  their  traveling  and  other  in- 
cidental expenses.  All  articles  of  clothing  should  be 
carefully  marked  with  indelible  ink  before  they  are  sent 
to  the  Institution. 

Letters  are  written  once  a month,  or  oftener,  if  neces- 
sary, for  those  who  cannot  write  for  themselves ; and,  in 
case  of  the  serious  sickness  of  a pupil,  the  parents  or 
guardian  will  be  informed  of  the  fact  immediately,  by  letter 
or  telegram.  It  is  the  desire  of  the  management  that  the 
parents  and  friends  of  the  pupils  shall  be  kept  well  in- 
formed as  to  their  condition  and  progress. 

Letters  and  packages  for  the  pupils  should  have  writ- 
ten on  them,  besides  the  name  of  the  pupil  addressed,  the 
words  Institution  for  the  Blind , Bellefield  avenue , Pitts- 
burg. Pa.,  to  insure  prompt  delivery. 

The  use  of  tobacco  in  any  form  is  strictly  forbid. len, 
and  no  one  using  it,  and  no  one  of  confirmed  immoral 
habits,  will  be  received  into  the  Institution. 

All  pupils  must  be  removed  from  the  Institution  at 
the  close  of  each  school  term  by  those  who  are  responsible 
for  their  care,  and  at  any  other  time,  should  necessity  re- 
quire it,  upon  due  notice  being  served. 
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A parent  or  guardian,  who  is  contemplating  the  plac- 
ing of  a blind  child  in  this  Institution,  should  at  once  op- 
en communication  relative  thereto  with  the  Superintendent. 

Blank  forms  of  application  for  admission  will  be  fur- 
nished at  any  time  by  tbe  Superintendent,  and  no  pupil  will 
be  admitted  to  the  school  until  such  application  has  been 
returned,  with  the  questions  which  it  contains  satisfactorily 
answered,  and  it  has  been  submitted  to  the  Board  of 
Directors. 

Information  concerning  the  character  and  purpose  of 
the  Institution  and  of  the  work  being  done,  will  be  cheer- 
fully given;  and  all  inquiries  about  the  steps  to  be  taken 
to  procure  the  admission  of  pupils,  or  the  management  of 
the  school,  will  be  promptly  answered,  by  addressing  the 
undersigned. 

H.  B.  Jacobs, 

Superintendent „ 


datalo^ite  of  JlitpUs 


IN  ATTENDANCE  THIS  YEAR. 


No.  Name. 


BOYS. 

When  Admitted.  Residence. 


1.  Samuel  W.  Anderson, 

2.  Walter  Ryan  Taylor, 

3.  George  Heck, 

4.  George  Smith  Colvin, 

5.  Edward  Valentine  Minch, 

6.  Albert  Standley  Miller, 

7.  Timothy  McCue, 

.8.  Charles  O.  McLaughlin, 

9.  William  F.  McNally, 

10.  John  H.  Dolan, 

11.  Orlando  Young, 

12.  Samuel  Earl  Kephart, 

13.  James  Coyle, 

14.  Earnest  Geo.  Scott, 

15.  Chas.  A.  Grimes, 

16.  Harry  R Barrows, 

17.  Chas.  Homer  Gibson, 

18.  Harold  Guy  Niekeson, 

19.  Earl  C.  Bouk, 

20.  Merrel  Doyle, 

21.  J.  Donald  McLean, 

22.  Francis  Payne, 

23.  Orrin  Werner  Locke, 

24.  Samuel  George  Rowe, 

25.  Edward  R.  Brown, 

26.  Geo  J.  Reichenberger, 

27.  Cyrus  Barnes, 

28.  Oscar  Gibson, 

.29.  Robert  C.  Davidson, 

30.  Joseph  Ambrose, 

31.  Albert  O.  Buechler, 

32.  John  F.  Motheral, 

33.  Edward  Junkins, 

34.  Charles  D.  Alter, 

35.  Ashley  B.  Daughenbaugh, 

36.  Earnest  Crawshaw, 

37.  Frank  A.  Shook, 

38.  Stephen  Huff, 

38.  Theodore  Romack, 

40.  Grant  Crosley, 

41.  Joseph  Kestler, 

42.  Claude  Stover, 

43.  Christopher  Smoke, 

44.  Walter  E.  Downing, 

45.  McCandless  Beach, 

46.  George  I.  Beers, 

47.  Harold  L.  Strong, 


Jan.  19,  1891, 
Nov.  27  1891, 
Sept.  15,  1892, 
Jan.  3,  1893, 
Oct.  24,  1893, 
Oct.  26,  1893, 
Dec.  14,  1893, 
April  30,  1894, 
May  1,  1894, 
Sept.  27,  1894, 
Feb.  1,  1895, 
March  4.  1895, 
June  1,  1895, 
June  3,  1895, 
June  4,  1895, 
June  6,  1895, 
Sept.  12,  1895, 
May  18,  1896, 
June  15,  1896, 
Sept.  2,  1896, 
Sept.  22,  1896, 
Oct.  21,  1896, 
Oct  21,  1896, 
Feb.  4,  1897, 
May  26,  1897, 
May  27,  1897, 
Sept.  8,  1897, 
Sept.  15,  1897, 
Nov.  1,  1897, 
Feb.  26,  1898, 
April  20,  1898, 
May  3,  1898, 
Sept.  10,  1898, 
Sept.  12,  1898, 
Sept.  15,  1898, 
Nov.  io,  1898, 
Nov.  21  1898, 
Dec.  1,  1898, 
Jan.  4,  1899, 
Mar.  31,  1899, 
April  24,  1899, 
Sept.  7,  1899, 
Sept.  11,  1899, 
Nov.  14,  1899, 
Feb.  5,  1900, 
Feb.  26,  1900, 
May  5,  1900, 
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Braddock,  Pa. 
Claremont,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Allegheny,  Pa. 
Allegheny,  Pa. 
Glade,  Pa. 
Allegheny,  Pa. 
Unity,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Sheffield,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Connellsville,  Pa. 
Homestead,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Taylorstown,  Pa, 
Washington,  Pa. 
Harrisville,  Pa. 
Washington,  Pa. 
New  Brighton,  Pa 
Wheatland,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Allegheny,  Pa. 
Sewickley,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Allegheny,  Pa. 
McKeesport.  Pa. 
Leetsdale,  Pa. 
Harrisville,  Pa. 
McDonald,  Pa. 
Federal,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Par 
Seward,  Pa. 
Wilmerding,  Pa. 
Kylertown.  Pa. 
Charleroi,  Pa. 
Glenshaw,  Pa. 
Kane,  Pa. 

Evans  City,  Pa. 
Shamokin,  Pa. 
Seward,  Pa. 

Grove  City,  Pa. 
Moshannon,  Pa. 

Oil  City,  Pa. 
Allegheny,  Pa. 
Blandl  urg.  Pa. 
Brookville,  Pa. 
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GIRLS. 


No. 

Name. 

When  Admitted. 

l. 

Emma  H.  Cravan, 

Oct.  16,  1890, 

2. 

Amanda  B.  D.  Bay, 

Nov.  11,  1890, 

3- 

Jean  Cowan, 

Dec.  4,  1890, 

4- 

Mary  A.  Nichols, 

April  30,  1891, 

5- 

Ethel  E Crooks, 

April  28,  1892, 

6. 

Eliza  Johnson, 

Feb.  27,  1893, 

7- 

Sada  B.  Reisinger, 

Sept.  6,  1893, 

8. 

Olive  Gibson, 

Oct,  20,  1893, 

9- 

Agnes  May  Gilner, 

Oct.  20,  1893, 

to. 

Bertha  May  Johnson, 

Oct.  23,  1893, 

1 1. 

Katie  Burke, 

Dec.  7,  1893, 

12. 

Jane  Anna  Ferry, 

Sept.  5,  1894, 

i3- 

Jennie  S.  Snyder, 

Sept_  5,  1894, 

14. 

Dessie  Markland, 

Sept'  5,  1894, 

i5- 

Lulu  Florence  Trainer, 

Oct.  18,  1894, 

16. 

Martha  Bates, 

June  3,  1895, 

>7- 

Edith  McC.  Smith, 

Nov.  4,  1895, 

18. 

Margaret  O.  Castor, 

Feb.  24,  1896, 

19. 

Hazel  Keefer, 

May  2,  1896, 

20. 

Pearl  Keefer, 

May  2,  1896, 

21. 

Mary  C.  Hays, 

May  28,  1896, 

22. 

May  Levy, 

Sept.  14,  1896, 

23- 

Harriet  P.  Slattery, 

Sept.  22,  1896, 

24. 

Lizzie  Flanigan, 

Jan.  11,  1897, 

25- 

Kathleen  A.  Tragesser, 

April  20,  1897, 

26. 

Viola  Edna  Suter, 

May  11,  1897, 

27. 

Bessie  V.  Robertson, 

June  1,  1897, 

28. 

Katherine  Recktenwald, 

June  14,  1897, 

29. 

Florence  McHenry, 

Sept  21.  1897, 

30. 

Elsie  May  Vath, 

Oct.  8,  1897, 

3i- 

Margaretta  M.  Wolff, 

Nov.  1,  1897, 

32. 

Margaret  Shipley, 

Nov.  13,  1897, 

33- 

Estella  Muller, 

Tan.  3,  1898, 

34- 

Ethel  Florence  Boyer, 

Jan.  13,  1898, 

35- 

Martha  Hecht, 

April  30,  1898, 

36. 

Maggie  Winkle voss, 

Sept  27,  1898, 

37- 

Bertha  Ubry, 

Nov.  26,  1898, 

38. 

Josephine  Brener, 

April  24,  1899, 

39- 

Adeline  Masterson, 

Sept.  11,  1899, 

40. 

Daisy  Reynolds, 

Dec.  27,  1899, 

41- 

Melissa  Bertha  Hopkins, 

Feb.  22,  1900, 

42. 

Bessie  R.  Burket, 

May  3,  1900, 

Residence. 

Duff’s  P.  O.,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Anita,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Kendall  Creek,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Sharpsburg,  Pa. 
Harrisville,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Jeannette1  Pa. 
Altoona,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Apollo,  Pa. 
Allegheny,  Pa. 
Piolett,  Pa. 
Sharpsbunj,  Pa. 
Paul  ton,  Pa. 

West  Liberty,  Pa. 
Beaver  Falls,  Pa, 
Beaver  Falls,  Pa. 
Indiana.  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Confluence,  Pa‘ 
McKeesport,  Pa. 
Mt.  Pleasant,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh.  Pa. 
Homestead,  Pa. 
Sandy  Lake,  Pa. 
Carrick  P.  O , Pa. 
W.  Brownsville,  Pa, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Harmony,  Pa. 
Allegheny,  Pa. 
Duquesne,  Pa. 
Brush  Creek,  Fa. 
Allegheny,  Pa. 
Allegheny,  Pa. 
Allegheny,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
West  End,  Pa. 


FOR  THE 

0HfStcm  ^rnnsulbanta  Institution  for  tijc  33 ItnTi . 

Made  and  adopted  by  the  members  of  the  Corporation, 
at  a general  meeting  called  for  that  purpose,  and  held, 
March  17th,  1887,  with  such  amendments  as  have  been 
made  at  various  meetings  of  the  Corporation,  including 
the  annual  meeting  held  May  14th,  1888,  and  at  the 
Directors’  meetings. 

BUSINESS. 

1.  The  business  of  this  Corporation  shall  be  man- 
aged and  conducted  by  a President,  two  Vice-Presidents, 
a Board  of  Directors,  a Clerk  or  Secretary,  a Treasurer, 
and  such  other  Officers,  Agents  and  Committees  as  may  be 
appointed  from  time  to  time  by  the  Directors. 

DIRECTORS. 

2.  The  Directors  shall  be  chosen  annually  by  the 
members  of  the  Corporation,  and  shall  hold  their  offices 
until  others  are  chosen  and  qualified  in  their  stead. 

The  Directors  shall  be  divided  into  three  classes,  and 
three  of  them  shall  be  elected  for  a term  of  one  year,  three 
for  a term  of  two  years,  and  three  for  a term  of  three  years, 
respectively;  and,  at  all  ensuing  elections  of  said  Corpora- 
tion, the  Corporators  shall  only  elect  the  number  of 
Directors  necessary  to  take  the  places  of  those  whose  terms 
of  office  shall  then  expire,  and  such  Directors  shall  then 
be  chosen  for  a term  of  three  years. 

ANNUAL  MEETING. 

3.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation  for  the 
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election  of  Directors  and  the  transaction  of  other  business, 
shall  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  May  in  each  year 
succeeding  the  present,  in  the  City  of  Pittsburg.  Special 
meetings  of  the  members  of  the  Corporation  may  be  called 
by  the  Directors  when  necessary.  Notice  of  all  annual 
meetings  shall  be  published  in  one  newspaper,  in  the  City 
of  Pittsburg,  at  least  five  days  prior  to  any  such  meeting. 

SECRETARY. 

4.  The  Clerk  or  Secretary  shall  record  all  the  votes  of 
the  Corporation,  and  the  minutes  of  all  meetings  of  the 
Incorporators,  and,  also,  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  in  a 
book  kept  for  that  purpose. 

TREASURER. 

5.  The  Treasurer  shall  save  bond  in  the  sum  of 

o 

$5,000,  with  such  securities  as  the  Directors  may  require, 
for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties ; and  he  shall  keep 
the  moneys  of.  the  Corporation  in  a separate  account,  and 
shall  report  to  the  Directors  whenever  required,  and  pay 
all  warrants  drawn  by  the  Executive  Committee. 

PRESIDENT. 

6.  The  President,  or  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents, 
shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Directors  and  at  meet- 
ings of  the  members  of  the  Corporation,  and  shall  have 
and  exercise  all  the  powers  which  ordinarily  belong  to  the 
presiding  officer  of  representative  bodies. 

' QUORUM. 

7.  A majority  of  the  members  of  the  Corporation, 
who  are  present  at  any  regularly  called  meeting,  shall  be 
competent  to  transact  business.  Members  may  attend  in 
person  or  by  proxy. 
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POWER  OF  DIRECTORS. 

8.  The  Directors  shall  have  power  to  fill  all  vacancies 
which  may  happen  by  death,  resignation  or  otherwise. 

9.  The  Directors  shall  have  power  to  make  and 
enforce  all  such  rules  and  orders  as  they  may  deem  reason- 
able or  necessary  for  the  management  of  the  affairs  and 
business  of  the  Corporation,  and  for  the  government  of  its 
agents  and  employes. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

10.  In  addition  to  the  Corporators  named  in  the 
Charter,  members  may  be  admitted  by  the  Corporators 
upon  the  following  terms : Contributors  of  sums  of  money 
or  other  property  to  the  value  of  $500,  may  be  elected  to 
life  membership  ; and  annual  contributors  of  not  less  than 
$50,  may  be  elected  to  membership,  but,  in  the  latter  case, 
such  membership  shall  terminate  upon  default  of  such 
annual  contribution.  All  members  of  the  Corporation 
shall  during  the  period  of  their  membership  be  entitled  to 
vote  at  all  general  meetings  ot  the  Corporators. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

11.  The  President  shall,  at  the  organization  of  the 
Board  each  year,  appoint  an  Executive  Committee  consist- 
ing of  three  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  who  shall 
examine  and  approve  all  bills,  and  when  found  in  order, 
issue  warrants  on  the  Treasurer  for  the  payment  of  the 
same.  All  bills  must  be  approved  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, and  every  warrant  drawn  on  the  Treasurer  must 
be  countersigned  bv  the  Chairman  of  that  Committee. 

12.  The  President  shall  appoint  an  Auditing  Com 
mittee  of  three  members,  who  shall  annually  audit  the 
accounts  ol  the  Secretary,  Treasurer,  or  other  officers,  and 
make  report  thereof  to  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  also  to 
the  Corporators. 
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AMENDMENTS. 

13.  These  By-Laws  may  be  altered  or  amended  by  a 
two-thirds  vote  of  those  present,  at  any  regular  meeting  of 
the  Directors,  provided  due  notice  has  been  given  at  a 
previous  meeting,  and  not  otherwise. 

14.  At  the  reorganization  oi  the  Board  of  Directors 
each  year,  the  President  shall  divide  the  members  into 
committees  of  two  members  each,  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
in  course,  month  by  month,  as  individually  appointed,  to 
spend  a part  of  one  day  at  the  Institution,  inspect  the 
buildings,  visit  the  class  rooms,  consult  with  the  Superin- 
tendent as  to  the  interests  of  the  school,  and  report  to  the 
Board  at  its  next  monthly  meeting. 
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Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  torti*  Blind. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  ANNUAL  MEETING 

OF  THE 

Incorporators  and  embers. 


Pittsburg,  Pa.,  Play  6,  1901. 

The  fourteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  Incorporators 
and  Life  Members  of  this  Institution,  duly  called  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  provisions  of  the  By-Laws,  was  held  at 
the  Institution  this  afternoon  at  2 : 30  o’clock. 

Those  present  were  Rev.  John  G.  Brown,  D.  D.,  Bev. 
J.  T.  McCrorv,  II.  D.,  and  II.  K.  Porter,  Esq.,  Charter 
members ; Messrs.  Win.  L.  Abbott,  Otis  II.  Childs,  and  O. 
M.  Edwards,  Directors,  and  H.  B.  Jacobs,  Superintend- 
ent; and  those  represented  by  proxies  were  Maj.  A.  M. 
Brown  and  Chas.  F.  Dean,  Esq.,  Incorporators ; Mrs. 
Mary  Thaw  Thompson,  Messrs.  Henry  Phipps,  Benj. 
Thaw,  and  John  B.  Jackson,  Life  members. 

On  motion  offered  by  Mr.  Edwards,  Dr.  McCrory 
was  called  upon  to  preside  over  the  meeting. 

On  taking  the  chair,  Dr.  McCrory  invited  Dr.  J.  G. 
Brown  to  open  the  proceedings  with  prayer. 

The  organization  Avas  then  completed  by  appointing 
the  Superintendent  Secretary. 

A telephone  communication  from  Dr.  J.  A.  Lippin- 
cott,  expressing  regret  that  a professional  engagement 
Avould  prevent  his  attending  the  meeting,  Avas  presented. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  annual  meeting  Avere  then 
read,  and,  on  motion,  approved. 

The  Secretary  stated  that,  in  compliance  Avith  the 
By-Laws,  notice  of  the  meeting  had  been  published  in 
the  Pittsburgh  Daily  Dispatch,  in  three  different  issues  of 
the  paper,  namely,  April  30th  and  May  2d  and  Itli ; also, 
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that  copies  of  a circular  notice  of  the  meeting  had  been 
sent  to  all  the  members  of  the  corporation. 

The  Chair  then  called  for  the  annual  reports  of  the 
officers  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  Dr.  Brown,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board,  submitted  his  report,  which,  by  request, 
he  read.  It  was  formally  received,  ordered  placed 'on  file 
and  to  be  printed. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Treasurer,  Mr.  Chas.  F.  Dean, 
his  report  was  presented  and  read  by  the  Secretary,  it  hav- 
ing been  duly  audited  and  approved  by  Messrs.  Wm.  L. 
Abbott  and  Otis  H.  Childs,  in  accordance  with  instructions 
from  the  Board.  It  was  received  and  ordered  printed. 

The  annual  reports  of  the  Secretary  and  Superin- 
tendent were  also  submitted,  and,  on  motion,  were  ac- 
cepted and  ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  other  accom- 
panying documents. 

The  President  then  announced  that  the  terms  of  Dr. 
J.  A.  Lippincott,  Wm.  L.  Abbott  and  O.  M.  Edwards,  as 
Directors  of  the  Institution, ' expire  on  this  date,  and 
asked  the  pleasure  of  the  meeting  regarding  the  matter. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  proceed  to  the  election  of 
three  Directors  to  succeed  those  whose  terms  are  about  to 
expire. 

dominations  being  called  for,  Mr.  II.  K.  Porter  arose 
and  placed  in  nomination  the  three  gentlemen  just  men- 
tioned to  succeed  themselves.  There  being  no  other  names 
mentioned,  on  motion  offered  by  Dr.  Brown,  the  nomina- 
tions were  closed. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  Secretary  was  instructed 
to  cast  the  ballot  for  the  gentlemen  nominated.  He  an- 
nounced that  Dr.  J.  A.  Lippincott  and  Messrs.  W.  L. 
Abbott  and  O.  M.  Edwards  had  received  the  unanimous 
vote  of  the  members  present  and  the  proxies  submitted, 
and  thereupon,  the  Chair  declared  them  duly  elected 
Directors  of  the  Institution  for  the  ensuing  three  years. 

Mr.  Porter  then  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  Mrs. 
Lucetta  Plumer,  of  West  Hewton,  Pa.,  had  during  the 


past  year,  in  fulfillment  of  a wish  expressed  by  her  late 
husband  before  his  death,  contributed  $500  to  the  funds 
of  the  Institution,  and  moved  that  she  be  made  a Life  mem- 
ber of  the  Corporation.  The  motion  was  promptly  sec- 
onded and  unanimously  adopted. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  membership  of  the  Cor- 
poration has  been  greatly  reduced  by  death  in  recent 
years,  Dr.  Brown  arose  and  spoke  briefly  of  the  necessity 
for  making  some  modification  in  the  By-Laws  that  might 
tend  to  increase  the  number  of  Life  members.  His  re- 
marks were  regarded  as  pertinent,  and  some  action,  no 
doubt,  will  be  taken  in  the  near  future  to  carry  into  exe- 
cution his  suggestions. 

On  motion,  the  Superintendent  was  instructed  to 
compile  and  have  printed,  at  as  early  a date  as  convenient, 
1,000  copies  of  the  Annual  Report.  He  was  also  in- 
structed to  make  proper  acknowledgment  in  the  report  of 
all  donations  received,  and  of  all  other  favors  shown  and 
evidences  of  interest  given,  by  friends  during  the  past 
year. 

There  being  no  further  business  before  the  Corpora- 
tors, on  motion,  the  meeting  was  adjourned. 

H.  B.  Jacobs, 

Secretary. 


gn  piemoriom. 


At  a special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind, 
called  for  the  purpose  of  taking  action  regarding  the 
death  of  Mr.  George  W.  Dilworth,  and  held  at  the  office 
of  Col.  J.  M.  Schoonmaker,  on  Friday  afternoon,  the  8tli 
day  of  December  last,  the  following  tribute  to  the  mem- 
ory of  Mr.  Dilworth,  prepared  by  Mr.  Id.  Kirke  Porter, 
was  read  and  unanimously  adopted : 

Again  has  sudden  death  come  to  'our  Board.  Early  in  May 
our  President  was  suddenly  called  home;  and  now,  early  in 
December,  almost  without  warning,  the  call  has  come  to  our 
First  Vice-President.  George  W.  Dilworth  rests  from  his  labors; 
his  works  do  follow  him.  We  shall  miss  his  prompt  and  ready 
response  to  every  summons  to  service;  his  cheerful  greeting  and 
cordial  word  at  our  every  session — for  he  rarely  missed  one; 
his  excellent  judgment  on  every  question  brought  before  us  in 
the  conduct  of  the  school;  his  considerate  thought  and  interest 
as  to  each  hoy  and  girl  asking  for  admission;  his  thoughtful 
remembrance  of  them  after  they  were  admitted,  of  their  health, 
their  happiness  and  their  progress;  his  earnest  devotion  to  the 
interests  of  this  school  in  every  way.  All  these  we  shall  miss, 
even  the  more  because  they  have  been  so  constant  and  so  marked. 
But  his  example  is  ours,  and  will  ever  be  an  inspiration  to  us 
who  have  been  associated  with  him. 

In  common  with  this  whole  community,  we  mourn  the  loss, 
that  has  come  to  us  all,  of  one  of  the  cheeriest  men  who  has 
ever  lived  in  our  midst;  a man  of  broad  and  tender  sympathies, 
of  most  genial  temperament,  ready  for  any  good  work,  no  mat- 
ter how  arduous;  and  doing  his  full  part,  with  no  thought  of 
thanks  or  reward,  but  from  the  joy  of  useful  service. 

To  those  who  were  nearest  and  dearest  to  him,  we  give  our 
sympathy,  not  as  strangers,  but  as  friends,  commending  them 
to  the  care  of  our  Heavenly  Father  and  to  the  word  of  His 
grace;  and  to  the  Elder  Brother,  who  has  brought  life  to  light, 
as  well  as  immortality,  and  now,  has  taken  one  whom  we  loved 
to  that  land  which  we  can  call  with  truth  “The  land  of  the 
living,” 


GEORGE  W.  DILWORTH. 

Mr.  Dilworth  was  a charter  member  of  the  Corporation,  a 
member  of  the  first  Board  of  Directors,  which  position  lie  con- 
tinued to  hold  until  the  end,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  he 
was  the  First  Vice  President  of  the  Board  and  Chairman  of  the 
Executive  Committee. 


REPORT  OF  THE 


gresitlmt  of  the  |poard  of  directors. 


Pittsburg,  Pav  May  6th,  1901. 

To  the  Incorporators  and  Life  Members  of  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind: 

Gentlemen — On  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  Institution,  the  immediate  oversight  of  which  you 
have  been  pleased  to  commit  to  our  charge,  the  following 
brief  report  for  the  year  just  closed  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted : 

We  are  glad  to  he  able  to  state  that  the  benevolent 
work  of  the  school  in  all  its  various  departments  has  gone 
forward  with  efficiencv  and  success.  Since  the  origin  of 
the  Institution  there  has  been,  year  by  year,  continuous 
progress  in  the  methods  of  instruction  and  the  facilities 
for  the  improvement  and  comfort  of  the  unfortunate  chil- 
dren committed  to  our  care.  And  in  all  these  respects  the 
growth  of  the  past  year  has  been  fully  equal  to,  if  not 
even  greater,  than  of  any  of  those  that  have  preceded  it. 
The  constant  effort  has  been  to  secure  the  highest  moral 
and  physical,  as  well  as  mental,  development  of  the  pupils ; 
in  other  words,  to  educate  the  head,  the  hands,  and  the 
heart,  and  thus  not  only  alleviate  their  melancholy  con- 
dition, but  also  prepare  them  in  some  good  degree  to  meet 
the  battle  of  life. 

The  attendance  has  been  90,  viz.,  47  hoys  and  43 
girls,  just  1 more  than  was  reported  as  enrolled  last  year, 
notwithstanding  11  new  pupils — 4 boys  and  7 girls — - 
have  been  received,  and  2 boys  and  1 girl,  former  pupils, 
not  present  last  year,  returned.  This  apparent  want  of 
growth  in  the  attendance  is  owing  to  the  fact  that  an  un- 
usually large  number  of  the  older  pupils  left  at  the  close 
of  last  term,  while  a considerable  number  formerly  pres- 
ent, and  who  should  certainly  now  be  in  school,  have  not 
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been  returned.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  mistaken  af- 
fection of  parents  should  thus  interfere  with  the  highest 
welfare  of  their  blind  children.  To  this  cause,  mainly,  may 
be  attributed  the  fact,  that  there  are  in  our  section  of  the 
State  so  many  blind  children  growing  up  without  educa- 
cation.  It  is  a well  known  fact  that  the  number  of  the 
blind,  as  well  as  other  defectives,  bears  a certain  ratio  to 
the  general  population.  Judging  by  this  recognized  rule, 
as  well  as  by  the  actual  knowledge  of  many  cases  existing 
in  Allegheny  and  adjoining  counties,  there  must  be 
within  the  limits  of  Western  Pennsylvania  fully  200  blind 
children  of  proper  school  age,  ,more  than  sufficient  to  fill 
our  Institution  to  its  utmost  capacity.  And  yet,  with  all 
our  facilities  for  their  care  and  education,  and  the  ample 
provision  made  by  the  munificence  of  public  and  private 
charity  for  their  maintenance  here,  there  are  less  than 
one-half  this  number  actually  within  these  walls.  While 
it  may  be  true  that  in  some  instances  this  deporable  state 
of  things  is  due  either  to  ignorance  of  the  existence  or  of 
the  character  of  our  Institution,  and  the  liberal  conditions 
upon  which  its  pupils  are  received,  still  the  fact  remains, 
that  one  great  cause  of  our  failure  to  secure  the  attendance 
of  these  afflicted  children  is,  as  we  have  already  said,  the 
misguided  affection  of  parents.  They  are  unwilling  to 
part  with  their  afflicted  children  for  the  time  necessary  for 
their  training  and  instruction ; or,  being  ignorant  of  the 
character  and  work  of  the  school,  they  cannot  bring  them- 
selves to  trust  them  to  its  care.  The  only  remedy  for 
these  unfortunate  conditions  is  the  fuller  and  wider  dis- 
semination of  information  in  regard  to  the  true  character 
and  work  of  our  Institution.  Parents  and  friends  of 
blind  children  should  be  assured  of  the  vigilant  care  ex- 
ercised over  all  our  pupils,  and  the  kindly  treatment 
extended  to  them.  The  salubrity  of  the  location  and  the 
excellent  sanitary  arrangements  of  our  building,  as  well 
as  the  judicious  management  and  thoughtful  oversight 
of  those  in  immediate  charge,  is  abundantly  manifest  in 
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the  remarkable  exemption  from  disease,  or  accident,  and 
the  general  good  health  of  the  children  during  the  past, 
as  well  as  in  former  years. 

It  should  also  be  impressed  more  generally  upon  the 
community  at  large,  that  this  is  not  an  Asylum,  or  an 
Almhouse,  or  a Reformatory,  but  a school;  and  that  the 
object  of  its  existence  is  to  impart  to  all  the  blind  children 
within  the  sphere  of  its  influence  a good  common  school 
education,  and  give  them  such  physical,  mental  and  moral 
training  as  will  tend  to  mitigate  largely  their  pitiable  con- 
dition, relieving  them  of  many  of  its  burdens,  elevating 
them  to  a higher  plane  of  being,  opening  to  them  sources 
of  comfort  and  contentment,  that  they  would  not  otherwise 
know;  and,  at  the  same  time,  prepare  them  measurably 
for  self-support. 

With  these  laudable  ends  in  view,  the  different  de- 
partments of  the  school  have  been  conducted  with  energy 
and  perseverance  during  the  past  year.  The  teachers  and 
officers  have  been  diligent  and  faithful  in  the  discharge 
of  their  respective  duties,  and  the  utmost  harmony  and 
good  feeling  have  prevailed.  In  addition  to  the  constant 
instruction  in  the  strictly  literary  work  of  the  school,  a 
large  degree  of  attention,  as  usual,  has  been  given  to 
music,  both  vocal  and  instrumental ; also,  instruction  in 
the  proper  care  and  tuning  of  pianos,  an  acquirement  by 
which  the  blind  may  be  enabled  to  attain  comfortable  self- 
support,  as  is  attested  by  the  fact  that  two  of  our  former 
pupils  in  this  branch  of  service,  are  occupying  fairly  re- 
munerative positions  in  connection  with  leading  musical 
establishments  in  our  city.  And  we  shall  soon  have  a 
most  valuable  addition  to  this  department  in  the  installa- 
tion of  a large  and  well  appointed  pipe-organ,  the  gift  of 
Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie,  secured  largely  through  the  efforts 
of  our  late  President,  Mr.  William  A.  Herron.  By  means 
of  this  gift,  many  of  our  pupils  can  be  fitted  to  occupy  the 
position  of  organists  in  churches,  and  thus  help  to  sup- 
port- themselves. 
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Instruction  in  broom-making  lias  continued  to  con- 
stitute a prominent  and  valuable  part  of  our  industrial 
training  for  the  boys.  With  the  girls,  as  heretofore,  much 
attention  has  been  given  to  sewing,  both  by  hand  and  with 
the  machine,  embroidery,  bead-work,  and  other  useful  and 
ornamental  branches. 

In  regard  to  the  case  of  Maggie  Castor,  the  little  deaf, 
dumb  and  blind  girl,  considerable  progress  has  been  made. 
When  first  brought  to  the  Institution  she  could  not  stand 
alone  or  walk  without  assistance.  She  did  not  know  how 
to  use  her  hands  or  arms.  jSTow  she  walks  about  freely, 
and  can  make  good  use  of  her  hands ; and  she  has  made 
considerable  progress  in  the  acquisition  of  the  manual 
alphabet,  which,  at  least  for  some  time  to  come,  must  con- 
stitute the  only  direct  and  certain  means  of  communica- 
tion between  her  imprisoned  mind  and  the  world  around 
her. 

In  entire  sympathy  with  the  suggestions  made  by  our 
late  President  in  his  last  report,  prepared  just  at  the  close 
of  his  long  and  useful  life,  and  read  to  the  Corporators 
after  his  death,  in  order  that  our  school  may  be  fully 
equipped  for  and  attain  the  highest  possible  degree  of 
usefulness  in  its  benevolent  work,  a separate,  or  kinder- 
garten department,  is  required  for  the  care  and  training 
of  the  younger  pupils  and  special  cases  in  our  charge,  de- 
manding unusual  care  and  treatment.  Also  a gymnasium 
fitted  up  for  the  proper  and  healthful  exercise  of  the  chil- 
dren ; and  in  addition  to  these,  a building  for  our  indus- 
trial department,  now  carried  on  in  cramped  and  incon- 
venient quarters,  that  were  not  originally  intended  for  the 
purpose.  These  suggestions  are  referred  to,  not  with  ex- 
pectation of  immediate  action,  but  that  they  may  be  kept 
before  your  minds. 

There  has  been  considerable  improvement  in  the  con- 
dition of  the  grounds  surrounding  the  buildings,  and  in 
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a few  years  the  good  results  of  this  work  will  be  more  ap- 
parent than  at  present.  The  lawn  on  the  boys  side  of 
the  property  imperatively  requires  underdraining.  Ar- 
rangements should  be  made  to  have  this  work  done  just 
as  soon  as  Bayard  Street  is  paved  and  sewered,  thus  fur- 
nishing the  means  necessary  to  dispose  of  the  surplus 
water.  The  opening  and  improving  of  Bayard  Street,  we 
understand,  will  be  done  by  the  city  in  the  near  future. 

It  is  assuring  to  know  that  the  residue  of  the  debt 
incurred  by  finishing  the  upper  nart  of  our  building,  will 
shortly  be  discharged.  This  has  been  rendered  possible 
by  the  contribution  of  $500  by  Mrs.  Lucetta  Plumer,  of 
West  Newton,  Pa.,  made  at  the  request  of  her  late  hus- 
band, Mr.  George  Plumer,  “durin"  his  last  sickness” ; 
and  also  the  payment  of  a like  sum,  a former  subscription, 
by  Capt.  John  A.  Wood,  one  of  the  Charter  members. 

It  is  with  profound  sorrow  that  we  mention  the  great 
loss  sustained  by  the  Corporators,  the  Board  of  Directors, 
and  the  Institution  in  the  death  of  our  esteemed  associate 
and  friend,  Mr.  George  W.  Dilworth,  who  entered  into 
rest  at  noon,  December  4th,  1900. 

From  the  origin  of  the  Institution,  Mr.  Dilworth 
took  an  active  and  liberal  interest  in  its  affairs,  contrib- 
uting largely  of  his  time,  of  his  means  and  influence  for 
its  advancement,  giving  it  the  benefit  of  his  ripe  business 
judgment  and  his  wide  experience  as  a capable  man  of 
affairs.  He  was  from  the  beginning  a useful  member  of 
the  Board  of  Directors,  its  first  Vice-President,  and  Chair- 
man of  the  Executive  Committee.  He  was  always  pres- 
ent at  our  meetings  unless  absent  from  the  city,  or  detained 
by  unavoidable  business  engagements.  He  was  a man  of 
warm  heart  and  genial  disposition,  and,  consequently,  by 
nature  responsive  to  the  appeals  of  the  unfortunate  and 
afflicted,  while  he  drew  to  himself  those  whose  privilege  it 
was  to  know  him  in  the  closest  bonds  of  sincere  friend- 
ship. 
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As  a citizen,  he  was  faithful  and  patriotic ; as  a busi- 
ness man,  just  and  honorable;  as  a friend,  cordial  and  sin- 
cere ; as  a philanthropist,  compassionate  and  liberal ; as  a 
Christian,  earnest  and  devout.  He  rests  from  his  labors, 
and  his  works  do  follow  him. 

The  term  of  service  of  the  following  Directors  ex- 
pires with  this  meeting : Dr.  J.  A.  Lippincott,  Messrs. 
Wm.  L.  Abbott  and  O.  M.  Edwards. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  G.  Brown, 

President. 


^zp art  of  the  treasurer 


FOURTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


CHHRIjES  F-  dean.  Treasurer, 

Of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind,  for 
the  Year  Ending  Ai>ril  30th,  1901. 

Receipts. 


Balance  on  hand  April  30th,  1900 

Received  from  State  Treasurer,  Maintenance 

Received  from  sale  of  brooms 

Proceeds  of  note  discounted 

Received  from  Contributions: 

Capt.  John  A.  Wood 

Mrs.  Lucetta  Plumer 

J.  R.  M 

Oliver  McClintock  Co 


Disbursements. 

Salaries  $7,246 

Wages  of  employes  2,826 

Supplies  7,594 

Light  and  heat  1,384 

Insurance 861 

Sundry  expenses  392 

Note  paid  

Balance  on  hands,  April  30th,  1901... 


$ 2,173  39 
20,191  83 


690 

25 

1,000 

00 

..$  500 

00 

. . 500 

00 

25 

00 

15 

00 

1,040 

00 

$25,095 

47 

. .$7,246 

67 

. . 2,826 

11 

56 

..  1,384 

24 

08 

. . 392 

67 

20,305 

33 

1,000 

00 

3,790 

14 

$25,095 

47 

Union  National  Bank  of  Pittsburg, 
May  1st,  1901. 

This  is  to  certify  that,  as  shown  in  the  above  account,  the 
sum  of  $3,790  14  stands  upon  the  books  of  this  bank  to  the  credit 
of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind  at  this 
date.  Geo.  W.  Paden,  Asst.  Cashier. 

The  undersigned  Auditors,  duly  appointed,  hereby  certify 
that  they  have  examined  the  above  account,  and  have  found 
it  to  be  correct.  Wm.  L.  Abbott, 

May  3d,  1901.  Otis  H.  Childs. 


he  Report  of  the  Secretary. 


WESTERN  PENN' A INSTITUTION  for  the  BLIND. 

Pittsburg,  Pa.,  May  6th,  1901. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Corporation: 

Gentlemen — I have  the  honor,  as  the  Secretary  of 
your  Board  of  Directors,  to  submit  a brief  report  of  such 
actions  of  the  Board  and  other  events  in  connection  with 
the  general  management  of  the  Institution  during  the 
past  year  as  may  be  interesting  to  you,  and  are  deemed 
of  sufficient  importance  to  be  placed  in  tangible  form. 

It  gives  us  pleasure  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  Insti- 
tution during  the  year  just  closed  has  made  good  progress 
in  all  its  departments,  and  is  in  a satisfactory  condition. 
PTo  efforts  have  been  spared  to  extend  its  influence  and 
to  have  it  fulfill  the  mission  for  which  it  has  been  estab- 
lished— namelv,  the  providing  of  educational  advantages 
in  a liberal  manner  for  the  blind  children  in  our  section 
of  the  State. 

All  the  interests  of  the  school  have  been  carefully 
guarded ; ample  provision  has  been  made  for  its  support 
and  the  comfort  of  the  unfortunate  children  committed  to 
our  charge ; and  we  have  ever  been  ready  to  consider  such 
measures  as  have  been  suggested  for  the  extension  of  the 
work  and  tending  to  make  it  more  efficient  and  helpful. 

The  Directors  have  taken  a deep  interest  in  the  wel- 
fare and  progress  of  the  Institution.  They  have  met  reg- 
ularly each  month,  and  on  such  other  special  occasions  as 
it  was  deemed  necessary  to  call  them  together.  Thus, 
they  have  kept  themselves  well  informed  as  to  the  opera- 
tions of  the  school  and  its  needs. 

The  Superintendent  has  regularly  reported  at  our 
monthly  meetings  the  condition  of  the  Institution,  the 
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progress  of  the  pupils  in  the  several  departments  of  the 
school,  and  the  state  of  their  health,  which,  we  are  pro- 
foundly thankful  to  be  able  to  say,  has  been  excellent 
throughout  the  year.  He  has  also  made  such  suggestions 
for  our  consideration  as  the  development  of  the  School 
and  the  enlargement  of  the  scope  of  instruction  required. 

The  finances  of  the  Institution  have  been  judiciously 
managed,  and  no  unnecessary  or  extravagant  expenditures 
have  been  made.  While  the  needs  of  the  establishment 
have  been  well  supplied  and  ample  provision  has  been 
made  for  the  care  and  comfort  of  the  pupils,  the  current 
expenses,  as  the  Treasurer’s  Report  shows,  have  been  kept 
within  the  limits  of  our  income  for  support.  The  only 
obligation  against  the  Institution  outstanding,  is  a de- 
mand note  for  $2,000,  which  represents  the  balance  of 
the  indebtedness  incurred  in  the  fall  of  1898  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  third  story  of  the  building.  The  Board 
hopes  to  be  able  in  a short  time  to  redeem  that  note,  when 
the  Institution  will  be  entirely  free  from  debt. 

At  the  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  Directors  in 
February  last,  Mr.  Otis  H.  Childs  was  unanimously 
elected  a member  of  the  Board  to  fill  the  vacancy  occa- 
sioned by  the  death  of  Mr.  Geo.  W.  Dilworth,  who  was  a 
member  of  the  first  Board  of  Directors  under  the  charter, 
and  continued  to  discharge  the  duties  of  that  position  in 
an  efficient  manner  until  his  death,  which  sad  event  oc- 
curred on  the  4th  day  of  December  last. 

During  the  year  a Parlor  Grand  Piano  was  pur- 
chased direct  from  The  Steck  Brothers,  manufacturers, 
of  Hew  York,  at  a very  reasonable  price.  It  has  been 
pronounced  an  excellent  instrument  by  expert  performers 
on  the  piano.  The  pupils’  libraries  have  been  replenished 
with  a large  number  of  embossed  books  worth  several 
hundred  dollars,  which  have  been  obtained  by  requisitions 
made  upon  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind, 
located  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  as  a part  of  the  quota  due  this 
Institution  of  the  subsidy  fund  provided  hv  Congress 
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for  the  publishing  and  distributing  such  books  and 
other  tangible  apparatus  for  the  education  of  the  blind. 

During  the  last  vacation  of  the  school  a number  of 
miscellaneous  improvements  and  repairs  were  made  to 
the  buildings  and  grounds,  with  a view  to  keeping  the 
property  in  the  most  attractive  and  comfortable  condition 
possible. 

In  compliance  with  a request  made  of  me  at  your 
annual  meeting  one  year  ago,  I made  inquiry  and  investi- 
gation regarding  the  reported  correspondence  between  the 
late  Col.  Wm.  A.  Herron  and  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie,  rela- 
tive to  a pipe  organ  for  the  Institution,  and  learned  that 
Col.  Herron’s  appeal  to  Mr.  Carnegie  for  a donation  of  a 
pipe  organ  had  actually  been  honored  by  the  latter,  and 
that  the  promise  had  been  given  that  an  organ  in  all 
respects  suitable  for  our  purpose  would  be  provided.  This 
information  was  in  due  time  reported  to  the  Board  of 
Directors ; and,  we  are  now  glad  to  say  that  the  plans  and 
specifications  for  the  building  of  the  organ  have  been  pre- 
pared, and  satisfactory  progress  has  been  made  in  the 
preparations  for  placing  it  in  our  Chapel. 

We  are  gratified  at  the  success  of  the  Institution 
during  the  past  year.  It  has  grown  in  importance  and 
usefulness  gradually  from  the  beginning,  and  we  cherish 
the  hope  that  the  year  upon  which  we  are  about  to  enter 
may  be  productive  of  the  results  equally  as  satisfactory 
as  any  of  the  past. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by, 

O.  M.  Edwards, 

Secretary. 


AUTUMN  STARR  DRAKE. 

One  of  ouv  youngest  pupils. 


> 


jittpranlmdenfs  Report. 


WESTERN  PENN' A INSTITUTION  for  the  BLIND. 

Pittsburg,  Pa.,  May  6th,  1901. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors: 

Gentlemen — In  the  performance  of  my  duties  as 
your  Superintendent,  I have  the  pleasure  to  submit  for 
your  consideration  my  Annual  Report  of  the  operations 
and  progress  of  this  Institution  during  the  past  year  and 
of  its  present  condition,  it  being  the  eleventh  in  this  series 
of  annual  communications. 

Passing  over  many  minor  details  with  which  you  are 
already  familiar,  I beg  to  say  at  the  beginning  of  this 
narration  of  events,  that  there  has  been  no  abatement 
of  the  energy  and  zeal  which  have  always  characterized 
the  management  of  this  Institution ; neither  have  we  in 
the  least  degree  attempted  to  shirk  any  duty  or  responsi- 
bility. But  we  have  earnestly  striven  to  extend  the  scope 
of  the  operations  and  benefits  of  the  school,  and  to  bring 
under  its  influence  and  training  all  the  blind  and  defective 
sighted  children  and  youth  in  this  part  of  our  State,  who 
are  at  all  capable  of  being  benefited  by  our  instruction ; 
and  thus,  we  have  endeavored  to  make  the  Institution  in 
fact  what  its  founders  evidently  intended  it  should  be, 
namely,  a school  for  the  development  and  improvement 
of  the  blind  children  of  the  western  paid  of  our  Com- 
monwealth. In  keeping  with  this  thought  and  purpose, 
we  have  at  no  time  attempted  to  discriminate  in  the  ad- 
mission of  applicants,  that  is,  we  have  not  readily  admit- 
ted the  bright  pupils  who  have  come  to  us,  those  who  can 
be  easily  managed  and  instructed,  and  rejected  all  others; 
but  we  have  admitted,  freely,  all  who  have  been  presented 
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here,  who  have  been  free  from  immoral  habits  and  who 
we  felt  would  he  benefited  by  our  discipline  and  training. 

Working  along  this  line,  we  have  taken  into  the  In- 
stitution a number  of  pupils  that  have  required  special 
care  and  attention ; some  that,  no  doubt,  would  have  been 
denied  admission  in  any  other  school  of  this  kind  in  the 
country,  and,  sooner  or  later,  quite  likely,  would  have 
found  their  way  into  some  institution  for  the  general  care 
of  unfortunates,  there  to  remain  undeveloped,  untutored, 
and  comparatively  inactive — a deplorable  state — the  rest 
of  their  natural  lives.  At  first  they  gave  little  evidence 
of  much  mental  activity,  and  little  hope  of  progress  in  any 
line  of  development.  But,  through  patient  care,  direction 
and  training,  their  faculties  have  been  aroused,  and  they 
now  show  marked  and  decided  improvement.  Although 
the  development  and  instruction  of  these  children  have 
been  attended  with  some  unpleasant  features,  the  satis- 
faction of  noting  their  evident  improvement,  is  our  reward. 

It  must  not  be  inferred,  however,  that  in  pursuing 
this  liberal  policy  in  the  management  of  the  Institution, 
we  permit  anything  to  interfere  with  the  general  and  more 
advanced  work.  That  is  conducted  independently  of 
everything  else,  and  we  permit  nothing  to  interfere  with 
it,  or  retard  its  progress. 


The  Institution  throughout  the  past  year  has  en- 
joyed an  unusual  degree  of  prosperity.  iSTo thing  has  oc- 
curred to  disturb  its  harmony  or  interrupt  its  operations. 

The  several  departments  have  been  conducted  on  the 
same  general  plan  as  heretofore,  with  such  modifications 
and  additions  to  our  system  of  instruction  as  the  growth 
of  the  school,  the  advancement  of  the  pupils  and  the 
changed  conditions  require.  While  we  have  followed  gen- 
eral and  carefully  devised  methods  of  training  blind  stu- 
dents, we  have  always  endeavored  to  meet  the  special  wants 
of  individual  pupils,  so  that  each  and  all  may  receive  the 
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fullest  benefit  from  our  instruction.  Thus,  working  along 
the  line  of  the  development  of  the  individual  traits  and 
talents,  we  are  enabled  to  maintain  an  interest,  and  some 
degree  of  enthusiasm,  in  study,  and,  in  the  end,  achieve  the 
most  satisfactory  results. 

The  Health  of  the  School. 

We  are  thankful  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  general 
health  of  the  school  has  been  excellent.  Notwithstanding 
the  peculiar  and  changeable  character  of  the  weather  dur- 
ing the  past  winter  and  the  early  spring  months,  and  the 
prevalence  of  much  sickness  among  all  classes  of  children 
everywhere;  and  notwithstanding  also  the  fact,  that,  for 
obvious  reasons,  the  phvsical  stamina  of  blind  children, 
as  a class,  is  not  as  robust  as  that  of  seeing  children,  the 
health  of  our  pupils  has  been  exceptionally  good.  They 
have  been  entirely  free  from  all  serious  sickness.  Indeed, 
it  may  seem  almost  incredulous,  but  it  is  nevertheless  a 
fact,  that  during  the  whole  year  we  found  it  necessary 
to  call  in  a physician  to  attend  our  pupils  but  once,  and 
then,  lie  made  only  one  visit.  The  case  was  that  of  a little 
girl  who  was  suffering  from  an  attack  of  biliousness,  which 
failed  to  yield  to  ordinary  treatment.  We  called  in  Ur. 
J.  Hartley  Anderson,  who  prescribed  for  the  child,  and 
in  a few  days  she  was  again  in  her  place  in  her  classes. 
We  are  also  profoundly  thankful  to  be  able  to  state  that 
we  have  never  had  a serious  accident  among  our  pupils. 

We  feel  that  the  excellent  health  record  of  This  Insti- 
tution is  attributable,  first,  to  its  delightful  and  health- 
ful location ; secondly,  to  the  pure  air  and  the  abundant 
supply  of  pure  water  enjoyed  by  the  household;  thirdly, 
to  the  regular  habits  of  the  pupils,  the  watchful  care  ex- 
ercised over  them  by  the  officers  and  the  insistence  upon 
their  observing  strictly  the  laws  of  health ; and  fourthly, 
to  the  clean  and  well  ventilated  apartments,  and  the  sup- 
ply of  good,  wholesome  food,  which  is  always  well  pre- 
pared and  carefully  seasoned. 
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Sessions  of  the  School. 

The  last  session  of  the  school  closed  on  Wednesday 
morning,  June  20th  last,  after  a continuous  session  of  41 
weeks,  which  was  only  interrupted  by  a brief  vacation 
during  the  Christinas  holidays.  Most  of  the  pupils  spent 
this  short  vacation  at  their  homes  or  among  their  friends, 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Pittsburg. 

The  number  of  pupils  enrolled  during  the  session 
was  89 — 47  boys  and  42  girls.  Of  these  10 — 6 hoys  and 
4 girls — were  new  pupils.  Among  the  total  number  reg- 
istered during  the  session  were  2 girls  who  were  readmit- 
ted ; that  is,  they  had  formerly  belonged  to  the  school  but 
were  not  in  attendance  during  the  previous  term.  They 
returned  to  school  last  year.  The  regular  work  of  the  ses- 
sion was  brought  to  a close  with  a popular  entertainment 
given  in  the  Chapel,  on  Tuesday  evening,  June  19th,  in 
the  presence  of  a large  and  interested  audience  that  filled 
the  room  to  its  utmost  capacity. 

A varied  program,  consisting  of  numbers  of  vocal 
and  instrumental  music,  and  declamations  by  small  pupils, 
was  carefully  prepared  for  the  occasion.  It  was  arranged 
with  a view  to  show,  as  far  as  it  is  practicable  to  do  so  on 
such  occasions,  the  progress  of  as  many  pupils  as  possible. 

As  the  exercises  progressed,  a lively  interest  in  them 
was  aroused  among  the  large  audience  present,  and  it  was 
not  slow  in  manifesting  its  hearty  appreciation  of  the  sev- 
eral numbers  as  they  were  rendered. 

It  is  pleasing  and  encouraging  to  note  the  favor  with 
which  these  annual  festivals,  as  well  as  all  other  enter- 
tainments given  by  our  school,  are  greeted  by  the  general 
public.  The  interest  has  grown  to  such  extent  that  usually 
every  seat  in  the  Chapel,  as  well  as  all  available  space 
in  the  aisles  and  halls  surrounding  it,  is  occupied,  and 
the  audience  gives  such  close  attention  to  the  program, 
and  display  such  approval  of  the  rendering  of  the  numbers 
that  the  pupils  are  inspired  to  put  forth  their  best  efforts. 
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i ho  following  is  the  program  arranged  for  our  last 
closing  concert: 


program 


PART  1. 

Chorus — “Jerusalem  the  Golden” Le  Jeune 

Czardas — “Hungarian”  Michialis 

Institution  Orchestra. 

Duet — Two  Pianos,  “La  Naiade,” Thome 


Ethel  E.  Crooks  and  Dessie  Markland. 


Recitation — “The  Boy’s  Lament” 

Oscar  Gibson. 

Recitation — “A  Little  School  Ma’am” 

Hazel  Keefer. 

Solo — Contralto,  “The  Spirit  of  Spring” Henry  Parker 

Jean  Cowan. 

Concert  Waltz — “u,e  Tourbillion” C.  Mattei 

John  H.  Dolan  and  Bertha  M.  Johnson. 

Chorus — “Who  Killed  Cock  Robin?” Michael  Watson 

Junior  Pupils. 

Piano  Trio — Sonatina  op.  183 Streabbog 

Georgie  Reichenberger.  Saji.  G.  Rowe,  and 

Merrel  Doyle. 

Double  Quartette — “Luna” J.  Barnby 


PART  II. 

Overture — “Pique  Dame”  Suppe 

Orchestra. 

Duet — Vocal,  “Sweet  Fairy  Bells” L.  0.  Emerson 

(Small  Pupils)  Hazel  Keefer  and  Elsie  May  Vath. 

Recitation — “Why  Don’t  You  Laugh” 

Orrin  W.  Locke. 

Recitation— “At  the  Party” Selected 

Kathleen  A.  Tragresser. 

Solo — Piano,  “Caprice  Elegant,”  Durand  de  Grau 

S.  Earl  Kephart. 

Song — “It  is  Your  Voice” Mascheroni 

Elizabeth  J.  Johnston. 

Quartet — Two  Pianos,  “The  Chase” Gurlitt  ' 

Jennie  Snyder,  Mary  Hay'S, 

J.  Donald  McLean,  and  Earl  C.  Houk. 

Song — “Bid  Me  Discourse” Bishop 

Harriet  P.  Slattery. 

Concerto — In  G Minor,  op.  25,  “Last  Movement”.  . . .Mendelssohn 
Harriet  P.  Slattery. 

Orchestral  Accompaniment,  2i'd  Piano,  Eliza  J.  Johnston. 

Chorus — “Pleasant  Wedding  March”  Soldermann 

School. 

Concert  Air — “La  Cinquantine”  Marie 

Orchestra. 
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The  Current  Session. 

The  current  session  of  the  school  was  commenced 
under  favorable  conditions,  on  Wednesday  morning,  Sep- 
tember 5th  last.  The  necessary  repairs  and  some  improve- 
ments were  made  to  the  interior  of  the  building  during 
the  last  summer  vacation,  and  everything  was  put  in  readi- 
ness for  the  beginning  of  the  new  term. 

The  number  of  pupils  enrolled  to  date  this  session 
is  90 — 47  boys  and  43  girls.  Of  these  11 — 4 boys  and 
7 girls — are  new  pupils ; 3 others — 2 boys  and  1 girl — 
have  been  readmitted. 


Most  of  the  new  nupils  enrolled  this  year  are  young 
and  had  never  been  at  school  anywhere  before. 


While  the  number  of  pupils  enrolled  to  date  during 
the  current  term  shows  an  increase  of  only  one  over  the 
number  registered  last  year,  owing  to  their  good  health, 
the  average  daily  attendance  is  larger  than  during  any 
previous  year. 

The  pupils  enrolled  during  the  current  term  of  the 
school,  have  come  from  the  following  22  counties  of  Penn- 
sylvania, mostly  from  the  western  part  of  the  State : 


Allegheny  24 

Armstrong  

Beaver  1 

Blair  

Butler  3 

Clarion  

Crawford  

Clearfield  1 

Center  1 

Cambria  1 

Fayette  1 

Indiana  

Jefferson  1 

Lawrence  1 

McKean  1 

Mercer  2 

Northumberland  1 

Somerset  1 

Venango  1 

Washington  5 

Westmoreland  1 

Warren  1 


19 

1 

3 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 


1 

1 

1 

1 


1 

1 

6 


43 

1 

4 

1 

6 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

6 

7 

1 


Total 


47 


43 


90 
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These  figures  show,  as  in  former  reports,  that  a 
large  percentage  of  the  pupils  enrolled  have  come  from 
Allegheny  county. 

Statistics. 

The  changes  in  attendance  during  the  last  and  the 
current  terms,  are  shown  by  the  following  figures: 

BOYS.  GIRLS.  TOTAL. 


Total  number  enrolled  at  date  of  last  report.  47  42  89 

Number  withdrawn  for  various  causes 6 7 13 

Number  of  former  pupils  enrolled  this  term..  41  35  76 

Number  of  pupils  re-admitted 2 13 

Number  of  new  pupils  admitted 4 7 11 

Total  number  enrolled  to  date  this  term 47  43  90 

Total  number  enrolled  since  the  organization.  78  75  153 


These  statistics  show  that,  while  11  new  pupils  have 
been  received  this  term  and  3 former  ones  were  re-admitted, 
the  actual  increase  in  the  number  registered  this  year 
over  the  number  in  attendance  last  year  is  only  1.  This 
apparently  slow  increase  in  the  number  enrolled  is  due 
to  several  causes;  one  of  them  is  the  fact  that  many 
parents,  failing  to  fully  appreciate  or  realize  the  value 
and  advantages  of  an  education  to  their  blind  children, 
either  delay  sending  them  to  school  too  long,  or  are  not 
careful  to  keep  them  in  continuous  and  regular  attend- 
ance, even  after  they  are  admitted.  Another  reason  for 
the  slowness  of  growth  in  numbers,  is  the  fact  that  some 
of  our  students  as  they  approach  adult  age,  like  many 
who  can  see,  grow  anxious  to  go  out  and  do  something 
for  themselves;  and,  as  soon  as  they  have  acquired  suf- 
ficient knowledge  or  skill  in  any  line  of  work,  or  at  least 
think  they  have,  to  enable  them  to  earn  their  own  living, 
they  leave  school  to  try  their  hand  in  the  battle  of  life. 
Of  course,  as  in  the  case  of  many  other  students,  some  of 
them,  sooner  or  later,  find  that  they  have  over  estimated 
their  ability.  But  it  is  difficult  to  restrain  them  in  mat- 
. ters  of  this  kind.  We  aim  to  arouse  in  our  pupils  a 
proper  ambition,  to  cultivate  correct  ideas  of  personal  ef- 
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fort,  and  to  train  them  to  strive  to  be  self-reliant  and  inde- 
pendent; and  when  that  is  accomplished,  it  is  hardly  fair 
to  deprive  them  of  the  opportunity  to  test  their  metal. 
Indeed,  as  a member  of  the  Board  remarked  a short  time 
ago,  “That  is  the  practical  purpose  of  the  Institution, 
namely,  to  prepare  our  pupils  to  earn  a living,  and  when 
they  can  do  it,  permit  them  to  do  it.” 

We  are  gratified  to  know  that  a number  of  those  who 
have  gone  out  from  us  and  are  now  engaged  in  the  several 
occupations  for  which  they  were  trained  here,  are  succeed- 
ing well  in  their  efforts  to  care  for  themselves. 

Instruction. 

Hothing  at  our  command  has  been  left  undone  to 
raise  the  standard  of  instruction  to  the  highest  plane  of 
efficiency  in  all  the  departments  of  the  school.  The  prac- 
tical results  of  our  training,  as  shown  in  every  branch  of 
our  work,  are  due  to  the  conservative,  yet  progressive, 
methods  employed,  which  are  the  results  of  close  obser- 
vation and  careful  thought  by  those  who  have  had  long 
and  varied  experience  in  educational  matters.  We  take 
no  round  about  way  to  reach  an  end,  but  we  endeavor  to 
he  direct,  systematic  and  logical  in  all  our  instruction. 
Our  chief  aim  is  to  bring  about  the  fullest  development 
of  the  faculties—- morally,  physically  and  mentally — of 
those  under  our  care;  to  train  them  to  be  vigorous  in 
thought,  purpose  and  effort,  and  to  strive  to  do  well  what 
they  do.  The  practical  and  gratifying  results  achieved  in 
our  school,  as  compared  with  similar  work  elsewhere, 
attest  the  correctness  of  our  methods. 

Literary  Department. 

We  endeavor  to  conduct  the  work  of  this  department  in 
such  manner  as  to  give  all  our  pupils  who  are  capable  of 
pursuing  a literary  course  of  study,  a good  academic  edu- 
cation. The  school  is  carefully  graded  according  to  the 
ages  of  the  pupils  and  their  capacity  for  receiving  mental 
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training,  and  the  course  of  study  lias  been  arranged  with 
a view  to  supply  their  special  and  individual  needs  at 
every  stage  of  their  development  and  progress.  By  this 
means,  the  teacher’s  time  is  utilized  to  the  best  advantage, 
and  the  pupils  themselves  are  helpful  to  one  another,  and 
stimulated  to  earnest  effort. 

As  we  have  stated  in  former  reports,  we  regard  the 
instruction  in  literary  branches  as  the  most  important 
part  of  our  whole  system  of  training.  Indeed,  it  forms 
the  basis  of  all  our  Institution  work ; for,  we  feel  it  is  the 
best  preparation  we  can  give  those  committed  to  our  in- 
struction for  the  successful  prosecution  of  any  occupation 
in  which  they  may  engage  after  their  school  life.  While, 
as  we  have  already  intimated,  we  have  due  regard  for  the 
special  tastes  and  talents  of  our  pupils,  and  give  the  largest 
opportunities  and  the  best  direction  to  those  who  show  bent 
of  mind  and  taste  for  any  particular  line  of  employment 
to  develop  and  cultivate  their  special  talents,  we  still  feel 
that  the  practical  and  successful  utilization  of  their  train- 
ing, in  an  effort  to  earn  a living,  will  depend  largely  upon 
the  influence,  strength  of  character  and  purpose  that  come 
from  carefully  and  well  developed  intellectual  powers, 
with  all  the  attending  culture  that  these  terms  imply. 

Here,  too,  is  afforded  the  best  opportunities  to  in- 
still high  ideas  of  conduct  and  duty,  to  give  instruction 
in  ethics  and  to  correct  the  peculiar  habits  and  eccentricities, 
so  often  noticed  in  the  conduct  of  many  blind  children. 

Besides  the  regular  daily  class  work,  from  45  min- 
utes to  an  hour  is  devoted,  each  evening,  to  reading  to 
the  pupils.  For  this  purpose  the  school  is  divided  into 
two  classes.  One  is  composed  of  the  younger  pupils  and 
others  who  have  had  but  little  schooling;  while  the  other 
comprises  our  more  advanced  students.  To  the  former,  inter- 
esting and  instructive  story  books  are  read  ; and  to  the  latter, 
we  first  read  extracts  of  current  news  taken  from  the  daily 
papers,  and  then  follow  this  with  the  reading  of  works 
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of  literature  and.  fiction  by  our  best  authors.  In  this 
manner,  our  younger  pupils  are  entertained  and  in- 
structed, and  the  older  ones  are  led  to  take  an  interest 
in  the  daily  affairs  of  life ; a fund  of  general  information 
is  imparted  to  them ; a good  style  of  language  and  com- 
position is  developed,  and  a taste  for  good  literature  is 
awakened  and  cultivated. 

In  this  work,  we  have  made  good  use  of  the  Carnegie 
Library,  of  Pittsburg,  which  is  located  only  a few  blocks 
from  us.  We  have  been  permitted  to  draw  liberally  from 
the  large  and  valuable  collection  of  books  it  contains.  And, 
in  this  connection,  we  wish  to  state  that  we  are  under 
many  obligations  to  the  Superintendent  of  that  Institu- 
tion and  his  assistants,  for  the  valuable  aid  rendered  us 
in  the  selection  of  books,  and  for  the  courteous  treatment 
we  have  uniformly  received  from  them. 

Musical  Department. 

The  instruction  in  this  department  has  been  con- 
ducted during  the  past  year  with  the  same  interest  and 
care  as  have  always  been  exhibited  in  it.  The  teachers 
in  the  several  branches  of  it  have  spared  no  pains  to 
raise  the  standard  of  instruction , and  to  cultivate  a taste 
for  a high  grade  of  music.  They  are  all  people  of  recog- 
nized ability  among  the  musical  fraternity  of  this  city, 
and  have  exhibited  an  intelligent  comprehension  of  the 
most  progressive  methods  of  teaching  music,  in  the  various 
parts  of  the  art,  to  blind  children  and  youth. 

With  the  expectation  of  having,  in  the  near  future,  the 
promised  pipe-organ  in  our  Chapel,  we  arranged,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  current  term  of  the  school,  with  Mr.  G.  R. 
Broadberry,  who  is  our  teacher  of  vocal  culture  and  an 
instructor  of  organ  music,  to  give  preparatory  organ  les- 
sons to  a number  of  our  older  pupils.  They  have  made 
marked  progress,  and  give  promise  that,  when  we  finally 
have  the  pipe-organ  in  place,  which  Mr.  Carnegie  has  so 
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kindly  donated  to  the  Institution,  they  will  soon  be  able 
to  manipulate  it  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

Most  of  our  pupils  take  a deep  interest  in  music,  and 
the  course  of  instruction  has  been  arranged  and  adjusted 
with  a view  to  give  all  of  them  some  training  in  instru- 
mental or  vocal  music,  or  both,  for  the  moral  and  ele- 
vating influence  it  exerts ; for  the  means  it  affords  of 
pleasant  employment  in  leisure  hours ; for  its  advantages 
to  blind  people, who  possess  other  aesthetical  qualities,  in 
bringing  them  into  the  social  life  of  the  community  in 
which  they  live,  and  for  its  practical  benefits  to  those  who 
have  talent  for  the  art,  and  are  willing  to  apply  them- 
selves to  attain  proficiency  in  it,  to  make  use  of  their  ac- 
quirements in  an  effort  to  earn  a living. 

Piano-Tuning. 

Due  attention  has  been  given  to  this  part  of  our  sys- 
tem of  training  in  music  during  the  year.  The  regulating 
and  tuning  of  pianos  is  a vocation  in  which  blind  students, 
who  are  able  to  acquire  proficiency  in  the  trade,  may  find 
profitable  employment.  It  affords  them  superior  oppor- 
tunities to  engage  in  a pursuit  that  is  pleasant  and  more 
remunerative  than  almost  any  other  to  which  they  may 
devote  their  time.  Hence,  the  attention  given  to  this 
work  and  the  interest  taken  in  it,  have  always  been  com- 
mensurate with  its  importance.  It  has  been  conducted  with 
ability  and  care,  and  the  pupils  have  made  satisfactory  pro- 
gress in  this  trade. 

Industrial  Department. 

The  instruction  in  this  department  of  our  institution 
work  has  always  been  directed  with  energy  and  skill.  The 
importance  of  the  training  in  industrial  pursuits  in  a 
school  of  this  kind  cannot  be  over-estimated.  To  feel  that 
they  are  engaged  in  some  useful  industrial  employment, 
is  a real  panacea  for  the  affliction  and  deprivations  the 
blind  suffer.  While  engaged  with  their  hands,  with  the 
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hope  of  some  remuneration  for  their  efforts,  their  thoughts 
are  diverted  from  brooding  over  their  misfortunes.  Hence, 
instead  of  enforced  idleness,  which  is  depressing  and 
fraught  with  gloomy  forebodings,  they  find  there  are  some 
activities  in  life  in  which  they  can  engage,  and  this  casts 
many  cheerful  rays  across  their  darkened  paths.  Some 
of  the  happiest  and  most  contented  blind  people  we  have 
ever  seen,  have  been  those  who  were  engaged  in  industrial 
pursuits.  Therefore,  we  have  endeavored  to  make  the 
training  in  both  branches  of  this  department,  namely, 
the  Girls’  Work-room  and  the  Boys’  Work-shop,  as  prac- 
tical and  profitable  as  possible.  In  both,  the  pupils  have 
made  marked  and  satisfactory  progress,  and  the  teachers 
are  deserving  commendation  for  the  interest  they  have 
shown  in  their  several  lines  of  work  and  for  the  methods 
devised  to  aid  those  under  their  instruction.  They  have 
exhibited  devotion  and  much  patience  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duties. 

Changes  in  Officers  and  Teachers. 

Early  last  fall,  Miss  Ella  B.  Parsons,  of  Charleroi, 
who  had  been  the  faithful  and  efficient  assistant  in  the 
office  of  the  Superintendent,  for  a year,  as  bookkeeper  and 
typewriter,  tendered  her  resignation,  to  take  a similar 
position  in  an  office  nearer  her  home.  The  vacancy  thus 
created  was  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Miss  Jessie  M. 
Grosse,  of  Indiana,  Pa.,  who  had  completed  a course  of 
study  in  the  Commercial  Department  of  the  Indiana,  Pa., 
State  Normal  School.  S<he  has  been  quick  and  apt  in 
comprehending  the  work,  and  is  filling  the  position  in  a 
satisfactory  manner. 

During  the  month  of  October  last,  Mrs.  M.  M. 
Craven,  who  occupied  the  dual  position  of  Boys’  Gover- 
ness and  Teacher,  both  in  the  literary  and  industrial  de- 
partments of  the  school,  for  more  than  five  years,  tendered 
her  resignation  to  fulfil  a more  important  engagement. 
Mrs.  Craven  was  a valuable  assistant.  She  was  devoted 
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to  her  duties  in  whatever  line  they  fell ; was  full  of  energy 
and  zeal,  and  quick  and  ready  with  expedients  to  meet 
any  emergency.  She  took  a deep  and  commendable  in- 
terest in  the  progress  of  those  under  her  care. 

Being  satisfied  that  the  duties  performed  by  Mrs. 
Craven  were  much  too  great  for  one  person,  when  she 
resigned , we  determined  to  divide  the  work , as  we  had 
contemplated  doing  for  some  time.  Hence,  we  appointed 
Miss  Hattie  Wager,  who  came  to  us  well  recommended, 
and  claimed  to  have  had  some  experience  as  a nurse,  as 
Boys’  Governess,  and  Miss  Anna  Jacobs  to  take  charge 
of  the  teaching  work  formerly  performed  by  Mrs.  Craven. 
Miss  Jacobs  had  been  a successful  teacher  for  a number 
of  years  in  the  public  schools  of  the  State,  and,  besides, 
she  is  an  expert  teacher  of  needle  and  fancy  work — qual- 
ifications that  are  difficult  to  find  combined  in  one  person. 
This  change  has  proved  entirely  satisfactory. 

Discipline. 

The  discipline  of  the  school  has  been  judicious,  but 
firm.  In  all  matters  of  this  kind,  we  aim  to  be  most  con- 
siderate, careful  and  just,  keeping  always  in  view  the 
early  influences,  the  varied  conditions  and  surroundings  from 
which  our  pupils  have  come.  We  strive  to  maintain  a high 
tone  of  moral  influence  and  restraint  everywhere,  and  this  soon 
has  a salutary  effect  upon  the  most  incorrigible,  self-willed 
and  undisciplined  pupil. 

In  Conclusion. 

I feel  that  I can  not  close  this  report  without  refer- 
ring to  our  esteemed  and  honored  friend,  Mr.  George 
W.  Dilworth,  the  news  of  whose  sudden  and  unexpected 
death,  at  his  home  in  this  city,  at  noon  on  Tuesday,  Decem- 
ber 4th  last,  so  shocked  us  and  caused  us  deepest  sorrow. 

In  the  death  of  Mr.  Dilworth,  we  deplore  the  loss 
of  a true,  sincere  and  generous  friend ; and  we  deplore 
the  loss  of  one  who  had  served  this  Institution  so  well 
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during  all  the  period  of  his  connection  with  it,  which  Avas 
from  the  beginning,  for  he  Avas  a charter  member  of  the 
corporation.  He  had  its  welfare  at  heart,  and  did  all  he 
could  to  promote  its  interests.  Although  engrossed  in 
his  OAvn  business,  he  was  always  ready  and  Avilling  to  give 
some  time  to  the  affairs  of  the  Institution,  and  he  always 
patiently  listened  to  the  recital  of  events  that  occurred 
in  connection  with  it,  Avhether  of  a pleasant  or  an  unpleas- 
ant character. 

Mr.  Dilworth  lived  to  see  the  Institution  grow  from 
small  and  unpretentious  beginnings,  on  Forty-second 
street,  this  city,  to  its  present  pronortions  and  usefulness. 
He  always  seemed  to  rejoice  at  its  progress;  and,  at  his 
death,  it  was  prosperous  in  an  unexpected  and  unexampled 
degree.  And,  much  of  its  growth  and  successful  operations, 
are  due  to  his  earnest  and  willing  support  of  every  rea- 
sonable measure  and  proposition  suggested  for  the  en- 
largement of  its  sphere  of  work  and  influence  for  good. 
His  business  training  and  experience  in  the  affairs  of 
life,  enabled  him  to  grasp  readily  every  problem  that 
arose  with  regard  to  the  management  of  the  school,  and 
to  decide  wisely. 

While  he  has  gone  from  us — gone  from  useful  labor 
to  his  reward— and  we  miss  his  counsel,  his  co-operation 
and  sympathetic  encouragement,  we  yet  sometimes  almost 
feel  his  presence.  His  example  of  unquestioned  sincerity, 
his  genial  nature,  and  the  influence  of  his  singleness  of  pur- 
pose, are  ours.  We  shall  cherish  his  memory  as  that  of  a 
sincere  friend  and  a faithful  co-worker  in  this  new  and  im- 
portant benevolent  enterprise. 

As  a mark  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Dilworth, 
all  school  work  in  the  Institution  was  suspended  on  the 
day  of  burial,  and  the  officers  and  teachers  were  repre- 
sented at  the  funeral. 
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I desire  to  express  again  my  full  appreciation  of  the 
valuable  assistance  rendered  by  the  officers  and  teachers  in 
conducting  the  affairs  of  the  Institution  ; for  the  willing  and 
faithful  manner  in  which  they  have  discharged  their  respec- 
tive duties;  for  the  deep  interest  taken  in  the  progress  of 
the  school,  and  the  assiduous  efforts  made  to  achieve  satisfac- 
tory results. 

Sincerely  thanking  you,  gentlemen  of  the  Board,  for 
your  watchful  care  over  the  interests  of  the  Institution,  for 
your  manifest  concern  for  its  welfare  and  success,  an,d  for 
your  considerate  counsel,  words  of  encouragement  and  gen- 
ous  support,  this  report  is 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  B.  Jacobs, 

Superintendent. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


It  affords  us  great  pleasure,  at  the  close  of  the  year’s 
work,  to  formally  tender  our  heartfelt  thanks  and  acknowl- 
edge our  obligations  to  our  many  friends,  for  their  numerous 
tokens  of  interest  in  our  work,  evidences  of  appreciation  and 
proofs  of  good  will,  given  us  during  the  year. 

These  exhibitions  of  kindness  on  the  part  of  our  friends 
encourage  us  greatly,  influence  the  whole  school  work  and 
stimulate  us  all  to  strive  lor  higher  and  nobler  things. 

We  desire  especially  to  express  our  grateful  acknowl- 
ments — 


To  Mr.  Edwin  H.  Anderson,  Librarian  of  the  Pittsburg  Car- 
negie Library,  and  li is  assistants,  for  the  courteous  treatment  we 
have  uniformly  received  from  them  and  for  the  valuable  assistance 
rendered  us  in  the  selection  of  books  from  the  Library,  for  use  in 
the  Institution. 

To  the  Oliver  McClintock  Company,  for  a donation  to  the  funds 
of  the  Institution  of  $15.00  iu  cash. 

To  Charles  N.  Boyd,  for  20  tickets  admitting  pupils  to  the 
Piano  Recital  by  Masters  Isidore  and  David  Sapirstein,  at  Car- 
negie Music  Hall,  Tuesday  evening,  May  15,  1900,  sent  by  request 
of  Prof.  Charles  Gernert. 

To  Mrs.  Lucetta  Plumer,  of  West  Newton,  Pa.,  for  a donation 
in  cash  of  $500.00  to  the  funds  of  the  Institution,  made  in  compli- 
ance with  a request  expressed  by  her  late  husband  in  his  last  sick- 
ness, and  just  before  his  death. 

To  Prof.  Charles  Gernert,  for  tickets  of  admission  of  pupils  to 
the  Ringwalt  Choir  Union  Concerts,  given  in  Carnegie  Music  Hall, 
Pittsburgh,  December  4th  and  February  19th  last. 

To  Capt.  John  A.  Wood,  for  the  payment  of  a generous  sub- 
scription to  the  funds  of  the  Institution. 

To  Mrs.  F.  W.  Gerdes,  for  tickets  of  admission  to  the  “ Pitts- 
burg Popular  Entertainments,”  given  at  Carnegie  Music  Hall. 

To  the  Bellefield  Presbyterian  Sunday  School,  for  a donation  of 
$50.00  in  cash  for  the  use  of  the  Institution. 
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To  H.  K.  Porter,  Esq.,  for  his  kind  remembrance  of  our  pupils 
on  last  Christmas  day,  in  sending  them  a box  of  choice  oranges 
and  a quantity  of  raisins  and  nuts. 

To  Wm.  L.  Abbot,  Esq.,  for  a contribution  of  $20.00  in  cash, 
given  to  purchase  candy  and  toys  as  Christmas  presents  for  our 
pupils. 

To  the  Bellefield  Sunday  School,  for  its  usual  kind  remem- 
brance of  our  pupils  at  Christmas  time,  by  sending  them  a large 
quantity  of  candy. 

To  a “ friend,’1  J.  R.  M.,  for  a contribution  of  $25.00  in  cash. 

To  Mr.  Geo.  M.  Reed,  for  a number  of  valuable  embossed  books 
in  New  York  point  print,  donated  to  the  Institution. 

To  the  editors  and  publishers  of  the  following  periodicals  and 
daily  papers,  which  have  been  gratuitously  sent  to  the  Institution, 
and  from  which  extracts  have  bten  selected  daily  and  read  to  the 
pupils  : 

The  Pittsburgh  Dispatch , The  Pittsburgh  Leader , the  Presby- 
terian Banner  ; School  and  Dome  Education , Bloomington,  111. ; 
The  United  Presbyterian , Pittsburgh,  Pa.  ; The  Colorado  Index , 
printed  at  the  Colorado  School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind,  Colorado 
Springs,  and  The  Western  Pennsylvanian , published  at  the  Deaf- 
Mute  Institution,  Edgewood,  Pa. 

And  to  all  others  who  have  assisled  us  in  any  way,  and  given 
evidence  of  good  will  and  interest  in  the  Institution. 

We  are  profoundly  grateful  to  the  several  daily  newspapers 
of  the  city,  for  the  valuable  service  they  have  rendered  us  in  our 
work.  They  have  cheerfully  and  readily  published  many  notices 
of  concerts  and  other  entertainments  at  the  Institution,  free  of 
charge,  and  have  given  valuable  space  in  their  columns  for  nu- 
merous articles,  whereby  the  people  of  Western  Pennsylvania 
have  been  enabled  to  gather  much  information  regarding  the 
character  and  purposes  of  the  school. 

All  the  above  are  made  in  compliance  with  instructions 
from  the  Board  of  Directors. 

H.  B.  Jacobs, 

Superintendent. 


deuetal  information. 


The  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind 
is  a school  of  learning,  established  for  the  special  benefit 
of  the  blind  youth  in  the  western  part  of  the  State.  It  is 
in  no  sense  a home  or  a retreat,  as  many  suppose,  for  aged 
or  infirm  blind  people;  nor  is  it  a hospital  for  the  treat- 
ment of  diseases  of  the  eye,  but  it  is  strictly  educational  in 
all  its  interests.  It  is  the  aim  and  purpose  of  this  Institu- 
tion to  give  the  blind  youth  of  this  section  of  the  State  a 
liberal  education,  and,  in  addition,  give  them  such  train- 
ing in  the  art  of  music  and  instruction  in  industrial  pur- 
suits as  will  aid  them  to  become  independent  and  useful 
members  of  society. 

The  Institution  is  located  in  one  of  the  most  desir- 
able parts  of  the  city  of  Pittsburg.  Indeed,  it  would  be 
difficult  to  select,  in  or  about  this  city,  a more  beautiful, 
healthful  or  convenient  site  for  this  school  than  the 
grounds  on  which  it  is  situated.  The  buildings  are  light, 
airy,  commodious  and  cheerful,  and  supplied  with  modern 
conveniences.  They  overlook  the  noted  Schenley  Park, 
and  are  only  a few  squares  distant  from  the  new  Pittsburg 
Carnegie  Library.  The  location  of  the  Institution  affords 
the  inmates  the  advantages  and  privileges  of  a city  life, 
with  the  quiet  of  a country  home. 

The  Institution  fronts  on  Bayard  street,  while  Belle- 
field  avenue  extends  the  full  length  of  the  grounds  on  the 
east.  It  can  be  reached  from  almost  any  part  of  the  city 
by  electric  cars.  Three  different  lines  of  cars — the  Fifth 
avenue  line,  the  Forbes  street,  Bloomfield  and  ISTegley  ave- 
nue lines,  and  the  Centre  avenue  and  East  Liberty  line, 
each,  in  a different  direction  from  the  Institution,  pass 
within  two  squares  of  it. 
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The  Institution  is  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the 
State,  and  pupils  who  are  unable  to  pay  for  their  tuition  or 
contribute  anything  towards  their  support,  are  given  the 
full  benefit  and  privileges  of  the  school  free  of  charge.  All 
are  accorded  the  same  advantages  and  opportunities. 

Pupils  are  admitted  at  any  time  during  the  term,  and 
placed  in  classes  and  at  the  work  best  suited  to  their  con- 
dition and  degree  of  mental  development. 

Parents  and  guardians  are  required  to  supply  their 
children  with  good,  comfortable  clothing  of  sufficient 
quantity  to  admit  of  the  necessary  changes  for  washing 
and  mending,  and  to  defray  their  traveling  and  other  in- 
cidental expenses.  All  articles  of  clothing  should  be 
carefully  marked  with  indelible  ink  before  they  are  sent 
to  the  Institution. 

Letters  are  written  once  a month,  or  oftener,  if  neces- 
sary, for  those  who  cannot  write  for  themselves ; and,  in 
case  of  the  serious  sickness  of  a pupil,  the  parents  or 
guardian  will  be  informed  of  the  fact  immediately,  by  let- 
ter or  telegram.  It  is  the  desire  of  the  management  that 
the  parents  and  friends  of  the  pupils  shall  be  kept  well  in- 
formed as  to  their  condition  and  progress. 

Letters  and  packages  for  the  pupils  should  have  writ- 
ten on  them,  besides  the  name  of  the  pupil  addressed,  the 
words  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Bellefield  avenue , Pitts- 
burg, Pa.,  to  insure  prompt  delivery. 

The  use  of  tobacco  in  any  form  is  strictly  forbidden, 
and  no  one  using  it,  and  no  one  of  confirmed  immoral 
habits,  will  be  received  into  the  Institution. 

All  pupils  must  be  removed  from  the  Institution  at 
the  close  of  each  school  term  by  those  who  are  responsible 
for  their  care,  and  at  any  other  time,  should  necessity  re- 
quire it,  upon  due  notice  being  served. 
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A parent  or  guardian,  who  is  contemplating  the  plac- 
ing of  a blind  child  in  this  Institution,  should  at- once  open 
communication  relative  thereto  with  the  Superintendent. 

Blank  forms  of  application  for  admission  will  be  fur- 
nished at  any  time  by  the  Superintendent,  and  no  pupil 
will  be  admitted  to  the  school  until  such  application  has 
been  returned,  with  the  questions  which  it  contains  satis- 
factorily answered,  and  it  has  been  submitted  to  and 
approved  by  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Information  concerning  the  character  and  purpose  of 
the  Institution  and  of  the  work  being  done,  will  be  cheer- 
fully given ; and  all  inquiries  about  the  steps  to  be  taken 
to  procure  the  admission  of  pupils,  or  the  management  of 
the  school,  will  be  promptly  answered,  by  addressing  the 
undersigned. 

BI.  B.  Jacobs., 

Superintendent. 


(Catalogue  of  pupils 


In  Attendance  this  Year. 


BOYS. 


No. 

Name, 

When 

Admitted, 

Residence. 

1. 

Samuel  W.  Anderson, 

Jan. 

19,  1891, 

Braddoek,  Pa. 

2. 

Walter  Ryan  Taylor, 

Nov. 

27,  1891, 

Claremont,  Pa. 

3. 

George  Heck, 

Sept. 

15,  1892. 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

4. 

George  Smith  Colvin, 

Jan. 

3,  1893, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

5. 

Edward  V.  Minich, 

Oct. 

24,  1893, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

6. 

Albert  Standley  Miller, 

Oct. 

26,  1893, 

Glade,  Pa. 

7. 

Timothy  W.  McCue, 

Dec. 

14,  1893, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

8. 

Charles  O.  McLaughlin, 

April  30,  1894, 

Unity,  Pa. 

9.  William  F.  McNally, 

10.  John  H.  Dolan, 

11.  Orlando  Young, 

12.  Samuel  Earl  Kephart, 

13.  James  Coyle, 

14.  Earnest  Geo.  Scott, 

15.  Chas.  A.  Grimes, 

16.  Harry  R.  Barrows, 

17.  Chas.  Homer  Gibson, 

18.  Harold  Guy  Nickeson, 

19.  Earl  C.  Houk, 

20.  Merrel  Doyle, 

21.  J.  Donald  McLean, 

22.  Orrin  Werner  Locke, 

23.  Samuel  George  Rowe, 

24.  Edward  R.  Brown, 

25.  Geo.  J.  Reichenberger, 

26.  Cyrus  Barnes, 

27.  James  S.  Wardman, 

28.  Willie  Hackey, 

29.  Oscar  Gibson, 

30.  Robert  C.  Davidson, 

31.  Albert  O.  Buechler, 

32.  John  F.  Motheral, 

33.  Edward  Junkins, 

34.  Ashley  B.  Daughenbaugh, 

35.  Frank  A.  Shook, 

36.  Stephen  Huff, 

37.  Theodore  Romack, 

38.  Grant  Crosley, 

39.  Claude  Stover, 

40.  Christopher  Smoke, 

41.  Walter  E.  Downing, 

42.  George  I.  Beers, 

43.  Harold  L.  Strong, 

44.  Walter  R.  Ohliger, 

45.  Paul  Walot, 

46.  Henry  P.  King, 

47.  George  Newman, 


May  1,  1894, 
Sept.  27,  1894, 
Feb.  1,  1895, 
March  4,  1895, 
June  1,  1895, 
June  3,  1895, 
June  4,  1895, 
June  6,  1895, 
Sept.  12,  1895, 
May  18,  1896, 
June  15,  1896, 
Sept.  2,  1896, 
Sept.  22,  1896, 
Oct.  21,  1896, 
Feb.  4,  1897. 
May  26,  1897, 
May  27,  1897, 
Sept.  8,  1897, 
Sept.  9,  1897, 
Sept.  9,  1897,, 
Sept.  15,  1897, 
Nov.  1,  1897, 
April  20,  1898, 
May  3,  1898, 
Sept.  10,  1898, 
Sept.  15,  1898, 
Nov.  21,  1898, 
Dec.  1,  1898, 
Jan.  4,  1899, 
March  31,  1899, 
Sept.  7,  1899, 
Sept.  11,  1899, 
Nov.  14,  1899, 
Feb.  26,  1900, 
Mav  5,  1900. 
Sept.  10,  1900, 
April  6,  1901, 
May  1,  1901, 
May  2,  1901, 


Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Sheffield,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Connellsville,  Pa. 
Homestead,  Pa. 
Pittsburg,  Pa. 
Taylorstown,  Pa. 
Washington,  Pa. 
Harrisville,  Pa. 
Washington,  Pa. 
New  Brighton,  Pa. 
Wheatland,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Sewickley,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Allegheny,  Pa. 
McKeesport,  Pa. 
Leetsdale,  Pa. 
Hazeldell,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Harrisville,  Pa. 
McDonald,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Seward,  Pa. 
Kylertown,  Pa. 
Glenshaw,  Pa. 
Kane,  Pa. 

Evans  City,  Pa. 
Shamokin,  Pa. 
Grove  City,  Pa. 
Moshannon,  Pa. 

Oil  City,  Pa. 
Blandburg,  Pa. 
Brookville,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Charleroi,  Pa. 
Allegheny,  Pa. 
Allegheny,  Pa. 
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GIRLS. 


No 

Name, 

Whex  Admitted, 

Residence. 

1. 

Emma  H.  Cravan, 

Oct.  16,  1890, 

Duff’s  P.  O.,  Pa. 

2. 

Amanda  B.  D.  Bay, 

Nov.  11,  1890, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

3. 

Jean  Cowan, 

Dec.  4,  1890, 

Anita,  Pa. 

4. 

Mary  A.  Nichols, 

April  30,  1891, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

5. 

Ethel  E.  Crooks, 

April  28,  1892, 

Kendall  Creek,  Pa. 

6. 

Elizabeth  J.  Johnston, 

Feb.  27,  1893, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

7. 

Olive  Gibson, 

Oct.  20,  1893, 

Harrisville,  Pa. 

8. 

Agnes  May  Gilner, 

Oct.  20,  1893, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

9. 

Bertha  May  Johnson, 

Oct.  23,  1893, 

Jeannette,  Pa. 

10. 

Katie  Burke, 

Dec.  7,  1893, 

Altoona,  Pa. 

11. 

Jane  Anna  Ferry, 

Sept.  5,  1894, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

12. 

Jennie  S.  Snyder, 

Sept.  5,  1894, 

Apollo,  Pa. 

13. 

Dessie  Markland, 

Sept.  5,  1894, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

14. 

Lulu  Florence  Trainer, 

Oct.  18,  1894, 

Piolett,  Pa. 

15. 

Martha  Bates, 

June  3,  1895, 

Sharpsburg,  Pa. 

16. 

Edith  McC.  Smith, 

Nov.  4,  1895, 

Paulton,  Pa. 

17. 

Margaret  0.  Castor, 

Feb.  24,  1896, 

West  Liberty,  Pa. 

18. 

Hazel  Keefer, 

May  2,  1896, 

Beaver  Falls,  Pa. 

19. 

Pearl  Keefer, 

May  2,  1896, 

Beaver  Falls,  Pa. 

20. 

Mary  C.  Hays, 

May  28,  1896, 

Indiana,  Pa. 

21. 

May  Levy, 

Sept.  14,  1896, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

22. 

Harriet  P.  Slattery, 

Sept.  22,  1896, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

23. 

Kathleen  A.  Tragesser, 

April  20,  1897, 

McKeesport,  Pa. 

24. 

Viola  Edna  Suter, 

May  11,  1897, 

Mt.  Pleasant,  Pa. 

25. 

Bessie  V.  Robertson, 

June  1,  1897, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

26. 

Florence  McHenry, 

Sept.  21,  1897, 

Homestead,  Pa. 

27. 

Elsie  May  Vath, 

Oct.  8,  1897, 

Sandy  Lake,  Pa. 

28. 

May  Porter, 

Oct.  27,  1897, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

29. 

Margaret  Shipley, 

Nov.  13,  1897, 

W.  Brownsville,  Pa. 

30. 

Ethel  Florence  Boyer, 

Jan.  13,  1898, 

Harmony,  Pa. 

31. 

Martha  Hecht, 

April  30,  1898, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

32. 

Maggie  Winklevoss, 

Sept.  27,  1898, 

Duquesne,  Pa. 

33. 

Bertha  Ubry, 

Nov.  26,  1898, 

Brush  Creek,  Pa. 

34. 

Josephine  Brener, 

April  24,  1899, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

35. 

Daisy  Reynolds, 

Dec.  27,  1899, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

36. 

Melissa  Bertha  Hopkins, 

Feb.  22,  1900, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

37. 

Lena  L.  Conaty,  • 

Sept.  5,  1900, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

38. 

Elizabeth  Goodman, 

Sept.  10,  1900, 

Rankin  Station,  Pa. 

39. 

Shirley  H.  Budke, 

Sept.  11,  1900, 

Canonsburg,  Pa. 

40. 

Autumn  S.  Drake, 

Sept.  25,  1900, 

Little  Cooley,  Pa. 

41. 

Ida  L.  Flesher, 

Oct.  4,  1900, 

Alverton,  Pa. 

42. 

Iva  A.  Beighley, 

Oct.  5,  1900, 

Utica,  Pa. 

43. 

Margie  L.  Stewart, 

Jan.  22,  1901, 

Rimersburg,  Pa. 

Hkl-^aius 

FGR  THE 

Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind. 


Made  and  adopted  by  the  members  of  tbe  Corpora- 
tion,* at  a general  meeting  called  for  that  purpose,  and 
held,  March  17th,  1887,  with  such  amendments  as  have 
been  made  at  various  meetings  of  the  Corporation,  includ- 
ing the  annual  meeting  held  May  14th,  1888,  and  at  the 
Directors’  meetings. 

BUSINESS. 

1.  The  business  of  this  Corporation  shall  be  man- 
aged and  conducted  by  a President,  two  Vice-Presidents, 
a Board  of  Directors,  a Clerk  or  Secretary,  a Treasurer, 
and  such  other  Officers,  Agents  and  Committees  as  may 
be  appointed  from  time  to  time  by  the  Directors. 

DIRECTORS. 

2.  The  Directors  shall  be  chosen  annually  by  the 
members  of  the  Corporation,  and  shall  hold  their  offices 
until  others  are  chosen  and  qualified  in  their  stead. 

The  Directors  shall  be  divided  into  three  classes,  and 
three  of  them  shall  be  elected  for  a term  of  one  year,  three 
for  a term  of  two  years,  and  three  for  a term  of  three  years, 
respectively ; and,  at  all  ensuing  elections  of  said  Corpora- 
tion, the  Corporation  shall  only  elect  the  number  of 
Directors  necessary  to  take  the  places  of  those  whose  terms 
of  office  shall  then  expire,  and  such  Directors  shall  then 
be  chosen  for  a term  of  three  years. 

ANNUAL  MEETING. 

3.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation  for  the 
election  of  Directors  and  the  transaction  of  other  business, 
shall  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  May  in  each  year 


46 


succeeding  the  present,  in  the  City  of  Pittsburg.  Special 
meetings  of  the  members  of  the  Corporation  may  be  called 
by  the  Directors,  when  necessary.  Notice  of  all  annual 
meetings  shall  be  published  in  one  newspaper,  in  the  City 
of  Pittsburg,  at  least  five  days  prior  to  any  such  meeting. 

SECRETARY. 

4.  The  Clerk  or  Secretary  shall  record  all  the  votes 
of  the  Corporation,  and  the  minutes  of  all  meetings  of  the 
Incorporators,  and,  also,  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  in  a 
hook  kept  for  that  purpose. 

TREASURER. 

5.  The  Treasurer  shall  give  bond  in  the  sum  of 
$5,000,  with  such  securities  as  the  Directors  may  require, 
for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties ; and  he  shall  keep 
the  moneys  of  the  Corporation  in  a separate  account  and 
shall  report  to  the  Directors  whenever  required,  and  pay 
all  warrants  drawn  by  the  Executive  Committee. 

PRESIDENT. 

6.  The  President,  or  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents, 
shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Directors  and  at  meet- 
ings of  the  members  of  the  Corporation,  and  shall  have 
and  exercise  all  the  powers  which  ordinarily  belong  to  the 
presiding  officer  of  representative  bodies. 

QUORUM. 

7.  A majority  of  the  members  of  the  Corporation, 
who  are  present  at  any  regularly  called  meeting,  shall  be 
competent  to  transact  business.  Members  may  attend  in 
person  or  by  proxy. 

POWER  OF  DIRECTORS. 

8.  The  Directors  shall  have  power  to  fill  all  vacan- 
cies which  may  happen  by  death,  resignation  or  otherwise. 

9.  The  Directors  shall  have  power  to  make  and 
enforce  all  such  rules  and  orders  as  they  may  deem  reason- 
able or  necessary  for  the  management  of  the  affairs  and 
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business  of  the  Corporation,  and  for  the  government  of  its 
agents  and  employes. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

10.  In  addition  to  the  Corporators  named  in  the 
Charter,  members  may  be  admitted  by  the  Corporators 
upon  the  following  terms : Contributors  of  sums  of  money 
or  other  property  to  the  value  of  $500,  may  be  elected  to 
life  membership ; and  annual  contributors  of  not  less  than 
$50,  may  be  elected  to  membership,  but,  in  the  latter  case, 
such  membership  shall  terminate  upon  default  of  such 
annual  contribution.  All  members  of  the  Corporation 
shall  during  the  period  of  their  membership  be  entitled  to 
vote  at  all  general  meetings  of  the  Corporators. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

11.  The  President  shall,  at  the  organization  of  the 
Board  each  year,  appoint  an  Executive  Committee  consist- 
ing of  three  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  who  shall 
examine  and  approve  all  bills,  and  when  found  in  order, 
issue  warrants  on  the  Treasurer  for  the  payment  of  the 
same.  All  bills  must  be  approved  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, and  every  warrant  drawn  on  the  Treasurer  must 
be  countersigned  by  the  Chairman  of  that  Committee, 

12.  The  President  shall  appoint  an  Auditing  Com- 
mittee of  three  members,  who  shall  annually  audit  the 
accounts  of  the  Secretary,  Treasurer,  or  other  officers,  and 
make  report  thereof  to  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  also  to 
the  Corporators. 

AMENDMENTS. 

13.  These  By-Laws  may  be  altered  or  amended  by  a 
two-thirds  vote  of  those  present,  at  any  regular  meeting  of 
the  Directors,  provided  due  notice  has  been  given  at  a 
previous  meeting,  and  not  otherwise. 

14.  At  the  reorganization  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
each  year,  the  President  shall  divide  the  members  into 
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committees  of  two  members  each,  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
in  course,  month  by  month,  as  individually  appointed,  to 
spend  a part  of  one  day  at  the  Institution,  inspect  the 
buildings,  visit  the  class  rooms,  consult  with  the  Super- 
intendent as  to  the  interests  of  the  school,  and  report  to 
the  Board  at  its  next  monthly  meeting. 
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Fifteenth  Annual  Report 


. . . OF  . . . 

The  Directors 


OF  THE 


VV  estern  P ennsylvania 

Mitution  for  tbc  BlinO, 


Presented  to  the  Corporators, 


. AT  THEIR . 


Annual  Meeting,  May  5,  1902, 

PITTSBURGH,  PA. 


PITTSBURGH  : 

The  Myers  & Shinkxe  Co.  Print,  711  Liberty  Street, 
1902. 


Board  of  Corporators 


Charter 

*A.  M.  Marshall, 

*William  A.  Herron, 

H.  K.  Porter, 

John  A.  Wood, 

*Henry  Holdsiiip, 

Rev  E.  R.  Donehoo,  D.  D., 
*B.  F.  Long, 

John  H.  Ricketson, 

J.  A.  Lippincott,  M.  D„ 

* John  W.  Chalfant, 

A.  M.  Brown, 

*George  W.  Dilworth, 

* John  R. 


Members. 

Morris  PI.  Danzinger, 

* William  Thaw, 

Oliver  P.  Scaife, 

Rev.  E.  P.  Cowan,  D.  D., 
MI  on.  Thomas  Ewing, 

*L.  H.  Harris,  M.  D., 

Rev.  J.  T.  McCrory,  D.  I)., 
*Charles  J.  Clarke, 

Rev.  John  G.  Brown,  D.  D., 
W.  PI.  Winslow,  M.  D., 
Samuel  S.  Brown, 

C.  F.  Dean, 

McCune. 


Members  by  Subscription  of  $500.00. 


Charles  Lockhart, 

*A.  Garrison, 

J.  M.  Schoonmaker, 

Mrs  Mary  E.  Schenley, 
*F.  R.  Brunot, 

M RS.  D.  C.  Phillips, 
*Mrs.  E.  M.  Bell, 

D.  H.  Hostetter, 

Mrs.  Wm.  Thaw, 

S.  S.  Marvin, 

*Dr.  C.  G.  Hussey, 

*R.  S.  Hays, 

Mrs.  Lucetta  Plumer, 


Henry  Phipps,  Jr., 

*Jos.  Horne, 

*Mrs.  Mary  Irwin, 

Mrs.  Mary  Thaw  Thompson, 
*J.  P.  Hanna, 

Benj.  Thaw, 

Jno.  Walker, 

*J.  J.  Vandergrift, 

*W.  D.  Wood, 

John  B.  Jackson, 

*Miss  Jane  Hoi.mes, 

Finley  H.  Lloyd, 

Wm.  L.  Abbott, 


Deceased. 


Otis  H.  Childs. 


Directors. 

Those  whose  terms  expire  in  Hay,  1903. 

Rev.  John  G.  Brown,  D.  D.,  Finley  H.  Lloyd, 

Chas.  F.  Dean. 

Those  whose  terms  expire  in  May,  1904. 

Dr.  J.  A.  Lippincott,  William  L.  Abbott, 

O.  M.  Edwards. 

Those  whose  terms  expire  in  May,  1905. 

J.  M.  SCHOONMAKER,  H.  KlRKE  PORTER, 

Otis  H.  Chii  ,IK. 


Officers. 

Rev.  John  G.  Brown,  D.  D 

J.  M.  Schoonmaker 

H.  Kirke  Porter 

O.  M.  Edwards 

Chas.  F.  Dean 


President. 

First  Vice-President. 
Second  Vice-President. 
Secretary. 

Treasurer. 


Executive  Committee. 

Wm.  L.  Abbott,  Chairman, 
H.  K.  Porter, 

Otis  H.  Childs, 

Finley  H.  Lloyd, 

O.  M.  Edwards. 


Counselor. 

A M.  Brown,  Esq.,  134  Fifth  Avenue. 


Officers  and  Teachers  of  the  Institution* 


Superintendent. 

H.  B.  Jacobs. 


Teachers  in  the  Literary  Department. 

Miss.  0.  H.  J.  Harris,  Miss  Hannah  I.  Houston, 

Miss  Anna  Jacobs,  Miss  M.  Edna  Caskey. 


Teachers  in  the  Musical  Department. 

Miss  Sarah  E.  Taylor,  G.  R.  Broadberry, 

Miss  Jean  Cowan,  Assistant,  John  Gernert. 


Industrial  Department. 

Miss  Anna  Jacobs,  Geo.  Horstman, 

Teacher  ot  Girls’  Industrial  Work.  Teacher  of  Piano-Tuning. 

J.  M.  Richard, 

Teacher  of  Broom-Making. 


MlSS  Cora  M.  Reed,  Special  Teacher  of  Deaf-Mute  and  Blind  Child. 


Household 

Mrss  Minnie  E.  Brown, 

Book-keeper. 

Miss  Catherine  Thompson, 

Boys’  Governess. 

Mrs.  T.  A. 

Matro 


Officers. 

J.  A.  Lippincott,  M.  D., 

Oculist  and  Special  Physician. 

Miss  Amy  J.  Loomis, 

Girls’  Governess. 

Jacobs, 


Western  ipennsvlvania  Institution  for  the  J61in0. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  ANNUAL  MEETING 


OF  THE 

|ucor;puratovs  and  i^ife  2W  embers. 


Pittsburg,  Pa.,  May  5,  1902. 

The  fifteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation  was  held, 
in  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  By-Laws,  at  the  in- 
stitution this — Monday — afternoon,  May  5th,  1902,  at  2:30 
o’clock. 

Those  present  were  Rev.  J.  T.  McCrory,  D.  D.,  Rev. 
John  G.  Brown,  D.  D.,  and  Charles  F.  Dean,  Esq.,  Charter 
members  ; Messrs.  William  L.  Abbot  and  Otis  H.  Childs, 
Directors,  and  H.  B.  Jacobs,  Superintendent;  and  those  re- 
presented by  proxies  were  Mrs.  Mary  Thaw  Thompson,  Col. 
J.  M.  Schoonmaker,  Maj.  A.  M.  Brown,  John  B.  Jackson, 
Esq.,  and  Benjamin  Thaw,  Esq. 

On  motion  offered  by  Dr.  Brown,  Dr.  McCrory  was 
called  upon  to  preside  over  the  meeting,  and,  by  a similar 
motion,  the  Superintendent  was  requested  to  act  as  Secretary. 

On  taking  the  chair,  Dr.  McCrory  invited  Mr.  Dean  to 
open  the  proceedings  with  prayer. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  annual  meeting,  held  Monday, 
May  6th,  1901,  were  then  read,  and,  on  motion,  declared 
approved. 

The  Secretary  stated  that,  in  compliance  with  the  By- 
Laws,  notice  of  the  meeting  had  been  published  in  the  Pitts- 
burgh Daily  Dispatch,  in  three  different  issues  of  the  paper  ; 
also,  that  copies  of  a circular  letter  regarding  the  meeting- 
had  been  sent  to  all  the  members  of  the  Corporation. 
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The  Chair  then  called  for  the  annual  reports  of  the 
officers  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  Dr.  J.  G.  Brown, 
President  of  the  Board,  responding,  read  his  report,  which 
was  listened  to  with  much  interest.  On  motion  offered  by 
Mr.  Abbott,  it  was  formally  accepted,  ordered  placed  on  tile 
and  to  be  printed. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer,  Mr.  Charles  F.  Dean, 
giving  a detailed  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures 
during  the  past  year,  was  submitted.  On  motion,  it  was 
also  received  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Owing  to  the  absence  from  the  city  of  Mr.  O.  M.  Ed- 
wards, Secretary  of  the  Board,  no  report  from  him  was  pre- 
sented. On  motion,  it  was  unanimously  agreed  to  request 
Mr.  Edwards  to  prepare  a brief  report  to  be  printed  with  the 
other  documents  submitted  at  this  meeting. 

The  Superintendent  then  read  his  annual  report,  which 
was  accepted  and  ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  other  accom- 
panying papers. 

The  President  then  announced  that  the  terms  of  Col.  J. 
M.  Schoonmaker,  Messrs.  H.  Kirke  Porter  and  Otis  H. 
Childs,  as  Directors  of  the  Institution,  expire  with  this  meet- 
ing, and  asked  what  action  the  Corporation  wished  to  take 
regarding  the  appointment  of  their  successors. 

On  motion  offered,  it  was  resolved  to  proceed  to  the 
election  of  three  Directors  to  succeed  those  -whose  terms  are 
about  to  expire.  Nominations  being  called  for  by  the  Presi- 
dent, Dr.  Brown  arose  and  placed  in  nomination  Messrs. 
Schoonmaker,  Porter  and  Childs  for  re-election. 

As  there  were  no  other  names  presented,  on  motion,  the 
nominations  were  closed. 

By  unanimous  consent  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to 
cast  the  ballot  for  the  three  gentlemen  nominated.  Accord- 
ingly, he  announced  that  Col.  J.  M.  Schoonmaker  and 
Messrs.  H.  K.  Porter  and  Otis  Id.  Childs  had  received  the 
unanimous  vote  of  members  of  the  Corporation  present  and 
the  proxies  submitted;  and,  thereupon,  the  Chair  declared 
them  duly  elected  Directors  of  the  Institution  for  the  ensuing 
three  years. 
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Mr.  Dean  then  arose  and,  addressing  the  Chair,  called 
attention  to  the  fact  that  Mr.  Wm.  L.  Abbott  and  Mr.  Otis 
H.  Childs  had  each,  since  our  last  annual  meeting,  contrib- 
uted to  the  funds  of  the  Institution  the  sum  of  $500,  and 
moved  that  they  be  elected  Life  members  of  the  Corporation 
with  all  the  honors  and  privileges  coufei’red  by  the  By-Laws. 
The  motion  was  promptly  seconded  and  unanimously  adopted. 

On  motion  otfered  by  Dr.  Brown,  the  Superintendent 
was  instructed  to  compile  and  have  printed  in  pamphlet 
form,  at  as  early  a date  as  convenient,  1,000  copies  of  the 
Annual  Report.  He  was  also  instructed  to  make  proper  ac- 
knowledgment of  all  donations  received,  and  of  all  other 
favors  shown,  by  friends  of  the  Institution  during  the  past 
year. 

Mr.  Dean  asked  that  a committee  be  appointed  to  audit 
the  Treasurer’s  report.  Whereupon,  by  consent,  the  Presi- 
dent appointed  Messrs.  Abbott  and  Childs  such  committee. 

There  being  no  further  business  before  the  Corporation, 
on  motion  the  meeting  was  adjourned. 

H.  B.  Jacobs, 

Secretary. 


REPORT  OF  THE 


president  of  the  goardof  directors. 


Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  May  5,  1902. 

To  the  Incorporators  and  Life  Members  of  the  Western  Penn- 
sylvania Institution  for  the  Blind  : 

Gentlemen — The  following  report  on  behalf  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  is  respectfully  submitted  : 

During  the  year  just  closed  the  Institution  under  our 
immediate  oversight  has  pursued  its  benevolent  and  useful 
career  with  marked  efficiency  and  gratifying  success.  The 
enrollment  has  been  larger  than  at  any  previous  period  of  its 
history.  And  this,  too,  notwithstanding  the  fact,  that  in  ad- 
dition to  the  pupils  who,' having  completed  the  prescribed 
course  of  study,  graduated  last  June  with  honor  to  them- 
selves and  credit  to  the  Institution,  a considerable  number 
who  had  previously  been  in  attendance,  either  through  mis- 
guided affection  or  criminal  indifference  on  the  part  of  their 
parents  or  friends,  have  not  returned.  It  is  a matter  of  painful 
regret  that  year  after  year,  children  who  have  been  in  the  school 
one,  two  or  more  terms,  and  who  have  been  fairly  started  in 
their  educational  work,  should  be  permitted  to  remain  away 
from  school,  when  they  have  obtained  only  enough  instruc- 
tion to  render  them  more  fully  conscious  of  their  great  afflic- 
tion, but  not  enough  to  afford  them  any  substantial  benefit. 
With  the  ample  means  and  appliances  for  their  care  and  in- 
struction, so  generously  provided  by  public  and  private  be- 
neficence, some  method  certainly  should  be  devised  to  pre- 
vent the  frequent  recurrence  of  this  state  of  things.  If  a 
compulsory  law  is  justifiable  to  enforce  the  attendance  of  see- 
ing children  upon  the  instruction  of  our  public  schools,  much 
more  is  one  required  to  compel  the  attendance  of  the  blind. 
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We  are  gratified  to  be  able  to  state  that  a valuable  and 
long  desired  auxiliary  in  our  musical  department  has  at  last 
been  secured.  A tine  largr  pipe-organ,  the  generous  gift  of 
Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie,  obtained  largely  through  the  efforts 
of  our  late  President,  Mr.  William  A.  Herron,  was  placed  in 
the  chapel  last  fall.  This  fine  instrument  was  designed  by 
Prof.  W.  L.  Mayer,  Mr.  Carnegie’s  special  agent,  and  erected 
by  the  W.  W.  Kimball  Company,  of  Chicago,  at  a cost  of 
about  seven  thousand  dollars.  It  is  regarded  bv  competent 
judges  as  an  excellent  instrument,  especially  well  adapted  for 
the  purpose  it  is  intended  to  subserve.  It  is  now  being  used 
daily  by  some  of  our  pupils,  four  of  whom  are  receiving  in- 
structions upon  it,  with  special  reference  to  fitting  them  to 
become  church  organists. 

The  walls  and  ceiling  of  the  chapel,  which  had  not  re- 
ceived any  attention  since  the  occupancy  of  the  present  build- 
ing, were  repaired,  painted  and  decorated ; the  seats,  which 
had  evidently  been  finished  with  poor  material,  were  thor- 
oughly cleaned  and  varnished;  new  carpet  was  laid  in  the 
aisles,  and  the  changes  in  the  platform  rendered  necessary  by 
the  introduction  of  the  new  organ  were  made.  These  much 
needed  improvements,  by  which  our  dingy  and  unattractive 
audience  chamber  was  transformed  into  a bright,  cheerful 
room,  were  secured  at  the  expenditure  of  less  than  twelve 
hundred  dollars. 

In  this  connection,  we  would  state  that  two  members  of 
our  Board  of  Directors  have  generously  contributed  five  hun- 
dred dollars  each,  for  the  purpose  of  fitting  up  a gymnasium 
with  proper  appliances,  so  that  ample  provision  will  soon  be 
made  for  the  indoor  exercise  of  the  pupils. 

After  several  ineffectual  efforts  to  secure  a competent 
instructor  for  Maggie  Castor,  the  little  deaf,  dumb  and  blind 
child  under  our  care,  Miss  Cora  Reed,  a well  educated  semi- 
mute, was  engaged  early  in  the  winter.  Miss  Reed  has  many 
qualifications  which  fit  her  in  no  small  degree  for  her  difficult 
and  responsible  task.  Although  Maggie  has  been  but  a few 
months  under  her  care,  she  has  made  encouraging  progress. 
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The  condition  in  which  this  unfortunate  child  was,  when  first 
brought  to  the  Institution,  should  be  remembered.  Then 
she  could  not  walk  or  even  stand  without  assistance,  had  no 
knowledge  of  the  use  of  her  hands  or  limbs.  She  now  walks 
about  freely  with  a good  firm  step,  makes  good  use  of  her 
hands,  is  capable  of  dressing  herself,  and  is  self-helpful  in 
many  other  ways.  Moreover,  it  should  also  be  borne  in 
mind  that  Maggie  has  not  been  endowed  by  nature  with  that 
quick  intellect  nal  perception  and  those  remarkable  mental  qual- 
ities, which  seem  to  characterize  those  of  the  deaf-blind,  whose 
achievements  have  attracted  such  a large  share  of  public  at- 
tention. With  our  present  arrangements,  and  in  view  of 
what  has  already  been  achieved,  we  have  reason  to  hope  that 
much  will  yet  be  accomplished  for  this  much  afflicted  child. 

For  a full  account  of  the  work  of  the  school  in  its  sev- 
eral departments,  and  for  a detailed  statement  of  the  financial 
condition — the  income  and  expenditures  of  the  Institution 
during  the  year — you  are  respectfully  referred  to  the  reports 
of  the  Superintendent,  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  which  will  be 
duly  submitted. 

The  property  on  Forty-second  street  owned  by  the  In- 
stitution, where  the  school  was  organized  and  conducted  for 
a number  of  years,  has  been  sold.  While  the  sum  realized 
was  much  below  its  original  cost  and,  perhaps,  somewhat  less 
than  its  present  value,  still,  owing  to  the  greatly  depressed 
value  of  real  estate  in  that  part  of  the  city,  it  was  the  unani- 
mous opinion  of  the  Board  of  Directors  that  it  was  advisable 
to  make  the  sale,  as  its  possession  had  been  a constant  source 
of  annoyance  and  expense  for  repairs,  and  the  prospect  of  any 
material  advancement  in  its  value  in  the  near  future  did  not 
seem  promising.  Moreover,  it  was  understood  that  it  is  to 
be  devoted  to  the  work  of  an  important  benevolent  enter- 
prise . 

The  term  of  service  of  the  following  Directors  expires 
with  this  meeting  : Messrs.  II.  K.  Porter,  J.  M.  Schoonmaker 
and  Otis  II.  Childs. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  G.  Brown, 

President. 


Heporl  of  the  treasurer 


FIFTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


CHARGES  F-  DEAfJ,  Treasurer 


Of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind, 
for  the  Year  Ending  May  1st,  1902. 


Receipts. 


Balance  on  hand  May  1st,  1901 

From  State  Treasurer,  Apparatus,  &c 

From  State  Treasurer,  Maintenance 

Contribution,  Otis  H.  Childs 

Contribution,  W.  L.  Abbott 

Contribution,  John  M.  Keefe 

From  sale  of  Brooms 

From  rent  of  42d  Street  property 

From  payment  on  account  sale  of  property. . 


Disbursements. 

Note  paid 

Repairs,  Apparatus  and  Furniture 

Salaries 

Wages  of  employes 

Light  and  heat 

Supplies 

Incidental  expenses 

Balance  on  hand  May  1st,  1902 


$ 3,790 

14 

$ 1,000 

00 

20,382 

44 

21,382 

44 

500 

00 

500 

00 

5 

00 

1,005 

00 

883 

05 

200 

00 

1,000 

00 

28,260 

63 

O 

O 

of 

€/i>= 

00 

1,120 

00 

7,616 

42 

3,547 

23 

1,466 

61 

7,386 

82 

387 

98 

23,525 

06 

4,735 

57 

$28,260 

63 

The  Union  National  Bank  of  Pittsburg, 

May  1st,  1902. 

This  is  to  cerlify  that,  as  shown  in  the  above  report,  the  sum 
of  $4,735.57  stands  to  the  credit  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania 
Institution  for  the  Blind  upon  the  books  of  this  bank,  at  this  date. 

Geo.  W.  Paden,  Assistant  Cashier. 

The  undersigned  Auditors,  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Direct- 
ors, hereby  certify  that  they  have  examined  the  above  account  and 
found  it  to  be  correct.  Wm.  L.  Abbott, 

Otis  H.  Childs. 


Report  of  tlxc  Secretary. 


WESTERN  PENN' A INSTITUTION  for  the  BLIND. 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  May  — , 1902. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Corporation  : 

Gentlemen — In  compliance  with  your  request,  as  Sec- 
retary of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  this  Institution,  I re- 
spectfully present  my  Annual  Report,  which  comprises  but  a 
summary  of  such  actions  of  the  Board  and  other  events  as 
are  deemed  necessary  to  complete  the  records  of  the  school 
and  be  given  to  the  public  with  your  other  published  docu- 
ments. 

Good  progress  has  been  made  in  all  the  departments  of 
the  Institution  during  the  past  year,  and  the  results  achieved 
have  been  gratifying  to  the  Board.  The  Directors  have  been 
kept  well  informed  as  to  the  growth  and  condition  of  the 
school,  the  health  of  the  pupils  and  what  was  required  to 
keep  the  establishment  in  good  working  order,  and  have 
readily  responded  to  every  request  made  of  them  for  action 
tending  to  promote  the  work  and  add  to  the  comfort  of  those 
under  our  care. 

The  instruction,  of  whatever  character,  has  been  thorough 
and  practical.  Those  having  this  work  in  charge  are  thor- 
oughly imbued  with  a desire  to  direct  the  pupils  along  such 
lines  as  will  prove  the  most  profitable  to  them  in  their  future 
efforts  to  earn  a living;  and  the  correctness  of  their  methods 
is  shown  in  the  success  of  those  who  have  received  their  in- 
struction here,  and  are  now  engaged  in  work  for  themselves. 

The  finances  of  the  Institution  have  been  well  and  care- 
fully managed.  Expenditures  have  been  judiciously  made, 
and  we  feel  that  we  are  able  to  give  a good  account  of  every 
dollar  we  have  received.  While  the  needs  of  the  establish- 
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mant  have  been  well  supplied  and  ample  provision  has  been 
made  for  the  comfort  of  the  household,  the  current  expenses 
have  been  kept  within  the  limits  of  our  income  for  mainte- 
nance, as  is  shown  by  the  Treasurer’s  report.  In  my  report 
submitted  to  you  one  year  ago,  I mentioned  the  fact  that  the 
only  obligation  against  the  Institution  outstanding,  was  a 
promissory  note  for  $2,000,  which  represented  the  balance  of 
the  indebtedness  incurred  in  the  fall  of  1898,  for  the  comple- 
tion of  the  third  story  of  the  building.  I am  glad  to  report 
now  that  that  obligation  has  been  cancelled,  and  the  Institu- 
tion is  entirely  out  of  debt. 

The  accounts  have  been  well  kept  and  in  such  manner 
as  to  be  easily  examined  by  the  special  agent  sent  out  from 
the  Auditor  General’s  office,  to  inspect  the  accounts  of  insti- 
tutions receiving  State  aid  ; and  our  reports  of  expenditures 
made  to  the  Auditor  General,  at  the  end  of  each  quarter  of 
the  fiscal  year,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  law, 
have  been  readily  accepted  and  approved,  and  remittances  for 
the  amounts  they  represented  have  been  promptly  received. 
Hence,  we  have  been  enabled  to  pay,  each  month,  all  bills 
contracted  for  education  and  maintenance  without  borrowing 
money,  as  we  were  compelled  to  do  a few  years  ago. 

At  the  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Direct- 
ors, held  on  the  19th  day  of  November  last,  by  unanimous 
consent,  Mr.  H.  K.  Porter  was  requested  to  prepare,  on  be- 
half of  the  Board,  a letter  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie, 
for  the  gift  of  the  excellent  pipe  organ  which  has  been  placed 
in  our  chapel.  In  compliance  with  this  request,  in  due  time 
the  following  letter  was  addressed  to  Mr.  Carnegie  : 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  Nov.  30th,  1901. 
Andrew  Carnegie,  Esq.,  New  York  City. 

Dear  Mr.  Carnegie — The  Western  Pennsylvania 
Institution  for  the  Blind  is  profoundly  grateful  to  you  for 
your  beautiful  gift.  The  magnificent  organ  is  now  in  place, 
and  has  been  tried  sufficiently  to  give  some  slight  idea  of  its 
scope  and  power  of  sweetness.  We  are  redecorating  the 
room  to  make  it  a more  fitting  casket  for  so  rich  a treasure, 
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and  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment,  will  install  the  organ 
by  a public  recital.  We  should  be  delighted,  if,  on  that  oc- 
casion, we  could  be  favored  by  the  presence  of  Mrs.  Carnegie 
and  yourself,  that  we  might  express  to  you  in  person  our 
appreciation  of  your  generous  gift,  and  that  you  might  see 
for  yourselves  how  useful  and  helpful  this  promises  to  be  to 
those  who  need  a helping  hand  to  lift  them  over  many  a 
rough  place  in  their  lives,  and  to  guide  them  along  an  unseen 
path.  In  their  names  above  all,  and  for  ourselves,  person- 
ally, this  Board,  who  appreciate  and  are  grateful  for  your 
liberality  and  encouragement,  and  as  an  official  body,  we 
most  heartily  extend  you  our  thanks. 

Very  cordially  your  friends, 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institu- 
tion for  the  Blind. 

John  G.  Brown, 

President. 

Ooden  M.  Edwards, 

Secretary. 

The  sale  of  the  property  belonging  to  the  Institution  on 
Forty-second  street,  Pittsburgh,  to  which  the  President  has 
referred  in  his  report,  was  consummated  after  careful  consid- 
eration by  the  Directors  at  a special  meeting,  held  on  the 
18th  ultimo.  As  several  ineffectual  efforts  had  been  made  to 
dispose  of  the  property  prior  to  that  date  at  a price  somewhat 
higher  than  that  obtained,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  accept 
the  offer  then  made.  Although  the  price  for  which  it  was 
sold — $6,500 — seems  low,  still  it  must  be  remembered  that 
it  is  not  profitable  rental  property,  and  the  Board  considered 
that  a better  income  could  be  obtained  from  the  interest  on 
the  money  received  for  it  than  for  rent,  in  its  present  con- 
dition. 

The  life-size  portrait,  in  oil,  of  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Schenley, 
which,  in  accordance  with  a contract  made  by  the  late  Col. 
W.  A.  Herron  with  Prof.  M.  B.  Leisserand  has  been  in  course 
of  preparation  for  several  years,  has  finally  been  completed, 
and  accepted  by  the  Board.  It  has  been  painted  by  author- 
ity of  the  Board  of  Directors  to  commemorate,  in  fitting  man- 
ner, Mrs.  Schenley’s  generous  gift  of  the  site  on  which  the 
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Institution  is  located,  and  in  a short  time  it  will  occupy  a 
conspicuous  place  in  the  halls  of  the  school. 

A number  of  minor  improvements  were  made  to  the 
premises  during  the  year.  The  buildings  have  always  been 
kept  in  good  repair  and  in  excellent  sanitary  condition,  and 
the  grounds  have  been  kept  clean  and  attractive. 

The  Directors  have  been  gratified  at  the  continued 
growth  and  advancement  of  the  Institution  along  every  ma- 
terial line,  and  feel  that  the  work  being  accomplished  is  such 
as  to  give  encouragement  to  the  early  promoters  aud  all  other 
friends  of  the  enterprise. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

O.  M'.  Edwards, 

Secretary. 


t-'.  h-t  A P E t- 


^he  Report 


WESTERN  PENN' A INSTITUTION  for  the  BLIND. 


Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  May  5th,  1902. 
rlo  the  Board  of  Directors: 

Gentlemen — In  the  line  of  my  duty  as  your  Superin- 
tendent, I have  the  pleasure  to  submit  for  your  consideration 
my  Annual  Report  of  the  operations  of  this  Institution  for 
the  year  ending  on  this  date. 

I beg  leave  to  say,  at  the  beginning  of  this  summary  of 
events,  that  this  Institution  has  enjoyed  during  the  past  year 
an  unusual  degree  of  prosperity.  The  work  of  the  several 
departments  has  been  conducted  with  commendable  fidelity, 
skill  and  earnestness.  While  no  special  or  important  changes 
have  been  made  in  our  general  plan  of  operations,  we  have 
gradually  and  judiciously  modified  and  improved  our  methods 
with  a view  to  reaching  the  highest  degree  of  efficiency  in  all 
our  work,  and  to  meet  the  new  and  varied  demands  as  they 
have  gradually  arisen,  as  the  results  of  the  growth  of  the 
school  and  the  progress  of  the  pupils,  always  keeping  before 
us  the  individual  traits  of  mind  and  the  conditions  of  those 
under  our  care,  so  that  all  may  receive  the  fullest  benefit  from 
the  training  given  here. 

It  has  been  our  chief  aim  to  have  this  Institution  meet, 
in  full  measure,  the  purposes  for  which  it  has  been  estab- 
lished ; and,  to  this  end,  we  have  admitted  a number  of  chil- 
dren who  were  in  a most  pitiable  condition,  so  to  speak, 
when  they  first  came  to  us — undeveloped  in  body  and 
mind  for  children  of  their  age,  and  actually  incapable 
of  attending  to  their  simplest  wants.  Some  ot  them  at 
six  years  old  were  so  deficient  in  the  use  of  their  hands 
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that  they  would  not  even  grasp  a spoon,  or  make  the 
least  effort  to  help  themselves  at  the  table.  It  is  doubtful 
whether  they  would  have  been  admitted  to  any  other  school 
of  this  kind  in  the  land.  Of  course,  they  have  required 
much  care  and  attention,  but,  by  persistent  effort  and  our 
methods  of  training,  their  conditions  have  been  materially 
changed,  and  they  now  give  evidence  of  much  improvement 

It  must  not  be  inferred,  however,  that  the  presence  of 
these  children  is  permitted  to  interfere  with  the  general  work 
of  our  school,  or  in  any  way  retard  the  progress  of  others. 
We  have  taken  them  into  this  Institution,  first,  because  there 
seemed  to  be  no  other  place  where  they  could  receive  from 
experienced  instructors  the  attention  and  training  they  needed  ; 
and,  secondly,  to  test,  for  the  satisfaction  of  all  engaged  in 
benevolent  work,  what  can  be  done  for  such  unfortunates  by 
persistent,  scientific  and  skillful  instruction.  It  is  true,  the 
training  of  such  children  requires  much  time  and  patience, 
and  is  attended  with  many  difficulties  and  much  discourage- 
ment ; but,  as  the  skillful  physician  will  note  with  satisfac- 
tion the  shades  of  improvement  of  his  patient  in  convales- 
cence, after  a serious  sickness,  so  the  faithful  and  conscientious 
teacher  will  carefully  watch  the  gradual  effect  of  her  training 
and  influence  upon  the  mind  and  conduct  of  her  pupil,  and, 
after  long,  continued  effort,  is  gratified  at  the  manifest  improve- 
ment of  her  charge.  The  more  unpromising  the  case  is  at  first, 
the  greater  the  satisfaction  in  the  end  ; and,  therein  lies  the 
reward  for  all  the  patience  shown  and  the  energy  expended  in 
the  training.  Such  is  truly  philanthropic  work,  and,  we  are 
confident,  is  just  what  was  intended  by  that  noble,  kind  and 
generous  hearted  woman,  Miss  Jane  Holmes,  who  recognized 
the  need  of  such  an  Institution  in  our  midst,  and  to  whose 
beneficence  it  really  owes  its  existence. 

It  is  comparatively  an  easy  matter  to  make  a good  show- 
ing and  produce  apparently  satisfactory  results  in  a school  of 
this  kind,  when  one  is  permitted  to  select  the  bright  and 
promising  pupils  and  deny  admission  to  those  not  so  favored. 
This  can  be  done  without  much  tact,  skill  or  ability,  or  even 
interest  in  the  work,  on  the  part  of  those  in  charge.  But  it 
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is  quite  a different  thing,  when  an  Institution  aims  to  fulfill 
legitimately  the  purposes  of  its  existence,  and  reaches  out  and 
tries,  without  discrimination,  to  bring  under  its  influence  and 
training  all  who  are  justly  entitled  to  its  benefits. 

In  an  address  on  “ The  Blind  and  Their  Education,” 
delivered  before  the  Association  of  Directors  of  the  Poor  and 
Charities  of  Pennsylvania,  at  its  annual  meeting,  held  at 
Altoona,  last  October,  we  took  occasion  to  state  that  time 
had  demonstrated  the  wisdom  of  those  who  were  charged 
with  the  responsible  duty  of  organizing  this  Institution,  in 
that  they  did  not  heed  the  suggestions  offered  to  make  the 
new  enterprise  a “ Workingman’s  Home  ” for  adult  blind, 
or  a “ Musical  Conservatory  ” for  the  benefit  of  those  only 
who  possess  superior  musical  talent  ; but,  wisely  organized  a 
school  for  general  instruction  — that  is,  furnished  the  means 
for  acquiring  a good  education,  and  such  special  training  as 
may  be  needed,  for  all  the  blind  children  and  youth,  capable 
of  receiving  instruction,  in  the  western  part  of  our  State. 
Thus  they  have  furnished  the  means  for  obtaining  an  educa- 
tion to  many  children  in  the  western  part  of  our  Common- 
wealth., who,  without  such  an  establishment,  would  have 
grown  to  manhood  and  womanhood  without  systematic  in- 
struction or  training  of  any  kind,  and  without  being  pre- 
pared for  any  important  work  in  life,  spending  their  lives* 
not  only  in  physical  darkness  but  in  intellectual  and,  in  many 
cases,  moral  darkness  as  well. 

The  Health  of  the  School. 

We  are  again  profoundly  thankful  to  be  able  to  state 
that  the  general  health  of  the  school  during  the  past  year  has 
been  excellent.  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  scarlet  fever, 
diphtheria,  measles  and  other  contagious  diseases  to  which 
children  are  subject,  were  prevalent  to  a greater  or  less  extent 
throughout  the  city  and  neighboring  towns  during  the  past 
fall  and  winter  months,  our  pupils  were  entirely  free  from  all 
of  them.  The  only  serious  case  of  sickness  in  the  school 
during  the  whole  year  was  that  of  Oscar  Gibson,  who  was  at- 
tacked with  typhoid  fever  during  the  latter  part  of  January 
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last.  This  was  really  the  only  case  of  typhoid  fever  that  has 
ever  developed  in  the  Institution.  Although  Oscar  has  always 
been  a delicate  boy,  and  small  for  his  age,  by  skillful  treat- 
ment and  careful  nursing,  he  was  brought  safely  through  the 
ordeal,  and  in  due  time  again  took  his  place  among  the  other 
pupils.  Aside  from  this,  we  had  no  sickness,  except  such 
slight  ailments  as  are  usually  found  among  children,  as  re- 
sults of  changes  of  the  weather  or  of  the  seasons. 

The  personnel  of  our  school  is  good,  and,  while  it  is 
Avell  understood  that,  as  a rule,  the  physical  stamina  of  blind 
children  is  not  as  robust  as  that  of  seeing  children  of  the  same 
age,  yet  we  doubt  whether  a class  of  as  many  pupils  of  any 
kind,  collected  as  ours  have  been,  who  have  enjoyed  better 
health  than  those  of  this  Institution,  can  be  found  anjwvhere. 

The  buildings  are  always  kept  as  clean  and  well  venti- 
lated as  it  is  possible  to  keep  a building  of  this  kind  in  the 
city  of  Pittsburgh.  The  tables  are  supplied  with  an  abun- 
dance of  good,  wholesome  food  ; the  pupils  are  kept  well  em- 
ployed, are  trained  to  regular  habits  of  life,  and  are  admon- 
ished to  observe  carefully  the  laws  of  health. 

Sessions  of  the  School. 

The  last  term  of  the  Institution  closed  on  Wednesday 
morning,  June  26th  last,  after  a continuous  session  of  42 
weeks,  which  was  interrupted  only  by  a short  vacation  dur- 
ing the  Christmas  Holidays.  At  the  earnest  request  of  their 
parents,  most  of  the  pupils  were  permitted  to  spend  this 
brief  vacation  at  their  homes,  or  among  friends,  who  wished 
to  entertain  them  during  the  holiday  period. 

While,  for  obvious  reasons,  it  is  not  always  wise  to 
permit  pupils  to  spend  much  time  outside  of  the  Institution 
during  the  winter  months,  yet  it  is  not  well  to  have  them  be- 
come indifferent  with  regard  to  their  home  attachments,  which 
is  likely  to  be  the  case,  unless  carefully  guarded,  when  a child 
is  deprived  of  the  home  associations  during  the  greater  part 
of  the  most  impressionable  period  of  its  life.  Nor  is  it  well 
for  parents  to  lose  interest  in  the  welfare  of  their  children,  or 
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be  entirely  relieved  of  their  care.  All  these  are  forcibly  re- 
vived during  the  Christmas  season.  Of  all  the  days  of  the 
year,  sentiment  clings  about  the  home  on  Christmas. 

While  at  the  date  of  making  my  last  Annual  Report,  89 
was  given  as  the  number  of  pupils  enrolled,  one — a boy — 
was  added  to  the  number  a few  days  after  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Incorporators,  so  that  the  total  enrollment  for  the  full 
term  was  90—48  boys  and  42  girls.  Of  these,  12 — 5 boys 
and  7 girls — were  new  pupils ; and  3 others — 2 boys  and  1 
girl — were  re-admitted,  that  is,  they  had  formerly  been  pupils 
of  the  school,  but  were  not  in  attendance  the  previous  year. 

At  the  close  of  the  term,  5 pupils — 1 boy  and  4 girls — 
namely,  Timothy  M.  McCune,  Blanche  D.  Bay,  Mary  A. 
Nicholas,  Elizabeth  J.  Johnston  and  Harriet  M.  Slattery, 
having  completed  the  course  of  study  prescribed  for  the  Lit- 
erary Department,  were  graduated  from  the  school.  Three 
of  these  had  also  attained  a fair  degree  of  proficiency  in  the 
art  of  music,  and  four  had  made  commendable  progress  in 
the  Industrial  Department. 

Commencement  Exercises. 

Regular  commencement  exercises  were  held  in  the  chapel 
on  Monday  evening,  June  24th,  at  which  a varied  and  inter- 
esting program  was  rendered,  in  the  presence  of  a large  and 
appreciative  audience.  The  orations  of  the  graduates  were 
original  productions  on  live  topics,  as  the  program  appended 
shows.  They  gave  evidence  of  close  thought  and  careful 
preparation,  and,  without  exception,  were  delivered  in  a 
pleasing  manner.  The  diplomas  were  awarded  by  Dr. 
Brown,  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  after  a brief 
address  replete  with  good  advice  and  encouragement  to  the 
class. 
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Zbe  program. 

Hymn — “The  Spacious  Firmament  on  High  ” Haydn 

School. 

Invocation Rev.  J.  G.  Brown,  D.  D. 

Chorus— “ Praise  the  Lord,  O,  My  Soul,” 

Senior  Pupils. 

“ Our  First  Decade  ” — 

Blanche  D.  Bay. 


p / a.  “ Norwegian  Bridal  Procession  ” Grieg 

iAiNo  | b_  «,  waltz,  Op.  18,  E»  Major,” Chopin 


Harriette  M.  Slattery. 

“The  Results  of  Application” 

Mary  A.  Nichols. 

Vocal — “Scene  and  Aria  der  Freischutz  ” TFe6er 

Elizabeth  J.  Johnston. 

“ Our  Position  as  a Nation” 

^Timothy  W.  McCue. 

Hortensia — “ Valse  de  Concert” Lange 

Blanche  D.  Bay. 

“Independence  and  Self-Reliance” 

Elizabeth  J.  Johnston. 


Vocal — “ Summer  ” Chaminade 

Harriette  M.  Slattery. 

Piano— (Waltz) — “On  Blooming  Meadows” Rive-King 

Elizabeth  J.  Johnston. 

“ Why  Are  We  Here  To  Night?” 


Harriette  M.  Slattery. 

Awarding  of  Diplomas By  Rev.  John  G.  Brown,  D.  D. 

Pres' t Board  of  Directors. 

Hymn— “We  March,  We  March  to  Victory” Barnby 

Senior  Choir. 

Benediction. 


* Excused  on  account  of  ill  health. 
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GRADUATES. 

CLASS  OF  1901. 

Blanche  I).  Bay. 

Mary  A.  Nichols. 

Elizabeth  J.  Johnston. 

Harriette  M.  Slattery. 

Timothy  W.  McCue. 

Besides  the  live  graduates  mentioned,  two  othei’  pupils 
— Edward  M.  Junkins  and  George  I.  Beers — completed  the 
broom  trade,  and  withdrew  from  the  school  at  the  close  of  the 
term,  with  the  commendation  and  best  wishes  of  the  manage- 
ment. The  former  had  also  learned  piano  tuning,  and  is  a 
safe  and  creditable  workman  in  that  industry.  Both  these 
young  men,  we  are  glad  to  learn,  are  doing  well  in  their  ef- 
forts to  earn  an  independent  living. 

The  Current  Session. 

The  current  term  of  the  Institution  was  opened  under 
favorable  auspices,  on  Wednesday,  September  11th  last,  it 
was  at  first  intended  to  commence  the  new  term  as  usual  on 
the  first  Wednesday  of  September  ; but,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  the  new  pipe  organ  was  being  placed  in  the  chapel,  and 
other  necessary  preparations  for  beginning  the  school  work 
were  unavoidably  delayed,  we  deemed  it  prudent  to  defer  the 
opening  until  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  month. 

The  number  of  pupils  registered  to  date  this  session  is 
93 — 55  boys  and  38  girls.  Of  these,  18 — 13  boys  and  5 
girls — are  new  pupils.  While  some  of  the  new  pupils  are 
young  and  need  special  attention,  others  are  fast  approaching 
their  majority  and  ought  to  have  been  in  school  a number  of 
years  ago. 

The  average  daily  attendance  of  the  pupils  in  their 
classes  during  the  term  has  been  excellent,  which  is  another 
evidence  of  the  good  health  of  the  school. 
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The  pupils  in  attendance  this  year  have  come  from  the 


following  22  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  mostly  from  the  west- 


ern  part  of  the  State  : 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Allegheny 

28 

16 

44 

Armstrong. . . . 

■2 

2 

Beaver 

1 

3 

4 

Blair 

1 

1 

Butler 

4 

3 

7 

Cambria 

1 

1 

Center 

1 

1 

Clarion 

1 

2 

3 

Clearfield  . . . . 

2 

2 

Crawford 

• 2 

2 

Erie 

2 

2 

Fayette 

1 

i 

Jefferson  . 

1 

i 

Lawrence 

1 

i 

Mercer 

1 

1 

2 

McKean 

1 

1 

o 

Northumberland 1 

i 

Somerset 

1 

i 

Venango 

1 

1 

2 

Warren  

2 

2 

Washington. . . 

5 

Westmoreland 

1 

5 

6 

55 

• 38 

93 

We  have  a number  of  applications  for  the  admission  of 

new  pupils  on  file. 

Some  of  these  may  enter  before 

: the  close 

of  the  term.  For 

good  reasons, 

we  always  advise 

and  en- 

courage  parents  of 

young  children  to  place  them 

in  school 

during  the  latter  pa 

rt  of  the  term, 

if  they  cannot  do 

so  earlier. 

Statistics. 


The  changes  in  attendance  during  the 

last  and 

current 

terms  are  shown  by  the  following  figures  : 

Boys.  Girls. 

Total. 

Total  number  enrolled  at  date  of  last  report  . . . 

...  47 

43 

90 

Number  of  new  pupils  admitted  later 

1 

1 

Total  number  enrolled  during  the  last  term 

..  48 

43 

91 

Number  graduated 

1 

4 

5 

Number  withdrawn  for  various  causes 

..  5 

6 

11 

Number  of  former  pupils  enrolled  during  this  term.  42 

33 

75 

Number  of  new  pupils  admitted 

. . 13 

5 

18 

Total  number  enrolled  to  date  this  term 

..  55 

38 

93 

Total  number  enrolled  since  the  organization. . . 

. . 91 

80 

171 

27 


The  figures  above  show  the  absence  this  term  of  11  pu- 
pils— 5 bo)ys  and  6 girls — as  having  withdrawn  for  causes 
other  than  graduation.  The  5 boys  include  the  2 young 
men,  mentioned  elsewhere  as  having  completed  the  broom 
trade,  and  left  school  to  engage  in  business  for  themselves  ; 
one  removed  from  the  State,  and  one,  Paul  Walot,  of  Char- 
leroi, was  stricken  with  typhoid  fever  during  the  last  sum- 
mer vacation,  and  died  at  the  West  Penn  Hospital,  on  the 
18th  day  of  August  last.  He  was  a good  boy  and  had  been 
admitted  to  the  Institution  only  a little  more  than  two 
months  before  the  close  of  the  last  term.  Of  the  6 girls, 
one  was  promoted  to  the  position  of  assistant  music  teacher 
in  the  school,  and  one,  a delicate  child,  was  withdrawn  on 
account  of  nervous  difficulty  after  being  here  only  a few 
months.  The  other  5 — 1 boy  and  4 girls — are  absent  with- 
out good  reasons  known  to  us. 

Instruction. 

The  instruction  in  all  the  departments  of  the  school  has 
been  conducted  during  the  year  with  the  utmost  care  and 
skill,  and  with  a view  to  raise  it  to  a high  plane  of  efficiency, 
and  make  it  as  practical  as  possible.  All  engaged  in  this 
work  have  striven  to  keep  the  pupils  well  employed  and  to 
arouse  an  interest  in  all  their  school  duties.  The  main  idea 
is  to  carry  the  pupils  along  certain  lines  of  study  and  work, 
suited  to  their  special  conditions  and  special  needs,  until  their 
ambition  is  aroused  and  they  are  led  to  feel  that  before  them 
is  a future  of  usefulness.  Then,  as  they  become  interested, 
willing  and  earnest,  they  will  doubtless  seek  more  advanced 
training.  At  that  point,  study,  or  practice  in  music,  or  work 
in  industrial  pursuits,  is  no  longer  a task,  but  a pleasant 
duty. 

We  aim  to  be  direct,  systematic  and  logical  in  all  our 
instruction,  and  the  practical  results  achieved  in  our  school, 
as  compared  with  similar  work  done  elsewhere,  are  positive 
evidences  of  the  correctness  of  our  methods. 

Our  instruction  is  divided  into  three  departments,  namely 
— Literary,  Musical  and  Industrial,  with  such  auxiliary 
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branches  of  each  as  the  necessities  of  the  case  require.  This 
seems  to  be  a well  arranged  and  well  adapted  division  of 
work,  and  meets  the  need  of  the  special  class  with  which  we 
have  to  deal.  It  has  been  almost  universally  accepted  as  the 
proper  arrangement  of  the  instruction  in  institutions  of  this 
kind.  However,  within  the  past  few  years,  a tendency  has 
been  exhibited  on  the  part  of  some  engaged  in  the  edu- 
cation of  the  blind,  to  subordinate  the  last  named  depart- 
ment, and  exalt  the  importance  of  that  of  music.  We  prefer, 
in  our  plan  of  operations,  to  give  due  importance  and  atten- 
tion to  all  the  departments,  and  to  have  them  conducted  in 
such  harmonious  manner  as  to  secure  to  all  our  pupils,  indi- 
vidually, the  most  complete  and  effective  training  they  are 
capable  of  receiving. 

Liter  a ry  Department. 

"fhe  value  of  a good  literary  education  to  the  blind  can- 
not be  overestimated,  and  hence,  instruction  in  literary  studies 
should  be  conducted  at  all  times  in  a manner  commensurate 
with  its  importance.  Any  one  who  studies  well  the  widely 
varied  conditions  and  needs  of  this  class  of  defectives  and 
what  is  most  required  to  strengthen  their  character  and  pre- 
pare them  for  lives  of  usefulness,  will  be  forced  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  instruction  in  literary  branches,  to  those  who  are 
capable  of  receiving  it,  is  the  most  important  part  of  their 
training.  Therefore,  we  make  it  the  basis  of  all  our  Institu- 
tional work. 

The  school  lias  been  carefully  graded,  and  the  course  of 
study  judiciously  and  logically  arranged.  It  is  made  so 
flexible,  and  is  so  applied  as  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  pu- 
pils as  they  gradually  advance  in  their  work.  The  instruc- 
tion is  given  in  a methodical  and  business-like  manner,  and 
is  divested  of  all  sentimentalism  and  superficiality.  Our 
students  are  not  permitted  to  go  over  a certain  number  of 
branches  merely  to  have  it  said  that  they  have  pursued  a 
prescribed  course  of  study,  whether  they  understand  the  sub- 
ject matter  or  not ; but,  we  aim  to  give  them  a creditable  gen- 
eral knowledge,  and  some  positive  information,  of  every  sub- 


Small  Pupils  Grouped  on  Side  of  Steps  Leading  to  the  Front  Porch  of 

Main  Building. 

Charlie  H.  Myers,  Margie  L.  Stewart,  Paul  Edwin  Miser,  Gladys  Gertrude  Gill,  Geo.  Newman. 

Autumn  Diake. 
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ject  they  pursue.  Much  supplementary  work  is  done  by  the 
teachers  in  the  class  rooms,  with  a view  to  giving  incidental 
and  general  information  on  subjects  on  which  the  pupils  have 
no  means  of  research. 

The  department  has  been  well  conducted.  The  teachers 
of  the  several  classes  have  taken  deep  interest  in  their  work. 
They  have  been  patient,  careful  and  considerate  in  imparting 
instruction.  They  have  kept  themselves  well  informed  on 
matters  of  education,  generally,  and  have  been  ready  and  apt 
to  accept  and  follow  any  suggestions  that  they  felt  would  aid 
them  in  the  special  work  in  which  they  are  engaged. 

The  Department  of  Music. 

There  has  been  no  lack  of  care  or  devotion  in  the 
giving  of  instruction  in  music  in  this  school  during  the  past 
year,  and  an  earnest  effort  has  been  made  to  raise  it  to  the 
highest  grade  of  efficiency.  Recognizing  the  fact  that,  every- 
where, music  is  regarded  as  an  important  part  of  the  educa- 
tion of  the  blind,  we  have  endeavored  to  make  the  course  of 
training  in  this  department  as  broad  and  as  progressive  as 
the  circumstances  and  our  facilities  would  admit.  We  have 
also  studied  its  real,  practical  value  to  the  pupils,  and  its  re- 
lation to  the  other  work  of  the  Institution,  to  the  end,  that 
there  shall  be  a uniform  and  successful  operation  of  all 
the  departments,  and  that  pupils  of  mediocre  talent  in  any 
pursuit,  shall  not  waste  time  in  one  department  that  can  be 
better  employed  in  another. 

The  instruction  in  all  the  branches  of  music  taught,  has 
been  enthusiastically  and  well  given.  The  teachers  have 
been  earnest,  willing  and  faithful,  and  satisfactorv  results  are 
the  reward  of  their  efforts. 

New  interest  has  been  taken  in  this  work  since  the  in- 
stallation of  the  pipe  organ  donated  by  Mr.  Carnegie.  Four 
of  our  most  advanced  pupils  in  music  are  now  taking  lessons 
on  the  organ  under  the  instruction  of  Mr.  G.  R.  Broadberry. 
They  have  made  good  progress  in  this  part  of  the  art,  as  we 
shall  endeavor  to  demonstrate  at  our  next  annual  entertain- 
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meat.  The  organ  is  used  every  school  day,  either  for  prac- 
tice or  instruction.  It  has  been  well  planned  and  con- 
structed, and  has  been  pronounced  by  experts  as  an  excellent 
instrument.  It  is  certainly  well  adapted  to  the  purpose  of 
our  Institution. 

In  this  connection,  I take  pleasure  in  making  grateful 
acknowledgment  of  the  valuable  services  rendered  us  by  Prof. 
W.  L.  Mayer,  Mr.  Carnegie’s  special  agent  to  plan  and  su- 
pervise the  building  of  the  many  pipe  organs  donated  by  him, 
in  securing  for  us  so  valuable  an  instrument,  and  one  so  well 
adapted  to  our  purpose.  Mr.  Mayer,  from  the  time  the 
organ  was  promised  us,  evinced  a deep  interest  in  our  work 
and  an  earnest  desire  to  devise  an  instrument  that  would  fully 
meet  our  needs.  He  was  studiously  courteous  in  all  his  deal- 
ings in  the  matter,  and  was  always  ready  and  willing  to  ac- 
cept and  offer  suggestions  about  it,  with  the  result  that  we 
have,  we  feel,  one  of  the  best  pipe  organs,  if  not  the  best,  for 
institution  work  of  this  kind  to  be  found  anywhere  in  this 
country. 

Much  praise  is  also  due  the  W.  W.  Kimball  Co.,  of 
Chicago,  who  constructed  the  organ,  for  the  faithful  manner 
in  which  they  executed  their  contract.  The  work  has  been 
well  done,  and  the  instrument  as  it  stands,  in  workmanship 
and  material  used,  reflects  credit  on  the  builders. 

Opening  of  the  New  Organ. 

The  new  organ  was  formally  dedicated  on  Friday  even- 
ing, December  20th  last.  Mr.  Gaston  M.  Dethier,  the 
noted  organist  of  St.  Francis  Xavier  Church,  New  York, 
who  enjoys  a world-wide  reputation  as  a composer  of  organ 
music,  was  invited  to  give  the  recital.  He  was  ably  assisted 
by  Miss  Henriette  Keil  and  Mr.  E.  H.  Dermitt,  of  Pitts- 
burgh. 

The  program  prepared  by  Mr.  Dethier  for  his  part  of 
the  entertainment  proved  especially  attractive,  and  added  to 
it  were  the  vocal  numbers  given  by  Miss  Keil  and  Mr.  Der- 
mitt, which  were  equally  meritorious  and  attractive ; so 
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that  the  rendering  of  the  whole  program  was  in  good  taste 
and  in  perfect  harmony  in  degree  of  excellence,  and  displayed 
the  exceptional  attainments  of  those  who  took  part. 

Despite  the  fact  that  the  night  was  very  cold  and  the 
weather  otherwise  inauspicious,  there  was  a good  attendance 
of  friends  of  the  Institution,  and  others  Avho  especially 
enjoy  organ  music,  and  were  drawn  to  the  recital  to  listen  to 
the  testing  of  the  power,  tone  and  quality  of  the  organ  under 
the  skillful  hands  of  Mr.  Dethier. 

Before  the  last  number  of  the  program  was  announced, 
Mr.  H.  Kirke  Porter  made  a brief  address,  in  the  course  of 
which  he  gave  a short  account  of  how  the  organ  was  secured 
and  spoke  of  its  composition,  volume  and  richness  of  tone, 
and  of  the  great  benefit  it  will  be  to  the  school.  Closing,  on 
behalf  of  the  Board  of  Directors  and  the  school,  he  expressed 
to  Miss  Keil,  Mr.  Dethier  and  Mr.  Dermitt  sincere  thanks 
for  the  valuable  and  enjoyable  service  so  cheerfully  and  freely 
given  on  this  occasion.  The.  opening  was  a success  in  every 
particular,  and  was  richly  enjoyed  by  all  who  were  present. 
The  following  is  the  program  arranged  for  the  event,  every 
number  of  which,  as  rendered  won  deservedly  enthusi- 


astic approval : 

PART  I. 

1 ‘ Largo,  Allegro  Vivace’  ’ Haydn 

(From  Xllth  Symphony.) 

“ Invocation” Wiegand 


Mr.  Gaston  M.  Dethier. 


‘‘  Nazareth” Gounod 

Mr.  E.  H.  Dermitt. 

“Intermezzo” Widor 

(From  Vlth  Symphony.) 

“ Cantilena.  ...” Goltermann 

Mr.  Dethier. 

Epilog — “ Farewell  to  Tvmdehong” Grieg 

Miss  Henriette  Keil. 

“ Allegro  Vivace” Vienne 

] 
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PART  II. 

“ Rapsodie  Guerriere” Sinding 

“ Pastorale  and  Variations  on  Adeste  fideles”  .Dethier 


(Extract  from  “ Christmas.”) 
Mr.  Dethier. 


“ a ” “If  no  one  ever  marries  me” Lehmann 

“b”  “ One  Spring  morning” Nevin 


Miss  Keil. 


“ Allegretto” Widor 

(From  Vth  Symphony.) 

Mr.  Dethier. 


“ Israfel  ” Oliver  King 

Mr.  Dermitt. 

“ Allegro  Pomposo” West 


Mr.  Dethier. 

The  next  morning,  as  the  pupils  were  assembled  at  de- 
votional exercises,  by  a unanimous  vote  of  the  school,  the 
Superintendent  was  instructed  to  send  the  following  telegram 
to  Mr.  Carnegie  : 

Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie , No.  5 West  Fifty-first  Street,  New  York  : 
The  pupils  and  faculty  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institu- 
tion for  the  Blind,  Pittsburgh,  send  Christmas  greetings  to  you, 
Mrs.  Carnegie  and  little  daughter  Margaret,  and  sincerely  thank 
you  for  the  gift  of  the  excellent  pipe  organ  placed  in  our  chapel, 
and  formally  dedicated  last  night. 

Industrial  Department. 

We  have  not  permitted  interest  in  the  work  of  this  de- 
partment to  lag  in  the  least  degree,  but  we  have  thrown  into 
it  all  the  force  and  energy  necessary  to  keep  the  several 
branches  of  it  in  the  most  active  and  successful  operation. 

We  have  always  kept  before  our  pupils  the  importance 
of  engaging  in  industrial  pursuits  as  a means  of  earning  an 
independent  living,  and  in  their  training,  here  as  in  other 
departments  of  the  school,  their  individual  needs  have  been 
carefully  considered,  and  they  have  been  directed  in  such  pur- 
suits as  are  best  suited  to  their  tastes  and  conditions. 
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Always  considering  seriously  the  future  welfare  of  those 
under  our  care,  we  have  tried  to  study  well  the  real  value  of 
this  part  of  our  instruction  to  the  blind,  and  the  opportuni- 
ties it  affords  them  for  securing  employment  after  they  leave 
school.  In  looking  over  the  whole  field,  we  find  too  many 
notable  cases  of  success  in  the  lives  of  blind  people,  as  the 
result  of  their  training  in  industrial  pursuits,  not  to  put  a high 
estimate  on  this  kind  of  instruction.  I think  it  can  be  safely 
said  that,  notwithstanding  the  thoroughness  of  the  instruction 
in  the  other  departments  of  the  school,  more  of  our  pupils 
who  have  gone  out  from  us,  are  to-day  earning  a good  living 
by  the  labor  of  their  hands  than  in  any  other  way.  Of 
course,  we  i^ecognize  the  fact  that  the  thorougness  of  the  work 
in  the  other  departments  is  an  aid  to  this  end,  and  the  better 
a pupil  is  prepared  in  all  the  work  of  the  school  the  brighter 
are  his  prospects  of  success  in  whatever  employment  he  may 
engage  in  the  future. 

The  department  has  been  well  and  carefully  conducted  ; 
the  teachers  have  been  energetic  and  devoted  to  their  duties, 
and  have  shown  a deep  interest  in  the  progress  of  their  pupils. 

Piano  Tuning. 

And  in  this  connection  we  place  piano  tuning  as  a voca- 
tion in  which  blind  students,  who  are  able  to  acquire  profi- 
ciency in  the  trade,  may  find  profitable  employment.  It  af- 
fords them  superior  opportunities  to  engage  in  a pursuit  that 
is  at  once  pleasant  and  more  remunerative  than  almost  any 
other  to  which  they  may  devote  their  time.  Hence,  the  at- 
tention given  to  this  work  and  the  interest  taken  in  it  have 
always  been  in  keeping  with  its  importance.  It  lias  been 
conducted  with  ability  and  care,  and  the  pupils  have  made 
satisfactory  progress  in  this  trade. 

Changes  in  Officers  and  Teachers. 

The  only  change  occurring  iu  the  faculty  of  the  Institu- 
tion during  the  past  year,  was  the  resignation  a short  time 
ago  of  Mr.  George  Horstman,  teacher  of  piano  tuning.  His 
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successor  has  not  yet  been  selected,  but  we  hope  soon  to  have 
a competent  person  for  the  position.  All  the  other  teachers 
on  duty  are  the  same  as  those  connected  with  the  school  one 
year  ago. 

Both  the  boys’  and  girls’  governesses  withdrew  from  the 
Institution  at  the  close  of  the  last  school  term.  Their  places 
were  duly  supplied,  Miss  Catherine  Thompson  taking  the 
former  position  and  Miss  Amy  J.  Loomis  the  latter,  and  the 
work  of  both  departments  is  now  being  conducted  in  a satis- 
factory manner.  Miss  Loomis  had  formerly  occupied  the 
same  position  iu  the  Institution,  but  resigned  several  years 
ago  to  go  home,  to  assist  in  caring  for  an  invalid  mother. 
She  was  induced  a few  months  ago  to  return  and  resume  her 
work  here. 

Soon  after  the  beginning  of  the  current  term,  Miss 
Jessie  M.  Grosse,  who  had  been  the  assistant  in  the  office 
since  the  fall  of  1900,  resigned,  to  take  a position  as  stenog- 
rapher and  typewriter  elsewhere.  The  vacancy  was  filled  by 
the  appointment  of  Miss  Minnie  E.  Brown. 

Discipline. 

As  we  have  stated  in  former  reports,  the  discipline  of 
this  school  has  been  judicious,  but  firm.  In  all  matters  of 
this  kind  we  aim  to  be  most  considerate,  careful  and  just, 
keeping  always  in  view  the  early  influences  and  the  varied  con- 
ditions  and  surroundings  from  which  our  pupils  have  come. 
We  strive  to  maintain  a high  tone  of  moral  influence  and 

4 & 

restraint  everywhere,  and  this  soon  has  a salutary  effect  upon 
the  most  incorrigible,  self-willed  and  undisciplined  pupil. 
The  pupils  are  placed  upon  their  honor  and  good  behavior, 
and  are  granted,  or  denied,  privileges  in  accordance  with 
their  conduct  and  their  willingness  to  obey  the  rules  of  the 
Institution. 

In  Conclusion. 

I desire  again  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  valu- 
able assistance  rendered  by  the  officers  and  teachers  in  con- 
ducting the  affairs  of  the  school  ; for  their  interest  in  its 
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success,  and  the  willing  and  efficient  manner  in  which  they 
have  discharged  their  respective  duties. 

And  again  thanking  you,  Gentlemen  of  the  Board,  tor 
the  generous  support  and  encouragement  you  have  been 
pleased  to  give  me,  and  acknowledging  your  deep  concern 
for  the  progress  and  welfare  of  the  Institution,  this  report  is 
Respectfully  submitted. 

H.  B.  Jacobs, 
Superintendent. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 


It  affords  us  great  pleasure,  at  the  close  of  the  year’s 
work,  to  formally  tender  our  heartfelt  thanks  and  acknowl- 
edge our  obligations  to  our  many  friends,  for  their  numerous 
tokens  of  interest  in  our  work,  evidences  of  appreciation  and 
proofs  of  good  will,  given  us  during  the  year. 

These  exhibitions  of  kindness  on  the  part  of  our  friends 
encourage  us  greatly,  influence  the  whole  school  work,  and 
stimulate  us  all  to  strive  for  higher  and  nobler  things. 

O o 

We  desire  especially  to  express  our  grateful  acknowl- 
edgments— 

To  W.  F.  Robb,  Esq.,  Notary  Public,  for  taking  gratuitously 
the  acknowledgments  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Institution,  Mr. 
Chas.  F.  Dean,  to  the  quarterly  reports  sent  to  the  Auditor  Gen- 
eral of  Pennsylvania. 

To  Mr.  John  F.  Keefe,  of  Beaver  Falls,  for  a donation  of  $5.00 
in  cash. 

To  Mr.  Edwin  H.  Anderson,  Librarian  of  the  Pittsburgh  Car- 
negie Library,  and  his  assistants,  for  their  interest  shown  in  our 
work,  and  for  the  valuable  assistance  rendered  us  in  the  selection 
of  books  for  use  in  our  school. 

To  Mrs.  George  W.  Dilworth  and  Miss  Florence,  for  eighteen 
tickets  for  the  admission  of  pupils  to  each  of  Victor  Herbert’s  Popu- 
lar Concerts,  with  the  Pittsburgh  Orchestra,  at  Duquesne  Garden, 
Saturday  afternoon,  May  11,  and  Saturday,  May  18,  1901. 

To  Prof.  Charles  Gernert,  for  tickets  admitting  pupils  to  the 
Ringwalt  Choir  Union  Concerts,  given  in  Carnegie  Music  Halb 
Pittsburgh,  Thursday  evening,  May  23d,  1901. 

To  Hon.  H.  M.  Kephart,  of  Connellsville,  Pa.,  for  a lot  of 
choice  fruit — 2 boxes  of  oranges,  25  baskets  of  grapes  and  4 barrels 
of  apples— donated  to  the  Institution. 

To  H.  Kirke  Porter,  Esq.,  and  Messrs.  Samuel  W.  Black  and 
W.  E.  Martin,  who  kindly  joined  Mr*.  Porter  in  making  contribu- 
tions to  a fund  with  which  to  purchase  tickets  for  the  admission  of 
pupils  and  their  attendants  to  the  Saturday  afternoon  recitals  of 
the  Pittsburgh  Orchestra,  at  Carnegie  Music  Hall. 
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To  Mrs.  George  W.  Dilworth,  for  a good  walnut  bedstead, 
dresser  and  other  valuable  furniture. 

To  Geo.  A.  Berry,  Esq.,  for  a donation  of  §100.00  in  cash.  This 
came  in  response  to  an  invitation  sent  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Berry  to  attend 
the  opening  of  the  new  pipe-organ,  and  the  kind  interest  in  the 
Institution  thus  expressed  was  so  fully  appreciated  by  the  Board 
of  Directors,  that  they  ordered  that  the  money  be  used  to  purchase 
something  suitable  to  commemorate  the  generosity  of  Mr.  Berry. 

To  Mrs.  William  Witherow,  of  Allegheny,  Pa.,  for  a package 
containing  87  boxes  of  candy,  sent  us  as  a Christmas  Gift  to  the 
school. 

To  Messrs.  Horne,  ZSiormecutt  & Co.,  for  silk  flags  kindly  loaned 
us  for  use  at  the  Commencement  exercises,  June  24th,  1901. 

To  H.  K.  Porter,  for  a large  quantity  of  choice  oranges,  nuts 
and  raisins  sent  our  pupils  as  a Christmas  remembrance. 

To  H.  L.  Ringwalt,  Esq.,  for  tickets  admitting  pupils  to  re- 
served seats  at  the  entertainment  given  by  Miss  Shanna  Cum- 
ming,  the  Ringwalt  Choir  Union  and  the  Gernert  Orchestra,  at 
Carnegie  Music  Hall,  May  1st,  1901. 

To  the  editors  and  publishers  of  the  following  periodicals  and 
daily  papers,  which  have  been  gratuitously  sent  to  the  Institution  : 

The  Pittsburgh  Dispatch , The  Pittsburgh  Leader , the  Presby- 
terian Banner  ; School  and  Home  Education , Bloomington,  111.  ; 
The  United  Presbyterian , Pittsburgh,  Pa. ; The  Colorado  Index , 
printed  at  the  Colorado  School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind,  Colorado 
Springs,  and  The  Western  Pennsylvanian , published  at  the  Deaf- 
Mute  Institution,  Edgewood,  Pa. 

And  to  all  others  who  have  assisted  us  in  any  way,  and  given 
evidence  of  good  will  and  interest  in  the  Institution. 

All  the  above  are  made  in  compliance  with  instructions 
from  the  Board  of  Directors. 


H.  B.  Jacobs, 
Superintendent. 


©eumil  Information. 


The  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  tor  the  Blind  is 
a school  of  learning,  established  for  the  special  benefit  of  the 
blind  youth  in  the  western  part  of  the  State.  It  is  in  no 
sense  a home  or  a retreat,  as  many  suppose,  for  aged  or  in- 
firm blind  people ; nor  is  it  a hospital  for  the  treatment  of 
diseases  of  the  eye,  but  it  is  strictly  educational  in  all  its  in- 
terests. It  is  the  aim  and  purpose  of  this  Institution  to  give 
the  blind  youth  of  this  section  of  the  State  a liberal  educa- 
tion, and,  in  addition,  give  them  such  training  in  the  art  of 
music  and  instruction  in  industrial  pursuits  as  will  aid  them 
to  become  independent  and  useful  members  of  society. 

The  Institution  is  located  in  one  of  the  most  desirable 
parts  of  the  city  of  Pittsburg.  Indeed,  it  would  be  difficult 
to  select,  in  or  about  this  city,  a more  beautiful,  healthful  or 
convenient  site  tor  this  school  than  the  grounds  on  which  it 
is  situated.  The  buildings  are  light,  airy,  commodious  and 
cheerful,  and  supplied  with  modern  conveniences.  They 
overlook  the  noted  Schenley  Park,  and  are  only  a few  squares 
distant  from  the  new  Pittsburg  Carnegie  Library.  The  lo- 
cation of  the  Institution  affords  the  inmates  the  advantages 
and  privileges  of  a city  life,  with  the  quiet  of  a country 
home. 

The  Institution  fronts  on  Bayard  street,  while  Bellefield 
avenue  extends  the  full  length  of  the  grounds  on  the  east. 
It  can  be  reached  from  almost  any  part  of  the  city  by  electric 
cars.  Three  different  lines  of  cars — the  Fifth  avenue  line, 
the  Forbes  street,  Bloomfield  and  Negley  avenue  lines,  and 
the  Centre  avenue  and  East  Liberty  line,  each,  in  a different 
direction  from  the  Institution,  passes  within  two  squares  of  it. 
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The  Institution  is  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the 
State,  and  pupils  who  are  unable  to  pay  for  their  tuition  or 
contribute  anything  towards  their  support,  are  given  the  full 
benefit  and  privileges  of  the  school  free  of  charge.  All  are 
accorded  the  same  advantages  and  opportunities. 

Pupils  are  admitted  at  any  time  during  the  term,  and 
placed  in  classes  and  at  the  work  best  suited  to  their  condi- 
tion and  degree  of  mental  development. 

Parents  and  guardians  are  required  to  supply  their  chil- 
dren with  good,  comfortable  clothing  of  sufficient  quantity  to 
admit  of  the  necessary  changes  for  washing  and  mending,  and 
to  defray  their  traveling  and  other  incidental  expenses.  All 
articles  of  clothing  should  be  carefully  marked  with  indelible 
ink,  before  they  are  sent  to  the  Institution. 

Letters  are  written  once  a month,  or  oftener,  if  neces- 
sary, for  those'who  cannot  write  for  themselves;  and,  in  case 
of  the  serious  sickness  of  a pu  pil,  the  parents  or  guardian 
will  be  informed  of  the  fact  immediately  by  letter  or  tele- 
gram. It  is  the  desire  of  the  management  that  the  parents 
and  friends  of  the  pupils  shall  be  kept  well  informed  as  to 
their  condition  and  progress. 

Letters  and  packages  for  the  pupils  should  have  written 
on  them,  besides  the  name  of  the  pupil  addressed,  the  words 
Institution  for  the  Blind,  Bellejield  avenue,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  to 
insure  prompt  delivery. 

The  use  of  tobacco  in  any  form  is  strictly  forbidden, 
and  no  one  using  it,  and  no  one  of  confirmed  immoral  habits, 
will  be  received  into  the  Institution. 

All  pupils  must  be  removed  from  the  Institution  at  the 
close  of  each  school  term  by  those  who  are  responsible  for 
their  care,  and  at  any  other  time,  should  necessity  require  it, 
upon  due  notice  being  served. 
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Parents  or  friends  visiting  any  of  the  pupils,  or  sojourn- 
ing in  the  city,  cannot  be  entertained  at  the  Institution. 

A parent  or  guardian  who  is  contemplating  the  placing 
of  a blind  child  in  this  Institution,  should  at  once  open  cor- 
respondence relative  thereto  with  the  Superintendent. 

Blank  forms  of  application  for  admission  will  be  fur- 
nished at  any  time  by  the  Superintendent,  and  no  pupil  will 
be  admitted  to  the  School  until  such  application  has  been  re- 
turned, with  the  questions  which  it  contains  satisfactorily 
answered,  and  it  has  been  submitted  to  and  approved  by  the 
Board  of  Directors. 

Information  concerning  the  character  and  purpose  of  the 
Institution  and  of  the  work  being  done,  will  be  cheerfully 
given  ; and  all  inquiries  about  the  steps  to  be  taken  to  pro- 
cure the  admission  of  pupils,  or  about  the  management  of 
the  school,  will  be  promptly  answered,  by  addressing  the 
undersigned. 

H.  B.  Jacobs, 
Superintendent. 


QPatalagoe  of  pupils 

In  Attendance  This  Year. 


No  Name. 

1.  Samuel  W.  Anderson, 

2.  Walter  Ryan  Taylor, 

3.  George  Heck, 

4.  George  Smith  Colvin, 

5.  Edward  V.  Minich, 

6.  Albert  Standley  Miller, 

7.  William  F.  McNally, 

8.  John  H.  Dolan, 

9.  Orlando  Young, 

10.  Samuel  Earl  Kephart, 

11.  James  Coyle, 

12.  Earnest  Geo.  Scott, 

13.  Chas.  A.  Grimes, 

14.  Harry  R.  Barrows, 

15.  Chas.  Homer  Gibson, 

16.  Harold  Guy  Nickesou, 

17.  Merrel  Doyle, 

18.  J.  Donald  McLean, 

19.  Orriu  Werner  Locke, 

20.  Samuel  George  Rowe, 

21.  Edward  R.  Brown, 

22.  Geo.  J.  Reichenberger, 

23.  Cyrus  Barnes, 

24.  James  S.  Wardman, 

25.  Willie  Hackey, 

26.  Oscar  Gibson, 

27.  Robert  C.  Davidson, 

28.  Albert  O.  Buechler, 

29.  John  F.  Motheral, 

30.  Ashley  B.  Daughenbaugh 

31.  Frank  A.  Shook, 

32.  Stephen  Huff, 

33.  Theodore  Romack, 

34.  Grant  Crosley, 

35.  Claude  Stover, 

36.  Christopher  Smoke, 

37.  Walter  E.  Downing, 

38.  Harold  L.  Strong, 

39.  Walter  R.  Ohliger, 

40.  Henry  P.  King, 

41.  George  Newman, 

42.  Clayton  John  Owens, 

43.  Merle  L.  Hurlbut, 

44  Harry  A.  Dess, 

45.  Nicholas  Kiemes, 

46.  Otto  W.  Geley, 


BOYS. 

When  A*dm1tted. 
Jan.  19,  1891, 
Nov.  27,  1891, 
Sept.  15,  1892, 
Jan.  3,  1893, 

Oct.  24,  1893, 

Oct.  26,  1893, 
May  1,  1894, 
Sept.  27,  1894, 
Feb.  1,  1895, 
March  4,  1895, 
June  1,  1895, 
June  3,  1895, 
June  4,  1895, 
June  6 1895, 
Sept.  12,  1895, 
May  18,  1896, 
Sept.  2, 1896, 
Sept.  22,  1896, 
Oct.  21,  1896, 

Feb.  4,  1897, 

May  26,  1897, 
May  27,  1897, 
Sept.  8 1897, 
Sept.  9,  1897, 
Sept.  9,  1897, 
Sept.  15,  1897, 
Nov.  1,  1897, 
April  20,  1898, 
May  3, 1898, 

, Sept.  15,  1898, 
Nov.  21,  1898, 
Dec.  1,  1898, 

Jan.  4,  1899, 
March  31,  1899, 
Sept.  7,  1899, 
Sept.  11,  1899, 
Nov.  14,  1899, 
May  5,  1900. 
Sept.  10,  1900, 
May  1,  1901, 

May  2, 1901, 

May  11,  1901, 
Sept.  10,  1901, 
Sept.  11,  1901, 
Sept.  11,  1901, 
Sept.  11,  1901, 


Residence. 
Brad  dock,  Pa. 
Claremont,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Allegheny,  Pa. 
Allegheny,  Pa. 
Glade,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Sheffield,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa 
Contiellsville,  Pa. 
Homestead,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Taylorstown,  Pa. 
Washington,  Pa. 
Harrisville,  Pa. 
Washington,  Pa. 
Wheatland,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Sewickley,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Allegheny,  Pa. 
McKeesport,  Pa. 
Leetsdale,  Pa. 
Hazeldell,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Harrisville,  Pa. 
Federal,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Kylertowu,  Pa. 
Glenshaw,  Pa. 
Kane,  Pa. 

Evans  City,  Pa. 
Shamokin,  Pa. 
Grove  City,  Pa. 
Moshannon,  Pa. 
Oil  City,  Pa. 
Brookville,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Allegheny,  Pa. 
Allegheny,  Pa. 
West  Green,  Pa. 
East  Brady,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Bishop,  Pa. 
Wilkinsburg,  Pa. 
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No. 

Name. 

When  Admitted. 

Residence. 

47. 

Charles  Jacks, 

Sept.  11,  1901, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa, 

48. 

Henry  Harty, 

Sept.  12,  1901, 

Carnegie,  Pa. 

49. 

Clyde  A.  Kyser, 

Sept.  16,  1901, 

Beaver  Falls,  Pa, 

SO. 

Jacob  J.  Smith, 

Sept.  26,  1901, 

Erie,  Pa, 

51. 

Earl  Huston, 

Nov.  5,  1901. 

Clearfield,  Pa. 

52. 

Wm.  McKinley  Chisholm 

, Nov.  21,  1901. 

Bellevue,  Pa. 

53. 

William  J.  Huston, 

Nov.  29, 1901.  " 

Oakmont,  Pa. 

54. 

Charles  H.  Myers, 

Dec  11,  1901. 

Kecksburg,  Pa. 

55. 

Jesse  B.  Dodds. 

March  10,  1902, 
GIRLS. 

Butler,  Pa. 

1. 

Emma  H.  Craven, 

Oct.  16,  1890, 

Duff’s  P.  O.,  Pa. 

2. 

Ethel  E.  Crooks, 

April  28,  1892, 

Kendall  Creek,  Pa, 

3. 

Olive  Gibson, 

Oct.  20,  1893, 

Harrisville,  Pa. 

4. 

Agnes  May  Gilner, 

Oct.  20,  1893, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

5. 

Bertha  May  Johnson, 

Oct.  23,  1893, 

Jeannette,  Pa. 

6. 

Katie  Burke, 

Dec.  7,  1893, 

Altoona,  Pa. 

7. 

Jane  Anna  Ferry, 
Jennie  S.  Snyder, 

Sept.  5,  1894, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

8. 

Sept.  5,  1894, 

Apollo,  Pa. 

9. 

Lulu  Florence  Trainor, 

Oct.  18,  1894, 

Piolett,  Pa, 

10. 

Martha  Bates, 

June  3, 1895, 

Sharpsburg,  Pa. 

11. 

Edith  McC.  Smith, 

Nov.  4,  1895, 

Paulton,  Pa. 

12. 

Margaret  0.  Castor, 

Feb.  24,  1896, 

West  Liberty,  Pa. 

13. 

Hazel  Keefer, 

May  2,  1896, 

Beaver  Falls,  Pa. 
Beaver  Falls,  Pa. 

14. 

Pearl  Keefer, 

May  2,  1896, 

15. 

Mary  C.  Hayes, 

May  28,  1896, 

Pittsburg,  Pa, 

16. 

May  Levy, 

Sept,  14,  1896, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

17. 

Kathleen  A.  Tragesser, 

April  20,  1897, 

McKeesport,  Pa, 

18. 

Viola  Edna  Suter, 

May  11,  1897, 

Mt.  Pleasant,  Pa, 

19. 

Florence  McHenry, 

Sept.  21,  1897, 

Homestead,  Pa. 

20. 

Elsie  May  Vath, 

Oct.  8,  1897, 

Sandy  Lake,  Pa. 

21. 

May  Porter, 

Oct.  27,  1897, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

22. 

Ethel  Florence  Boyer, 

Jan.  13,  1898, 

Harmony,  Pa, 

23. 

Martha  Hecht, 

April  30,  1898, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

24. 

Maggie  Winklevoss, 

Sept.  27,  1898, 

Duquesne,  Pa. 

25. 

Bertha  Ubry, 

Nov  26,  1898, 

Brush  CreekjJPa. 

26. 

Josephine  Brener, 

April  24,  1899, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 
Allegheny,  Pa. 

27. 

Daisy  Reynolds, 

Dec.  27,  1899, 

28. 

Lena  L.  Conaty, 

Sept.  5,  1900, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

29. 

Elizabeth  Goodman, 

Sept,  10,  1900, 
Sept,  25,  1900, 

Rankin  Station,  Pa. 

30. 

Autumn  S.  Drake, 

Little  Cooley,  Pa. 

31. 

Ida  L.  Flesher, 

Oct.  4,  1900, 

Alverton,  Pa. 

32. 

Iva  A.  Beighly, 

Oct.  5,  1900, 

Utica,  Pa. 

33. 

Margie  L.  Stewart, 

Jan.  22,  1901, 

Rimersburg,  Pa. 

34. 

Katheryn  C.  Landers, 

Sept.  11,  1901, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

35. 

Margaret  McGuirk, 

Sept.  11,  1901, 

Johnstown,  Pa. 

36. 

Lucinda  E.  McKee, 

Sept.  11,  1901, 

Sharpsburg,  Pa. 

37. 

Rose  Cunningham, 

Oct,  7,  1901, 

Alverton,  Pa. 

38. 

Gladys  Gertrude  Gill. 

Feb.  20,  1902, 

Meadville,  Pa. 

FOR  THE 

Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind. 


Made  and  adopted  by  tbe  members  of  the  Corpora- 
tion, at  a general  meeting  called  for  that  purpose,  and 
held,  March  17  th,  1887,  with  such  amendments  as  have 
been  made  at  various  meetings  of  the  Corporation,  includ- 
ing the  annual  meeting  held  May  14th,  1888,  and  at  the 
Directors’  meetings. 

BUSINESS. 

1.  The  business  of  this  Corporation  shall  be  man- 
aged and  conducted  by  a President,  two  Vice-Presidents, 
a Board  of  Directors,  a Clerk  or  Secretary,  a Treasurer, 
and  such  other  Officers,  Agents  and  Committees  as  may 
be  appointed  from  time  to  time  by  the  Directors. 

DIRECTORS. 

2.  The  Directors  shall  be  chosen  annually  by  the 
members  of  the  Corporation,  and  shall  hold  their  offices 
until  others  are  chosen  and  qualified  in  their  stead. 

The  Directors  shall  be  divided  into  three  classes,  and 
three  of  them  shall  be  elected  for  a term  of  one  year,  three 
for  a term  of  two  years,  and  three  for  a term  of  three  years, 
respectively;  and,  at  all  ensuing  elections  of  said  Corpora- 
tion, the  Corporation  shall  only  elect  the  number  of 
Directors  necessary  to  take  the  places  of  those  whose  terms 
of  office  shall  then  expire,  and  such  Directors  shall  then 
be  chosen  for  a term  of  three  years. 

ANNUAL  MEETING. 

3.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation  for  the 
election  of  Directors  and  the  transaction  of  other  business, 
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shall  he  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  May  in  each  year 
succeeding  the  present,  in  the  City  of  Pittsburg.  Special 
meetings  of  the  members  of  the  Corporation  may  be  called 
by  the  Directors  when  necessary.  Notice  of  all  annual 
meetings  shall  be  published  in  one  newspaper,  in  the  City 
of  Pittsburg,  at  least  five  days  prior  to  any  such  meeting. 

SECRETARY. 

4.  The  Clerk  or  Secretary  shall  record  all  the  votes 
of  the  Corporation,  and  the  minutes  of  all  meetings  of  the 
Incorporators,  and,  also,  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  in  a 
book  kept  for  that  purpose. 

TREASURER. 

5.  The  Treasurer  shall  give  bond  in  the  sum  of 
$5,000,  with  such  securities  as  the  Directors  may  require, 
for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties ; and  he  shall  keep 
the  moneys  of  the  Corporation  in  a separate  account,  and 
report  to  the  Directors  whenever  required.  He  shall  pay 
all  warrants  drawn  by  the  Executive  Committee,  and  coun- 
tersigned by  the  Secretary. 

PRESIDENT. 

6.  The  President,  or  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents, 
shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Directors  and  at  meet- 
ings of  the  members  of  the  Corporation,  and  shall  have 
and  exercise  all  the  powers  which  ordinarily  belong  to  the 
presiding  officer  of  representative  bodies. 

QUORUM. 

7.  A majority  of  the  members  of  the  Corporation, 
who  are  present  at  any  regularly  called  meeting,  shall  be 
competent  to  transact  business.  Members  may  attend  in 
person  or  by  proxy. 

POWER  OF  DIRECTORS. 

8.  The  Directors  shall  have  power  to  fill  all  vacan 
cies  in  the  Board,  which  may  happen  by  death,  resignation 
or  otherwise. 
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9.  The  Directors  shall  have  power  to  make  and 
enforce  all  such  rules  and  orders  as  they  may  deem  reason- 
able or  necessary  for  the  management  of  the  affairs  and 
business  of  the  Corporation,  and  for  the  government  of  its 
agents  and  employes. 

MEMBEKSHIP. 

10.  In  addition  to  the  Corporators  named  in  the 
Charter,  members  may  be  admitted  by  the  Corporators 
upon  the  following  terms : Contributors  of  sums  of  money 
or  other  property  to  the  value  of  $500,  may  be  elected  to 
life  membership ; and  annual  contributors  of  not  less  than 
$50,  may  be  elected  to  membership,  but,  in  the  latter  case, 
such  membership  shall  terminate  upon  default  of  such 
annual  contribution.  All  members  of  the  Corporation 
shall  during  the  period  of  their  membership  be  entitled  to 
vote  at  all  general  meetings  of  the  Corporators. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

11.  The  President  shall,  at  the  organization  of  the 
Board  each  year,  appoint  an  Executive  Committee  consist- 
ing of  three  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  who  shall 
examine  and  approve  all  bills,  and  when  found  in  order, 
issue  warrants  on  the  Treasurer  for  the  payment  of  the 
same.  All  bills  must  be  approved  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, and  every  warrant  drawn  on  the  Treasurer  must 
be  signed  by  the  Chairman  of  that  Committee. 

t 

12.  The  President  shall  appoint  an  Auditing  Com- 
mittee of  three  members,  who  shall  annually  audit  the 
accounts  of  the  Secretary,  Treasurer,  or  other  officers,  and 
make  report  thereof  to  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  also  to 
the  Corporators. 

AMENDMENTS. 

13.  These  By-Laws  may  be  altered  or  amended  by  a 
two-thirds  vote  of  those  present,  at  any  regular  meeting  of 
the  Directors,  provided  due  notice  has  been  given  at  a 
previous  meeting,  and  not  otherwise. 
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14.  At  the  reorganization  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
each  year,  the  President  shall  divide  the  members  into 
committees  of  two  members  each,  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
in  course,  month  by  month,  as  individually  appointed,  to 
spend  a part  of  one  day  at  the  Institution,  inspect  the 
buildings,  visit  the  class  rooms,  consult  with  the  Super- 
intendent as  to  the  interests  of  the  school,  and  report  to 
the  Board  at  its  next  monthly  meeting. 

By  action  of  the  Board  of  Directors  the  word  “three” 
has  been  stricken  from  the  third  line  of  Article  11,  and 
the  word  “five”  inserted. 


Sixteenth  Annual  Report 


. OF  . . . 


The  Directors 

. . OF  THE  . . 


VV  estem  P ennsylvania 

Institution  for  tlx  BltnO, 


Presented  to  the  Corporators, 

. . AT  THEIR  . . 

Annual  Meeting,  May  4,  1903, 

PITTSBURGH,  PA. 


PITTSBURGH  : 

The  Myers  & Shinkle  Co.  Print,  711  Liberty  Street, 
1903. 


Board  of  Corporators* 


Charter  Members. 


*A.  M.  Marshall, 

* William  A.  Herron, 

H.  K.  Porter, 

John  A.  Wood, 

*Henry  Holdship, 

Rev  E.  R.  Donejioo,  D. 
*B.  F.  Long, 

John  H.  Ricketson, 

J.  A.  Lippincott,  M.  D., 
*John  W.  Ciialfant, 

A.  M.  Brown, 

" George  W.  Dilworth, 

'*  John  ' 


Morris  H.  Danzinger, 

* William  Thaw, 

Oliver  P.  Scaife, 

Rev.  E.  P.  Cowan,  D.  D., 
*Hon.  Thomas  Ewing, 

',  “L.  H.  Harris,  M.  D., 

Rev.  J.  T.  McCrory,  D.D., 

* Charles  J.  Clarke, 

Rev.  John  G.  Brown,  D.  D., 
W.  H.  Winslow,  M.  D., 
Samuel  S.  Brown, 

C.  F.  Dean, 

,.  McCune. 


Members  by  Subscription  of  $500.00. 


Charles  Lockhart, 

*A.  Garrison, 

J.  M.  Sci-IOONMAKER, 

Mrs.  MaryE.  Schenley, 
*F.  R.  Brunot, 

Mrs.  D.  C.  Phillips, 
*Mrs.  E.  M.  Bell, 

D.  H.  ILostetter, 

Mrs.  Wm.  Thaw, 

S.  S.  Marvin, 

"Dr.  C.  G.  LIussey, 

*R.  S.  Hays, 

Mrs.  Lucetta  Plumer, 
Otis  H 


Henry  Phipps,  Jr., 

"Jos.  Horne, 

*Mrs.  Mary  Irwin, 

Mrs.  Mary  Thaw  Thompson, 
*J.  P.  LIanna, 

Benj.  Thaw, 

Jno.  Walker, 

* J.  J.  Vandergrift, 

*W.  D.  Wood, 

John  B.  Jackson, 

"‘Miss  J ane  Holmes, 

Finley  II.  Lloyd, 

Wm.  L.  Abbott, 

Childs. 


^Deceased. 


Directors. 

Those  whose  terms  expire  in  May,  1904. 

Dr.  J.  A.  Lippincott,  W.  L.  Abbott, 

O.  M.  Edwards. 

Those  whose  terms  expire  in  May,  1905. 

J.  M.  SciIOONMAKER,  H.  KlRKE  PORTER, 

Otis  H.  Childs. 

Those  whose  terms  expire  in  May,  1906. 

Rev.  John  G.  Brown,  D.  D.,  Lawrence  Dilworth, 
Chas.  F.  Dean, 


Officers. 

Rev.  John  G.  Brown,  D.  D President. 

J”.  M.  Sciioonmaker First  Vice-President. 

H.  Kirke  Porter Second  Vice-President. 

0.  M.  Edwards Secretary. 

C.  F.  Dean Treasurer. 


Committee  on  Finance. 

H.  Kirke  Porter,  Chairman. 
Vm.  L.  Abbott, 

Otis  H.  Childs. 


Executive  Committee. 

Wm.  L.  Abbott,  Chairman , 
H.  Iv.  Porter, 

Otis  H.  Childs, 
Lawrence  Dilworth, 
Dr.  J.  A.  Lippincott. 

f 


Counselor. 

A.  M.  Brown,  Esq.,  T34  Fifth  Avenue. 


Officers  and  Teachers  of  the  Institution 


Superintendent. 

H.  B.  Jacobs. 


Teachers  in  the  Literary  Department. 

Miss  O.  H.  J.  Harris,  Miss  Hannah  I.  Houston, 

Miss  Anna  Jacobs,  Miss  M.  Edna  Caskey. 

Mrs.  M.  M.  DuShane. 


Teachers  in  the  Musical  Department. 

Miss  Sarah  E.  Taylor,  G.  R.  Broadberry, 

Miss  Jean  Cowan,  Assistant,  John  Gernert. 


Industrial  Department. 

Miss  Anna  Jacobs,  Wm.  H.  Long, 

Teacher  of  Girls’  Industrial  Work.  Teacher  of  Piano-Tuning, 

J.  M.  Richard, 

Teacher  of  Broom-Making. 


MlSS  Cora  M.  Reed,  Special  Teacher  of  Deaf-Mute  and  Blind  Chiid. 


Household  Officers. 


Miss  Minnie  E.  Brown, 

Book-Keeper. 

Miss  Debora  Plummer, 

Boys’  Governess. 


J.  A.  Lippincott,  M.  D., 

Oculist  and  Special  Physician. 

% 

Miss  Amy  J.  Loomis, 

Girls’  Governess. 


*Mrs.  T.  A.  Jacobs, 

Matron. 


*Dec  eased. 


(intern  ipcnna.  Ilnstitutioii  for  tbe  JBlinO. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  ANNUAL  MEETING 


OF  THE 

Incorporators  and  %\fz  Silcmbevs. 


Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  May  4,  1903. 

The  sixteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation,  duly 
called  in  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  By-Laws, 
was  held  at  the  Institution  this — Monday — afternoon,  at  3 
o’clock. 

Those  present  in  person  were  Rev.  J.  T.  McCrorv,  D.D., 
Rev.  Dr.  John  G.  Brown,  Hon.  H.  Kirke  Porter  and  Chas. 
F.  Dean,  Esq.,  Charter  Members;  Messrs.  Otis  H.  Childs, 
and  O.  M.  Edwards,  Directors,  and  H.  B.  Jacobs,  Superin- 
tendent ; and  those  represented  by  proxies  were  Mrs.  Mary 
Thaw  Thompson,  Maj.  A.  M.  Brown,  Rev.  Edward  P. 
Cowan,  D.  D.,  John  B.  Jackson,  Esq.,  Charles  Lockhart, 
Esq.,  and  Benjamin  Thaw,  Esq. 

On  motion  offered  by  Dr.  Brown,  Dr.  J.  T.  McCrory 
was  selected  to  preside  over  the  meeting. 

On  taking  the  chair,  Dr.  McCrory  called  on  Mr.  H.  Iv. 
Porter  to  open  the  proceedings  with  prayer. 

The  organization  was  then  completed  by  the  election  of 
Mr.  O.  M.  Edwards  as  Secretary. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  annual  meeting,  held  Monday 
afternoon,  May  5th,  1902,  were  then  read,  and,  on  motion, 
declared  approved. 

The  Secretary  announced  that,  in  compliance  with  the 
By-Laws,  notice  of  the  meeting  had  been  published  in  the 
Pittsburgh  Daily  Dispatch,  in  three  separate  issues  of  the 
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paper,  namely,  April  28th  and  30th,  and  May  2d  ; also,  that 
copies  of  a circular  letter  regarding  the  meeting  had  been  sent 
to  all  the  members  of  the  Corporation. 

The  President  then  called  for  tl'e  annual  reports  of  the 
officers  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  when  Dr.  J.  G.  Brown, 
President  of  the  Board,  responding,  read  his  report,  which 
was  listened  to  with  undivided  attention  and  received  hearty 
approval.  On  motion  offered  by  Mr.  Dean,  it  was  accepted, 
ordered  placed  on  file  and  to  be  printed. 

The  Treasurer,  Mr.  Chas.  F.  Dean,  then  submitted  his 
16thaunual  report  of  the  finauces  of  the  Institution.  It 
exhibits  in  detail  the  receipts  and  disbursements  for  the  past 
year,  and  shows  that  the  finances  have  been  carefully  mana- 
ged and  are  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Childs,  the  report  was  received  and 
ordered  to  be  printed,  together  with  the  report  of  the  Audit- 
ing Committee  when  made. 

When  the  report  of  the  Secretary  was  asked  for,  Mr. 
Edwards  arose  and  stated  he  had  not  prepared  a report  to  be 
presented  at  this  meeting  ; that  he  hardly  deemed  it  necessary 
to  do  so  ; for,  any  report  that  he  might  submit  would  em- 
body only  such  items  and  matters  of  interest  as  can  be  found 
in  the  other  annual  reports  submitted.  Whereupon,  on 
motion  offered  by  Mr.  Porter,  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  was 
excused  from  making  a report  on  this  occasion. 

The  Superintendent  then  read  his  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  school  during  the  past  year,  which,  on  motion 
offered  by  Mr.  Edwards,  was  accepted  and  ordered  printed 
with  the  other  accompanying  documents. 

The  President  then  announced  that  thenextbusinessof  the 
meeting  will  be  the  annual  election  of  three  Directors  of  the 
Institution  to  succeed  Rev.  John  G.  Brown,  D.  D.,  and 
Messrs.  Finley  H.  Lloyd  and  Chas  F.  Dean,  whose  terms 
expire  with  this  meeting. 

On  motion,  it  was  unanimously  agreed  to  proceed  at 
once  to  the  election  of  three  Directors  to  succeed  those  whose 
term  are  about  to  expire. 
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Nominations  being  called  for,  Mr.  Porter  arose  and 
stated  that,  as  Mr.  Finley  H.  Lloyd  has  removed  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Institution  and  is  now  living  down 
near  Sewickley,  the  change  of  place  of  residence,  together 
with  his  increased  business  interests,  has  made  it  inconvenient 
for  him  to  attend  the  meetings  of  the  Board,  he,  therefore, 
deems  it  expedient  to  decline  a re-election  as  a Director. 
Mr.  Porter  then  placed  in  nomination  Dr.  J.  G.  Brown  and 
Chas.  F.  Dean,  Esq.,  for  election  as  Directors  to  succeed 
themselves,  and  Mr.  Lawrence  Dilworth  to  succeed  Mr. 
Lloyd.  The  nominations  were  seconded  by  Mr.  Childs. 

There  being  no  other  names  mentioned,  on  motion  offered 
by  Mr.  Edwards,  the  nominations  were  closed. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  Secretary  was  authorized  to 
cast  the  ballot  for  the  gentlemen  nominated.  Accordingly, 
he  announced  that  Rev.  Dr.  J.  G.  Brown,  and  Messrs.  Chas. 
F.  Dean  and  Lawrence  Dilworth  had  received  the  unani- 
mous vote  of  the  members  of  the  Corporation  present  and  the 
proxies  submitted  ; and,  thereupon,  the  Chair  declared  them 
duly  elected  Directors  of  the  Institution  for  the  ensuing  three 
years. 

The  Superintendent  was  instructed  to  compile  and  have 
printed  in  pamphlet  form,  at  as  early  a date  as  convenient, 
1,000  copies  of  the  Annual  Report.  He  was  also  instructed 
to  make  proper  acknowledgement  of  all  donations  received, 
and  of  all  other  favors  shown  by  friends  of  the  Institution 
during  the  past  year. 

Upon  a motion  offered  by  Mr.  Edwards,  Messrs.  Win. 
L.  Abbott  and  Otis  II.  Childs  were  constituted  a Committee 
to  audit  the  report  of  the  Treasurer. 

There  being  no  further  business  before  the  Corporation, 
on  motion,  the  meeting  was  adjourned. 

O.  M.  Edwards, 

Secretary. 


REPORT  OF  THE 


president  of  the  21cm  rtf  of  jpircctovs. 


Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  May  4,  1903. 

To  the  Incorporators  and  Life  Members  of  the  Western  Penn- 
sylvania Institution  for  the  Blind: 

Gentlemen — It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  state  that 
there  has  been  substantial  progress  during  the  year  just  closed 
in  the  work  of  the  Institution  which  you  have  been  pleased 
to  intrust  to  our  care.  The  constant  aim  of  those  charged 
with  the  duty  of  instruction  has  been  to  take  advantage  of 
the  teachings  of  experience  in  the  actual  work  of  the  school. 
Every  means  of  development  has  been  employed  intelligently 
and  diligently,  and  the  results  secured  have  been  of  a satis- 
factory character.  While  the  highest  ideals  have  not 
been  fully  realized,  while  there  is  yet  much  to  be  desired, 
aud  while  a greater  degree  of  efficiency  is  still  sought,  we  can 
see  that  the  achievements^of  the  past  year  have  gone  beyond 
those  of  former  years,  and  in  this  evidence  of  progress  we 
have  the  promise  of  more  ample  success  in  the  future.  The 
Superintendent,  teachers  and  other  officers  have  been  diligent 
and  painstaking  in  their  work,  and  it  is  due  to  their  fidelity 
that  the  noticeable  progress  referred  to  has  been  made. 

The  Industrial  Department  has  partaken  largely  of 
the  general  advancement  of  the  school.  The  efficiency  of  its 
work  in  the  past  is  attested  by  the  fact  that  a considerable 
number  of  our  former  pupils,  handicapped  as  they  are  by 
their  deplorable  infirmity,  are  supporting  themselves  quite 
comfortably  as  piano-tuners  aud  broom-makers,  and  thus, 
through  the  training  received  in  the  Institution,  they  have 
been  lifted  from  a condition  of  dependance,  to  which  they 
otherwise  were  inevitably  doomed,  to  a life  of  honorable 
independence.  No  better  evidence  can  be  presented  of  the 
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supreme  importance  of  training  these  unfortunate  children  in 
habits  of  industry,  and  imparting  to  them  the  knowledge  and 
skill  which  will  enable  them  to  achieve  a good  degree  of  suc- 
cess in  the  battle  of  life. 

This  important  department,  so  essential  to  the  future 
of  our  pupils  and  which  has  been  so  prolific  of  beneficial  re- 
sults, has  been  and  still  is  confined  to  contracted  and  incon- 
venient quarters  in  the  Boiler-House  and,  being  thus  ham- 
pered in  its  work,  has  of  necessity  been  retarded  in  its 
development.  A well  appointed  workshop  of  sufficient  capa- 
city, with  ample  room  for  the  storage  of  material,  is  a much 
needed  adjunct  to  the  school.  Realizing  this,  the  Directors 
applied  to  the  Legislature  at  its  recent  session  for  an  appro- 
priation in  addition  to  the  usual  allowance  for  the  education 
and  maintenance  of  State  pupils,  to  enable  them  to  erect  the 
long  desired  building.  While  the  entire  amount  deemed 
necessary  was  not  granted  yet,  after  inspection  by  a special 
committee  sent  to  examine  into  the  condition  and  wants  of 
the  school,  the  necessity  was  recognized  by  an  appropriation 
of  two-thirds  of  the  sum  originally  sought.  With  this,  and 
such  additional  help  as  we  may  confidently  expect  from  a 
benevolent  community,  we  hope  ere  long  to  possess  this  im- 
portant addition  to  our  equipment. 

We  regret  that  little  can  be  said  in  regard  to  Maggie 
Castor,  the  deaf-blind  girl  who  has  been  in  the  Institution 
for  several  years.  Everything  has  been  done  possible  with 
the  means  at  our  command  for  this  peculiarly  unfortunate 
child.  Under  any  circumstance  her  progress  must,  of  neces- 
sity, be  very  slow.  While  her  intellect  seems  to  be  normal 
she  is  evidently  not  possessed  of  a bright  or  quick  understand, 
ing.  She  has  improved  considerably  in  her  general  conduct, 
can  form  most,  if  not  all,  the  letters  of  the  manual  alphabet, 
and  can  spell  the  names  of  a few  objects  with  her  fingers. 
When  she  is  once  fairly  started,  if  such  anticipation  can  be 
realized,  we  hope  for  more  rapid  and  decided  improvement. 
However,  as  I have  said,  we  have  done  all  we  possibly  could 
for  her  and,  probably,  as  much,  if  not  more,  than  could  have 
been  done  for  her  anywhere  else. 
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In  regard  to  the  health  of  the  pupils,  we  regret  that  the 
school  has  not  been  so  fortunate  during  the  past  year  as  for- 
merly. Contagious  disease  was  introduced  into  the  Institu- 
tion on  two  different  occasions,  by  pupils  coming  from  homes 
in  which,  or  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  which,  such 
diseases  prevailed.  Altogether  there  were  thirteen  cases, 
the  sick  were  isolated  as  far  as  possible,  and  every  precaution 
taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  infection.  This  involyed 
an  unusual  amount  of  trouble  to  those  immediately  iu  charge 
and  gave  anxiety  to  all  concerned  in  the  direct  management 
of  the  school,  adding,  also,  considerably  to  the  expenses.  We 
have  reason  however  to  be  profoundly  thankful  to  a kind 
Providence  that,  though  the  maladies  were  of  a virulent  type 
and  of  a character  especially  contagious,  not  a single  pupil 
was  taken  from  us  by  death.  The  experience  of  the  past 
year  emphasizes  in  a way  no  former  experience  has  done  the 
necessity  of  better  facilities  than  those  now  possessed  for  the 
isolation  and  care  of  pupils  who  have  contracted  contagious 
diseases.  , 

The  buildings  and  grounds  are  in  a satisfactory  condition. 
This  has  been  secured  by  a relatively  small  outlay  of  money. 
As  the  years  go  by,  the  surroundings  of  the  Institution  will 
become  more  and  more  attractive. 

While  every  reasonable  demand  has  been  met  in  the 
maintenance  of  the  school,  the  disbursements  have  been  so 
carefully  managed  that  the  expenditures  have  been  kept 
within  the  limits  of  the  appropriation. 

For  full  details  of  the  operations  of  the  various  depart- 
ments of  the  Institution  and  its  financial  condition,  you  are 
respectfully  referred  to  the  reports  of  the  Superintendent  and 
Treasurer,  which  will  be  subsequently  laid  before  you. 

We  desire  to  acknowledge  the  generosity  of  the  heirs 
of  the  late  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Howe,  in  giving  effect  to  a memo- 
randum found  among  her  papers,  not  constituting  a valid 
bequest,  in  which  a desire  was  expressed  to  give  to  this  Insti- 
tution the  sum  of  $500.00.  This  amount,  less  the  collateral 
inheritance  tax,  has  been  received  by  our  Treasurer. 
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The  Directors  have  been  saddened  by  the  painful  afflic- 
tion which  recently  came  to  the  Superintendent  and  the 
school  in  the  death  of  Mrs.  Jacobs.  This  deplorable  event 
occurred  March  19th.  Mrs.  Jacobs  was  a very  important 
factor  in  the  progress  of  the  school  and  everything  connected 
therewith,  from  the  date  of  its  organization  until  the  time  of 
her  death.  She  was  a woman  of  high  Christian  character  and 
possessed  of  unusual  endowments  natural  and  acquired.  She 
devoted  herself  with  rare  zeal  and  untiring  industry  to  the 
promotion  of  the  welfare  of  the  pupils,  to  whom  she  gave  the 
unstinted  love  and  care  of  a mother.  She  proved  herself  to 
be  a wise,  prudent  and  loving  helpmate  to  her  husband  in  all 
his  duties  and  responsibilities. 

The  Directors  have  given  expression  to  their  high  appre- 
ciation of  her  character  and  work,  and  of  their  sincere  sym- 
pathy with  her  husband  in  his  overwhelming  bereavement  in 
a suitable  minute,  which  has  been  entered  upon  their  records 
and  will  be  found  upon  another  page  of  this  report. 

The  term  of  service  of  the  following  Directors  expires 
with  this  meeting  of  the  Corporators — John  G.  Brown,  Finley 
H.  Lloyd  and  Charles  F.  Dean. 

Respectfully  submitted  on  behalf  of  the  Board, 

John  G.  Brown, 

President. 


^ctiou  of  the  jBonrrt  of  Directors 


Ox  THE  DEATH  OF  Mrs.  JACOBS. 


At  the  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  Directors,  held 
April  21st  ultimo,  Col.  J.  M.  Schoonmaker  made  announce- 
ment to  the  Board  of  the  sad  affliction  that  has  so  recently 
come  to  our  Superintendent  in  the  death  of  Mrs.  Jacobs,  and 
spoke  feelingly  of  what  she  had  been  to  the  school.  At  his 
suggestion,  which  was  unanimously  accepted,  Hon.  H.  K. 
Porter  was  requested  to  prepare  a minute  expressive  of  the 
feelings  of  the  Board  on  this  sad  event. 

In  due  time  the  following  Memorial  was  submitted  and 
ordered  to  be  made  part  of  the  record  : 


TRIBUTE  TO  THE  MEMORY 


. . • OF  • • • 

MRS.  H.  B.  JACOBS. 


THIS  BOARD  PLACES  ON  RECORD  A SLIGHT  EXPRES- 
SION OF  ITS  APPRECIATION  OF  MRS.  JACOBS,  AND  OF 
THE  SENSE  OF  OUR  DEEP  LOSS.  FROM  THE  VERY  BEGIN- 
NING OF  OUR  WORK  FOR  THE  BLIND,  SHE  HAS  LED  THE 
LITTLE  ONES  WITH  HER  OWN  HAND.  SHE  HAS  COM- 
FORTED THEM  IN  THEIR  SORROWS,  ENCOURAGED  THEM 
IN  THEIR  STRUGGLES,  AND  HAS  BEEN  TO  THEM  AS  A 
MOTHER. 

THEIR  LOSS  AND  OURS  IS  TOO  GREAT  TO  BE  PUT  IN 
WORDS.  THIS  SCHOOL  HAS  BEEN  A HOME,  AND  THE 
TENDERNESS  OF  HOME  HAS  BEEN  MANIFESTED  HERE  IN 
THE  LOVING  MINISTRY  OF  THIS  DEVOTED  WOMAN.  BE- 
YOND ALL  ORDINARY  QUALIFICATIONS  FOR  SUCH  A POSI- 
TION, SHE  HAD  A GREAT  WOMANLY  SYMPATHY  THAT 
TOOK  IN  THE  LIVES  OF  ALL  THESE  CHILDREN,  MAKING 
THEIR  TRIALS,  THEIR  HOPES,  THEIR  AMBITIONS,  THEIR 
EXPERIENCES  HER  OWN — AND  SO  ENTERING  INTO  THEIR 
LIVES.  WE  ARE  GRATEFUL  FOR  SUCH  A FORMATIVE  LIFE 
IN  THE  EARLY  YEARS  OF  THIS  SCHOOL,  AND  WE  TRUST 
THAT  THE  MEMORY  OF  IT  MAY  REMAIN  AS  AN  INSPIRA- 
TION AND  A BENEDICTION. 

OUR  SYMPATHY  FOR  OUR  SUPERINTENDENT,  TO  WHOM 
THIS  SORROW  HAS  COME  WITH  CRUSHING  FORCE,  IS  SIN- 
CERE AND  HEARTFELT.  NO  WORD  WE  CAN  UTTER  CAN 
ASSUAGE  HIS  GRIEF.  BUT  THE  GOD  OF  ALL  COMFORT 
SPEAKS  TO  EVERY  SORROWING  HEART.  HE  WHO  HAS 
TAKEN  AWAY  IS  HE  WHO  GAVE,  AND  CHRISTIAN  FAITH 
LOOKS  WITHIN  THE  VEIL  AND  TRUSTS,  WHERE  IT  CANNOT 
SEE. 

REMEMBERING  WITH  GRATITUDE  THIS  BEAUTIFUL 
LIFE  OF  GENTLE  HELPFULNESS,  REJOICING  IN  THE  LEG- 
ACY OF  THIS  BLESSED  SERVICE,  WE  COMMEND  OUR  BRO- 
THER UNTO  HIM  WHO  HAS  PROMISED  TO  BEAR  ALL  OUR 
SORROWS,  AND  TO  SHARE  WITH  US  EVERY  BITTER  GRIEF. 
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Mrs.  Jacobs  died  at  the  West  Penn  Hospital  on  Thurs- 
day afternoon,  Marcli  19th,  1903,  from  the  effects  of  a very 
serious  operation  which  she  had  undergone  about  forty-five 
hours  previous. 

As  soon  as  the  news  of  her  death  reached  the  Institution 
the  deepest  gloom  and  sorrow  were  visible  everywhere.  All 
operations  were  immediately  suspended,  and  silence  reigned 
throughout  the  buildings.  All  connected  with  the  Institution 
were  deeply  affected  and  the  pupils,  from  the  oldest  to  the 
youngest,  without  admonition,  showed  their  high  regard  for 
the  deceased  by  their  circumspect  conduct  and  actions.  It 
was  really  pathetic  to  observe  how  readily  and  freely  they, 
even  the  youngest,  contributed  their  mite  towards  a fund 
raised  among  themselves  to  purchase  an  appropriate  floral 
offering  to  be  placed  upon  the  casket  of  their  departed  friend, 
as  a token  of  their  love  and  esteem  for  her. 

•Services  were  held  in  the  Chapel  of  the  Institution  at 
8 o’clock,  on  Friday  evening,  March  the  20th,  at  which  Rev. 
Henry  T.  McClelland,  D.  D.,  pastor  of  Bellefield  Presby- 
terian Church,  officiated.  In  the  sermon  he  spoke  feelingly 
of  the  Christian  character  and  noble  womanly  qualities  of 
the  deceased.  He  was  assisted  by  Rev.  John  H.  Prugh, 
D.  D.,  pastor  of  Grace  Reformed  Church,  and  Rev.  John 
K.  McClurkin,  pastor  of  Shady  Side  United  Presbyterian 
Church.  The  music  was  furnished  by  the  school  under  the 
direction  of  Prof.  G.  R.  Broadberry. 

On  Saturday  morning  the  body  was  taken  to  Maytown, 
Lancaster  .county,  Pa.,  where,  after  further  services  in  the 
Lutheran  Church,  conducted  by  Rev.  George  P.  Goll,  pastor 
of  the  church,  assisted  by  Rev.  Samuel  H.  Dietzel,  D.  D., 
pastor  of  the  Reformed  Church  of  Maytown,  on  Monday 
afternoon,  March  23rd,  Mrs.  Jacobs  was  laid  to  rest  in  the 
beautiful  little  cemetery  of  that  place. 


Report  of  the  treasurer. 


SIXTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

— OF  — 

C^RS.  F.  DB  Afi,  TPeasuPeP 

Of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the 
Blind,  May  1st,  1903. 


Receipts. 

Balance  on  hand,  May  1st,  1902 $ 4,735  57 

Received  from  State  Treasurer,  Maintenance  $21 ,387  12 

“ “ “ Repairs,  &c..  498  50  21,885  62 

“ Sale  of  Brooms 1,258  65 

“ Interest,  Mortgage  Investment  180  00 

“ Balance  on  Sale  of  Property..  5,500  00 

33,559  84 

Disbursements. 

Investment,  Mortgage $ 6,000  00 

Interest 70  00 

Special  Fund,  Standard  Security  Trust  Co. . 700  00 

Salaries $8,012  92 

Wages 4,020  26 

Supplies 8,153  50 

Light  and  Heat 1,637  27 

Incidental  Expenses 473  99  22,297  94 

Balance  on  hand,  May  1st,  1903 4,491  90 

33,559  84 


Union  National  Bank  of  Pittsburg, 

May  1st,  1903. 

This  is  to  certify  that,  as  shown  in  the  above  report,  the  sum 
of  $4,491.90  stands  to  the  credit  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania 
Institution  for  the  Blind  upon  the  books  of  this  bank,  at  this  date. 

R.  J.  Smith,  President. 


First  Annual  Report 

— OF  — 

SPECIAL  FUND, 

May  1st,  1903. 


Balance  of  money  from  Sale  of  42d  Street  property.  $ 700  00 

Received  from  Estate  of  Mrs.  M,  A.  Howe 462  50 

1,162  50 

Standard  Security'  Trust  Co., 


Pittsburgh,  May  1st,  1903. 

This  is  to  certify  that,  as  shown  in  the  above  report,  there  stands 
upon  the  books  of  this  Comj  any,  at  this  date,  the  sum  of  $1,162.50 
to  the  credit  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind. 

Standard  Security  Trust  Co., 

by  J.  T.  Wachob,  Treasurer. 

The  above  accounts  have  been  examined  and  found  to  be  cor- 
rect. 

Otis  H.  Childs. 

Wm.  L.  Abbott, 

Auditors. 


May , 15th  1903. 


I he  J'upcviuteiulent's  Report 


WESTERN  PENN’ A INSTITUTION  for  the  BLIND. 


Pittsburg,  Pa.,  May  4th,  1903. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors : 

Gentlemen — In  the  performance  of  my  duties,  I beg 
to  submit  for  yonr  consideration  a brief  report  of  the  opera- 
tions and  condition  of  this  Institution  for  the  year  which 
closes  on  this  date,  it  being  the  thirteenth  in  this  series  of 
annual  communications. 

To  give  a detailed  account  of  the  work  done  in  the  seve- 
ral departments  of  the  school  during  the  past  year,  would 
only  be  to  repeat,  in  one  phrasing  or  another,  what  has  been 
said  over  and  over  again  in  former  reports.  I shall,  there- 
fore, confine  myself  in  this  paper  to  a summary  statement  of 
such  general  facts  only  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  to  preserve 
in  tangible  form  a connected  historical  account  of  what  is 
being  accomplished  in  this  Institution. 

We  long  since  passed  the  experimental  period  in  the 
organization  of  this  school,  and  we  need  waste  no  time  in  en- 
deavoring to  demonstrate  the  necessity  for  its  establishment 
in  this  part  of  our  Commonwealth,  or  in  attempting  to  answer 
any  questions  that  may  have  arisen  as  to  the  demand  for,  or 
the  practicability  of,  such  an  enterprise.  The  facts  are  before 
us,  and,  with  our  success,  are  a part  of  our  past  history,  and  are 
secure.  What  is  needed  further  now,  is  a liberal  policy  on 
the  part  of  the  State  to  provide  the  necessary  means  for  the 
expansion  of  the  work  of  the  Institution  and  the  extension 
of  the  scope  of  its  usefulness  ; and,  on  the  part  of  manage- 
ment, to  inaugurate  and  carry  into  effect  such  measures  as 
may  become  necessary  to  meet  the  growing  demands  of  the 
school,  as  they  shall  arise  in  the  natural  progress  of  events, 
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so  that  it  may  accomplish  the  important  mission  for  which  it 
was  established,  and  become  one  of  the  leading  educational 
Institutions  of  its  kind  in  this  country. 

While  the  work  of  the  Institution  during  the  past  year 
has  been  attended  with  many  varied  and  trying  difficulties, 
we  feel  that  we  can  safely  say  that  the  results  have  been  satis- 
factory. We  have  tried  not  to  permit  anything  to  interfere 
with  the  regular  operations  of  the  school,  and,  by  watchful- 
ness and  care,  have  succeeded  in  meeting  every  emergency  as 
it  has  arisen. 


Number  of  Pupils  Enrolled. 


While  at  the  date  of  making  my  last  annual  report,  93 
was  given  as  the  number  of  pupils  enrolled,  two — one  boy 
and  one  girl — were  admitted  only  a few  days  after  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Incorporators  one  year  ago,  making  the  total  en- 
rollment for  the  full  term  which  closed  on  Wednesday,  June 
25th  last,  95 — 56  boys  and  39  girls. 

The  number  of  pupils  registered  to  date  this  term  is  95 
— just  the  number  enrolled  during  the  full  term  last  year. 
Of  these,  9 — 6 boys  and  3 girls — are  new  pupils,  and  one — 
a girl — was  re-admitted,  that  is,  she  had  formerly  been  a pupil 
of  the  school,  but  was  not  in  attendance  last  year. 

The  pupils  in  attendance  during  the  current  term  have 
come  from  the  following  24  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  mostly 
from  the  western  part  of  the  State  : 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Allegheny 

..  ..27 

17 

44 

Armstrong 

2 

2 

Beaver : 

. . ..  1 

3 

4 

Bedford 

1 

• 1 

Blair 

. . . . 1 

1 

2 

Butler 

....  2 

4 

6 

Cambria 

1 

i 

Centre 

. . . . 1 

i 

Clarion 

. . . . 1 

2 

3 

Clearfield 

2 

2 

Crawford 

2 

2 

Erie 

....2 

2 

Favette 

. . . . 1 

i 

2 

Jefferson 

....  1 

i 

Lawrence 

. ..  . 1 

i 

Mercer 

2 

i 

3 

McKean 

i 

1 

Northumberland... . 

. . . . 1 

1 

23 


Potter 1 

Somerset 1 

Venango 1 

Warren 1 

Washington 5 

Westmoreland 1 


1 


5 


1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

6 


Total, 53 


42  95 


We  have  a number  of  applications  for  the  admission  of 
new  pupils  on  file.  For  good  reasons,  we  always  advise 
and  encourage  parents  of  young  children  to  place  them  in 
school  during  the  latter  part  of  the  term,  if  they  cannot  do  so 
earlier.  Quite  probably  several  will  ask  for  admission  be- 
fore the  close  of  the  term  next  month. 


Statistics. 

Boys.  Girls.  Total- 


Total  number  enrolled  at  date  of  last  report 55  38  93 

Number  of  new  pupils  admitted  later 1 1 2 

Total  number  enrolled  during  the  last  term 56  39  95 

Number  withdrawn  for  various  causes 9 1 10 

Number  of  former  pupils  enrolled  during  this  term  47  38  35 

Number  of  new  pupils  admitted 6 3 9 

Number  of  pupils  re-admitted 11 

Total  number  enrolled  to  date  this  term 53  42  95 

Total  number  enrolled  since  the  organization 97  83  180 


These  figures  show  that  since  the  organization  of  the 
Institution  180  blind  children  and  youth — 97  boys  and  83 
girls — have  been  under  its  care  and  instruction.  These  pupils 
have  come  to  us  at  various  ages,  ranging  from  6 to  25 
years,  from  different  surroundings,  in  different  conditions, 
and  with  widely  varying  capacities  for  instruction. 

Of  the  total  number  of  pupils  registered  in  the  period 
referred  to,  85  have  withdrawn  for  various  reasons.  Some 
remained  long  enough  to  complete  the  prescribed  course  of 
study,  and  graduated  with  credit  to  themselves  and  the  school; 
some  who  came  to  us  at  nearly  or  quite  adult  age,  only 
remained  long  enough  to  learn  a trade  or  otherwise  fit  them- 
selves for  some  useful  employment,  and,  as  soon  as  they  had 
accomplished  their  purpose,  withdrew,  to  engage  in  the  occu- 
pation for  which  they  were  prepared  ; a few  removed  from 
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the  State,  while  others  withdrew  for  reasons  not  given.  But, 
whatever  may  have  been  the  cause  of  the  withdrawal  of  any 
one,  we  feel  warranted  in  stating  that  it  is  evident  that  every 
pupil  who  has  ever  come  under  the  care. of  this  Institution, 
whether  for  a longer  or  shorter  period,  has  been  greatly  bene- 
fitted  by  the  training  he  received  here,  and  has  gone  out 
stronger  and  better  in  character  and  purpose  than  when  he 
came.  Of  course  the  degree  ot  improvement  depends 
very  largely  upon  the  mental  and  physical  capabilities 
of  the  pupils.  But,  in  the  the  course  of  time,  all  give  evidence 
ot  a general  uplifting,  a tone  of  refinement  and  respectability, 
as  the  results  of  the  instruction  and  influence  of  the  school. 

Instruction. 

During  the  past  year  the  work  of  the  Institution  has 
been  conducted  on  the  same  general  plan  as  heretofore,  with 
only  such  judicious  modifications  as  years  of  observation, 
experience  and  reflection  have  led  us  to  make — always  mind- 
ful of  the  unfortunate  condition  of  the  pupils  under  our  care, 
and  being  influenced  by  an  earnest  desire  to  pursue  such  a 
course  as  shall  prove  the  most  beneficial  to  them. 

The  school  has  been  properly  classified,  and  the  course 
of  study  is  carefully  graded  with  a view  to  supply  the  needs 
of  the  pupils  as  they  progress  step  by  step.  It  has  been  en- 
larged and  improved,  so  as  to  make  it  as  practical  and  flexible 
as  possible.  It  is  only  in  this  way  that  the  individual  needs 
of  the  pupils  can  be  met  and  the  instruction  made  strictly 
effective.  Indeed,  we  have  reason  to  doubt  whether  a more 
earnest  and  systematic  effort  is  made  anywhere  in  the  training 
of  the  blind,  to  give  thorough,  far-reaching  and  beneficial  in- 
struction than  is  made  in  this  Institution—  to  give  instruction 
that  can  be  turned  to  profit,  in  one  way  or  another,  by  the  stud- 
ents after  they  leave  school,  in  their  endeavors  to  make  them- 
selves useful  and  earn  an  independent  living.  After  all,  this 
is  the  great  desideratum  in  the  training  of  the  blind.  We 
feel  sure  that  the  good  results  of  tliis  course  will  be  manifold. 
They  will  be  far-reaching  and  helpful,  not  only  in  the  families 
from  which  our  pupils  come,  but  throughout  the  whole  neigh- 
borhood in  which  they  live. 
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But,  I cannot  refrain,  in  this  connection,  from  reminding 
our  friends  that  too  much  must  not  be  expected  of  us.  We 
are  deeply  concerned  about  the  future  welfare  and  success  of 
all  those  placed  under  our  care,  and  to  that  end,  strive  to  do 
the  best  we  possibly  can  for  them.  But,  let  it  be  remembered 
that  not  every  student  who  passes  through  a College  or  Uni- 
versity, makes  a success  in  life;  neither  should  we  be 
expected  to  train  every  blind  pupil  who  comes  to  us  to  be 
self-supporting  and  independent.  And  yet,  we  are  sometimes 
almost  led  to  feel  that,  really,  this  is  what  is  expected  of  us 
— more  than  is  expected  of  schools  for  seeing  pupils,  as  though 
we  possessed  some  mysterious  method  ot  training  blind  chil- 
dren to  do  “ wonderful  things.” 

The  instruction  in  the  several  departments  of  the  Insti- 
tution has  been  conducted  with  commendable  care,  consider- 
ation and  skill.  The  teachers,  without  exception,  have  been 
earnest,  patient  and  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  their  several, 
and  oft  difficult,  duties.  They  have  wisely  labored  for  the 
best  success  of  their  work,  and  we  feel  that  we  can  refer  with 
much  satisfaction  to  the  results  that  have  been  achieved. 

The  Closing  of  the  last  Term. 

The  last  term  of  the  Institution  closed  on  Wednesday 
morning,  June  25th  last,  after  a continuous  session  of  41 
weeks,  which  was  only  interrupted  by  a brief  vacation  during 
the  Christmas  holidays. 

The  regular  work  of  the  session  was  brought  to  a close 
with  a concert  given  in  the  Chapel,  on  Tuesday  evening,  June 
24th,  in  the  presence  of  an  appreciative  audience  that  filled 
the  hall  to  its  utmost  capacity,  many  being  unable  to  find 
seats. 

A varied  and  interesting  program  was  presented,  the 
numbers  of  which,  as  they  were  rendered,  received  many  at- 
testations of  approval  from  the  audience. 

The  following  is  the  program  arranged  for  the  occasion  : 
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PART  I. 

March — “ Tannhauser,” Wagner 

Orchestra. 

‘‘  Hark,  ’tis  the  Signal,” — Chorus Bohm 

School. 

‘‘  Whispering  Winds,” — Piano Wollenhaupt 

J.  Donald  McLean. 

“ Pussy’s  Class,” — Recitation Mary  M.  Dodge 

Autumn  S.  Drake. 

“ Commemoration  March,” — Organ Clark 

Ethel  E.  Crooks. 

‘‘The  Flag,” — Chorus Coverley 

Junior  Pupils. 

‘‘Jessamine,” — Piano Lichner 

Margaret  McGuirk. 

“ The  Last  Hope,” — Piano Gottschalk 

John  H.  Dolan. 

“ My  Visit  to  Grandma,” — Recitation Maty  A.  Dixon 

Gladys  G.  Gill. 

“ My  Mammy’s  Lullaby,” — Vocal. . Coverley 

Margie  L.  Stewart,  Autumn  S.  Drake,  Gladys  G.  Gill. 

“ Murmuring  Spring,” — Piano Bohm 

Jennie  Snyder. 

PART  II. 

‘‘II  Trovatore,” — Selection Verdi 

Orchestra. 

“ On  Venice  Waters,” Boeder 

Female  Voices. 

“ The  Old  Guard,” Rodney 

Male  Voices. 

“ The  Secret,” — Piano Gautier 

Robert  C.  Davidson,  Sam  G.  Rowe,  Iva  Beighley. 

J a “ Orchestral  March,” — Organ Munroe 

\ b “ Largo,”  Arr.  by  H.  Wild Handel 

S.  Earl  Kephart. 

‘‘  The  Dead  Doll,  ” — Recitation Margaret  Vandergrift 

Margie  L.  Stewart. 

f‘  Hunting  Song,” — Piano Mendelssohn 

Harry  L.  Barrows. 

“ The  Flight  of  Ages,” — Vocal Bevan 

Miss  Jean  Cowan. 

The  Musical  Box,” — Piano Muller 

George  J.  Reichenberger,  H.  Guy  Nickeson,  Merrel  Doyle. 

“ Jagdlied,”  (Hunting  Song) — Piano Schumann 

S.  Earl  Kephart. 

u The  Joy  of  Youth,” — Vocal RIarcey 

School. 

Finale — “Washington,” . Sudd 

Orchestra. 
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The  entertainment  was  successfully  conducted  from  be- 
ginning to  end,  and  was  a source  of  much  interest  and  pleasure 
to  all  who  were  present.  It  reflected  credit  upon  the  whole 
school  and  especially  upon  those  who  had  part  in  it. 

Health  of  the  School. 

The  general  health  of  this  Institution  was  considered  ex- 
cellent up  untill  early  last  fall.  Indeed,  we  had  enjoyed  abso- 
lute immunity  from  seriouscontagious  or  epidemic  diseases, and 
physicians  who  know  of  our  good  herlth  record,  have  told  us 
that  they  regarded  it  as  remarkable,  in  view  of  the  fact,  that 
many  of  our  pupils  have  come  from  neighbourhoods  and  sur- 
roundings where  much  sickness  prevailed,  and  where  con- 
tagious diseases  are  frequently  found.  Of  course,  occasionally 
a few  of  our  pupils  suffered  from  attacks  of  such  slight  ail- 
ments as  children  are  subject  to,  and  as  usually  result  from 
overindulgence  in  eating,  or  from  the  changes  in  the  weather 
and  the  seasons,  all  of  which  yielded  readily  to  mild  treat- 
ment. But  we  had  no  serious  contagious  diseases  to  contend 
with,  and  few  cases  of  sickness  of  any  kind  that  gave  us 
serious  concern. 

The  current  term  of  the  school  was  commenced  on  the 
second  Wednesday  of  September  last  under  very  favorable 
conditions  ; the  same  state  of  good  health  prevailed  among 
the  pupils,  and  everything  seemed  to  move  along  smoothly 
and  satisfactorily,  until  about  the  1st  of  October.  On  the 
23rd  of  September,  Bessie  Thomas,  a small  girl,  from  Hynd- 
man,  Bedford  county,  was  brought  to  school.  In  the  course 
of  eight  or  ten  days,  she  showed  signs  of  being  sick  ; but  we 
thought  her  trouble  was  only  similar  to  that  of  many  other 
cases  we  had  had  among  the  pupils,  when  they  were  first 
brought  from  their  homes,  and  that  it  would  soon  pass  awav. 
Really,  we  did  not  anticipate  any  serious  difficulty  from  it. 
Bessie  is  a very  peculiar  child — she  must  he  seen  to  be  able 
to  understand  her  disposition  and  peculiarities.  It  is  very 
difficult  to  get  her  to  talk  coherently  on  any  subject,  and 
hence,  we  could  get  no  expression  from  her  as  to  her  feelings. 
However,  she  was  put  to  bed,  and  Dr.  ,L  Hartley  Anderson 
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was  summoned  to  attend  her.  After  an  examination,  he  pro- 
nounced it  a ease  of  scarlet  fever.  Of  course,  she  was  imme- 
diately isolated  from  the  school,  and  the  most  radical  measures 
were  taken  to  prevent  a spread  of  the  disease.  But  the 
mischief  had  already  been  done.  In  the  course  of  about  ten 
days,  another  little  girl,  Gladys  Gill,  from  Meadville,  Pa., 
was  taken  down  with  the  same  disease.  She,  too,  was  imme- 
diately isolated,  and  measures  were  taken  to  protect  the  rest 
of  the  pupils.  Then,  we  had  no  further  evidence  of  the  con- 
tagion in  the  school  for  more  than  six  weeks,  when  the  third 
little  girl  was  attacked  with  the  fever.  This  child  was  im- 
mediately sent  to  the  Mercy  Hospital  for  treatment  We 
felt  that  to  prevent  further  spread  of  the  disease,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  remove  all  such  cases  in  the  future  from  the 
building.  We  had  then  no  other  cases  of  the  fever  until  the 
Christmas  Holidays.  In  fact,  we  had  no  more  cases  at  all 
on  the  girls’  side  of  the  building,  where  the  contagion  first 
started,  and  we  sincerely  hoped  that  we  had  entirely  eradica- 
ted the  disease  from  the  school.  But  during  the  Holidays 
a small  boy,  avIio  had  not  been  in  contact  in  any  way  with  the 
pupils  who  had  had  the  fever,  was  taken  sick  with  it.  He, 
too,  was  immediately  removed  to  the  Mercy  Hospital.  Then 
followed,  during  a period  of  about  six  weeks,  six  additional 
cases  among  the  small  boys,  making  altogether  ten  cases, 
seven  boys  and  three  girls.  Three  of  these  were  sent  to  the 
Mercy  Hospital,  five  were  cared  for  here,  and  two  were  cared 
for  at  their  homes  where  the  disease  developed.  Those  who 
were  cared  for  here,  were  placed  in  charge  of  one  of  the  best 
trained  nurses  in  this  citv. 

Then,  on  the  12th  day  of  January  last,  Viola  Suter, 
from  Westmoreland  county,  who  was  taken  home  in  the 
latter  part  of  December  to  spend  the  Christmas  vacation,  was 
returned  to  school,  after  being  absent  more  than  a week  over 
the  usual  time  allowed  for  the  vacation.  She  had  been  here 
less  than  two  weeks  when  she  became  sick  with  diphtheria, 
and  that  introduced  that  virulent  and  dangerous  disease  into 
the  school,  and  two  other  cases  among  the  small  girls  soon 
followed.  Viola  was  immediately  removed  to  the  Mercy 
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Hospital,  and  the  two  other  cases  were  removed  to  a comfor- 
table room  over  the  laundry,  where  they  were  placed  in  care 
of  a special  nurse ; and  thorough  disinfecting  and  other 
necessary  precautions  were  employed  to  prevent  the  spreading 
of  the  disease.  They  were  effectual,  for  we  had  no  more 
cases  of  that  dreaded  disease  among  our  pupils.  Antitoxin 
was  employed  in  the  treatment  of  these  cases,  and,  we  verily 
believe  that  we  can  attribute  the  ready  control  of  the  disease 
to  this  excellent  and  humane  remedy. 

Later — during  the  early  part  of  March — May  Math, 
one  of  our  smallest  girls,  took  sick  with  typhoid  fever.  She 
had  complained  on  several  occasions  previous  of  not  feeling 
well,  but,  usually,  in  a few  days  she  took  her  place  in  her 
classes  again,  and  the  disease  did  not  fully  manifest  itself 
until  the  early  part  of  March.  This  and  the  case  of  Gladys 
Gill,  mentioned  above,  were  really  the  only  two  cases  of 
sickness  that  at  any  time  were  serious.  The  rest,  whether 
of  scarlet  fever  or  diphtheria,  especially  the  former,  soon 
yielded  to  treatment. 

Evidently,  the  cause  of  all  this  sickness,  in  whatever 
form  it  appeared,  was  due  to  the  pupils,  who  were  first  at- 
tacked, coming  in  contact  with  the  several  contagious  diseases 
outside  of  the  Institution — at  their  homes,  or  in  coming  to  and 
going  from  the  school.  The  vigilant  care  always  exercised  over 
the  pupils  while  here  and  the  excellent  sanitary  condition  of 
the  buildings  and  surroundings,  are  such  as  to  prevent  the 
possibility  of  such  contagions  starting  here. 

Although  the  sickness  referred  to  gave  us  much  anxiety 
throughout  the  greater  part  of  the  school  term,  we  are  pro- 
foundly thankful  to  be  able  to  state  that  we  had  no  fatal  cases. 
By  skilful  medical  treatment  and  careful  nursing,  all  the  pupils 
who  were  sick  in  due  time  recovered,  and  either  took  their 
places  again  in  the  school,  or  were  taken  to  their  homes  by 
their  parents. 

Aside  from  the  contagious  sickness  referred  to,  the  general 
health  of  the  Institution  has  been  good,  and  at  the  present 
time  there  is  no  sickness  in  the  school. 


30 


In  this  connection,  we  desire  to  express  our  appreciation 
of  the  valuable  professional  services  rendered  us  by  Drs.  J. 
Hartley  Anderson  and  William  S.  O.  Sherman,  who  attended 
the  pupils  who  were  sick  and  were  cared  for  at  the  Institution; 
and  of  the  patient,  faithful  and  satisfactory  manner  in  which 
Miss  Isabella  Adam,  Miss  Louie  Muir  and  Miss  Gertrude 
Johns  discharged  their  respective  duties  as  special  nurses. 

We  are  also  sincerely  thankful  to  the  management  of 
the  Mercy  Hospital  for  their  willingness  to  admit  to  that 
Institution  pupils  who  were  afflicted  with  contagious  diseases, 
when  it  was  so  difficult  for  us  to  care  for  them  here ; and  to  the 
Bureau  of  Health  of  Pittsburgh,  which,  under  the  direction 
of  Mr.  Edward  Pitcairn,  assisted  us  in  our  emergency  to 
have  the  pupils  removed  to  the  Hospital. 

Changes  in  Officers  and  Teachers. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  current  school  term,  Mr.  William 
H.  Long,  one  of  the  first  graduates  of  this  Institution,  was 
employed  as  teacher  of  piano-tuning,  vice  Mr.  George  Horst- 
man,  resigned.  Mr.  Long  has  given  close  attention  to  his 
chosen  occupation  since  his  graduation,  being  regularly  em- 
ployed in  one  of  the  leading  Music  Stores  of  this  city,  and 
has  been  quite  successful  both  as  a tuner  and  a teacher. 

Last  fall,  Mrs.  M.  M.  DuSlmne,  who  formerly  occupied 
the  dual  position  of  Boys’  governess  and  teacher  in  the 
school  for  a number  of  years,  but  resigned  to  fill  another 
engagement,  was  appointed  as  a special  teacher  to  take  charge 
of  a number  of  deficient  small  children,  whose  presence  in 
classes  with  the  other  pupils  was  detrimental  to  their  progress. 
Mrs.  DuShane  is  an  experienced  primary  teacher  and  exerci- 
ses much  tact  and  skill  in  the  training  of  small  children. 
Her  work  was  progressing  satisfactorily  when  it  was  suddenly 
interrupted  by  sickness  in  the  school,  and  she  was  assigned 
to  other  duties.  The  special  work  for  which  Mrs.  DuShane 
was  employed  will  be  resumed,  we  hope,  in  the  near  future. 

In  February  last,  Miss  Catherine  Thompson,  who  had 
faithfully  and  conscientiously  filled  the  position  of  Boys’ 
governess  for  a year  and  half,  was  compelled  to  resign  on 
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account  of  ill  health,  the  climate  of  Pittsburgh  seemingly  not 
agreeing  with  her.  Miss  Debora  Plumer,  who  had  had  some 
experience  in  Institution  work,  was  appointed  to  fill  the 
vacancy,  and  the  work  of  the  department  was  continued  with- 
out any  perceptible  disturbance  from  the  change. 

The  only  other  important  change  in  the  staff  of  officers 
lias  been  referred  to  elsewhere  in  this  report. 

In  Conclusion. 

In  concluding  this  brief  account  of  the  events  of  the  past 
year,  I beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  it  has  been  my  chief 
desire  and  aim  at  all  times  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  this  Insti- 
tution in  such  manner  that  the  largest  measure  of  benefit — 
moral,  physical  and  intellectual — may  be  derived  by  every 
unfortunate  child  placed  under  its  training  and  influence, 
and  that  the  highest  expectations  of  those  who  were  instru- 
mental in  founding  the  school  may  be  realized. 

And  now,  Gentlemen  of  the  Board,  I desire  to  sincefely 
thank  you  for  your  kind  consideration  of  me  and  for  your 
tender  expressions  of  sympathy,  in  my  hour  of  gr<  at  sorrow  ; 
and  1 am  also  profoundly  thankful  to  you  for  your  counsel, 
aid  and  encouragement  in  the  management  of  this  school. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  B Jacobs, 

Superintendent. 
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work,  to  formally  tender  our  heartfelt  thanks  and  acknow- 
ledge our  obligations  to  our  many  friends,  for  their  numerous 
tokens  of  interest  in  our  work,  evidences  of  appreciation  and 
proofs  of  good  will,  given  us  during  the  year. 

These  exhibitions  of  kindness  on  the  part  of  our  friends 
encourage  us  greatly,  influence  the  whole  school  work,  and 
stimulate  us  all  to  strive  for  higher  and  nobler  things. 

We  desire  especially  to  express  our  grateful  acknow- 
ledgments— 

To  Mr.  James  W.  Conant,  Manager  Duquesne  Garden,  Pitts- 
burgh, for  tickets  and  reserved  seats  to  Bizet’s  historical  opera, 
Saturday  afternoon,  June  28th  last. 

To  “A  Friend,”  for  a Wilton  carpet  of  handsome  pattern,  for 
the  Superintendent’s  private  parlor. 

To  F.  W.  Robb,  Esq.,  Notary  Public,  for  taking  gratuitously 
the  acknowledgments  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Institution,  Mr. 
Chas.  F.  Dean,  to  the  quarterly  reports  sent  to  the  Auditor  General 
of  Pennsylvania. 

’W  Messrs.  Hardy  & Hayes,  Jewelers,  for  repairing  gratuitously 
one  of  our  hall  clocks. 

To  Dr.  .1.  A.  Lippincott,  for  a number  of  Blocks  and  Toys,  do- 
nated especially  for  the  use  of  Maggie  Castor,  the  little  deaf-mute 
and  blind  child. 

To  “A  Friend  ” for  a large  Lawn  Swing  for  the  use  of  our  little 
girls. 

To  Mrs.  George  W.  Dilworth,  fora  contribution  of $50.00,  with 
which  to  purchase  tickets  for  the  admission  of  pupils  and  their 
attendants  to  the  Saturday  afternoon  recitals  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Orchestra,  at  Carnegie  Music  Hall.  This  fund  was  judiciously 
expended,  and  the  recitals  were  greatly  enjoyed  by  our  older 
pupils,  the  Managers  of  the  Orchestra  generously  giving  them 
choice  seats  at  reduced  prices. 

To  Mr.  Win.  H.  Drake,  of  Centerville,  Pa.,  for  two  barrels  of 
choice  winter  apples. 

To  Hon.  H.  K.  Porter,  for  his  kind  remembrance  of  the  school 
at  the  Christmas  season,  by  sending  the  pupils  a large  quantity  of 
choice  oranges,  nuts  and  raisins. 
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To  Hon.  H.  M.  Kephart,  of  Connellsville,  Pa.,  for  his  generous 
donation  of  a lot  of  choice  fruit — 2 boxes  of  oranges,  a cask  of  Cali- 
fornia grapes  and  4 barrels  of  apples. 

To  R.  D.  McGonnigle,  Esq.,  for  a good  Steinway-Square- 
Piano,  donated  for  the  use  of  the  school. 

To  Mr.  David  H.  Gill,  of  Meadville,  Pa.,  for  2 barrels  of  winter 
apples. 

To  Mr.  H.  L.  Ringwalt,  for  tickets  admitting  pupils  to  the 
concert  given  by  Miss  Louise  B.  Voigt,  Kingwalt  Choir  Union  and 
the  Gernert  Orchestra,  at  Carnegie  Music  Hall,  Thursday  evening, 
April  30th,  1903. 

To  the  editors  and  publishers  of  the  following  periodicals  and 
daily  papers,  which  have  been  gratuitously  sent  to  the  Institution  : 

The  Pittsburgh  Dispatch , The  Pittsburgh  Leader,  the  Presby- 
terian Banner ; School  and  Home  Education , Bloomington,  111.  ; 
The  United  Presbyterian , Pittsburgh,  Pa., ; The  Colorado  Index, 
printed  at  the  Colorado  School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind,  Colorado 
Springs  ; The  Western  Pennsylvania,  published  at  the  Deaf-Mute 
Institution,  Edgewood,  Pa.,  and  The  Pocky  Mountain  Leader , 
published  at  the  Montana  School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind,  Boulder, 
Mont. 

And  to  all  others  who  have  assisted  us  in  any  way,  and  have 
given  evidence  of  good  will  and  interest  in  the  Institution. 

All  the  above  are  made  in  compliance  with  instructions 
from  the  Board  of  Directors. 

H.  B.  Jacobs, 

Superintendent 
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No.  Name. 

BOYS. 

When  Admitted.  Residence. 

1 

Samuel  W.  Anderson, 

Jan.  19,  1891, 

Braddock,  Pa. 

2 

Walter  Ryan  Taylor, 

Nov.  27,  1891 , 

Claremont,  Pa. 

3 

George  Heck, 

Sept.  15,  1892, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

4 

George  Smith  Colvin, 

Jan.  3,  1893, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

5 

Edward  V.  Minich, 

Oct.  24,  1893, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

6 

Albert  Staudley  Miller, 

Oct.  26,  1893, 

Glade,  Pa. 

7 

William  F.  McNally, 

May  1,  1894, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

8 

John  H.  Dolan, 

Sept,  27,  1894, 

Sheffield,  Pa. 

9 

Orlando  Young, 

Feb.  1,  1895, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

10 

Samuel  Earl  Kephart, 

March  4,  1895, 

Connellsville,  Pa. 

11 

James  Coyle, 

June  1,  1895, 

Homestead,  Pa. 

12 

Earnest  Geo.  Scott, 

June  3,  1895, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

13 

Chas.  A Grimes, 

June  4,  1895, 

Taylorstown,  Pa. 

14 

Harry  R.  Barrows, 

Juue  6,  1895, 

Washington,  Pa. 

15 

Chas.  Homer  Gibson, 

Sept.  12,  1895, 

Harrisville,  Pa. 

16 

Harold  Guy  Nickeson, 

May  18, 1896, 

Washington,  Pa. 

17 

Merrel  Doyle, 

Sept.  2,  1896, 

Wheatland,  Pa. 

18 

Samuel  George  Rowe, 

Feb.  4,  1897, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

19 

Edward  R.  Brown, 

May  26,  1897, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

20 

Geo.  J.  Reichenberger, 

May  27,  1897, 

McKeesport,  Pa. 

21 

Cyrus  Barnes, 

Sept.  8,  1897, 

Leetsdale,  Pa. 

22 

James  S.  Wardman, 

Sept.  9,  1897, 

Hazeldell,  Pa. 

23 

Willie  Hackey, 

Sept.  9,  1897, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

24 

Oscar  Gibson, 

Sept  15,  1897, 

Harrisville,  Pa. 

25 

Robert  C.  Davidsou, 

Nov.  1,  1897, 

Federal,  Pa. 

26 

Albert  0.  Buechler, 

April  20,  1898, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

27 

John  F.  Motheral, 

May  3,  1898, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

28 

Ashley  B.  Daugheubaugh,  Sept.  15,  1898, 

Kylertown,  Pa. 

29 

Frank  A.  Shook, 

Nov.  21,  1898, 

Glenshaw,  Pa. 

30 

Grant  Crosley, 

March  31,  1899, 

Shamokin,  Pa. 

31 

Claude  Stover, 

Sept.  7,  1899, 

Grove  City,  Pa. 

32 

Christopher  Smoke, 

Sept.  11, 1899, 

Moshannon,  Pa. 

33 

Walter  E.  Downing, 

Nov.  14,  1899, 

Oil  City,  Pa. 

34 

Harold  L.  Strong, 

May  5, 1900, 

Brookville,  Pa. 

35 

Walter  R.  Oliliger, 

Sept.  10,  1900, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa 

36 

George  Newman, 

May  2,  1901, 

Allegheny.  Pa. 

37 

Clayton  John  Owens, 

May  11, 1901, 

West  Green,  Pa. 
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No.  Name.  When  Admitted.  Residence. 


38 

Merle  L.  Hurlbut, 

Sept.  10,  1901, 

East  Brady,  Pa. 

39 

Harry  A.  Dess, 

Sept.  11,  1901, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

40 

Nicholas  Kiemes, 

Sept.  11,  1901, 

Bishop,  Pa. 

41 

Charles  Jacks, 

Sept,  11,  1901, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

42 

Henry  Harty, 

Sept.  12,  1901, 

Carnegie,  Pa. 

43 

Clyde  A.  Kyser, 

Sept.  16,  1901, 

Beaver  Falls,  Pa. 

44 

Jacob  J.  Smith, 

Sept.  26,  1901, 

Erie,  Pa. 

45 

Wm.  McKinley  Chisholm, 

Noy.  21,  1901, 

Bellevue,  Pa. 

46 

Charles  H.  Myers, 

Dec.  11,  1901, 

Kecksburg,  Pa. 

47 

Edwin  Paul  Miser, 

May  7,  1902, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

48 

Thomas  A.  Patsky, 

Sept.  11,  1903, 

Altoona,  Pa. 

49 

Wesley  C.  Stevens, 

Sept.  15,  1903, 

Sharpsburg,  Pa. 

50 

Mack  Stauffer, 

Sept.  16,  1903, 

Burnside,  Pa. 

51 

Jessie  Forrester, 

Sept.  23, 1903, 

Goheenville,  Pa. 

52 

Amasa  R.  Carr, 

Nov.  18,  1803, 

Palmatier,  Pa. 

53 

John  Harney, 

Nov.  25,  1903, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

GIRLS. 

1 

Emma  H.  Craven, 

Oct.  16,  1890, 

Duff’s  P.  O.,  Pa. 

2 

Ethel  E.  Crooks, 

April  28,  1892, 

Kendall  Creek. 

3 

Olive  Gibson, 

Oct.  20,  1893, 

Harrisville,  Pa. 

4 

Agnes  May  Gilner, 

Oct.  20,  1893, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

5 

Bertha  May  Johnson, 

Oct.  23,  1893, 

Jeannette,  Pa. 

6 

Katie  Burke, 

Dec.  7, 1893, 

Altoona,  Pa. 

7 

Jane  Anna  Ferry, 

Sept.  5,  1894, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa 

8 

Jennie  S.  Snyder, 

Sept  5,  1894, 

Apollo,  Pa. 

9 

Lulu  Florence  Trainor, 

Oct.  18, 1894, 

Piolett,  Pa. 

10 

Martha  Bates, 

June  3,  1895, 

Sharpsburg,  Pa. 

11 

Edith  McC.  Smith, 

Nov.  4,  1895, 

Paulton,  Pa. 

12 

Margaret  O Castor, 

Feb.  24, 1896, 

West  Liberty,  Pa 

13 

Hazel  Keefer, 

May  2,  1896, 

Beaver  Falls,  Pa. 

14 

Pearl  Keefer, 

May  2,  1896, 

Beaver  Falls,  Pa. 

15 

Mary  C.  Hayes, 

May  28, 1896, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

16 

May  Levy, 

Sept.  14,  1896, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

17 

Kathleen  A.  Tragesser, 

April  20,  1897, 

McKeesport,  Pa. 

18 

Viola  Edna  Suter, 

May  11,  1897, 

Mt.  Pleasant,  Pa. 

19 

Florence  McHenry, 

Sept  21,  1897, 

Homestead,  Pa. 

20 

Elsie  May  Vath, 

Oct.  8,  1897, 

Sandy  Lake,  Pa. 

21 

May  Porter, 

Oct.  27,  1897, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

22 

Margaret  Shipley, 

Nov.  13,  1897, 

Farmington,  Pa. 

23 

Ethel  Florence  Boyer, 

Jan.  13,  1898, 

Harmony,  Pa. 

24 

Martha  Hecht, 

April  30,  1898, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

25 

Maggie  Winklevoss, 

Sept.  27,  1898, 

Duquesne,  Pa. 

26 

Bertha  Ubry, 

Nov.  26,  1898, 

Brush  Creek.  Pa. 

27 

Josephine  Brener, 

April  24,  1899, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

28 

Daisy  Reynolds, 

Dec.  27,  1899, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

29 

Lena  L.  Conaty, 

Sept.  5,  1900, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
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Residence. 

30 

Elizabeth  Goodman, 

Sept.  10,  1900, 

Rankin  Station. 

31 

Autumn  S.  Drake, 

Sept.  15,1900, 

Little  Cooley,  Pa. 

32 

Ida  L.  Flesher, 

Oct.  4,  1900, 

Alverton,  Pa. 

33 

Iva  A.  Beighley, 

Oct.  5,  1900, 

Utica,  Pa. 

34 

Margie  L.  Stewart, 

Jan.  22,  1901, 

Rimersburg,  Pa. 

35 

Margaret  McGuirk, 

Sep.  11,  1901, 

Johnstown,  Pa. 

36 

Lucinda  E.  McKee, 

Sept.  11,  1901, 

Sharpsburg,  Pa. 

37 

Bose  Cunningham, 

Oct.  7,  1901 

Alverton,  Pa. 

38 

Gladys  Gertrude  Gill, 

Feb.  20.  1902, 

Meadville,  Pa. 

39 

Bessie  A.  Thomas, 

May  20,  1902, 

Hyndman,  Pa. 

40 

Marie  C.  Roth, 

Sept.  15,  1902, 

Pittsburgh,  Ps. 

41 

Mattel  M.  Davis, 

Sept.  16,  1903, 

Butler,  Pa. 

42 

Helen  L.  Walters, 

Mar.  11,  1903, 

Pittsburgh.  Pa. 

%mt tal  Information. 


The  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  tor  the  Blind  is 
a school  of  learning,  established  for  the  special  benefit  of  the 
blind  youth  in  the  western  part  of  the  State.  It  is  in  no 
sense  a home  or  a retreat,  as  many  suppose,  for  aged  or  in- 
firm blind  people ; nor  is  it  a hospital  for  the  treatment  of 
diseases  of  the  eye,  but  it  is  strictly  educational  in  all  its  in- 
terests. It  is  the  aim  and  purpose  of  this  Institution  to  give 
the  blind  youth  of  this  section  of  the  State  a liberal  educa- 
tion, and,  in  addition,  give  them  such  training  in  the  art  of 
music  and  instruction  in  industrial  pursuits  as  will  aid  them 
to  become  independent  and  useful  members  of  society. 

The  Institution  is  located  in  one  of  the  most  desirable 
parts  of  the  city  of  Pittsburg.  Indeed,  it  would  be  difficult 
to  select,  in  or  about  this  city,  a more  beautiful,  healthful  or 
convenient  site  for  this  school  than  the  grounds  on  which  it 
is  situated.  The  buildings  are  light,  airy,  commodious  and 
cheerful,  and  supplied  with  modern  conveniences.  They 
overlook  the  noted  Schenley  Park,  and  are  only  a few  squares 
distant  from  the  new  Pittsburg  Carnegie  Library.  The  lo- 
cation of  the  Institution  affords  the  inmates  the  advantages 
and  privileges  of  a city  life,  with  the  quiet  of  a country 
home. 

The  Institution  fronts  on  Bayard  street,  while  Bellefield 
avenue  extends  the  full  length  of  the  grounds  on  the  east. 
It  can  be  reached  from  almost  any  part  of  the  city  by  electric 
cars.  Three  different  lines  of  cars — the  Fifth  avenue  line, 
the  Forbes  street,  Bloomfield  and  Negley  avenue  lines,  and 
the  Centre  avenue  and  East  Liberty  line,  each,  in  a different 
direction  from  the  Institution,  passes  within  two  squares  of  it. 
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The  Institution  is  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the 
State,  and  pupils  who  are  unable  to  pay  for  their  tuition  or 
contribute  anything  towards  their  support,  are  given  the  full 
benefit  and  privileges  of  the  school  free  of  charge.  All  are 
accorded  the  same  advantages  and  opportunities. 

Pupils  are  admitted  at  any  time  during  the  term,  and 
placed  in  classes  and  at  the  work  best  suited  to  their  condi- 
tion and  degree  of  mental  development. 

Parents  and  guardians  are  required  to  supply  their  chil- 
dren with  good,  comfortable  clothing  of  sufficient  quantity  to 
admit  of  the  necessary  changes  for  washing  and  mending,  and 
to  defray  their  traveling  and  other  incidental  expenses.  All 
articles  of  clothing  should  be  carefully  marked  with  indelible 
ink  before  they  are  sent  to  the  Institution. 

Letters  are  written  once  a month,  or  oftener,  if  neces- 
sary, for  those  who  cannot  write  for  themselves;  and,  in  case 
of  the  serious  sickness  of  a pupil,  the  parents  or  guardian 
will  be  informed  of  the  fact  immediately  by  letter  or  tele- 
gram. It  is  the  desire  of  the  management  that  the  parents 
and  friends  of  the  pupils  shall  be  kept  well  informed  as  to 
their  condition  and  progress. 

Letters  and  packages  for  the  pupils  should  have  written 
on  them,  besides  the  name  of  the  pupil  addressed,  the  words 
Institution  for  the  Blind,  Bellefield  avenue,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  to 
insure  prompt  delivery. 

The  use  of  tobacco  in  any  form  is  strictly  forbidden, 
and  no  one  using  it,  and  no  one  of  confirmed  immoral  habits, 
will  be  received  into  the  school. 

All  pupils  must  be  removed  from  the  Institution  at  the 
close  of  each  school  term  by  those  who  are  responsible  for 
their  care,  and  at  any  other  time,  should  necessity  require  it; 
upon  due  notice  being  served. 
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Parents  or  friends  visiting  any  of  the  pupils,  or  sojourn- 
ing in  the  city,  cannot  be  entertained  at  the  Institution. 

A parent  or  guardian  who  is  contemplating  the  placing 
of  a blind  child  in  this  Institution,  should  at  once  open  cor- 
respondence relative  thereto  with  the  Superintendent. 

Blank  forms  of  application  for  admission  will  be  fur- 
nished at  any  time  by  the  Superintendent,  and  no  pupil  will 
be  admitted  to  the  school  until  such  application  has  been  re- 
turned, with  the  questions  which  it  contains  satisfactorily 
answered,  and  it  has  been  submitted  to  and  approved  by  the 
Board  of  Directors. 

Information  concerning  the  character  and  purpose  of  the 
Institution  and  of  the  work  being  done,  will  be  cheerfully 
given  ; and  all  inquiries  about  the  steps  to  be  taken  to  pro- 
cure the  admission  of  pupils,  or  about  the  management  of 
the  school,  will  be  promptly  answered,  by  addressing  the 
undersigned. 

H.  B.  Jacobs, 

Superintendent. 


tBy-Canis 

FOR  THE 

Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind. 


Made  and  adopted  by  the  members  of  the  Corpora- 
tion, at  a general  meeting  called  for  that  purpose,  and 
held,  March  17th,  1887,  with  such  amendments  as  have 
been  made  at  various  meetings  of  the  Corporation,  includ- 
ing the  annual  meeting  held  May  14th,  1888,  and  at  the 
Directors’  meetings. 

BUSINESS. 

1.  The  business  of  this  Corporation  shall  be  man- 
aged and  conducted  by  a President,  two  Vice-Presidents, 
a Board  of  Directors,  a Clerk  or  Secretary,  a Treasurer, 
and  such  other  Officers,  Agents  and  Committees  as  may 
be  appointed  from  time  to  time  by  the  Directors. 

DIRECTORS. 

2.  The  Directors  shall  be  chosen  annually  by  the 
members  of  the  Corporation,  and  shall  hold  their  offices 
until  others  are  chosen  and  qualified  in  their  stead. 

The  Directors  shall  be  divided  into  three  classes,  and 
three  of  them  shall  be  elected  for  a term  of  one  year,  three 
for  a term  of  two  years,  and  three  for  a term  of  three  years, 
respective^ ; and,  at  all  ensuing  elections  of  said  Corpora- 
tion, the  Corporation  shall  only  elect  the  number  of 
Directors  necessary  to  take  the  places  of  those  whose  terms 
of  office  shall  then  expire,  and  such  Directors  shall  then 
be  chosen  for  a term  of  three  years. 

ANNUAL  MEETING. 

3.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation  for  the 
election  of  Directors  and  the  transaction  of  other  business, 
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shall  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  May  in  each  year 
succeeding  the  present,  in  the  City  of  Pittsburg.  Special 
meetings  of  the  members  of  the  Corporation  may  be  called 
by  the  Directors  when  necessary.  Notice  of  all  annual 
meetings  shall  be  published  in  one  newspaper,  in  the  City 
of  Pittsburg,  at  least  five  days  prior  to  any  such  meeting. 

SECRETARY. 

4.  The  Clerk  or  Secretary  shall  record  all  the  votes 
of  the  Corporation,  and  the  minutes  of  all  meetings  of  the 
Incorporators,  and,  also,  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  in  a 
book  kept  for  that  purpose. 

TREASURER. 

5.  The  Treasurer  shall  give  bond  in  the  sum  of 
$5,000,  with  such  securities  as  the  Directors  may  require, 
for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties ; and  he  shall  keep 
the  moneys  of  the  Corporation  in  a separate  account,  and 
report  to  the  Directors  whenever  required.  He  shall  pav 
all  warrants  drawn  by  the  Executive  Committee,  and  coun- 
tersigned by  the  Secretary. 

PRESIDENT. 

6.  The  President,  or  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents, 
shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Directors  and  at  meet- 
ings of  the  members  of  the  Corporation,  and  shall  have 
and  exercise  all  the  powers  which  ordinarily  belong  to  the 
presiding  officer  of  representative  bodies. 

QUORUM. 

7.  A majority  of  the  members  of  the  Corporation, 
who  are  present  at  any  regularly  called  meeting,  shall  be 
competent  to  transact  business.  Members  may  attend  in 
person  or  by  proxy. 

POWER  OF  DIRECTORS. 

8.  The  Directors  shall  have  power  to  fill  all  vacan- 
cies in  the  Board,  which  may  happen  by  death,  resignation 
or  otherwise. 
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9.  The  Directors  shall  have  power  to  make  and 
enforce  all  such  rules  and  orders  as  they  may  deem  reason- 
able or  necessary  for  the  management  of  the  affairs  and 
business  of  the  Corporation,  and  for  the  government  of  its 
agents  and  employes. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

10.  In  addition  to  the  Corporators  named  in  the 
Charter,  members  may  he  admitted  by  the  Corporators 
upon  the  following  terms : Contributors  of  sums  of  money 
or  other  property  to  the  value  of  $500,  may  be  elected  to 
life  membership ; and  annual  contributors  of  not  less  than 
$50,  may  be  elected  to  membership,  but,  in  the  latter  case, 
such  membership  shall  terminate  upon  default  of  such 
annual  contribution.  All  members  of  the  Corporation 
shall  during  the  period  of  their  membership  be  entitled  to 
vote  at  all  general  meetings  of  the  Corporators. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

11.  The  President  shall,  at  the  organization  of  the 
Board  each  year,  appoint  an  Executive  Committee  consist- 
ing of  three  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  who  shall 
examine  and  approve  all  bills,  and  when  found  in  order, 
issue  warrants  on  the  Treasurer  for  the  payment  of  the 
same.  All  bills  must  be  approved  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, and  every  warrant  drawn  on  the  Treasurer  must 
be  signed  by  the  Chairman  of  that  Committee. 

12.  The  President  shall  appoint  an  Auditing  Com- 
mittee of  three  members,  who  shall  annually  audit  the 
accounts  of  the  Secretary,  Treasurer,  or  other  officers,  and 
make  report  thereof  to  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  also  to 
the  Corporators. 

AMENDMENTS. 

13.  These  By-Laws  may  be  altered  or  amended  by  a 
two-thirds  vote  of  those  present,  at  any  regular  meeting  of 
the  Directors,  provided  due  notice  has  been  given  at  a 
previous  meeting,  and  not  otherwise. 
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14.  At  the  reorganization  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
each  year,  the  President  shall  divide  the  members  into 
committees  of  two  members  each,  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
in  course,  month  by  month,  as  individually  appointed,  to 
spend  a part  of  one  day  at  the  Institution,  inspect  the 
buildings,  visit  the  class  rooms,  consult  with  the  Super- 
intendent as  to  the  interests  of  the  school,  and  report  to 
the  Board  at  its  next  monthly  meeting. 

By  action  ot  the  Board  of  Directors,  the  word  “three” 
has  been  stricken  from  the  third  line  of  Article  1 1 , and 
the  word  “ five  ” inserted. 
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ARCHIBALD  M.  MARSHALL, 

Was  a charter  member  of  the  Corporation  and  presided  over  its  first  meeting, 
was  the  first  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  which  position 
he  continued  to  hold  until  his  death,  April  28th,  1897. 


WESTERN  PENNSYLVANIA  INSTITUTION 
FOR  THE  BLIND. 


Proceedings  of  the  Annual 
Meeting  of  the 

Incorporators  and  Life  Members. 


Pittsburg,  Pa.,  May  2,  1904. 

The  seventeenth  annual  meeting  of  the  Incorporators 
and  Life  Members  of  the  organization,  duly  called  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  By-Laws,  was  held  at  the  Institution  this 
— Monday — afternoon,  at  3 130  o'clock. 

The  members  present  were  Col.  J.  M.  Schoonmaker, 
Hon.  H.  Kirke  Porter,  Messrs.  Otis  H.  Childs,  Chas.  F. 
Dean  and  O.  M.  Edwards,  Directors;  and  H.  B.  Jacobs, 
Superintendent ; and  those  represented  by  proxies  were  Mrs. 
Mary  Thaw  Thompson,  Rev.  J.  T.  McCrory,  D.D.,  Mr. 
Ben}.  Thaw,  Maj.  A.  M.  Brown,  Mr.  John  B.  Jackson,  Mr. 
F.  H.  Lloyd  and  Mr.  Samuel  I.  S.  Brown. 

On  motion  offered  by  Col.  Schoonmaker,  the  meeting 
was  organized  by  naming  Mr.  Otis  H.  Childs  as  President 
and  Mr.  O.  M.  Edwards  as  Secretary. 

On  taking  the  chair,  Mr.  Childs  requested  that  before 
proceeding  with  the  business  of  the  meeting,  prayer  be 
offered  by  Mr.  Porter. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  Corpora- 
tion were  then  read,  and,  on  motion,  approved. 

The  Secretary  submitted  a copy  of  a notice  of  the  meet- 
ing which,  in  compliance  with  the  By-Laws,  had  been  pub- 
lished in  the  Pittsburgh  Daily  Dispatch,  in  three  different 
issues  of  (he  paper,  namely,  April  26th,  28th  and  30th 
ultimo,  and  stated  that  a copy  of  a circular  notice  of  the 
meeting  had  been  sent  by  mail  to  every  member  of  the 
Corporation. 

The  chair  then  called  for  the  annual  reports  of  the 
officers  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  when  Col.  Schoonmaker 
arose  and  said:  “As  it  has  pleased  God  in  his  Providence  to 
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take  from  us  but  recently  our  beloved  President  of  the 
Board  of  Directors,  Dr.  John  G.  Brown,  and  as  no  one  has 
yet  been  selected  to  fill  his  place,  I presume  it  is  incumbent 
upon  me  to  prepare  the  annual  report  of  the  Directors,  but 
I am  forced  to  say  I have  not  yet  had  time  to  do  so.” 
Whereupon,  on  motion,  Col.  Schoonmaker  was  given  time 
to  prepare  the  report  of  the  Directors  to  be  printed  with  the 
other  documents  submitted  at  this  meeting. 

The  Treasurer,  Mr.  Chas.  F.  Dean,  then  submitted  his 
17th  annual  report  of  the  finances  of  the  Institution.  It  ex- 
hibits in  detail  the  receipts  and  disbursements  for  the  year, 
and  shows  a balance  to  the  credit  of  the  Institution  in  bank. 

On  motion  offered  by  Col.  Schoonmaker,  the  report  was 
received  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  together  with  the  report 
of  the  Auditing  Committee  when  made. 

Mr.  Dean  asked  permission  to  prepare  also  a separate 
report  of  special  funds  set  apart  by  the  Board  of  Directors, 
as  an  “Emergency  Fund,”  to  be  submitted  to  the  Auditing 
Committee  for  examination,  and  when  approved,  to  be  print- 
ed in  connection  with  his  other  report.  The  request  was 
granted. 

The  Superintendent  then  read  his  report  of  the  opera- 
tions and  condition  of  the  school  for  the  year  just  closed, 
which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Edwards,  seconded  by  Mr.  Dean, 
was  received,  ordered  placed  on  file  and  to'  be  printed  with 
the  other  accompanying  documents. 

The  President  then  announced  that  the  terms  of  Dr. 
J.  A.  Lippincott,  Wm,  L.  Abbott  and  O.  M.  Edwards,  as 
Directors  of  the  Institution,  expire  on  this  date ; also*,  that 
a vacancy  exists  in  the  membership  of  the  Board  on  account 
of  the  death  of  Dr.  Brown,  and  asked  the  pleasure  of  the 
meeting  regarding  the  matter. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  proceed  at  once  to  the  elec- 
tion of  three  Directors  to  succeed  those  whose  terms  are 
about  to  expire. 

Nominations  being  called  for,  Col.  Schoonmaker  arose 
and  placed  in  nomination  the  three  gentlemen  just  named  to 
succeed  themselves.  There  being  no  other  names  mention- 
ed, on  motion  offered  by  Mr.  Porter,  the  nominations  were 
closed. 
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By  unanimous  consent,  the  Secretary  was  instructed 
to  cast  the  ballot  of  the  Corporation  for  the  gentlemen 
nominated.  He,  accordingly,  announced  that  Dr.  J.  A.  Lip- 
pincott  and  Messrs.  Wm.  L.  Abbott  and  O.  M.  Edwards 
had  received  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  members  present 
and  the  proxies  submitted ; and  thereupon,  the  chair  de- 
clared them  duly  elected  Directors  of  the  Institution  for  the 
ensuing  three  years. 

. Mr.  II.  K.  Porter  -then  placed  in  nomination  Mr. 
Chas.  L.  Taylor,  as  a Director  vice  Dr.  J.  G.  Brown 
deceased.  The  nomination  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Edwards, 
and  by  vote,  Mr.  Taylor  was  unanimously  elected  to  fill  the 
vacancy  in  the  Board  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Dr.  Brown. 

The  Superintendent  was  instructed  to  compile  and  have 
printed  in  pamphlet  form,  at  as  early  a date  as  convenient, 
1,000  copies  of  the  Annual  Report.  He  was  also  instructed 
to  make  proper  acknowledgment  in  the  report  of  all  do- 
nations received,  and  of  all  other  favors  shown  by  friends 
of  the  Institution  during  the  past  year. 

On  motion  offered  by  Col.  Schoonmaker,  Messrs.  Wm. 
L.  Abbott  and  Otis  H.  Childs  were  appointed  a committee 
to  audit  the  Treasurer’s  reports. 

A tribute  to  the  memory  of  Dr.  Brown,  late  President 
of  the  Boajjd  of  Directors,  was  then  read  by  the  Superin- 
tendent. It  was  unanimously  adopted  as  an  expression  of 
the  feeling  of  the  members  of  the  Corporation  and  the  Di- 
rectors and  of  their  high  regard  for  our  departed  friend  and 
co-worker  and  their  appreciation  of  his  character  and  ser- 
vices. The  Superintendent  was  instructed  to  have  this 
memorial  published  in  two  of  the  daily  papers  of  this  city, 
and  to  have  it  also  appear  with  the  published  proceedings 
of  this  meeting.  [It  will  be  found  on  another  page  of  this 
report.] 

On  motion  the  meeting  was  then  adjourned. 

O.  M.  Edwards, 

Secretary. 
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The  Report  of  the  Directors. 


Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind. 


Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  May  2d,  1904. 

To  the  Incorporators  and  Life  Members  of  the  Institution: 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen — As  it  has  pleased  God  in 
his  inscrutable  wisdom  to  remove  from  our  midst  within  the 
past  two  months  our  venerable  and  revered  President,  Rev. 
Dr.  John  G.  Brown,  it  falls  to  my  lot,  as  Vice-President,  to 
present  to  you  the  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  this  Institution. 

I must  confess  at  the  beginning  that  I would  gladly 
be  spared  this  duty,  and  enter  upon  the  performance  of  it 
with  much  hesitancy  and  many  misgivings.  For,  when  I 
review  the  past  and  consider  the  illustrious  line  of  Presidents 
of  our  Board — Mr.  Archibald  M,  Marshall,  Col.  Wm.  A. 
Herron  and  Dr.  John  G.  Brown — each  of  whom,  in  his 
turn,  so  ably  and  fully  presented  to  you,  at  your  annual 
meetings,  the  work,  condition  and  needs  of  this  school  in 
detail,  I cannot  help  but  feel  that  anything  I may  say  along 
this  line  will  appear,  by  comparison,  incomplete  and  unsatis- 
factory. 

7'he  news  of  the  death  of  Dr.  Brown  came  to  us  as  a 
great  shock  and  produced  profound  sorrow.  While  we  all 
knew  that  the  weight  of  his  four  score  years  was  beginning 
to  bear  ujiun  him,  still  his  mind  remained  unimpaired,  he 
seemingly  had  full  possession  of  all  his  faculties  and  ex- 
hibited considerable  physical  vigor,  so  that  we  were  really 
unprepared  to  receive  the  news  of  his  demise,  which  occur- 
red so  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  on  Friday  morning,  the 
4th  day  of  March  last,  at  the  home  of  his  daughter,  on 
South  Highland  Avenue  in  this  city. 

Dr.  Brown’s  services  in  behalf  of  this  Institution  were 
invaluable,  and  his  death  is  a distinct  loss  to  it.  He  was 
closely  identified  with  the  enterprise  from  the  beginning. 


COL.  WILLIAM  A.  HERRON, 

Was  a charter  member  of  the  Corporation,  was  First  Vice-President  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  from  the  organization  until  May,  1897, 
when  he  was  elected  President  of  the  Board,  which 
position  he  held  at  his  death,  May 
6th,  1900. 
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and  freely  gave  of  his  time,  thought  and  energy  to  promote 
all  its  interests ; and  much  of  its  success  is  due  to  his 
forethought,  good  judgment  and  wise  counsel.  By  disposi- 
tion, training  and  experience,  he  seemed  to  be  fitted  especial- 
ly for  benevolent  work  of  this  kind,  in  which  he  engaged 
with,  a cheerfulness  and  devotion  that  inspired  admiration, 
this  chief  desire  seemed  to  be  to  do  what  he  could  to  allevi- 
ate the  condition  of  the  unfortunate,  especially  of  the  deaf- 
mutes  and  the  blind. 

In  the  meetings  of  the  Board,  Dr.  Brown  was  always 
courteous,  affable  and  kind  to  his  associates ; and,  while  he 
had  the  courage  of  his  convictions,  he  was  considerate,  in- 
dulgent and  patient  with  all  who  differed  from  him,  always 
being  willing  to  make  any  honorable  sacrifice  and  to  sub- 
ordinate self  for  the  good  of  the  work  in  which  we  are  en- 
gaged. His  eminent  service,  his  high  sense  of  honor  and 
integrity,  and  his  devout  Christian  character,  were  recog- 
nized and  felt  by  all  of  us. 

But  he  has  passed  from  us.  We  can  only  now  cherish 
him  memory  and  strive  to  profit  by  his  noble  example.  His 
place  will  be  difficult  to  fill  in  our  Board  of  Directors.  Dr. 
Brown  has  gone  to  his  grave  honored  and  beloved  by  all 
who  knew  him,  and  as  a tribute  to  his  memory  and  the 
most  fitting  manner  of  expressing  our  esteem  for  our  de- 
parted friend  and  associate,  and  as  evidence  of  our  apprecia- 
tion of  his  valuable  service  and  his  uprightness  as  a man,  the 
Board  has  prepared  a minute  which  will  be  submitted  dur- 
ing this  meeting  for  your  approval. 


It  is  with  pleasure  we  are  able  to  state  at  the  close  of 
the  year  under  review  that  we  find  the  Institution  in  a very 
satisfactory  and  progressive  condition.  The  work  of  in- 
struction in  all  the  departments  of  the  school  has  been  con- 
ducted with  the  utmost  care  and  diligence.  It  has  been 
made  as  practicable  and  useful  to  the  pupils  as  possible,  and 
the  exceptionally  good  record  achieved,  is  a source  of  much 
satisfaction  to  your  Directors. 
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We  have  endeavored  to  take  a broad  and  liberal  view 
of  the  work  to  be  accomplished  by  this  school,  and  have 
tried  to  study  the  condition,  needs  and  possibilities  of  use- 
fulness of  those  committed  to  our  care ; and  we  have  direct- 
ed the  management  of  its  affairs  with  a view  to 
meet  the  necessary  requirements  in  the  most  suc- 
cessful manner.  For  obvious  reasons,  the  education  of  the 
blind,  in  the  fullest  sense,  is  a very  peculiar  and  delicate 
work,  and  requires  the  greatest  care,  judgment  and  pa- 
tience on  the  part  of  those  who  have  this  duty  to  perform. 
Indeed,  it  seems  that  much  self-denial  and  the  highest  teach- 
ing talent  are  required  here,  in  order  to  develop  and  culti- 
vate all  the  powers  of  all  these  students,  and  prepare  them 
for  their  rightful  position  in  society ; and  those  who  devote 
themselves  to  this  task  are  deserving  the  highest  praise. 

It  has  been  our  aim  to  have  this  Institution  fill,  in  the 
fullest  measure,  the  mission  for  which  it  was  established, 
that  is,  the  providing  of  proper  educational  advantages  for 
the  blind  children  and  youth  in  the  western  part  of  our 
Commonwealth,  and  to  this  end,  we  have  been  quite  liberal 
in  our  requirements  for  admission.  While  we  have  readily 
admitted  all  who  have  come  to  us,  of  proper  school  age  and 
capable  of  pursuing  the  course  of  studies  and  employments 
prescribed  for  the  school,  we  have  also  admitted  some  who 
might  be  regarded  as  deficient  in  their  endowments,  and 
others  who  had  reached  adult  age ; the  former,  because 
there  is  no  other  place  in  the  State  where  they  could,  or 
would,  receive  the  least  degree  of  training  and  be  given  an 
opportunity  to  test  their  capacity  for  learning;  and  the  lat- 
ter, to  enable  them  to  learn  a trade,  by  which  they  may  be 
able  to1  earn  a living,  or  at  least  assist  in  doing  so. 

We  refer  to  this  course  of  management  with  much  sat- 
isfaction, for,  in  looking  closely  into  the  operations  of  the 
Institution,  we  cannot  fail  to  observe  that  all  who  have  come 
under  its  training  have  been  greatly  benefited,  and  we  feel 
that  the  presentation  of  these  facts  will  not  only  prove  a 
source  of  much  gratification  to  the  Corporators,  but  also  to 
all  who  are  interested  in  the  work  and  success  of  the  enter- 
prise. Truly,  this  school  is  not  only  proving  to  be  of  the 
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greatest  benefit  directly  to  the  pupils  themselves,  but  also  to 
the  families  to  which  they  belong  and  to  the  communities  in 
which  they  have  their  homes ; and  thus,  it  is  filling  an  im- 
portant need  in  this  part  of  our  State. 

The  health  of  the  school,  indeed  of  the  whole 

household,  as  shown  by  the  Superintendent’s  report 

to  the  Directors,  during  the  past  year,  was  excel- 

lent, a condition  for  which  we  are  profoundly  thank- 
ful. It  is  not  only  proof  of  the  good  sanitary  condi- 

tion of  the  buildings  and  surroundings,  but  it  also  speaks 
well  for  the  watchful  care  of  the  management. 

The  Directors  were  deeply  saddened  upon  the  receipt 
of  the  news  of  the  death  of  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Schenley,  which 
occurred  at  her  home  in  London,  England,  on  the  4th  day 
of  November  last ; and  at  the  first  regular  meeting  there- 
after, the  following  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted,  and 
it  was  ordered  that  a copy  be  properly  engrossed  and  sent 
to  the  relatives  of  the  deceased,  with  the  sincere  sympathy 
and  highest  regards  of  the  Board : 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  learn  with  profound  re- 
gret of  the  death  of  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Schenley,  through  whose  gener- 
osity in  giving  this  Institution  five  acres  of  valuable  property  in  the 
central  part  of  our  city,  made  possible  the  erection  of  our  present 
buildings  and  the  establishment  of  an  educational  home  for  blind 
children,  far  reaching  in  its  usefulness  and  beneficial  to  the  western 
portion  of  our  State. 

The  Board  desires  to  make  formal  acknowledgment 
of  the  receipt  last  fall  of  a check  from  William  H.  Hays, 
Esq.,  executor  of  the  estate  of  the  late  Charles  Hays,  for 
$952.50.  which  represented  a bequest  fi>  the  Institution  of 
$1,000  less  $47.50,  collateral  inheritance  tax.  This  came  to 
us  as  a pleasant  surprise  and  was  fully  appreciated,  for  it 
showed  that  Mr.  Hays,  in  his  lifetime,  recognized  the  good 
work  of  the  Institution. 

The  finances  of  the  Institution  have  been  carefully 
managed  and  its  business  affairs  have  been  well  conduct- 
ed. While  the  necessary  repairs  have  been  made  promptly 
as  demanded,  and  all  needs  of  the  establishment  for  the  care 
and  comfort  of  the  pupils  have  been  well  supplied,  the  cur- 
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rent  expenses  for  the  year  have  not  exceeded  our  income  for 
support.  We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  state  that  there  are  now 
no  obligations  against  the  organization  outstanding,  and  the 
Treasurer's  report  shows  a comfortable  balance  to  our 
credit  in  bank. 

During  the  last  summer  vacation  of  the  school,  the 
walls  of  the  building  surrounding  the  courts,  which  were 
built  of  rough-faced,  red  brick  and  were  unsightly  in  ap- 
pearance, in  comparison  with  the  other  parts  of  the  build- 
ing, were  painted  with  three  good  coats  of  oil  and  lead 
paint  in  color  similar  to  the  outside  walls.  The  wood 
work  of  all  the  windows  opening  into  the  courts,  were  also 
painted.  The  Board  had  this  improvement  in  contempla- 
tion for  some  time,  but  deferred  it  until  we  had  an  appropri- 
ation sufficient  to  meet  the  expenses.  The  material  was  fur- 
nished by  us,  but  the  labor  was  done  by  contract. 

The  walls  and  ceilings  of  the  corridors  on  the  first  floor 
of  the  building  and  the  pupils’  large  dining-room,  were 
also-  painted  with  two  good  coats  of  paint  of  pleasing  color, 
which  has  given  them  a fresh  and  attractive  appearance. 
Numerous  other  improvements  of  a minor  character  were 
made  during  the  year,  with  a view  to  keeping  the  property 
in  good  repair  and  attractive. 

There  are  several  important  additions  to  the  work  of 
the  Institution  which  the  Directors  have  had  under  con- 
sideration for  some  time,  and  which  they  would  be  glad  to 
make — namely,  (i)  the  erection  of  a separate  building,  well 
equipped,  in  which  to  carry  on  the  Industrial  training  of 
the  boys;  (2)  a separate  building  for  the  younger  children 
of  the  school,  in  which  to  conduct,  in  an  improved  manner, 
a kindergarten,  and  (3)  a gymnasium  for  the  proper  and 
healthful  exercise  of  all  our  students.  Really,  the  blind  are 
more  in  need  of  such  healthful  exercise  than  any 
other  class  of  children.  But,  for  obvious  reasons,  principal- 
ly for  lack  of  the  necessary  funds,  we  have  not  been  able 
to  carrv  out  our  plans  in  this  regard.  These  matters  have 
been  referred  to  in  former  annual  reports  submitted  to  you, 
but  I take  occasion  to  mention  them  again,  to  assure 
you  that  the  Directors  have  not  forgotten  them  and  are  not 
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unmindful  of  the  actual  needs  of  the  school.  These  ad- 
ditions to  our  system  of  operation  are  really  necessary  to 
give  completion  and  efficiency  to  the  whole  organization. 

We  feel  that  we  can  safely  say  that  at  no  time  has  the 
Institution  been  in  a better  condition  than  at  the  close  of 
this  year.  It  is  doing  a great  benevolent  work  in  our 
midst.  Notwithstanding  the  many  difficulties  a new  organ- 
ization of  this  kind  usually  has  to  encounter  before  it  is 
firmly  established,  this  one  has  grown  in  importance  and 
usefulness  from  the  beginning,  and  I take  occasion  here 
to  congratulate  the  Coroporation  on  our  success. 

Feeling  grateful,  then,  for  the  results  of  the  past,  and 
looking  forward  to  still  greater  achievements  in  the  future, 
this  report  is 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  M.  SCHOOX MAKER, 
Vice-President. 
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Seventeenth  Annual  Report 
of  C.  F.  Dean,  Treasurer 
of  the 

Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind, 
For  the  Year  ending  April  30th,  1904. 


Receipts. 


Balance  on  hand,  May  1st,  1903 

From  State  Treasurer,  Maintenance $22,223  94 

Repairs 501  50 

“ Sale  of  Brooms 1,625  18 

Legacy,  Estate  of  Chas.  H.  Hays.  . . . 952  50 

“ Interest . 180  00 

Rent 283  10 

Contributions : 

J.  M.  Keefer $20  00 

Edwin  Miser 10  00 

N.  L.  Strong 50  00 

Mrs.  Melina  W.  Roth 30  00  no  00 


$ 4,491  90 


25,876  22 


$30,368  12 


Disbursements. 


Salaries $ 7,907  92 

Wages  of  Employes 3,410  08 

Supplies 7,171  65 

Light  and  Heat 1,708  03 

Insurance 1,372  00 

Repairs  and  Furniture 501  50 

Sundry  Expenses. 367  41 

22,438  59 


Balance  on  Hand,  April  30th,  1904 7, 929  53 


$30,368  12 


Union  National  Bank  of  Pittsburg, 

April  30th,  1904. 

This  is  to  certify  that,  as  shown  in  the  above  account,  the  sum 
of  $7,929.53  stands  upon  the  books  of  this  bank,  at  this  date,  to  the 
credit  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind. 

Geo.  M.  Paden,  Assistant  Cashier. 
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Second  Annual  Report 

of 

Special  Fund, 

May  1st,  1904. 


Balance  of  money  from  sale  of- 42c!  Street  property $ 700  00 

Received  from  Estate  of  Mrs.  M.  A.  Howe 462  50 

Interest  received  on  Bank  Account 38  29 


$1,200  79 

Guarantee  Title  & Trust  Co., 

Pittsburgh,  May  2d,  1904. 

This  is  to  certify  that,  as  shown  in  the  above  report,  there  stands 
upon  the  books  of  this  Company,  at  this  date,  the  sum  of  $1,200.79, 
to  the  credit  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind. 

Guarantee  Title  & Trust  Co., 

J.  T.  Wachob,  Treasurer. 

The  above  accounts  have  been  examined,  and  found  to  be  cor- 
rect. Wm.  L.  Abbott, 

Otis  H.  Childs, 
Auditing  Committee. 


in  iUrnuiriam. 


The  following  tribute  to  the  memory  of  Rev.  John  G. 
Brown.,  D.D.,  was  prepared  by  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
tins  Institution  and  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Corpora- 
tors at  their  Annual  Meeting: 

In  the  Providence  of  God,  the  Corporators  and  the 
Directors  of  this  Institution  are  called  upon  to  mourn  the 
loss  of  one  of  their  most  valued  and  efficient  members. 

On  the  morning  of  Friday,  the  4th  day  of  March  last, 
Rev.  John  G.  Brown,  D.D.,  our  beloved  and  revered  Pres- 
ident, fell  quietly  asleep — passed  peacefully  into  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  “Higher  Life,”  and  we  desire  to  place  on  record 
our  high  appreciation  of  his  worth  as  a man,  of  his  valu- 
able services  as  a member  of  this  Board,  and  as  a wise,  al- 
ways ready  and  always  willing  counselor. 

Dr.  Brown  was  known  in  this  whole  community,  where 
he  spent  his  life  and  where  he  is  held  in  tender  remem- 
brance by  the  members  of  most  of  our  leading  families,  as  a 
man  of  upright  and  unimpeachable  character ; of  philan- 
thropic impulses  and  true  benevolence ; of  broad  and  lib- 
eral views  on  public  questions,  and  of  fairness,  considera- 
tion and  gentleness  in  all  his  relations  with  his  fellow-men, 
all  controlled  and  directed  by  the  deepest  and  most  positive 
religious  convictions  and  devotion  of  spirit. 

From  its  very  inception,  Dr.  Brown  was  active  in  the 
movement  that  resulted  in  the  establishment  of  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind.  He  was  one  of  the 
Corporators,  and  the  records  show  that  he  was  present  at 
the  very  first  meeting  of  gentlemen,  held  November  23rd, 
1886,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  advisability  of  es- 
tablishing an  Institution  for  the  Blind  in  this  city,  and  to 
make  available  the  becpiest  of  Miss  Jane  Holmes  for  that 
purpose.  Indeed,  the  supposition  is  strongly  entertained, 


REV.  JOHN  G.  BROWN,  D.D., 

Was  a charter  member  of  the  Corporation;  a Vice-President  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  from  May,  1890,  to  May,  1900,  when  he  became 
President  of  the  Board,  which  position  he  held 
at  the  time  of  his  death. 
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that  it  was  by  Dr.  Brown’s  relating  to  Miss  Holmes  a pa- 
thetic incident  that  came  under  his  observation  while  pass- 
ing through  ihe  byways  of  Allegheny  city  during  one  of  his 
philanthropic  missions,  which  led  that  good  woman  to  make 
provision  in  her  will  for  the  establishment  of  an  Institution 
of  this  kind. 

Dr.  Brown  was  a member  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
that  first  put  the  Institution  into  active  operation,  serving 
as  one  of  its  Vice-Presidents  until  four  years  ago,  when  he 
became  its  honored  President.  He  not  only  took  a deep 
personal  interest  in  all  the  affairs  of  the  school,  in  its  de- 
velopment, progress  and  the  scope  of  its  influence,  but  he 
strove  to  impress  others  with  a sense  of  the  same  duty.  He 
was  sincere  and  untiring  in  his  concern  in  behalf  of  the  un- 
fortunates committed  to  our  charge ; in  their  condition  and 
present  comforts ; in  the  hope  of  their  future  success  in 
life,  and  in  their  moral  and  spiritual  development.  His 
sympathetic  nature  and  tenderness  of  feeling  seemed  fi>  lead 
him  to  make  each  individual  pupil  an  object  of  his  solicitude. 
As  he  himself  expressed  it,  “This  was  truly  missionary 
work.”  Dr.  Brown  enjoyed  the  confidence  and  esteem  of 
our  business  men  and  benevolent  women,  and  his  earnest- 
ness of  purpose  and  sterling  integrity  did  much  to  influence 
them  to  contribute  to  the  funds  with  which  our  present 
school  buildings  were  erected. 

Unless  absent  from  the  city,  or  detained  by  sickness  or 
other  imperative  engagements,  he  was.  invariably  present  at 
the  meetings  of  the  Board.  Even  when  the  weight  of  years 
seemed  to  press  heavily  upon  him  he  showed  no  lack  of  in- 
terest in  these  meetings,  and  on  all  such  occasions  his  pres- 
ence was  an  inspiration  to  all  the  members.  He  was  much 
deferred  to  on  matters  of  importance.  His  experience  and 
training  were  such  that  he  readily  grasped  the  full  signifi- 
cance of  every  important  proposition  presented.  His  judg- 
ment was  always  good,  and  his  counsel  thoughtful  and  con- 
servative. He  was  delightful  in  companionship,  and  the 
kindly  manner  which  he  manifested  towards  all,  brought 
him  near  to  the  heart  of  every  one  in  any  manner  connected 
with  this  Institution. 
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A great  and  good  man,  in  the  fullness  of  vears,  has  pass- 
ed from  our  midst,  and  we  bow  in  humble  submission  to 
the  Divine  decree.  But  the  memory  of  his  presence,  of  his 
good-cheer,  his  sound  counsel  and  his  warm  personal  friend- 
ship, still  linger  and  will  be  our  lasting  possession  and  our 
inspiration  for  the  service  that  lies  before  us. 

Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  Memorial  be  entered  upon  our 
records,  and  that  a copy  of  it  be  sent  to  the  sorrowing  children,  with 
the  most  sincere  expression  of  our  heartfelt  sympathy  in  their  deso- 
lating bereavement. 
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The  Superintendent’s  Report. 


Western  Pennsylvania  Institution 
for  the  Blind. 


Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  May  2nd,  1904. 
To  the  Board  of  Directors'. 

Gentlemen — In  accordance  with  our  custom  and  in 
the  line  of  my  duty,  I have  the  pleasure  to  submit  for 
your  consideration  my  annual  report  of  the  operations  and 
condition  of  this  Institution  for  the  year  which  closes  on 
this  date. 

In  reviewing  briefly  the  events  of  the  year,  I beg  leave 
to  say  at  the  beginning  that  we  have  endeavored  to  conduct 
the  affairs  of  this  school  so  as  to  meet  in  a high  degree  the 
demands  for  the  education  of  the  blind  in  the  western  part 
of  our  State.  Our  policy  has  been  broad  and  progressive, 
possibly  more  so  than  that  of  most  schools  of  this  kind  in 
this  country.  Our  effort  has  been  to  extend  our  field  of  use- 
fulness, to  reach  out  and  bring  under  the  influence  and 
training-  of  the  Institution,  without  discrimination,  all  who 
we  felt  were  justly  entitled  to  its  benefits.  We  have  not 
shirked  any  responsibility  nor  neglected  any  duty ; but  we 
have  tried  to  make  the  work  of  the  Institution  as  helpful 
and  uplifting  as  possible  to  all  that  have  been  placed  in  our 
charge. 

We  have  endeavored  to  establish  and  maintain  a repu- 
tation for  sound,  practical  instruction ; and,  divesting  our 
work  of  all  mockish  sentimentalism  and  superficial  and  im- 
practical methods,  we  have  aimed  to  follow  such  lines  of 
training  as  we  feel  will  eventually  prove  to  be  the  best 
that  could  have  been  given  our  pupils  to  fit  them  for  some 
usefulness  in  life. 

While  we  give  due  encouragement  and  special  instruc- 
tion to  those  who  possess  special  talent  and  are  gifted  in 
any  line  of  school  work,  we  do  not  wish  to  be  considered 
as  making,  at  any  time,  a display  of  their  acquirements  as 
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evidence  of  the  success  of  our  methods  of  instruction. 
But  we  prefer,  rather,  to  have  our  success  measured  by  the 
improvement  and  progress  of  all,  even  by  the  improved 
condition,  however  slight,  shown  by  those  whom  the  super- 
ficial observer  might  regard  as  deficient,  in  some  respects, 
in  body  and  intellect. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  past  year 
has  been  one  of  unusual  progress  and  prosperity  in  our 
school.  Nothing  of  a serious  nature  has  occurred  to  dis- 
turb its  operations.  The  work  of  instruction  has  been  con- 
ducted with  the  utmost  care  and  consideration,  and  the 
methods  employed  have  been  such  as  have  been  adopted 
in  the  best  Institutions  of  this  character,  with  such  modifi- 
cations and  improvements  as  our  experience,  thought  and 
observation  have  led  us  to  make,  to  give  efficiency  to  our 
training.  To  this  end,  the  age,  capacity,  physical  condi- 
tion and  progress  of  the  pupils,  individually,  are  all  careful- 
ly considered,  and  the  mode  of  instruction  is  adapted  to 
meet  the  varied  conditions  and  needs  as  they  arise. 

Sessions  of  the  School. 

The  last  session  of  the  school  closed  on  Friday  morn- 
ing, the  19th  of  June  last.  There  were  registered  during 
the  session  95  pupils — 53  boys  and  42  girls. 

The  regular  work  of  the  session  was  brought  to  a close 
with  a popular  concert  given  in  the  chapel  on  Thursday 
evening,  June  18th,  in  the  presence  of  a lar^e  and  interested 
audience.  It  was  a very  successful  entertainment,  and  was, 
probably,  in  the  character  of  the  music  rendered,  one  of  the 
best  ever  given  by  our  pupils.  The  audience,  which  was 
limited  by  the  capacity  of  the  chapel,  exhibited  hearty  ap- 
proval of  the  various  numbers  on  the  program,  both  musical 
and  literary,  as  they  were  rendered.  A brief  address  was 
made  by  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  Rev.  J. 
G.  Brown,  D.D.,  in  which  he  detailed  the  aims,  purposes 
and  progress  of  the  school. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  program  as  arranged  for 
the  occasion : 


Part  I 


“Lucia  di  Lammermoor,” — Overture Donizetti 

Institution  Orchestra. 

“Stepping  Together,” — March Marry 

School. 

“Mazurka,  Op.  327,  No.  3,” — Piano Bohm 

Mary  Hays. 

“March  des  Jacobins,” — Organ • Clark 

Harry  L.  Barrows. 


“Morning  Invitation,” — Vocal V easie 

Senior  Pupils. 

“Polka,  Children’s  Ball,” — Piano Bcndel 


Margaret  McGuire:  and  Iva  Beighley. 


Recitations : 


“Two  Kinds  of  Boys,” 

John  Horney. 

“The  Tables,” 

Margie  Stewart. 

“A  Boy’s  Belief,” 

Thos.  Allen  Patsky. 


Susan  Teall  Perry 


“Wedding  March,  arr.  by  Sydney  Smith,” — Piano.  . . .Mendelssohn 

Ethel  E.  Crooks. 

“Prelude  and  Fugue,  Book  1,  No.  4,” — Organ Bach 

John  H.  Dolan. 

“Merry  June,” — Vocal Vincent 

Senior  Girls. 
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Part  II. 


“Impromptu,  Op.  90,  No.  4,” — Piano . .Schubert 

S.  Earl  Kephart. 

“When  a Lady  Leads  the  Band,” — Vocal Smith 

Junior  Pupils. 


“Valse,  Les  Myrtes,” — Piano 

Bertha  Johnson. 


Wachs 


Recitations : ■ 

L 


"The  Invitation,” Mary  E.  Nichols 

H.  Lucille  Walters. 

“Give  the  Little  Boys  a Chance,”. ..  .George  Cooper 
Wesley  C.  Stevens. 


(a)  “Prelude  and  Fugue,  Book  1,  No.  3,” — Organ Bach 

( b ) “Triumphal  March,” — Organ Costa 

Ethel  E.  Crooks. 

“Sing  me  a Song,  of  the  South,” — Vocal Casey 

Senior  Boys. 


“Arrangement  from  Hungarian  Rhapsody,  No.  2,” — Piano.  . . .Liszt 
Harry  L.  Barrows  and  John  IT.  Dolan. 

(a)  “Prelude  and  Fugue,  Book  1,  No.  5,” — Organ Bach 

(&)  “Toccata,” — Organ Dubois 

S.  Earl  Kephart. 

“The  Fresh’ning  Breeze,” — Vocal Macy 

School. 


Just  before  the  last  number  on  the  program  was  rend- 
ered, rewards  were  given  to  several  pupils  of  the  senior 
class  by  the  teacher,  Miss  O.  H.  Harris,  for  meritorious 
work  during  the  year. 
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The  Current  Session. 


The  current  session  was  commenced  under  favorable 
circumstances,  on  Wednesday  morning,  September  9th  last. 
During  the  term  to  date  we  have  enrolled  95  'pupils — 53 
boys  and  42  girls — just  the  same  total  number  and  the  same 
number  of  boys  and  girls  that  were  registered  during  the 
last  session  of  the  school.  Of  those  enrolled,  15 — 9 
boys  and  6 girls — are  new  pupils.  Three  of  the  former  are 
adults,  and  have  been  admitted  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
them  an  opportunity  to  learn  a trade,  that  they  may  be  able 
to  earn  a living ; the  remainder  are  engaged  in  the  regular 
course  of  school  work. 


Our  record  shows  that  15  of  the  pupils  registered  dur- 
ing the  last  term  have  failed  to  return  to  school  this  year. 
One  of  these  was  an  adult,  who  learned  the  broom-trade  and 
withdrew  to  engage  in  business  for  himself ; three  were  re- 
fused re-admission  because  we  felt  that  all  had  been  done 
for  them  that  could  be  done,  and  their  mental  condition  was 
such  that  there  was  little  hope  of  further  improvement ; one 
removed  from  the  State ; one  entered  the  Pennsylvania  In- 
stitution for  the  Blind  at  Overbrook,  near  Philadelphia ; 
two  are  absent  on  account  of  poor  health,  and  the  other  seven 
are  absent  for  causes  unknown  to  us,  or  for  no  cause. 


The  pupils  enrolled  during  the  present  term  of  the 
school  have  come  from  the  following  21  counties  in  the 
western  part  of  our  State. 


Boys. 

Allegheny 28 

Armstrong 

Beaver 2 

Blair 1 

Butler 

Center 1 

Clarion 1 

Crawford 

Erie 2 

Fayette 1 

Jefferson 1 

Lawrence 1 

Mercer 4 

McKean 1 

Northumberland 1 

Potter 1 

Somerset 1 

V enango 1 

Warren 1 

Washington 4 

Westmoreland 1 


Girls. 

20 

2 

3 

1 

3 


X 

I 


Total. 

48 

O 


3 

1 

3 

2 
2 
I 
I 

1 

5 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 
1 

4 

6 


53  42  95 


Total.  . 
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These  figures  show,  as  in  former  reports,  that  a large 
percentage  of  our  pupils  come  from  Allegheny  county. 

Statistics. 

The  changes  in  attendance  during  the  last  and  the  cur- 
rent term  are  shown  by  the  following  figures : 


Boys.  Girls.  Total. 

Total  number  enrolled  at  date  of  last  report.  ...  53  42  95 

Number  withdrawn  for  various  causes 9 6 15 

Number  of  former  pupils  enrolled  this  term.  ...  44  36  80 

Number  of  new  pupils  admitted 9 6 15 

Total  number  enrolled  to  date  this  term 53  42  95 

Total  number  enrolled  since  the  organization.  . 87  81  168 


Health  of  the  School. 

We  are  profoundly  thankful  to  be  able  to  report  that  the 
general  health  of  the  school  during  the  present  term  has 
been  excellent.  The  pupils,  in  fact  all  our  household,  have 
been  remarkably  free  from  all  serious  sickness.  While  it 
may  seem  almost  incredible,  yet  it  is  nevertheless  a fact,  that 
it  has  been  necessary  for  the  attending  physician  to  make 
only  four  visits  to  the  school  this  year,  and  three  of  these 
were  -on  account  of  an  eruption  on  the  hand  of  one  of  our 
girls.  The  only  other  visit  was  on  account  of  a pupil  who 
had  taken  a severe  cold  by  injudiciousness  during  the  month 
•of  February  last.  The  case  yielded  to  prompt  treatment, 
and  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  call  the  physician  a second 
time.  All  this  proves  what  we  have  claimed  in  former  re- 
ports— namely,  that  our  healthful  surroundings  and  the  ex- 
cellent sanitary  condition  in  which  the  buildings  are  always 
kept,  are  such  as  to  preclude  the  probability  of  any  contagi- 
ous diseases  arising  here  ; and  that  the  "contagious  sickness 
which  we  had  to  contend  with  during  the  winter  of  1902- 
1903.  was  the  direct  result  of  diseases  brought  into  the 
Institution  by  pupils  who  had  come  in  contact  with  them 
somewhere  outside.  Our  health  record  up  to  that  period 
was  always  most  excellent,  and,  as  we  now  feel  it  has  been 
re-established,  we  sincerely  hope  it  will  continue. 
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Instruction. 

We  have  given  due  attention  to  all  the  departments  of 
the  school  and  have  watched  with  great  satisfaction  the 
progress  made  by  the  pupils.  Examinations  of  the  several 
classes  have  been  held  at  regular  periods,  with  a view  of 
carefully  testing  the  pupils  as  to  their  knowledge  of  the  sub- 
ject-matter of  the  studies  pursued.  These  have  been  con- 
ducted by  the  Superintendent.  The  teachers  have  been 
faithful,  zealous  and  persevering,  and  the  pupils,  with  few 
exceptions,  have  responded  cheerfully  to  the  requirements 
made  of  them,  and  show  evidence  of  satisfactory  improve- 
ment. 

Our  work  is  educational  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the 
term.  Our  aim  everywhere  about  the  establishment,  at  all 
times  and  under  all  circumstances,  is  to  impress  upon  our 
pupils  an  earnest  desire  for  improvement — in  body,  in  in- 
tellect and  in  morals — to  grow  stronger,  purer  and  nobler 
in  words,  thoughts  and  habits,  and  to  be  earnest,  generous 
and  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  all  social  obligations.  To 
reach  this  standard  of  excellence  in  fullest  degree,  we  hold, 
and  have  always  held,  that  those  who  are  directly  connect- 
ed with  the  school  in  all  official  and  other  important  sub- 
ordinate capacities,  whereby  they  are  brought  into  frequent 
contact  with  the  pupils,  should  be  people  who  have  had  ex- 
perience as  successful  school  teachers  and  understand  the 
philosophy  of  real  education — people,  who  are  experts  in 
methods  of  discipline ; who  have  high  ideas  of  life,  duty  and 
responsibility ; who  are  willing  to  make  some  sacrifice  and 
subordinate  self  for  the  success  of  the  work  in  which  they 
are  engaged,  and  whose  beneficent  influence  can  be  felt 
everywhere.  No  one,  we  feel  sure,  who  has  taken  the 
trouble  to  study  the  condition,  needs  and  habits  of  the  blind 
and  understands  how  difficult  it  is  to  overcome  the  force  of 
heredity  and  the  influence  of  environments,  will  question  for 
a moment  the  correctness  of  this  position. 

No  opportunity  is  omitted  to  influence  those  under 
our  care  to  have  a proper  appreciation  of  the  advantages  they 
enjoy  here  to  gain  an  education,  and  to  lead  them  to  make 
the  best  possible  use  of  these  privileges,  that  they  may  ac- 
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quire  such  training  that  shall  lead  them  to  higher  ideas  of 
life  and  usefulness  and,  in  some  degree,  fit  them  to  care  for 
themselves.  We  hold  that  with  a sensitive  person  a feeling 
of  absolute  dependence,  ordinarily,  is  akin  to  slavery ; and  to 
no  class  of  people  does  a feeling  of  independence  give  more 
satisfaction,  comfort  and  happiness  than  to  the  blind  ; hence, 
we  try  to  train  them  to  be  independent. 

And,  in  this  connection,  I wish  again  to'  give  emphasis 
to  the  importance  we  attach  to  the  instruction  given  in  our 
Industrial  Department — in  our  Girls’  Work-room  and  Boys’ 
Work-shop.  In  these  branches  of  work,  we  find  opportunity 
to  train  all  our  pupils  to  some  useful  manual  employment, 
and  we  find  here,  also,  special  opportunity  to  give  the  most 
helpful  training  to  our  adult  pupils,  and  others  who  seem 
to  have  little  or  no  talent  for  the  instruction  given  in  the 
other  departments  of  the  school.  Regardless  of  what  others 
engaged  in  the  education  of  the  blind  may  say  to  disparage 
this  kind  of  training,  we  still  cling  to  the  position  we  took 
years  ago,  namely,  that  here  is  afforded  the  best  possible 
opportunity  to  fit  many  of  our  pupils  to  earn  their  own  liv- 
ing ; and  the  evidences  of  success  of  many  who  have  gone 
out  from  us,  prove  conclusively  the  correctness  of  our  posi- 
tion and  confirm  our  belief. 

Necrology. 

Notwithstanding  the  general  health  of  the  school,  as 
referred  to  elsewhere,  was  excellent  during  the  whole  year, 
we  are  deeply  grieved  to  be  compelled  to  record  the  death 
of  two  of  our  pupils. 

The  first  was  Harry  R.  Barrows,  who  had  been  a pupil 
here  for  about  eight  and  a half  years.  He  was  taken  to 
his  home  in  Washington,  Pa.,  on  Thursday,  December  24th 
last,  to  spend  the  Christmas  Holidays.  In  a day  or  two 
later,  he  took  sick  with  what  at  first  was  supposed  to  be  an 
attack  of  La  Grippe,  but  in  the  course  of  about  a week  it 
developed  into  a case  of  pneumonia.  By  skillful  treatment 
and  good  nursing,  this  in  time  seemed  to  have  been  gotten 
under  control,  when  it  was  followed  by  an  attack  of  typhoid 
fever.  Being  greatly  reduced  in  strength  by  the  former 
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disease,  he  was  not  able  to  withstand  the  ravages  of  the 
latter,  and  after  suffering  for  several  weeks,  occasional- 
ly giving  some  hope  of  recovery,  he  died  on  the  29th  day  of 
January  last. 

Harry  was  one  of  our  leading  musicians.  He  perform- 
ed well-on  the  pianoforte,  pipe-organ  and  violin,  and  seemed 
to  be  a favorite  among  our  older  boys.  The  news  of  his 
death  caused  deep  sorrow  throughout  the  school.  The 
funeral  services  were  held  at  the  home  of  his  parents,  and 
Harry  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Washington  cemetery.  As  a 
tribute  of  respect  a beautiful  floral  wreath  was  sent  from  the 
school.  The  Superintendent  attended  the  funeral. 

The  other  death  was  that  of  Edith  Neish,  a girl  be- 
tween 17  and. 18  years 'of  age,  who  was  born  in  Australia  and 
came  to  this  country  within  the  past  year  She  entered  our 
school  as  a pupil  from  the  South  Side,  Pittsburgh,  on  the 
22nd  of  September  last.  She  was  here  only  about  four 
weeks  when  she  exhibited  signs  of  physical  weakness.  She 
was  taken  to  her  home  where  she  remained  several  weeks, 
and  then  returned  to  school ; but  she  was  here  only  a few 
days,  when  she  again  suffered  from  the  same  trouble  and 
was  unable  to  engage  in  school  work.  Edith  was  again 
taken  to  her  home  never  to  return.  Her  trouble  seemed 
to  grow  worse  and  finally  affected  the  brain.  She  lingered 
until  several  weeks  ago  when  she  died. 

Edith  was  a good  girl  and,  if  her  physical  condition 
had  been  such  that  she  could  have  remained  at  school,  she 
no  doubt  would  have  become  an  attractable  pupil.  Her  case 
was  one  to  be  deplored,  and  we  deeply  sympathize  with  the 
family — mother  and  sister — in  their  bereavement. 

Changes  in  Teachers  and  Officers. 

The  only  important  change  in  the  officers  and  teachers 
of  the  Institution  during  the  year  was  the  resignation  of 
Miss  Hannah  I.  Houston,  after  being  connected  with  the 
school  for  ten  years.  She  resigned  voluntarily  to  take  a 
position  as  matron  in  the  school  organized  by  order  of  the 
Court  for  juvenile  prisoners.  She  took  a deep  interest  in 
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her  pupils,  was  much  concerned1  about  their  progress,  and 
was  faithful  and  conscientious  in  the  discharge  of  all  her 
duties. 

The  vacancy  thus  created  was  supplied  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  Miss  Arabella  Shetter,  who  had  been  a successful 
teacher  in  the  public  school  of  this  State  for  the  past  sixteen 
years.  She  has  acquired  a fair  understanding  of  her  duties 
and  is  doing  satisfactory  work. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  school  term,  Miss  Deborra 
Plummer,  who  occupied  for  several  months  the  position  of 
Boys’  Governess,  gave  notice  that  she  did  not  wish  a re- 
appointment. Hence,  at  the  opening  of  the  present  term 
Mrs.  Margaret  Neal  was  appointed  to  that  place  and  still 
continues  to  discharge  the  duties  attached  to  it. 

In  Conclusion. 

I feel  that  I cannot  close  this  report  without  making 
some  personal  reference  to  the  death  of  Rev.  Dr.  John  G. 
Brown,  the  news  of  which  came  to  us  as  a great  surprise  on 
Friday  morning,  the  4th  day  of ''March  last,  and  caused  us 
profound  sorrow.  We  felt  that  we  had  lost  one  of  our  best 
and  most  valued  friends. 

I shall  never  forget  my  first  meeting  with  Dr.  Brown. 
It  occurred  during  the  summer  of  1890,  on  the  occasion  of 
my  first  visit  to  Pittsburgh  to  consult  with  regard  to  the 
work  of  Institutions  for  the  Blind  and  plans  of  organiza- 
tion with  the  Directors,  of  whom  Dr.  Brown  was  one.  then 
selected  to  put  this  Institution  into  active  operation.  While 
he  was  dignified  and,  at  first,  a bit  reserved,  I was  not  in 
conversation  with  him  long  until  I detected  the  high  and 
noble  qualities  of  his  mind  and  heart.  I was  not  long  in 
learning  that  he  was  a man  of  independent  and  positive 
convictions ; that  he  was  sincere  and  earnest  in  all  his  in- 
tentions ; that  he  possessed  a true  benevolent  spirit,  and  was 
sincerely  anxious  to  do  what  he  could  to  ameliorate  the 
condition  of  the  unfortunate;  generous  and  kind  in  all  rela- 
tions with  his  fellow-men,  and  that  in  all  his  actions  he  was 
controlled  and  directed  by  the  deepest  religious  convictions. 


29 


Later,  when  trials,  difficulties  and  discouragements, 
incident  to  the  beginning  of  a new  Institution  of  this  kind, 
arose,  I always  felt  free  to  go  to  Dr.  Brown  for  counsel 
and  advice,  and  I always  felt  sure  that  I would  get  from 
him  an  unselfish,  unbiased  and  true  expression  of  opinion. 
His  counsel  was  always  encouraging,  always  assuring,  al- 
ways hopeful. 

Dr.  Brown  took  a deep  interest  in  this  Institution  and 
rejoiced  at  its  progress  and  success.  He  was  one  of  our 
most  frequent  visitors,  and  was  almost  universally  present 
at  the  entertainments  given  by  the  school.  He  was  quick 
to  recognize  fathful  service,  and  was  ready  with  words  of 
approval,  commendation  and  encouragement  to  officers, 
teachers  and'  pupils.  He  seemed  to  know  the  most  ap- 
propriate time  for  speech  and  action. 

But  Dr.  Brown  has  gone  from  us ; a great  and  good 
man  has  passed  away.  We  miss  him  and  we  deeply  deplore 
his  loss. 

I take  occasion  to  express  again  my  full  appreciation 
of  the  aid  rendered  in  conducting  the  affairs  of  the  school 
by  the  officers  and  teachers,  and  to  bear  testimony  to  their 
fidelity  and  devotion  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  re- 
quired of  them. 

And  now,  again,  gentlemen  of  the  Board,  I desire  to 
express  to  you  my  sincere  thanks  for  your  support  and  en- 
couragement in  the  management  of  the  Institution. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  B.  Jacobs, 
Superintendent. 
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It  affords  ns  great  pleasure,  at  the  close  of  the  year’s 
work,  to  formally  tender  our  heartfelt  thanks  and  acknowl- 
edge our  obligations  to  our  many  friends,  for  their  numer- 
ous tokens  of  interest  in  our  work,  evidences  of  apprecia- 
tion and  proofs  of  good  will,  given  us  during  the  year. 

We  desire  especially  to  express  our  grateful  acknowl- 
edgments— 

To  Miss'  Shirley  Budke,  daughter  of  Hon.  John  F.  Budke, 
Canonsburg,  Pa.,  for  a number  of  embossed  books  for  the  use  of 
our  pupils. 

J o Mr.  J.  M.  Keefer,  for  a donation  to  the  funds  of  the  Insti- 
tution of  $20.00  in  cash. 

1 o Col.  Albert  J.  Logan,  for  donation  of  a large  lawn  swing 
for  the  use  of  the  girls. 

I o Mr.  S.  A.  Johnston,  Attorney-at-Law,  for  a copy  of  the 
Psalms  in  raised  type  for  the  blind. 

To  M r.  Edwin  Miser,  a parent  of  one  of  our  pupils,  for  a cash 
donation  of  $io.oo. 

I o Miss  Estelle  Leibing,  vocal  soloist,  accompanying  Sousa’s 
Band,  then  filling  an  engagement  at  the  Pittsburgh  Exposition,  for 
kindly  coming  to  the  Institution,  upon  the  invitation  of  Col.  J.  M. 
Schoonmaker,  on  Friday  forenoon,  October  2nd  last,  and  singing 
for  the  pupils  in  the  chapel.  The  singing  was  greatly  enjoyed  by 
the  whole  school. 

lo  Mr.  A.  H.  Brockett,  for  21  tickets  of  admission  of  pupils  to 
reserved  seats  at  the  “Grand  Concert  by  Madame  Melba,”  at  Car- 
negie Music  Hall,  Pittsburgh,  Wednesday  evening,  October  28th, 
1903.  I his  was  regarded  by  our  older  pupils  as  a rare  musical 
treat. 

Jo  L.  N.  Strong,  Escj.,  Brookville,  Pa.,  father  of  one  of  our 
boys,  for  a cash  donation  of  $50.00  to  the  funds  of  the  Institution. 

lo  Miss  Marian  Bonsall,  for  a full,  interesting  and  instructive 
account  of  the  school  and  its  work,  published  in  the  Pittsburgh 
Post,  Sunday  morning,  October  18th  last. 

To  Mrs.  George  W.  Dil  worth,  for  a contribution  of  $25.00,  with 
which  to  purchase  tickets  for  the  admission  of  pupils  and  their  at- 
tendants to  the  Saturday  afternoon  recitals  of  the  Pittsburgh  Or- 
chestra, at  Carnegie  Music  Hall. 

To  the  Oliver  McClintock  Company,  for  a donation  of  $10.00, 
which,  by  action  of  the  Board,  was  appropriated  for  the  purchasing 
of  tickets  for  the  admission  of  pupils  to  the  recitals  of  the  Pitts- 
burgh Orchestra. 
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To  Mr.  W.  M.  Gillespie,  for  tickets  of  admission  of  pupils  to 
the  Apollo  Club  Concert,”  at  Carnegie  Music  Hall,  December 
8th,  1903. 

To  Mr.  R.  W.  A.  Simmons,  Distributor  of  the  Toy  Mission  of 
Pittsburgh,  for  a number  of  acceptable  toys  for  pupils,  from  the 
Mission. 

To  Mr.  H.  L.  Ringwalt,  Manager,  for  tickets  of  admission  of 
pupils  to  Concerts  by  the  “Ringwalt  Choir  Union,”  at  Carnegie  Mu- 
sic Hall,  Pittsburgh,  Wednesday  evening,  December  gth  last,  and 
Tuesday  evening,  April  12th,  1904. 

To  Mr.  Charles  Ohlinger,  for  a quantity  of  groceries  donated 
to  the  Institution. 

To  Prof.  Beveridge  Webster,  for  24  tickets  of  admission  of  pu- 
pils to  the  Concert  by  the  Pittsburgh  Orchestra,  with  Soloists  from 
“The  Pittsburgh  Conservatory  of  Music,"  Carnegie  Music  Hall, 
March  16th,  1904. 

To  Mrs.  A.  J.  Kelly,  for  donations  of  articles  useful  for  the 
pupils,  on  several  occasions. 

To  Airs.  Melina  W.  Roth,  mother  of  one  of  our  pupils,  for  a 
cash  donation  of  $30,000  to  the  funds  of  the  Institution. 

To  the  editors  and  publishers  of  the  following  periodicals  and 
daily  papers,  which  have  been  gratuitously  sent  to  the  Institution : 

The  Pittsburgh  Dispatch,  The  Pittsburgh  Leader,  the  Presbyte- 
rian Banner,  School  and  Home  Education,  Bloomington,  111.;  The 
United  Presbyterian,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.;  The  Colorado  Index,  printed 
at  the  Colorado  School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind,  Colorado  Springs ; 
The  Western  Pennsylvania,  published  at  the  Deaf-Mute  Institu- 
tion. Edgewood,  Pa.,  and  The  Rocky  Mountain  Leader,  published 
at  the  Montana  School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind,  Boulder,  Mont. 

And  to  all  others  who  have  assisted  us  in  any  way,  and  have 
given  evidence  of  good  will  and  interest  in  the  Institution. 

All  these  acknowledgments  are  made  in  compliance 
with  instructions  given  at  the  meeting  of  the  Incorporators. 

- H.  B.  Jacobs, 

Superintendent. 
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Catalogue  of  Pupils 

In  Attendance  this  Year. 


BOYS. 


No. 

Name. 

When  Admitted. 

Residence. 

i 

Samuel  W.  Anderson, 

Jan.  19,  1891, 

Braddock,  Pa. 

2 

Walter  Ryan  Taylor, 

Nov.  27,  1891, 

Claremont,  Pa. 

3 

George  Heck, 

Sept.  15,  1892, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

4 

George  Smith  Colvin, 

Jan.  3,  1893, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

5 

Edward  Y.  Minch, 

Oct.  24,  1893, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

6 

Albert  Standley  Miller, 

Oct.  26,  1893, 

Glade,  Pa. 

7 

William  F.  McNally, 

May  1,  1894, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

8 

John  H.  Dolan, 

Sept.  27,  1894, 

Sheffield,  Pa. 

9 

Orlando  Young, 

Feb.  1,  1895, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

IO 

Samuel  Earl  Kephart, 

March  4,  1895, 

Connellsville,  Pa. 

ii 

James  Coyle, 

June  1,  1895, 

Homestead,  Pa. 

12 

Earnest  Geo.  Scott, 

June  3,  1895, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

13 

Chas.  A.  Grimes, 

June  4,  1895, 

Taylorstown,  Pa. 

14 

Harry  R.  Barrows, 

June  6,  1895, 

Washington,  Pa. 

15 

Chas.  Homer  Gibson, 

Sept.  12,  1895, 

Harrisville,  Pa. 

16 

Harold  Guy  Nickeson, 

May  18,  1896, 

Washington,  Pa. 

17 

Merrel  Doyle, 

Sept.  2,  1896, 

Wheatland,  Pa. 

i8 

Geo.  J.  Reichenberger, 

May  27,  1897, 

McKeesport,  Pa. 

19 

Cyrus  Barnes, 

Sept.  8,  1897, 

Leetsdale,  Pa. 

20 

James  S.  Wardman, 

Sept.  9,  1897, 

Hazeldell,  Pa. 

21 

Willie  Hackey, 

Sept.  9,  1897, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

22 

Oscar  Gibson, 

Sept.  15,  1897, 

Hatrisville,  Pa. 

23 

Robert  C.  Davidson, 

Nov.  1,  1897, 

Federal,  Pa. 

24 

Albert  0.  Buechler, 

April  20,  1898, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

25 

Frank  A.  Shook, 

Nov.  21,  1898, 

Glenshaw,  Pa. 

26 

Grant  Crosley, 

March  31,  1899, 

Shamokin,  Pa. 

27 

Claude  Stover, 

Sept.  7,  1899, 

Grove  City,  Pa. 

28 

Walter  E.  Downing, 

Novi  14,  1899, 

Oil  City,  Pa. 

29 

Harold  L.  Strong, 

May  5,  1900, 

Brookville,  Pa. 

30 

Walter  R.  Ohliger, 

Sept.  10,  1900, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

31 

George  Newman, 

May  2,  1901, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

32 

Clayton  John  Owens, 

May  11,  1901, 

West  Green.  Pa. 

33 

Merle  L.  Hurlbut, 

Sept.  10,  1901, 

East  Brady,  Pa. 

34 

Harry  A.  Dess, 

Sept.  11,  1901, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

35 

Charles  Jacks, 

Sept.  11,  1901, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

36 

Henry  Harty, 

Sept.  12,  1901, 

Carnegie,  Pa. 

37 

Clyde  A.  Kyser, 

Sept.  16,  1901, 

Beaver  Falls,  Pa. 

38 

Jacob  J.  Smith, 

Sept.  26,  1901, 

Erie,  Pa. 
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No. 

Name. 

When  Admitted. 

Residence. 

39 

Wm.  McKinley  Chisholm,  Nov.  21,  1901, 

Bellevue,  Pa. 

40 

Edwin  Paul  Miser, 

May  7, . 1902, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

-11 

Thomas  A.  Patsky, 

Sept.  11,  1903, 

Altoona,  Pa. 

42 

Wesley  C.  Stevens, 

Sept.  15,  1903, 

Sharpsburg,  Pa. 

43 

Amasa  R.  Carr, 

Nov.  18,  1903, 

Palmatier,  Pa. 

-14 

John  Harney, 

Nov.  25,  1903, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

-15 

Earl  T.  McCoy, 

Sept.  8,  1903, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

46 

Thomas  Bailey, 

Sept.  9,  1903, 

West  Newton,  Pa. 

47 

Anthony  Jawelack, 

Sept.  10,  1903, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

48 

Anthony  Kolzem, 

Oct.  28,  1903, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

49 

John  T.  Frazier, 

Nov.  17,  1903, 

Rochester,  Pa. 

50 

Fred  Common, 

Jan.  4,  1904, 

Bellefonte,  Pa. 

51 

George  H.  Stimson, 

March  31,  1904, 

Lewis  Run,  Pa. 

52 

Charles  A.  Alger, 

April  18,  1904, 

McKeesport,  Pa. 

53 

James  Francis  Coffey, 

April  29,  1904, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

GIRLS. 

T 

Emma  H.  Craven, 

Oct.  16.  1890, 

Duff’s  P.  O.,  Pa. 

2 

Ethel  E.  Crooks, 

April  28,  1892, 

Kendall  Creek,  Pa. 

3 

Olive  Gibson, 

Oct.  20,  1893, 

Harrisville,  Pa. 

4 

Agnes  May  Gilner, 

Oct.  20,  1893. 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

5 

Bertha  May  Johnson, 

Oct.  23,  1893, 

Jeannette,  Pa. 

6 

Katie  Burke. 

Dec.  7,  1893, 

Altoona,  Pa. 

7 

Jane  Anna  Ferry, 

Sept.  5,  1894, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

8 

Jennie  S.  Snyder, 

Sept.  3,  1894, 

Apollo,  Pa. 

9 

Lulu  Florence  Trainor, 

Oct.  18,  1894, 

Piolett,  Pa. 

10 

Martha  Bates, 

June  3,  1895, 

Sharpsburg,  Pa. 

II 

Edith  McC.  Smith, 

Nov.  4,  1895, 

Paulton,  Pa. 

12 

Hazel  Keefer, 

May  2,  1896, 

Beaver  Falls,  Pa. 

13 

Pearl  Keefer, 

May  2,  1896, 

Beaver  Falls,  Pa. 

14 

Mary  C.  Hayes, 

May  28,  1896, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

15 

May  Levy, 

Sept.  14,  1896, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

16 

Viola  Edna  Suter, 

May  11,  1897, 

Mt.  Pleasant,  Pa. 

1 7 

Florence  McHenry, 

Sept.  21,  1897, 

Homestead,  Pa. 

18 

Elsie  May  Vath, 

Oct.  8,  1897, 

Sandy  Lake.  Pa. 

19 

May  Porter, 

Oct.  27,  1897, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

20 

Ethel  Florence  Boyer, 

Jan.  13,  1898, 

Harmony,  Pa. 

21 

Martha  Hecht, 

April  30,  1898, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

22 

Maggie  Winklevoss, 

Sept.  27,  189S, 

Duquesne,  Pa. 

23 

Bertha  Ubry, 

Nov.  26,  1898, 

Brush  Creek,  Pa. 

24 

Josephine  Brener, 

April  .24,  1899, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

25 

Daisy  Reynolds, 

Dec.  27,  1899, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

26 

Elizabeth  Goodman, 

Sept.  10,  1900, 

Rankin  Station.  Pa. 

1 
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No. 

Name. 

When  Admitted. 

Residence. 

2 7 

Autumn  S.  Drake, 

Sept.  15,  1900, 

Little  Cooley.  Pa. 

28 

Ida  L.  Flesher, 

Oct.  4,  1900. 

Alverton,  Pa. 

29 

Iva  A.  Beighley, 

Oct.  s,  1900, 

Utica,  Pa. 

30 

Margie  L.  Stewart, 

Jan.  22,  1901, 

Rimersburg,  Pa. 

31 

Lucinda  E.  McKee, 

Sept.  11,  1901, 

Sharpsburg,  Pa. 

32 

Rose  Cunningham, 

Oct.  7,  1901, 

Alverton,  Pa. 

33 

Gladys  Gertrude  Gill, 

Feb.  20,  1902, 

Meadville,  Pa. 

34 

Marie  C.  Roth, 

Sept.  15,  1902, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

35 

Matiel  M.  Davis, 

Sept.  16,  1903, 

Butler,  Pa. 

36 

Helen  L.  Walters, 

March  11,  1903, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

37 

Rachel  Selesneck, 

Sept.  9,  1903, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

38 

Edith  Neish, 

Sept.  22,  1903, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

39 

Martha  Norris, 

Sept.  28,  1903, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

40 

Laura  K.  Weisser, 

Oct.  19,  1903, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

4i 

Mary  Hillary, 

Jan.  26,  1904, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

42 

Christina  Steel, 

April  6,  1904, 

Oil  City,  Pa. 
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General  Information. 


The  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind  is 
a school  of  learning,  established  for  the  special  benefit  of  the 
blind  youth  in  the  western  part  of  the  State.  It  is  in  no 
sense  a home  or  a retreat,  as  many  suppose,  for  aged  or  in- 
firm blind  people ; nor  is  it  a hospital  for  the  treatment  of 
diseases  of  the  eye,  but  it  is  strictly  educational  in  all  its  in- 
terests. It  is  the  aim  and  purpose  of  this  Institution  to  give 
the  blind  youth  of  this  section  of  the  State  a liberal  educa- 
tion, and,  in  addition,  give  them  such  training  in  the  art  of 
music  and  instruction  in  industrial  pursuits  as  will  aid  them 
to  become  independent  and  useful  members  of  society. 

The  Institution  is  located  in  one  of  the  most  desirable 
parts  of  the  city  of  Pittsburg.  Indeed,  it  would  be  difficult 
to  select,  in  or  about  this  city,  a more  beautiful,  healthful  or 
convenient  site  for  this  school  than  the  grounds  on  which  it 
is  situated.  The  buildings  are  light,  airy,  commodious  and 
cheerful,  and  supplied  with  modern  conveniences.  They 
overlook  the  noted  Schenley  Park,  and  are  only  a few 
scjuares  distant  from  the  new  Pittsburg  Carnegie  Library. 
The  location  of  the  Institution  affords  the  inmates  the  ad- 
vantages and  privileges  of  a city  life,  with  the  quiet  of  a 
country  home. 

The  Institution  fronts  on  Bayard  street,  while  Belle- 
field  avenue  extends  the  full  length  of  the  grounds  on  the 
east.  It  can  be  reached  from  almost  any  part  of  the  city  by 
electric  cars.  Three  different  lines  of  cars — the  Fifth  avenue 
line;  the  Forbes  street,  Bloomfield  and  Negley  avenue  lines, 
and  the  Centre  avenue  and  East  Liberty  line, — each  in  a dif- 
ferent direction  from  the  Institution,  passes  within  two 
squares  of  it. 

The  Institution  is  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the 
State,  and  pupils  who  are  unable  to  pay  for  their  tuition  or 
contribute  anything  towards  their  support,  are  given  the 
full  benefit  and  privilege  of  the  school  free  of  charge.  All 
are  accorded  the  same  advantages  and  opportunities. 
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Pupils  are  admitted  at  any  time  during  the  term,  and 
placed  in  classes  and  at  the  work  best  suited  to  their  condi- 
tion and  degree  of  mental  development. 

Parents  and  guardians  are  required  to  supply  their 
children  with  good,  comfortable  clothing  of  sufficient  quan- 
tity to  admit  of  the  necessary  changes  for  washing  and 
mending,  and  to  defray  their  traveling  and  other  incidental 
expenses.  All  articles  of  clothing  should  be  carefully  mark- 
ed with  indelible  ink  before  they  are  sent  to  the  Institution. 

Letters  are  written  once  a month,  or  oftener,  if  neces- 
sary, for  those  who  cannot  write  for  themselves  ; and,  in  case 
of  the  serious  sickness  of  a pupil,  the  parents  or  guardian- 
will  be  informed  of  the  fact  immediately  by  letter  or  tele- 
gram. It  is  the  desire  of  the  management  that  the  parents 
and  friends  of  the  pupils  shall  be  kept  well  informed  as  to 
their  condition  and  progress. 

Letters  and  packages  for  the  pupils  should  have  written 
on  them,  besides  the  name  of  the  pupil  addressed,  the  words 
Institution  (or  the  Blind,  Bcllcficld  avenue,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  to 
insure  prompt  delivery. 

The  use  of  tobacco  in  any  form  is  strictly  forbidden, 
and  no  one  using  it,  and  no  one  of  confirmed  immoral  habits, 
will  be  received  into  the  school.  > 

All  pupils  must  be  removed  from  the  Institution  at  the 
close  of  each  school  term  by  those  who  are  responsible  for 
their  care,  and  at  any  other  time,  should  necessity  require  it, 
upon  due  notice  being  served. 

Parents  or  friends  visiting  any  of  the  pupils,  or  so- 
journing in  the  city,  cannot  be  entertained  at  the  Institution. 

A parent  or  guardian  who  is  contemplating  the  placing 
of  a blind  child  in  this  Institution,  should  at  once  open  cor- 
respondence relative  thereto  with  the  Superintendent. 

Blank  forms  of  application  for  admission  will  be  fur- 
nished at  any  time  by  the  Superintendent,  and  no  pupil  will 
be  admitted  to  the  school  until  such  application  has  been  re- 
turned, with  the  questions  which  it  contains  satisfactorily 
answered,  and  it  has  been  submitted  to  and  approved  by  the 
Board  of  Directors. 
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Information  concerning  the  character  and  purpose  of 
the  Institution  and  of  the  work  being  done,  will  be  cheer- 
fully given,  and  ail  inquiries  about  the  steps  to  be  taken  to 
procure  the  admission  of  pupils,  or  about  the  management 
of  the  school,  will  be  promptly  answered,  by  addressing  the 
undersigned. 

' H.  B.  Jacobs, 

Superintendent. 
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By-Laws 

for  the 

Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind. 


Made  and  adopted  by  the  members  of  the  Corpora- 
tion, at  a general  meeting-  called  for  that  purpose,  and 
held,  March  17th,  1887,  with  such  amendments  as  have 
been  made  at  various  meetings  of  the  Corporation,  includ- 
ing the  annual  meeting  held  May  14th,  1888,  and  at  the 
Directors’  meetings. 

BUSINESS. 

1.  The  business  of  this  Corporation  shall  be  man- 
aged and  conducted  by  a President,  two  Vice-Presidents, 
a Board  of  Directors,  a Clerk  or  Secretary,  a Treasurer, 
and  such  other  Officers,  Agents  and  Committees  as  may 
be  appointed  from  time  to  time  by  the  Directors. 

DIRECTORS. 

2.  The  Directors  shall  be  chosen  annually  by  the 
members  of  the  Corporation,  and  shall  hold  their  offices 
until  others  are  chosen  and  cjualified  in  their  stead. 

The  Directors  shall  be  divided  into  three  classes,  and 
three  of  them  shall  be  elected)  for  a term  of  one  year,  three 
for  a term  of  two  years,  and  three  for  a term  of  three  years, 
respectively ; and,  at  all  ensuing  elections  of  said  Corpora- 
tion, the  Corporation  shall  only  elect  the  number  of 
Directors  necessary  to  take  the  places  of  those  whose  terms 
of  office  shall  then  expire,  and  such  Directors  shall  then 
be  chosen  for  a term  of  three  years. 

ANNUAL  MEETING. 

3.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation  for  the 
election  of  Directors  and  the  transaction  of  other  business, 
shall  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  May  in  each  year 
succeeding  the  present,  in  the  City  of  Pittsburg.  Special 
meetings  of  the  members  of  the  Corporation  may  be  called 
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by  the  Directors  when  necessary.  Notice  of  all  annual 
meetings  shall  be  published  in  one  newspaper,  in  the  City 
of  Pittsburg,  at  least  five  days  prior  to  any  such  meeting. 


SECRETARY. 

4.  The  Clerk  or  Secretary  shall  record  all  the  votes 
of  the  Corporation,  and  the  minutes  of  all  meetings  of  the 
Incorporators,  and,  also,  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  in  a 
book  kept  for  that  purpose. 


TREASURER. 

5.  The  Treasurer  shall  give  bonds  in  the  sum  of 
$5,000,  with  such  securities  as  the  Directors  may  require, 
for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties;  and  he  shall  keep 
the  moneys  of  the  Corporation  in  a separate  account,  and 
report  to  the  Directors  whenever  required.  He  shall  pay 
all  warrants  drawn  by  the  Executive  Committee,  and  coun- 
tersigned by  the  Secretary. 

PRESIDENT. 

6.  The  President,  or  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents, 
shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Directors,  and  at  meet- 
ings of  the  members  of  the  Corporation,  and  shall  have 
and  exercise  all  the  powers  which  ordinarily  belong  to  the 
presiding  officer  of  reprsentative  bodies. 

QUORUM. 

7.  A majority  of  the  members  of  the  Corporation, 
who  are  present  at  any  regularly  called  meeting,  shall  be 
competent  to  transact  business.  Members  may  attend  in 
person  or  by  proxy. 


POWER  OF  DIRECTORS. 

8.  The  Directors  shall  have  power  to  fill  all  vacan- 
cies in  the  Board,  which  may  happen  by  death,  resignation 
or  otherwise. 
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9.  The  Directors  shall  have  power  to  make  and 
enforce  all  such  rules  and  orders'  as  they  may  deem  reason- 
able or  necessary  for  the  management  of  the  affairs  and 
business  of  the  Corporation,  and  for  the  government  of  its 
agents  and  employes. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

10.  In  addition  to  the  Corporators  named  in  the 
Charter,  members  may  be  admited  by  the  Corporators 
upon  the  following  terms : Contributors  of  sums  of  money 
or  other  property  to  the  value  of  $500,  may  be  elected  to 
life  membership;  and- annual  contributors  of  not  less  than 
$50,  may  be  elected  to  membership,  but,  in  the  latter  case, 
such  membership  shall  terminate  upon  default  of  such 
annual  contribution.  All  memebers  of  the  Corporation 
shall  during  the  period  of  their  membership  be  entitled  to 
vote  at  all  general  meetings  of  the  Corporators. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

11.  The  president  shall,  at  the  organization  of  the 
Board  each  year,  appoint  an  Executive  Committee  consist- 
ing of  three  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  who  shall 
examine  and  approve  all  bills,  and  when  found  in  order, 
issue  warrants  on  the  Treasurer  for  the  payment  of  the 
same.  All  bills  must  be  approved  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. and  every  warrant  drawn  on  the  Treasurer  must 
be  signed  by  the  Chairman  of  that  Committee. 

12.  The  President  shall  appoint  an  Auditing  Com- 
mittee of  three  members,  who  shall  annually  audit  the 
accounts  of  the  Secretary,  Treasurer,  or  other  officers,  and 
make  report  thereof  to  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  also  to 
the  Corporators. 


AMENDMENTS. 

13.  These  By-Laws  may  be  altered  or  amended  by  a 
two-thirds  vote  of  those  present,  at  any  regular  meeting  of 
the  D: rectors,  provided  due  notice  has  been  given  at  a 
previous  meeting,  and  not  otherwise. 
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14-  At  the  reorganization  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
each  year,  the  President  shall  divide  the  members  into 
committees  of  two  members  each,  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
in  course,  month  by  month,  as  individually  appointed,  to 
spend  a part  of  one  day  at  the  Institution,  inspect  the 
buildings,  visit  the  class  rooms,  consult  with  the  Super- 
intendent as  to  the  interests  of  the  school,  and  report  to 
the  Board  at  its  next  monthly  meeting. 

By  action  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  the  word  “three” 
has  been  stricken  from  the  third  line  of  Article  n,  and 
the  word  “five”  inserted. 
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Eighteenth  Annual  Report 


OF 

THE  DIRECTORS 

OF  THE 

WESTERN  PENNSYLVANIA 

Institution  for  the  Blind 


Presented  to  the  Corporators 


AT  THEIR 


Annual  Meeting,  May  1st,  1905. 


PITTSBURGH,  PA. 


MURDOCH-KERR  PRES8 
PITTSBURGH,  PA. 


Board  of  Corporators 


Charter  Members. 


♦A.  M.  Marshall, 

* William  A.  Herron, 

H.  K.  Porter, 

John  A.  Wood, 

♦Henry  Holdship, 

Rev.  E.  R.  Donehoo,  D.D 
♦B.  F.  Long, 

♦John  H.  Ricketson, 

J.  A.  Lippincott,  M.D., 
♦John  W.  Chalfant, 

A.  M.  Brown, 

♦George  W.  Dilwortil, 
♦JOHN 


♦Morris  H.  Danziger, 

* William  Thaw, 

♦Oliver  P.  Scaife, 

Rev.  E.  P.  Cowan,  D.D., 
♦Hon.  Thomas  Ewing, 

, *L.  H.  Harris,  M.D., 

Rev.  J .T.  McCrory,  D.D., 
♦Charles  J.  Clarke, 

♦Rev.  John  G.  Brown,  D.D. 
W.  H.  Winslow,  M.D., 
Samuel  S.  Brown, 

C.  F.  Dean, 

McCune. 


Members  by  Subscription  of  $500.00. 

♦Charles  Lockhart,  Henry  Phipps,  Jr., 


♦A.  Garrison, 

J.  M.  ScHOONMAICER, 

♦Mrs.  Mary  E.  Sci-ienley, 
♦F.  R.  Brunot, 

Mrs.  D.  C.  Phillips, 

♦Mrs.  E.  M.  Bell, 

D.  H.  Hostetter, 

Mrs.  Wm.  Thaw, 

S.  S.  Marvin, 

♦Dr.  C.  G.  Hussey, 

♦R.  S.  Hays, 

Mrs.  Lucetta  Plumer, 

Otis  H 


♦Jos.  Horne, 

♦Mrs.  Mary  Irwin, 

Mrs.  Mary  T.  Thompson, 
♦J.  P.  Hanna, 

Benj.  Thaw, 

Jno.  Walker, 

♦J.  J.  Vandergrift, 

♦W.  D.  Wood, 

John  B.  Jackson, 

♦Miss  Jane  Holmes, 
Finley  H.  Lloyd, 

Wm.  L.  Abbott, 

Childs. 


♦Deceased. 


Directors. 

Those  whose  terms  expire  in  May,  1906. 

Charles  L.  Taylor,  Lawrence  Dilworth, 

Chas.  F.  Dean. 

Those  whose  terms  expire  in  May,  1907. 

Dr.  J.  A.  Lippincott,  Wm.  L.  Abbott, 

O.  M.  Edwards. 

Those  whose  terms  expire  in  May,  1908. 

J.  M.  SCHOONMAKER,  H.  KlRKE  PORTER, 

Otis  H.  Childs. 


Officers. 


H.  Kirke  Porter President. 

J.  M.  Scpioonmaker First  Vice-President. 

Wm.  L.  Abbott Second  Vice-President. 

O.  M.  Edwards Secretary. 

C.  F.  Dean Treasurer. 


Committee  on  Finance. 

J.  M.  Schoonmaker,  Chairman. 
Wm.  L.  Abbott, 

Otis  H.  Childs. 


Executive  Committee. 

Otis  H.  Childs,  Chairman. 
O.  M.  Edwards, 

Wm.  L.  Abbott, 

Lawrence  Dilworth, 

Chas.  L.  Taylor. 


Counselor. 

A.  M.  Brown,  Esq.,  134  Fifth  Avenue. 


Officers  and  Teachers  of  the  Institution 


Superintendent. 

H.  B.  Jacobs. 


Teachers  in  the  Literary  Department. 

Miss  O.  H.  J.  Harris.,  Miss  Arabella  Shetter, 
*Miss  Anna  Jacobs,  Miss  M.  Edna  Caskey, 

Mrs.  M.  M.  DuShane. 


Teachers  in  the  Musical  Department. 

Miss  Sarah  E.  Taylor,  G.  R.  Broadberry, 

Miss  Jean  Cowan,  Assistant,  John  Gernert. 

Industrial  Department. 

*Miss  Anna  Jacobs,  Wm.  H.  Long, 

Mrs.  M.  M.  DuShane,  Teacher  of  Piano-Tuning. 

Teachers  of  Girls’  Industrial  Work.  J-  M.  IvICHARD, 

Teacher  of  Broom-Making. 


Household  Officers. 


Miss  Ida  M.  Hoover, 

House-Keeper. 

Miss  Minnie  E.  Brown, 

Book-Keeper. 


Miss  Rebecca  Donnell, 

Boys’  Governess. 

Miss  Amy  J.  Loomis, 

Girls’  Governess. 


J.  A.  Lippincott,  M.D., 

Oculist  and  Special  Physician. 


♦Absent  on  account  of  ill  health. 


Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for 
the  Blind. 

Proceedings  of  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Incor- 
porators and  Life  Members. 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  May  i,  1905. 

The  eighteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporators, 
duly  summoned  in  compliance  with  the  By-Laws,  was  held 
at  the  Institution,  Bellefield  Avenue,  Pittsburgh,  this — 
Monday — afternoon,  May  1st,  1905. 

Those  present  were  Rev.  J.  T.  McCrory,  D.D.,  Hon. 
H.  Kirke  Porter,  Dr  J.  A.  Lippincott  and  Chas.  F.  Dean, 
Esq.,  Incorporators ; Messrs.  Otis  H.  Childs,  Chas.  L. 
Taylor  and  O.  M.  Edwards,  Directors;  and  H.  B.  Jacobs, 
Superintendent. 

On  motion  offered  by  Mr.  Porter,  Dr.  J.  T.  McCrory 
was  selected  to  preside  over  the  meeting,  and  by  a similar 
motion,  Mr.  O.  M.  Edwards  was  elected  Secretary. 

On  taking  the  chair,  the  President  called  upon  Hon. 
H.  K.  Porter  to  open  the  proceedings  with  prayer. 

The  Secretary  announced  that,  in  response  to  the  legal 
call  for  the  meeting,  he  held  proxies  from  the  following 
members : Mrs.  Mary  Thaw  Thompson,  Samuel  S.  Brown, 
Esq.,  John  B.  Jackson,  Esq.,  Col.  J.  M.  Schoonmaker,  Maj. 
A.  M.  Brown,  Benj.  Thaw,  Esq.,  and  Finley  H.  Lloyd, 
Esq. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  annual  meeting,  held  Monday 
afternoon,  May  2nd,  1904,  were  then  read  and,  on  motion, 
were  declared  approved. 

The  Secretary  stated  that,  in  compliance  with  the  By- 
Laws,  notice  of  the  meeting  had  been  published  in  the  Pitts- 
burgh Daily  Dispatch,  in  three  different  issues  of  the  paper, 
namely,  April  25th,  27th  and  29th  ultimo ; also,  that  copies 
of  a circular  letter  regarding  the  meeting  had  been  mailed 
to  all  the  members  of  the  Corporation. 
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The  Chair  then  called  for  the  Annual  reports  of  the 
Officers  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  when  Hon.  H.  Kirke 
Porter,  President  of  the  Board,  responded  and  read  his  re- 
port, which  was  listened  to  with  interest,  and,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Edwards,  was  received,  ordered  placed  on  file  and  to 
be  printed. 

The  treasurer,  Mr.  Clias.  F.  Dean,  submitted  his  eight- 
eenth annual  report  of  the  finances  of  the  Institution  on 
account  of  maintenance,  etc.  It  exhibits  in  detail  the  re- 
ceipts and  disbursements  for  the  past  year,  and  shows  a 
satisfactory  balance  in  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  Institution. 

The  Treasurer  also  made  his  third  annual  report  of 
the  Special  or  Emergency  Fund,  which  shows  that  fund  to 
be  in  a satisfactory  condition  and  that  the  money  has  been 
judiciously  handled. 

On  motion  offered  by  Dr.  Lippincott,  both  reports 
were  received  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  with  the  certificates 
of  the  officers  of  the  banks  attached  and  tbe  report  of  the 
Auditing  Committee,  when  made. 

The  Superintendent  then  read  his  report  of  the  opera- 
tions and  condition  of  the  school  during  the  past  year, 
which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dean,  was  received  and  ordered 
to  be  printed  with  the  other  accompanying  documents  sub- 
mitted. 

The  President  announced  that  the  terms  of  three  Di- 
rectors, namely,  Messrs.  H.  K.  Porter,  J.  M.  Schoonmaker 
and  Otis  H.  Childs,  expire  with  this  meeting,  and  asked  the 
pleasure  of  the  Corporation  regarding  the  matter. 

On  motion  offered,  it  was  agreed  to  proceed  to  the 
election  of  three  Directors  to  succeed  those  whose  terms 
are  about  to  expire. 

Mr.  Taylor  then  offered  a resolution  that  the  gentle- 
men named  as  Directors  be  re-elected  to  succeed  themselves, 
and  that  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  cast  the  ballot  of 
the  Corporation  for  them.  This  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Dean, 
and  adopted  unanimously. 

The  Secretary  announced  that  Messrs.  Porter,  Schoon- 
maker and  Childs  had  received  the  unanimous  vote  of  the 
members  present  and  the  proxies  submitted,  and  the  Chair 
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declared  them  duly  elected  Directors  of  the  Institution  for 
the  ensuing  three  years. 

The  Secretary  then  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
Corporation  has  been  much  reduced  in  numbers  in  the  past 
several  years  by  the  death  of  its  members,  and  urged  that 
some  action  be  taken  to  increase  the  number  of  Life  Mem- 
bers. “This,”  he  said,  "has  been  suggested  by  a paragraph 
in  the  interesting  report  of  our  President  and  calls  special 
attention  to  his  remark:  ‘We  realize  that  the  Board  of 
Corporators  is  not  large.’  ” 

The  matter  was  considered  important  and  timely,  and 
after  some  discussion  and  the  offering  of  various  sugges- 
tions, on  motion  offered  by  Mr.  Porter,  and  seconded  by 
Mr.  Childs,  it  was  referred  to  Mr.  Dean  and  Mr.  Edwards 
as  a Committee,  to  devise  some  plan  for  increasing  the  Life 
Membership  and  for  raising  funds  to  complete  the  new  In- 
dustrial building  in  course  of  erection. 

On  motion  unanimously  agreed  to,  Mr.  John  Walker 
and  Mr.  D.  Herbert  Hostetter  were  appointed  a Committee, 
with  Mr.  Benj.  Thaw  as  alternate,  to  audit  the  reports  of 
the  Treasurer. 

The  Superintendent  was  instructed  to  compile  and 
have  printed,  at  as  early  a date  as  possible,  1,000  copies  of 
the  Annual  Report ; also  to  make  proper  acknowledgment 
in  the  report  of  all  favors  received  from,  and  interest  shown 
by,  friends  of  the  Institution  during  the  past  year. 

The  business  of  the  Corporators  being  completed,  on 
motion,  the  meeting  was  adjourned. 

O.  M.  Edwards, 

Secretary. 
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Report  of  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Directors. 

To  the  Incorporators  and  Life  Members  of  the  Western 

Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind: 

In  accordance  with  an  honored  custom,  we  bring  you 
the  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  this  insti- 
tution. 

The  year  began  under  the  shadow  of  our  great  loss 
which  had  come  through  the  death  of  our  faithful  and  be- 
loved president,  Dr.  John  G.  Brown.  Within  eight  years 
we  had  met  with  repeated  losses  in  the  death  of  three 
faithful  men  who  had  been  members  of  our  board  from 
the  beginning  in  1886,  and  who  had  each  in  turn  effi- 
ciently administered  our  affairs  as  president,  having  been 
the  first  three  to  occupy  that  office ; and  whose  character 
and  influence  had  been  of  the  highest  and  best  in  laying 
the  foundations  for  usefulness.  The  whole  board  were 
deeply  impressed  with  their  great  loss,  but  with  united 
effort  and  deepened  sympathy  for  all  who  should  be  call- 
ed on  to  discharge  executive  duties,  entered  vigorously 
upon  the  continuous  life  of  the  institution.  The  vacancy 
created  by  Dr.  Brown’s  death  was  filled  by  the  election  of 
Mr.  Charles  L.  Taylor. 

In  addressing  your  body,  we  realize  that  the  Board 
of  Corporators  is  not  large,  and  that  the  only  way  for  its 
increase  is  by  the  election  of  those  who  have  made  a sub- 
scription of  at  least  $500.00.  We  believe,  however,  that, 
while  few  in  number,  you  represent  a great  public  that  is 
interested  in  the  care  of  the  scholars  who  come  here,  and 
that  their  interest  is  shown  through  the  action  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State.  While  we  recognize  that  great 
confidence  is  reposed  in  the  Board  of  Directors,  yet  it 
would  be  very  gratifying  to  us  if  the  whole  community 
would  manifest  a larger  and  more  vital  interest  in  our 
affairs,  by  familiarizing  themselves  with  our  life  and  our 
endeavors.  We  appreciate  the  support  that  has  been 
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given  to  the  school  by  all  the  people  through  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  are  glad  that  careful  investigation  is  made  every 
two  years  by  the  committee  on  appropriations ; but  we 
are  always  desirous  that  our  immediate  neighbors  and 
friends,  who  share  directly  with  us  in  the  desire  to  be 
helpful  to  the  blind,  should  become  familiar  with  what 
we  are  trying  to  do.  We  note  with  special  pleasure  the 
gift  of  one  of  our  nearest  neighbors,  Mr.  John  S.  Scully, 
who  has,  at  his  own  expense,  planted  a row  of  trees  on 
our  sidewalk  along  the  full  length  of  our  grounds  on 
Bellefield  avenue,  and  has  properly  protected  them  from 
injury  with  wire.  This  will  give  added  beauty  to  these 
grounds,  and  yet,  in  the  spirit  of  economy,  we  had  re- 
frained from  indulging  ourselves  in  this  expense.  We 
are  almost  equally  grateful  to  him  for  the  kind  words  that 
he  has  expressed  in  regard  to  the  attractive  way  in  which 
our  grounds  are  maintained,  and  the  excellent  deport- 
ment of  our  scholars  in  their  recreation  and  play. 

In  several  reports  of  recent  years,  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  need  of  greatly  improved  facilities  for  the 
conduct  of  instruction  in  industrial  employments.  We 
have  at  last  decided  upon  the  location  of  a building  in 
which  these  facilities  will  be  provided,  and  ground  has 
already  been  broken  for  the  foundation  of  such  a build- 
ing. It  will  be  almost  exactly  the  same  width  as  our 
boiler-house,  and  about  two-thirds  its  length,  receiving 
heat  and  power  from  that  plant,  which  we  made  central 
at  the  beginning  for  all  such  additional  buildings  as 
might  be  needed.  The  upper  floor  of  this  building  is  to 
be  utilized  as  a hospital,  in  case  of  necessity  should  con- 
tagious disease  require  the  isolation  of  patients.  In  our 
original  building  we  made  some  provision  for  such  iso- 
lation, and  found  it  of  value.  In  building  the  boiler-house 
we  made  a still  further  provision,  and  this  was  very  use- 
ful two  years  ago  when  there  was  something  of  an  epi- 
demic in  the  school.  But  we  feel  that  these  facilities  are 
not  sufficient  to  insure  us  in  case  of  any  serious  trouble. 
We  look  forward  to  these  new  arrangements  as  being 
greatly  needed,  and  of  vast  importance  in  the  discharge 
of  our  important  trust.  This  new  building  will  be  lo- 
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cated  to  the  west  of  the  boiler-house.  Eight  thousand 
dollars  of  the  amount  required  is  provided  by  an  appro- 
priation from  the  state,  which  we  have  availed  ourselves 
of.  The  recent  Legislature  declined  at  this  time  to  make 
another  appropriation  toward  this  building,  and  about 
twelve  or  fourteen  thousand  dollars  must  be  otherwise 
provided  by  the  institution.  Might  it  not  be  feasible,  at 
this  time,  to  secure  enough  new  members  for  the  Board 
of  Corporators,  to  provide  very  largely,  if  not  entirely, 
for  this  new  building,  and  not  take  invested  funds  that 
give  us  special  strength  in  case  of  future  emergency. 

We  gratefully  make  mention  of  the  appropriations 
made  at  the  recent  session  of  the  Legislature  to  this  in- 
stitution, of  an  annual  per  capita  sum  of  $275.00  for  the 
education  and  maintenance  of  the  pupils.  This  is  a slight 
increase  over  the  $260.00  which  had  been  before  appro- 
priated, and  was  recognized  as  being  just  and  fair,  con- 
sidering the  great  expense  entailed  in  giving  boarding, 
lodging,  care  and  instruction  to  those  who  need  it  so 
greatly.  The  committee  of  the  Legislature  questioned 
whether  some  part  of  this  expense  should  not  be  borne 
by  the  parents  of  the  scholars,  but  when  they  realized 
how  few  could  afford  any  such  expense,  and  how  many 
needy  ones  would  be  deprived  of  an  education  if  such  a 
charge  were  made,  they  withdrew  the  objection,  and  con- 
tinued the  care  by  the  state.  They  also  generously  gave 
us  $2,000.00  each  year  for  school  apparatus,  furniture 
and  repairs. 

We  are  very  glad  to  report  that  the  health  of  the 
school  throughout  the  year  has  been  excellent,  no  serious 
cases  of  sickness  having  occurred.  This  fact  is  more 
than  one  of  gratification  ; it  is  almost  sure  proof  of  excel- 
lence of  sanitary  arrangements,  of  commendable  over- 
sight on  the  part  of  officers  and  of  the  greatest  value 
in  inspiring  confidence  on  the  part  of  parents.  Your  atten- 
tion has  frequently  been  called — particularly  by  Dr. 
Brown,  our  late  president — to  the  serious  objection  on  the 
part  of  many  parents  to  allowing  their  blind  children  away 
from  their  own  supervision  and  care.  Affection  often  in- 
terferes with  better  judgment  as  to  what  is  for  the  real 
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interest  of  the  children  ; and  the  State,  as  well  as  the  child, 
is  the  serious  loser  by  reason  of  neglect  to  take  advantage 
of  the  facilities  here  provided  so  generously.  In  spite  of 
this  difficulty,  however,  which  will  probably  always  exist, 
our  school  has  had  a larger  enrollment  during  the  last  year 
than  ever  before,  one  hundred  in  all  having  been  enrolled 
to  date,  namely,  forty-two  girls  and  fifty-eight  boys,  and 
these,  it  is  pleasant  to  note,  come  from  twenty-two  counties 
in  our  State,  almost  all  of  them,  of  course,  from  Western 
Pennsylvania. 

We  are  glad  to  report  that  the  organ,  which  was  the 
gift  of  Mr.  Carnegie,  is  proving  its  continued  usefulness 
to  us,  and  that  part  of  our  regular  instruction  includes 
several  hours  daily  work  of  our  pupils  upon  this  instru- 
ment. When  it  is  realized  of  how  much  value  music  is  to 
the  blind,  as  an  educational  force  and  a matter  of  enjoy- 
ment, as  well  as  a useful  employment,  the  great  value  of 
this  gift  becomes  manifest.  Other  gifts  that  have  come  to 
us  from  the  hands  of  the  living,  or  from  those  who  have 
remembered  us  in  their  wills,  have  been  safely  invested 
and  are  held  as  an  emergency  for  use  in  the  future.  All 
such  gifts  are  gratefully  received,  and  will  be  used  as 
wisely  and  carefully  as  we  know  how  to  use  them. 

Gratifying  reports  have  come  to  us  of  several  who 
have  gone  out  from  the  school  in  recent  years,  and  par- 
ticularly of  some  who  had  been  received  at  rather  an  ad- 
vanced age,  in  order  to  help  them  to  useful  employment 
in  life.  In  certain  cases  those  who  have  thus  been  ad- 
mitted and  fitted  for  usefulness,  have  deeply  regretted  that 
their  parents  had  not  placed  them  here  when  young,  in 
order  that  their  minds  might  have  been  better  trained  to 
help  them  through  all  the  coming  years.  If  in  any  way 
the  Board  of  Directors  can  reach  the  parents  of  children 
who  are  now  neglected  in  this  matter  of  education,  they 
earnestly  desire  to  do  so,  and  would  welcome  suggestions 
from  any  one  to  whose  attention  this  report  may  be 
brought.  We  can  hardly  refrain  from  urging  this  matter 
as  strongly  as  possible  upon  the  attention  of  this  community, 
and  assure  the  people  that  we  wish  to  have  their  cordial 
co-operation  in  trying  to  be  a real  benefit  to  those  who 
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need  the  valuable  service  which  can  be  rendered  here,  and 
who  will  be  at  a serious  loss  without  it.  At  the  same  time, 
we  desire  that  it  shall  be  carefully  considered  that  the 
State  is  constantly  a loser  in  every  such  case,  as  well  as 
the  individual. 

It  is  a special  pleasure  to  report  that,  while  our 
numbers  are  not  large  enough  to  have  a graduating 
class  every  year,  this  year  there  are  seven  pupils  who 
have  completed  the  course  of  instruction,  and  will  be 
graduated  from  our  institution.  We  shall  follow  these 
with  deep  interest  into  their  future  lives,  and  trust  that 
these  will  be  lives  of  usefulness  and  happiness. 

In  conclusion,  I beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  term  of  service  of  the  following  directors  expires 
with  this  meeting  of  the  Corporators : J.  M.  Schoonmaker, 
Otis  H.  Childs  and  H.  K.  Porter. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  K.  Porter, 

President. 


Pittsburgh,  May  r,  1905. 


13 


Eighteenth  Annual  Report 

of  C.  F.  Dean,  Treasurer 

of  the 

Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind, 
For  the  Year  ending  April  30th,  1905. 


Receipts. 


Balance  on  hand,  May  1st,  1904 $ 7,929  53 

From  State  Treasurer,  Maintenance $20,977  12 

From  Sale  of  Brooms 1,190  70  22,167  82 


$30,097  35 


$ 3.727  83 


21,161  77 
5,207  75 

$30,097  35 

Union  National  Bank  of  Pittsburg, 
April  29th,  1905. 

This  is  to  certify  that,  as  shown  in  the  above  account,  the  sum 
of  $5,207.75  stands  upon  the  books  of  this  bank,  at  this  date,  to  the 
credit  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind. 

Geo.  M.  Paden,  Assistant  Cashier. 


Disbursements. 

Investment.  Mortgage  and  accrued  interest. 


Salaries $ 8,392  17 

Wages  of  Employes 3,590  80 

Supplies 7,165  55 

Light  and  Heat 1,699  99 

Sundry  Expenses 313  26 


Balance  on  hand,  April  30th,  1905 


June  2i,  1905. 
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Third  Annual  Report 

of  the 

Special  Fund, 

For  the  Year  ending  April  30th,  1905. 


Balance  on  hand,  May  1st,  1904 

Received  from  mortgage  paid,  Andrews. . . . 

$3,500  00 

$1,200  79 

Interest,  Investments 

697  49 

Subscriptions : 

Mrs.  M.  A.  McCutcheon.  . . . 

100  00 

A Friend 

100  00 

Edwin  Miser 

10  00 

N.  L.  Strong 

100  00 

Miss  Shirley  Budke 

25  00 

Interest  on  Bank  account 

50  48 

4o82  97 

$5./83  /6 

Guarantee  Title  & 

Trust  Co., 

Pittsbu 

rg,  April  29th.  1905. 

This  is  to  certify  that,  as  shown  in  the  above  report,  there  stands 
upon  the  books  of  this  Company,  at  this  date,  the  stint  of  $5,783.76, 
to  the  credit  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind. 


Guarantee  Title  & Trust  Co., 

By  J.  T.  Wachob,  Treasurer. 

The  undersigned  auditors,  duly  appointed,  hereby  certify  that 
they  have  examined  the  above  annual  reports  of  the  Treasurer  and 
have  found  them  to  be  correct. 

*Wm.  L.  Abbott, 

Otis  H.  Childs, 

Auditors. 


*Owing  to  pressing  engagements  outside  of  the  city,  Messrs. 
John  Walker  and  D.  Herbert  Hostetter,  who  were  appointed,  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Corporators,  a Committee  to  audit  the  Treas- 
urer’s reports,  were  unable  to  perform  the  duty  assigned. 
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The  Superintendent’s  Report. 


Western  Pennsylvania  Institution 
for  the  Blind. 


Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  May  i,  1905. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors: 

Gentlemen — In  accordance  with  our  custom  and  in  the 
performance  of  my  duty,  I beg  leave  to  submit  herewith 
my  fifteenth  annual  report  of  the  operations  of  this  insti- 
tution, the  same  being  for  the  year  which  closes  on  this 
date. 

As  but  little  change  has  been  made  in  our  general 
plan  of  conducting  the  affairs  of  the  school,  and  as  its 
aims  and  purposes  have  been  pretty  fully  set  forth  in 
previous  reports,  this  one  will  be  found  to  contain  only 
a brief  summary  of  leading  events  as  they  have  occurred 
during  the  year. 

We  have  endeavored  this  year,  as  in  all  previous 
years  since  the  organization  of  the  school,  to  maintain 
the  high  standard  early  set  of  making  the  best  possible  use 
of  our  opportunities  and  the  means  at  our  command  to 
have  this  institution  become  an  important  educational 
force  in  this  part  of  our  State,  to  have  its  influence  and 
training  felt  for  good — morally,  socially  and  intellectually 
■ — in  every  community  from  which  our  pupils  come.  To 
this  end,  we  have  tried  to  take  the  broadest  and  most  com- 
prehensive view  of  the  education  of  the  blind,  and  have 
aimed,  each  year,  to  raise  the  standard  of  instruction  in 
the  several  departments  of  the  school,  so  that  those  under 
our  care  may  receive  the  fullest  measure  of  benefit  from 
the  training  given. 

It  must  be  apparent  to  every  one  who  has  given  the 
matter  consideration  and  is  acquainted  with  the  facts,  that 
most  of  the  blind  children  and  youth  in  the  western  part 
of  our  State,  are  wholly  dependent  upon  this  institution 
for  their  education,  and  their  prepartion  for  life's  work. 
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Hence,  we  have  endeavored  to  make  onr  instruction,  in 
fact  all  our  training,  as  practical  and  useful  as  possible : 
and  have  aimed  to  study  well  the  physical  condition,  bent 
of  mind  and  circumstances  of  our  pupils  individually,  so 
that  we  might  direct  and  instruct  them  in  such  manner 
as  is  best  suited  to  their  needs,  and  along  lines  in 
which  they  can  make  the  most  rapid  progress,  and  which 
give  the  surest  promise  of  success  in  our  efforts  to  prepare 
them  for  some  useful  employment,  with  the  results  which 
usually  follow — contentment  and  happiness  in  life. 

The  proper  education  of  the  blind  is  a more  serious 
and  complex  problem  than  many  suppose,  even  more 
serious  than  many  actually  engaged  in  the  work  realize. 
There  are  physical  and  psychological  difficulties  to  over- 
come, that  are  not  present  in  the  education  of  children  in 
normal  condition  ; and,  while  there  have  been  some  modi- 
fications and  some  improvement  in  the  methods  of  instruc- 
tion employed  in  institutions  of  this  kind,  the  general 
system  of  training  the  blind,  it  seems  to  us,  is  not  com- 
plete ; it  lacks  breadth  and  fulness  and  practical  adapt- 
ability, that  the  greatest  benefit  to  the  children  may  be 
secured,  and  the  demands  of  society  and  the  State  fully 
met. 

A well  and  practically  educated  blind  person  will  not 
depend  upon  society  or  the  county  for  support,  but  he  will 
manage  by  earnest  and  commendable  effort  to  care  for 
himself. 

But,  it  must  be  remembered  that  we  are  not  dealing 
with  children  in  a normal  condition.  While  many  of  those 
who  come  to  us  for  instruction  have  what  may  be  called 
bright  intellects,  and  are  in  full  possession  of  all  their  other 
senses,  they  are  blind,  or  defective  in  sight ; and  this  con- 
dition, together  With  their  home  surroundings,  in  many 
instances,  tends  to  produce  discontent  and  discouragement, 
and  leads  to  the  development  of  peculiar  habits  and  dis- 
positions, all  of  which  have  to  be  met  and  corrected,  if 
possible,  in  the  process  of  their  education.  Therefore, 
this  work  must  be  regarded  as  of  special  character ; for, 
in  the  relative  value  of  the  several  senses  in  the  process  of 
education,  sight  is  always  regarded  as  the  most  important. 
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When  all  the  senses — sight,  hearing,  smell,  touch  and 
taste — operate  in  conjunction,  or  as  they  are  needed,  the 
process  of  the  mental  development  of  the  child  is  com- 
paratively easy.  But,  when  children  are  deprived  of  the 
use  of  the  most  important  of  these,  the  conditions  are 
entirely  different.  Such  children,  as  we  have  always 
claimed,  should  be  under  the  training  of  those  who 
possess  the  highest  teaching  talent  and  skill,  and  who 
have  the  fullest  and  most  comprehensive  knowledge  of 
educational  processes  and  influences ; and,  as  one  has  well 
said  : “They  should  have  all  the  skill  and  patience  and 
sympathy  that  a noble  teacher  can  command.” 

The  year  just  closed  has  been  a prosperous  one  in  all 
the  departments  of  the  institution,  and  productive  of  good 
and  satisfactory  results.  It  has  witnessed  the  largest  enroll- 
ment of  pupils  in  the  history  of  the  school,  steady  progress 
in  all  lines  of  training,  and  a constant  and  intelligent  effort 
on  the  part  of  those  having  the  instruction  in  charge  to  make 
improvements  in  their  methods,  and  to  keep  pace  with 
the  progress  making  in  all  educational  work  and,  espe- 
cially, to  keep  well  informed  with  regard  to  the  methods 
employed  in  the  education  of  the  blind. 

SESSIONS  OF  THE  SCHOOL. 

The  last  term  of  the  school  closed  on  Wednesday 
morning,  June  22  last,  after  a continuous  session  of  forty- 
one  weeks.  While  at  the  date  of  making  our  last  annual 
report — May  2,  1904 — 95  pupils  were  given  as  the  number 
then  enrolled,  one  was  admitted  later,  making  the  total  en- 
rollment for  the  full  term  96 — 53  boys  and  43  girls. 

The  regular  work  of  the  school  was  brought  to  a close 
with  a popular  concert  given  in  the  chapel,  on  Tuesday 
evening,  June  21  last,  in  which  most  of  the  pupils  took 
part.  Although  the  weather  was  very  unfavorable  (a 
heavy  rain  came  up  just  as  the  people  were  gathering, 
and  continued  late  into  the  night),  the  chapel  was  crowded 
with  an  interested  and  enthusiastic  audience.  The  pro- 
gram consisted  of  a variety  of  numbers  of  vocal  and  in- 
strumental music,  and  declamations  by  small  pupils.  All 


were  rendered  in  a creditable  manner,  and  the  whole  was 
warmly  appreciated  by  the  audience.  Before  the  last 
number  was  announced,  a brief  address  was  made  by  the 
President  of  the  Board,  Hon.  H.  K.  Porter,  in  which, 
after  thanking  the  audience  for  their  presence,  he  gave 
an  outline  of  the  aims  and  progress  of  the  school, 
and  referred  feelingly  to  members  of  the  Board  and  others 
who  had  taken  a deep  interest  in  the  institution  from  its 
beginning,  but  who  have  now  passed  from  us  to  their  rest 
and  their  reward. 

The  following  is  the  programme  given  during  the  even- 
ing: 
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Programme. 

Part  I. 


“Anona” — March McKinley 

Institution  Orchestra. 

Invocation. 

“Glory  Be  to  the  God  of  Heaven” — Anthem Fanner 

School. 

Waltz  in  E flat Durand 

Marie  Roth. 


“Festal  March”— Organ Clark 

Bertha  M.  Johnston. 

. f “Six  Little  Maids  from  School” Selected 

Recitations : < 

( “Johnny’s  Hist  ry  Lesson” S.  E.  Post 

Oscar  Gibson. 

“The  Holiday” — Vocal  March Veacie 

Chorus,  Senior  Pupils. 

“With  Wind  and  Tide,  March” — Piano Dewitt 


Robert  C.  Davidson  and  Henry  Harty. 


(a)  “Entr’acte  Gavotte”  (Mignon) — Organ 

(b)  “March  Pontifical” — Organ 

John  H.  Dolan. 


Recitations : 


r “A  Very  Bad  Case” 

Christina  Steel. 

J “Dorothy’s  Theory” 

"i  Mary  Hillary. 


. . . . Thomas 
. . . T ombelle 

H.  Y.  People 

.. . . .Selected 


"Dottie’s  Opinion” 

Melda  M.  Montgomery. 


Selected 
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Part  II. 


“A  Yankee  Doodle  Tune” — Unison  Chorus.  . . . 

Junior  Pupils. 

Valse  de  Concert — Piano 

Earl  S.  Kepharx. 

f “Johnny’s  Poem” 

Recitations : - 

John  Harney. 

“When  Daddy  Was  a Little  Boy”. 

“The  Poppies 

Wesley  C.  Stevens. 

Have  Come  Again” — Unison  Song.  . 

Mazurka  No. 

Senior  Girls. 

2 — Piano 

“King  of  the 

John  H.  Dolan. 

Sea” — Unison  Song 

Senior  Boys. 

“Le  Tourbillon” — Waltz 

Bertha  M.  Johnson. 
(a-)  “Recollections  of  Home” — Organ 

. .Mills-Rcynolds 

(b)  “Triumphal  March” — Organ 

Earl  S.  Kephart. 

“My  Own  United  States” — Unison  Chorus 

Chorus  by  School. 
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THE  CURRENT  SESSION. 

During  the  last  summer  vacation  the  necessary  re- 
pairs were  made  to  the  buildings,  both  exterior  and  in- 
terior, and  all  the  walls  and  ceilings,  woodwork  and 
furniture,  from  the  top  to  the  cellar,  were  thoroughly 
scrubbed  and  cleaned,  so  that  there  was  an  air  of  cleanli- 
ness and  sweetness  everywhere ; and  the  current  term  of 
the  school  was  commenced  under  very  favorable  circum- 
stances, on  Wednesday  morning,  September  7th  last. 

The  number  of  pupils  registered  to  date  this  session 
is  100,  the  largest  number  enrolled  during  any  one  year. 
Of  these,  58  are  boys  and  42  girls. 

The  pupils  registered  during  the  present  term  of  the 
school  have  come  from  the  following  twenty-two  counties 
in  the  western  part  of  our  State : 


Boys. 

Allegheny 29 

Armstrong 1 

Beaver 

Blair 1 

Butler 2 

Cambria 2 

Center 2 

Clarion 1 

Clearfield 1 . 

Crawford 3 

Erie 2 

Fayette 1 

Jefferson 1 

Lawrence 1 

Mercer 1 

McKean 1 

Northumberland x 

Somerset 1 

Venango 1 

Warren 1 

Washington 3 

Westmoreland 2 


Girls. 

18 

2 

2 

1 
4 

3 

2 


1 

1 


2 

2 

4 


Total. 

47 

3 
2 
2 
6 
2 
2 

4 

1 

5 

2 
1 

1 
•1 

2 

2 
1 
1 

3 
1 

5 

6 


58  42  100 


Total 
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As  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of 
the  Blind  is  located  at  Overbrook,  near  Philadelphia,  it 
has  been  our  fixed  policy  not  to  encourage  blind  people 
from  the  eastern  part  of  the  State  to  make  application  for 
admission  to  this  school. 

Of  those  enrolled,  twenty — fifteen  boys  and  five  girls 
—are  new  pupils,  and  five — four  boys  and  one  girl — were 
re-admitted,  that  is,  they  had  formerly  belonged  to  the 
school,  but  were  not  present  during  the  last  term.  Thus, 
the  total  increase  this  year  over  the  previous  year  is 
twenty-five.  But  our  records  show  that  the  names  of 
twenty-one  of  the  pupils  registered  last  term,  do  not  ap- 
pear on  our  roll  this  year.  Four  of  these  were  adults, 
who  learned  the  broom-trade  and  withdrew  to  engage  in 
business  for  themselves;  two  died;  three  removed  from 
the  State ; four  remained  at  home  on  account  of  poor 
health,  and  eight  failed  to  return  for  reasons  not  given, 
thus  making  a net  increase  this  year  of  four  pupils. 

STATISTICS. 

Boys.  Girls.  Total. 


Total  number  enrolled  at  date  of  last  report.  . 53  42  95 

Number  of  new  pupils  admitted  later 1 1 

Total  number  enrolled  during  last  term 53  43  96 

Number  withdrawn  for  various  causes 14  7 21 

Number  of  former  pupils  enrolled  during  this 

term 39  36  75 

Number  of  new  pupils  admitted 15  5 20 

Number  of  pupils  re-admitted 4 1 5 

Total  number  enrolled  to  date  this  term.  ...  58  42  100 


Total  number  enrolled  since  the  organization.  . 129  96  225 

Of  the  new  pupils  admitted,  eight  are  adults,  or  nearly 
so — young  men  who  have  been  admitted  primarily  to 
learn  a trade,  or  in  some  other  way  fit  themselves  to  earn 
a living — one  had  spent  three  or  four  terms  at  the  Penn- 
sylvania Institution  for  the  Blind,  near  Philadelphia;  one 
is  of  foreign  birth  and  had  been  for  sometime  in  an  institu- 
tion for  the  blind  in  Konigsburg,  eastern  Prussia;  the  rest 
had  never  attended  an  institution  anywhere  before.  Most 
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of  these  young  people  had  little  or  no  previous  instruction 
or  training  of  any  kind,  except  to  be  taught  to  care  for 
their  wants.  Some  of  them  possess  fairly  good  intellects, 
but  are  lamentably  deficient  in  cultivation  and  discipline, 
and  are  almost  as  simple  in  thoughts  and  habits  as  small 
children.  After  being  here  a short  time  and  noting  the 
intelligence  and  progress  of  our  other  pupils,  they  asked 
to  be  admitted  to  some  of  the  classes  in  the  Literary  De- 
partment. The  request  was  granted  on  condition  that 
their  presence  in  the  classes  would  not  interfere  with  the 
work  of  the  other  students.  Of  course,  the  development 
and  discipline  of  their  minds  have  been  slow  and  tedious, 
but  they  are  making  some  progress,  and  will  eventually 
acquire  some  knowledge  of  the  elementary  branches  in 
our  literary  work.  They  are  beginning  to  read  and  are 
learning  something  of  the  principles  of  mathematics  and 
other  studies,  all  of  which  will  be  a comfort  to  them  in 
the  future,  and  greatly  aid  them  in  whatever  duties  they 
may  engage.  As  may  well  be  supposed,  the  discipline  and 
control  of  these  pupils  has  been  a source  of  some  concern, 
but  we  feel  that  we  are  gradually  overcoming  all  difficul- 
ties in  this  regard. 

Most  of  these  pupils  now  deplore  the  fact  that  their 
parents  did  not  send  them  to  school  earlier,  when  they 
might  have  taken  up  the  full  course  of  studies  and  em- 
ployments of  the  school,  and  have  been  fitted  for  some 
useful  occupation,  as  others  have  been.  And  here  is  veri- 
fied in  a forcible  manner  the  pertinent  remarks  of  the 
President  of  the  Board  in  his  report,  regarding  the  affec- 
tion of  parents,  which  leads  them  to  keep  their  children 
at  home  until  the  proper  educational  period  is  past.  It 
is  then  too  late  for  them  to  accomplish  much  at  school, 
and  they  are  thus  deprived  of  the  full  benefits  of  the  insti- 
tution and  the  education  and  training  that  they  should  re- 
ceive, and  that  the  State  has  a right  to  expect  them  to  have. 

SCHOOL  WORK. 

We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  state  that  nothing  has  oc- 
curred during  the  past  year  to  interrupt  the  operations  of 
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the  school.  The  instruction  in  all  the  departments  has 
been  conducted  with  skill  and  patience ; the  teachers  have 
been  faithful  and  devoted  to  their  duties,  and  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  advancement  and  general  welfare  of  their 
pupils;  the  attendance  of  the  pupils  in  their  classes 
has  been  excellent,  as  our  daily  roll  call  will  show, 
and  their  progress  in  study  has  been  good.  The  same  high 
ideas  of  the  importance  of  the  training  given  in  the  several 
departments  of  the  school  and  the  relative  value  of  the 
one  to  the  other,  have  been  observed  and  carefully  incul- 
cated. 

In  the  Literary  Department,  we  have  endeavored  to 
instill  into  the  minds  of  the  students  proper  ideas  of  pur- 
pose, responsibility,  thought  and  duty;  in  the  Musical 
Department,  a proper  appreciation  of  the  refining  influ- 
ence which  a knowledge  of  the  art  brings,  its  social  ad- 
vantages, and  the  preparation  it  gives  those  who  have 
special  talent  for  congenial  and  profitable  employment, 
have  all  been  kept  steadily  in  view  and  cultivated ; and  in 
the  Industrial  Department,  the  special  aim  and  purpose 
have  been  to  prepare  the  pupils  to  earn  an  independent 
living,  to  train  them  in  some  handicraft  employment  as 
a means  of  profitably  occupying  their  time  and  divert- 
ing their  attention  from  their  misfortune. 

HEALTH. 

We  are  profoundly  thankful  that  the  excellent  health 
record  has  been  maintained  throughout  the  year.  We 
have  had  no  contagious  diseases  or  serious  sickness  of  any 
kind  among  our  pupils.  They  have  experienced  only  such 
slight  ailments  as  might  be  expected  to  occur  among  any 
large  family  of  children  at  any  time,  as  result  from  the 
changes  of  the  seasons  and  the  weather.  We  are  also 
glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  we  have  never  had  a serious 
accident  among  our  pupils. 

ENTERTAINMENTS. 

By  permission,  the  Mendelssohn  Trio  of  this  city, 
gave  eight  recitals  in  the  chapel  of  the  institution,  on 
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dates  ranging  from  December  15th  last  to  April  18th  ultimo, 
as  their  engagement  with  the  Pittsburgh  Orchestra  per- 
mitted. They  were  assisted  on  several  of  these  occasions  by 
noted  local  soloists.  All  the  members  of  the  Trio  are 
members  of  the  Pittsburgh  Orchestra,  and  the  music 
rendered  at  every  recital  was  of  a high  grade,  and  instruc- 
tive to  our  pupils. 

Then,  on  the  evening  of  February  16th  last,  Mr.  Morris 
Stevens,  a popular  teacher  of  vocal  music  of  the  city,  gave 
a recital  by  his  pupils  in  our  chapel.  The  program  was 
well  arranged  and  consisted  of  a variety  of  numbers  well 
selected  to  exhibit  the  talent  of  the  students.  All  were 
well  rendered  and  received  the  approval  of  those  present. 

These  concerts  furnished  a pleasant  and  profitable 
diversion  for  our  pupils,  and  assisted  to  break,  in  a degree 
at  least,  the  enforced  monotonous  institution  life  through 
which  they  are  compelled  to  pass. 

And,  in  this  connection,  I take  pleasure  in  reporting 
that,  in  the  autumn  of  each  of  several  years  passed,  Mrs. 
George  W.  Dilworth  has  kindly  sent  us  a liberal  donation, 
with  which  to  purchase  tickets  to  admit  our  older  pupils 
to  the  recitals  of  the  Pittsburgh  Orchestra,  at  Carnegie 
Music  Hall,  on  Saturday  afternoons.  This  has  proved  to 
be  a source  of  great  enjoyment  and  profit  to  our  students. 
While  I have  reported  these  gifts  to  you,  as  they  have 
come  to  us,  I feel  that  it  is  due  Mrs.  Dilworth  that  this 
special  announcement  should  be  made  at  this  time  of 
her  thoughtfulness  and  generosity. 

THE  LEGISLATIVE  COMMITTEE. 

It  is  gratifying  to  us  to  report  that  the  gentlemen 
from  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  of  the  Legislature, 
who  visited  the  institution  during  the  early  part  of  March 
last,  spoke  while  here,  and  later  at  Harrisburg  before  the 
whole  committee,  in  terms  of  commendation  of  its  loca- 
tion, its  “pleasant  surroundings  and  its  sanitary  condition, 
and  of  the  character  of  the  work  being  done. 
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CHANGES  IN  OFFICERS  AND  TEACHERS. 

Miss  Anna  Jacobs,  who  had  rendered  efficient  service 
for  several  years  as  a teacher  in  the  Literary  Department 
and,  also,  as  instructor  in  the  Girls’  Industrial  Department, 
was  compelled  last  summer  to  undergo  an  operation  from 
which  she  has  not  yet  fully  recovered,  and  has  not  been 
able  to  resume  her  duties  in  the  school  this  year.  The 
work,  however,  has  been  well  carried  on  by  substitutes, 
principally  among  whom,  is  Mrs.  M.  M.  DuShane,  who 
formerly  had  sole  charge  of  the  department  and  is  fully 
capable  of  doing  the  work. 

At  the  opening  of  the  present  term,  Miss  Ida  M. 
Hoover,  who  had  served  several  years  as  assistant  house- 
keeper at  the  institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  at  Edge- 
wood  Park,  Pa.,  was  appointed  as  housekeeper,  and  con- 
tinues to  discharge  the  duties  of  that  position. 

Also,  at  the  opening  of  the  current  term,  Miss.  Re- 
becca Donnell  was  appointed  to  the  position  of  Boys’ 
Governess,  to  succeed  Mrs.  Margaret  Neal  who  retired  at 
the  close  of  the  last  session  of  the  school. 

During  the  early  part  of  December  last  Miss  Amy  J. 
Loomis,  who  held  the  important  position  of  Girls’  Gov- 
erness almost  continuously  since  the  organization  of  the 
institution,  was  called  to  her  home  on  account  of  the 
serious  sickness  of  her  aged  mother,  who  had  been  an 
invalid  for  a number  of  years  and  has  since  died.  On 
account  of  her  own  impaired  health,  Miss  Loomis  has 
tendered  her  resignation.  The  vacancy  has  been  tem- 
porarily filled  by  Miss  Margaret  Keefe,  who  filled  the 
position  during  a part  of  the  time  of  the  absence  of  Miss 
Loomis  on  a former  occasion,  and  has  a fair  understand- 
ing of  the  duties  to  be  performed. 

IN  CONCLUSION. 

In  concluding  this  report,  I beg  to  assure  you  that  it 
has  been  our  most  earnest  endeavor  to  build  up  and  have 
conducted  here  an  institution  for  the  education  of  the 
blind  equal  to  the  best  in  the  country — one  which  shall 
meet  in  full  measure  the  purposes  of  its  organization,  and 
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which  shall  prove  a source  of  gratification  and  encourage- 
ment to  the  early  promoters  of  the  enterprise,  as  well  as 
to  all  philanthropic  friends,  and  merit  the  proper  recogni- 
tion and  support  of  the  State  as  an  educational  factor. 

I wish  again  to  bear  testimony  to  the  assistance  given 
me  in  the  management  of  the  school  by  the  teachers  and 
officers,  and  to  express  my  appreciation  of  their  energy, 
patience,  fidelity  and  devotion  in  the  discharge  of  their 
several  duties. 

And  I also  take  this  occasion  to  sincerely  thank  the 
members  of  the  Board,  for  their  kind  consideration,  ex- 
pressions of  confidence,  assistance  and  encouragement  in 
directing  the  affairs  of  the  school,  and  for  the  adequate 
and  intelligent  provision  you  have  always  been  willing  to 
make  for  its  support. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

H.  B.  Jacobs, 
Superintendent. 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


It  is  again  our  great  pleasure  and  privilege,  at  the  close 
of  the  year’s  work,  to  formally  tender  our  heartfelt  thanks 
and  express  our  obligations  to  our  numerous  friends  for 
their  many  tokens  of  interest  in  the  institution,  evidences 
of  appreciation  of  our  work  and  good  will,  which  have 
come  to  us  during  the  year. 

We  desire  especially  to  express  our  grateful  acknowl- 
edgments— 

To  Mr.  Gustan  Schlotterback,  Manager,  for  tickets  for  the  ad- 
mission of  pupils  to  “Parsifal,”  a Lecture  Concert  given  by  Walter 
Damrosch,  assisted  by  the  New  York  Symphony  Orchestra,  at  Car- 
negie Music  Hall,  May  7th,  1904,  which  came  to  us  through  Mr.  Wm. 
C.  Hamilton. 

To  Mrs.  George  W.  Dilworth,  for  a gift  of  $10,  with  which  to 
purchase  tickets  to  admit  pupils  to  the  opera  “Parsifal,”  given  by 
Mr.  Walter  Damrosch,  at  Carnegie  Music  Hall,  May  7th,  1904. 

To  Mrs.  Edwin  Miser,  mother  of  one  of  our  pupils,  for  a cash 
donation  of  $10. 

To  Mr.  A.  II.  Brockett,  for  25  tickets  of  admission  to  orchestra 
circle,  at  the  “Grand  Concert”  by  Nina  David,  at  Carnegie  Music 
Hall,  October  24th,  1904. 

To  Mrs.  M.  A.  McCutcheon,  for  a cash  donation  of  $100  to  the 
funds  of.  the  institution. 

To  Mrs.  W.  H.  Drake,  of  Centerville,  Pa.,  for  three  barrels  of 
choice  winter  apples. 

To  Mrs.  George  W.  Dilworth,  for  kind  remembrance  of  the  in- 
stitution and  donation  of  $25,  with  which  to  purchase  tickets  for  the 
admission  of  pupils  and  their  attendants  to  the  Saturday  afternoon 
recitals  of  the  Pittsburg  Orchestra,  at  Carnegie  Music  Hall. 

To  “A  Friend,”  for  a donation  of  $100  to  funds  of  the  institution, 
through  Hon.  H.  Kirke  Porter. 

To  Mr.  George  E.  Peebles,  Jr.,  for  tickets  for  admission  of  pupils 
to  the  concert  by  the  Ringwalt  Choir  Union,  assisted  by  Mrs.  Hissen 
de  Moss,  at  Carnegie  Music  Hall,  December  13th  last. 

To  the  Oliver  McClintock  Company,  for  their  annual  donation  of 
$10  in  cash,  which,  by  action  of  the  Board,  was  applied,  with  the  con- 
tribution of  Mrs.  Dilworth,  to  the  purchasing  of  tickets  for  the  ad- 
mission of  pupils  to  the  recitals  of  the  Pittsburg  Orchestra. 
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To  Hon.  H.  Kirke  Porter,  for  his  kind  annual  remembrance  of 
the  school  at  the  Christmas  season,  by  his  gift  of  a box  of  choice 
oranges,  figs,  raisins  and  candied  popcorn. 

To  Mr.  Albert  L.  Brahm,  for  his  Christmas  gift  of  a large  bucket 
of  fine  candy  for  the  pupils. 

To  Mrs.  A.  J.  Kelly,  for  several  donations  of  useful  articles  for 
the  pupils  and  other  evidences  of  interest  shown. 

To  N.  L.  Strong,  Esq.,  Brookville,  Pa.,  the  father  of  one  of  our 
boys,  for  a contribution  of  $100  in  cash. 

To  Mr.  R.  W.  A.  Simmons,  Director  of  the  Toy  Mission  of 
Pittsburg,  for  his  thoughtfulness  and  kindness  in  sending  us  a large 
number  of  acceptable  toys  from  the  mission,  for  the  pupils  who  re- 
mained with  us  through  the  Chirstmas  holidays. 

To  Mr.  Gustan  Schlotterback,  for  his  magnificent  generosity  in 
sending  us,  through  Mr.  Wm.  C.  Hamilton,  20  tickets  of  admission 
of  our  older  pupils  and  their  attendants,  to  choice  seats  at  the  pre- 
sentation of  “Parsifal”  by  the  Metropolitan  Opera  Company,  at  the 
Nixon  Theater,  Tuesday  afternoon  and  evening,  March  14th  last. 
This  was  a rare  treat  and  a rich  experience  to  our  pupils,  and  will 
be  a pleasant  remembrance  to  them  through  their  lives. 

To  Miss  Shirley  Budke,  a pupil  of  the  school  and  daughter  of 
Hon.  John  F.  Budke,  Canonsburg,  Pa.,  for  a donation  of  $25  to  the 
funds  of  the  institution. 

To  Benj.  Thaw,  Esq.,  for  10  tickets  for  the  admission  of  pupils 
to  reserved  seats  at  the  “County  Chairman,”  at  the  Nixon  Theater, 
March  16th,  1905,  and,  also,  for  courtesies  shown  the  management  of 
the  institution. 

To  Mr.  H.  L.  Ringwalt,  for  tickets  of  admission  of  pupils  and 
attendants  to  the  concert  by  the  Ringwalt  Choir  Union,  assisted  by 
Mrs.  Emma  Porter  Makinson,  at  Carnegie  Music  Hall,  March  6th 
last. 

To  the  pastor,  Rev.  John  H.  Prugh,  D.D.,  and  members  of  Grace 
Reformed  church,  and  the  officers  and  teachers  of  the  Sunday  school, 
for  their  kind  attention,  assistance  and  encouragement  given  those 
of  our  pupils  who  attend  the  church  and  the  Sunday  school. 

To  the  editors  and  publishers  of  the  following  periodicals  and 
daily  papers,  which  have  been  gratuitously  sent  to  the  institution : 
The  Pittsburg  Dispatch,  The  Pittsburg  Leader’,  The  Presbyterian 
Banner,  School  and  Home  Education,  Bloomington,  111.;  The  United 
Presbyterian,  Pittsburg,  Pa. ; The  Colorado  Index,  printed  at  the 
Colorado  School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind,  Colorado  Springs ; The 
Western  Pennsylvania,  published  at  the  Deaf-Mute  Institution, 
Edgewood,  Pa. ; The  Rocky  Mountain  Leader,  published  at  the  Mon- 
tana School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind,  Boulder,  Mont.;  The  Florida 
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School  Herald,  published  at  the  School  for  Deaf  and  the  Blind,  St. 
Augustine,  Fla.,  and  The  Utah  Eagle,  published  at  the  School  for  the 
Deaf  and  Blind,  Ogden,  Utah. 

And  to  all  others  who  have  rendered  assistance  in  any  way  and 
have  given  evidence  of  good  will  and  interest  in  the  institution. 

All  of  which  are  made  in  compliance  with  instructions 
given  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation. 

H.  B.  Jacobs, 
Superintendent. 
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Catalogue  of  Pupils 

In  Attendance  this  Year. 


No. 

BOYS. 

Name.  When  Admitted. 

Residence. 

i 

Walter  Ryan  Taylor, 

Nov.  27,  1891, 

Claremont,  Pa. 

2 

George  Heck, 

Sept.  15,  1892, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

3 

Edward  V.  Minch, 

Oct.  24,  1893, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

4 

Albert  Standley  Miller, 

Oct.  26,  1893, 

Glade,  Pa. 

5 

William  F.  McNally, 

May  1,  1894, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

6 

John  H.  Dolan, 

Sept.  27,  1894, 

Sheffield,  Pa. 

7 

Orlando  Young, 

Feb.  1,  1895, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

8 

Samuel  Earl  Kephart, 

March  4,  1893, 

Connellsville,  Pa. 

9 

Earnst  George  Scott, 

June  3,  1895, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

IO 

Charles  A.  Grimes, 

June  4,  1895, 

Taylorstown,  Pa. 

ii 

Charles  Homer  Gibson, 

Sept.  12,  1895, 

Harrisville,  Pa. 

12 

Harold  Guy  Nickeson, 

May  18,  1896, 

Washington,  Pa. 

13 

Samuel  G.  Rowe, 

Feb.  4,  1897, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

14 

Edward  R.  Brown, 

May  26,  1897, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

15 

George  J.  Reichenberger, 

May  27,  1897, 

McKeesport,  Pa. 

16 

Cyrus  Barnes, 

Sept.  8,  1897, 

Leetsdale,  Pa. 

17 

James  S.  Wardman, 

Sept.  9,  1897, 

Hazeldell,  Pa. 

18 

Willie  Hackey, 

Sept.  9,  1897, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

19 

Oscar  Gibson, 

Sept.  15,  1897, 

Harrisville,  Pa. 

20 

Robert  C.  Davidson, 

Nov.  1,  1897, 

Federal,  Pa. 

21 

Albert  0.  Buechler, 

April  20, 1898, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

22 

Ashley  Daughenbaugh, 

Sept.  15,1898, 

Kylertown,  Pa. 

23 

Frank  A.  Shook, 

Nov.  21,  1898, 

Glenshaw,  Pa. 

24 

Grant  Croslev, 

March  31,  1899, 

Shamoken,  Pa. 

25 

Claude  Stover, 

Sept.  7,  1899, 

Grove  City,  Pa. 

26 

Christopher  Smoke, 

Sept.  11,  1899, 

Moshannon,  Pa. 

27 

Walter  E.  Downing, 

Nov.  14,1899, 

Oil  City,  Pa. 

28 

Harold  L.  Strong, 

May  5,  1900, 

Brookville,  Pa. 

29 

Walter  R.  Ohliger, 

Sept.  10,1900, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

30 

George  Newman, 

May  2,  1901, 

Allegheny.  Pa. 

31 

Clayton  John  Owens, 

May  11,  1901, 

West  Green,  Pa. 

32 

Charles  Jacks, 

Sept.  11,  1901, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

33 

Henry  Hartv, 

Sept.  12, 1901, 

Carnegie,  Pa. 

34 

Jacob  J.  Smith, 

Sept.  26,  1901, 

Erie,  Pa. 

35 

Wm.  McKinley  Chisholm, 

Nov.  21,  1901, 

Bellevue,  Pa. 

36 

Edwin  Paul  Miser, 

May  7,  1902, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

37 

Thomas  A.  Patsky, 

Sept.  11,  1903, 

Altoona,  Pa. 

38 

Wesley  C.  Stevens, 

Sept.  15,  1903, 

Sharpsburg,  Pa. 
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No. 

Name. 

When  Admitted. 

Residence. 

39 

John  Harney, 

Nov.  25,  1903, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

40 

Earl  T.  McCoy, 

Sept.  8,  1903, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

41 

Fred  Common, 

Jan.  4,  1904, 

Bellefonte,  Pa. 

42 

George  H.  Stimson, 

March  31,  1904, 

Lewis  Run,  Pa. 

43 

Charles  A.  Alger, 

April  18,  1904, 

McKeesport,  Pa. 

44 

William  Heise, 

Sept.  7,  1904, 

Greensburg,  Pa. 

45 

Frederick  Block, 

Sept.  7,  1904, 

Johnstown,  Pa. 

46 

Otto  F.  Rammonat, 

Oct.  10,  1904, 

Homestead,  Pa. 

47 

Bryan  Stewart, 

Oct.  14,  1904, 

Rimersburg,  Pa. 

48 

Wilt  Dowling, 

Oct.  31,  1904, 

Kittanning,  Pa. 

49 

Mathew  Dunn, 

Nov.  1,  1904, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

50 

Don  A.  Lasher, 

Nov.  7,  1904, 

Springboro,  Pa. 

51 

George  H.  Gray, 

Nov.  10,  1904, 

Guys  Mills,  Pa. 

52 

George  E.  Marks, 

Nov.  15,  1904, 

Titusville,  Pa. 

53 

Joseph  H.  Werry, 

Nov.  15,  1904, 

Johnstown,  Pa. 

54 

Frank  C.  Munster, 

Nov.  16,  1904, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

55 

George  H.  Burton, 

Nov.  21,  1904, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

56 

How'ard  D.  Sweely, 

Jan.  29,  1905, 

Greensburg,  Pa. 

57 

Joseph  A.  Kisler, 

March  28,  1905, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

58 

Guy  C.  Craig. 

April  29,  1905, 
GIRLS. 

Wilkinsburg,  Pa. 

No. 

Name. 

When  Admitted. 

Residence. 

1 

Emma  H.  Craven, 

Oct.  16,  1890, 

Duff's  P.  O.,  Pa. 

2 

Ethel  E.  Crooks, 

April  28,  1892, 

Kendall  Creek,  Pa. 

3 

Olive  Gibson, 

Oct.  20,  1893, 

Harrisville,  Pa. 

4 

Bertha  May  Johnson, 

Oct.  23,  1893, 

Jeannette,  Pa. 

5 

Katie  Burke, 

Dec.  7, 1893, 

Altoona,  Pa. 

6 

Jane  Anna  Ferry, 

Sept.  5, 1894, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

7 

Jennie  S.  Snyder, 

Sept.  5,  1894, 

Apollo,  Pa. 

8 

Lulu  Florence  Trainor, 

Oct.  18,  1894, 

Piolett,  Pa. 

9 

Martha  Bates, 

June  3,  1895, 

Sharpsburg,  Pa. 

10 

Edith  McC.  Smith, 

Nov.  4,  1895, 

Paulton,  Pa. 

11 

Hazel  Keefer, 

May  2,  1896, 

Beaver  Falls,  Pa. 

12 

Pearl  Keefer, 

May  2,  1896, 

Beaver  Falls,  Pa. 

13 

Mary  C.  Hayes, 

May  28,  1896, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

14 

May  Levy, 

Sept.  14,  1896, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

15 

Florence  McPIenry, 

Sept.  21,  1897, 

Homestead,  Pa. 

16 

Elsie  May  Vath, 

Oct.  8,  1897, 

Sandy  Lake,  Pa. 

17 

Ethel  Florence  Boyer, 

Jan.  13,  1898, 

Harmony,  Pa. 

18 

Martha  Hecht, 

April  30,  1898, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

19 

Josephine  Brener, 

April  24,  1899, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

20 

Daisy  Reynolds, 

Dec.  27,  1899, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

21 

Elizabeth  Goodman, 

Sept.  10,  1900, 

Rankin  Station,  Pa. 

22 

Shirley  Budke, 

Sept.  11,  1900, 

Canonsburg,  Pa. 
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No. 

Name. 

When  Admitted. 

Residence. 

23 

Autumn  S.  Drake, 

Sept.  15, 1900, 

Little  Cooley,  Pa. 

24 

Ida  L.  Flesher, 

Oct.  4, 1900, 

Alverton,  Pa. 

25 

Iva  A.  Beighley, 

Oct.  5, 1900, 

Utica,  Pa. 

26 

Margie  L.  Stewart, 

Jan.  22,  1901, 

Rimersburg,  Pa. 

27 

Lucinda  E.  McKee, 

Sept.  11, 1901, 

Sharpsburg,  Pa. 

28 

Rose  Cunningham, 

Oct.  7, 1901, 

Alverton,  Pa. 

29 

Gladys  Gertrude  Gill, 

Feb.  20,  1902, 

Meadville,  Pa. 

30 

Marie  C.  Roth, 

Sept.  15,  1902, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

31 

Matiel  M.  Davis, 

Sept.  16,  1903, 

Butler,  Pa. 

32 

Helen  L.  Walters, 

March  n,  1903, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

33 

Rachel  B.  Seleznick, 

Sept.  9,  1903, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

34 

Laura  K.  Weisser, 

Oct.  19,  1903, 

Pittsburg,,  Pa. 

35 

Mary  Hillary, 

Jan.  26,  1904, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

36 

Christina  Steel, 

April  6,  1904, 

Oil  City,  Pa. 

37 

Melda  Montgomery, 

June  8,  1904, 

East  Brady,  Pa. 

38 

Hilda  Betler, 

Sept.  7,  1904, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

39 

Sarah  Grieshaber, 

Sept.  19,  1904, 

Valencia,  Pa. 

40 

Laura  Neimeyer, 

Oct.  11,  1904, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

4i 

Stella  E.  Plants, 

Feb.  20,  1905, 

Washington,  Pa. 

42 

Isabella  A.  Bell, 

April  17,  1905. 

McKeesport,  Pa. 
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General  Information. 


The  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind  is 
a school  of  learning,  established  for  the  special  benefit  of 
the  blind  youth  in  the  western  part  of  the  State.  It  is  in 
no  sense  a home  or  a retreat,  as  many  suppose,  for  aged 
or  infirm  blind  people ; nor  is  it  a hospital  for  the  treatment 
of  diseases  of  the  eye,  but  it  is  strictly  educational  in  all  its 
interests.  It  is  the  aim  and  purpose  of  this  Institution  to 
give  the  blind  youth  of  this  section  of  the  State  a liberal 
education,  and,  in  addition,  give  them  such  training  in  the 
art  of  music  and  instruction  in  industrial  pursuits  as  will 
aid  them  to  become  independent  and  useful  members  of 
society. 

The  Institution  is  located  in  one  of  the  most  desirable 
parts  of  the  city  of  Pittsburg.  Indeed,  it  would  be  difficult 
to  select,  in  or  about  this  city,  a more  beautiful,  healthful 
or  convenient  site  for  this  school  than  the  grounds  on  which 
it  is  situated.  The  buildings  are  light,  airy,  commodious 
and  cheerful,  and  supplied  with  modern  conveniences.  They 
overlook  the  noted  Schenley  Park,  and  are  only  a few 
squares  distant  from  the  new  Pittsburg  Carnegie  Library. 
The  location  of  the  Institution  affords  the  inmates  the  ad- 
vantages and  privileges  of  a city  life,  with  the  quiet  of  a 
country  home. 

The  Institution  fronts  on  Bayard  street,  while  Belle- 
field  avenue  extends  the  full  length  of  the  grounds  on  the 
east.  It  can  be  reached  from  almost  any  part  of  the  city  by 
electric  cars.  Three  different  lines  of  cars — the  Fifth  ave- 
nue line;  the  Forbes  street,  Bloomfield  and  Negley  avenue 
lines,  and  the  Centre  avenue  and  East  Liberty  line — each 
in  a different  direction  from  the  Institution,  passes  within 
two  squares  of  it. 

The  Institution  is  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the 
State,  and  pupils  who  are  unable  to  pay  for  their  tuition  or 
contribute  anything  towards  their  support,  are  given  the 
full  benefits  and  privileges  of  the  school  free  of  charge.  All 
are  accorded  the  same  advantages  and  opportunities. 
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Pupils  are  admitted  at  any  time  during  the  term,  and 
placed  in  classes  and  at  the  work  best  suited  to  their  condi- 
tion and  degree  of  mental  development. 

Parents  and  guardians  are  required  to  supply  their 
children  with  good,  comfortable  clothing  of  sufficient  quan- 
tity to  admit  of  the  necessary  changes  for  washing  and 
mending,  and  to  defray  their  traveling  and  other  incidental 
expenses.  All  articles  of  clothing  should  be  carefully  mark- 
ed with  indelible  ink,  before  they  are  sent  to  the  Institution. 

Letters  are  written  once  a month,  or  oftener,  if  neces- 
sary, for  those  who  cannot  write  for  themselves ; and,  in 
case  of  the  serious  sickness  of  a pupil,  the  parents  or  guar- 
dian will  be  informed  of  the  fact  immediately,  by  letter  or 
telegram.  It  is  the  desire  of  the  management  that  the 
parents  and  friends  of'  the  pupils  shall  be  kept  well  inform- 
ed as  to  their  condition  and  progress. 

Letters  and  packages  for  the  pupils  should  have  written 
on  them,  besides  the  name  of  the  pupil  addressed,  the  words 
Institution  for  the  Blind , Bclleficld  avenue,  Pittsburg,  Pa., 
to  insure  prompt  delivery. 

The  use  of  tobacco  in  any  form  is  strictly  forbidden, 
and  no  one  using  it,  and  no  one  of  confirmed  immoral  habits, 
will  be  received  into  the  school. 

All  pupils  must  be  removed  from  the  Institution  at  the 
close  of  each  school  term  by  those  who  are  responsible  for 
their  care,  and  at  any  other  time,  should  necessity  require 
it,  upon  due  notice  being  served. 

Parents  or  friends  visiting  any  of  the  pupils,  or  so- 
journing in  the  city,  cannot  be  entertained  at  the  Institution. 

A parent  or  guardian  who  is  contemplating  the  placing 
of  a blind  child  in  this  Institution,  should  at  once  open  cor- 
respondence relative  thereto  with  the  Superintendent. 

Blank  forms  of  application  for  admission  will  be  fur- 
nished at  any  time  bv  the  Superintendent,  and  no  pupil  will 
be  admitted  to  the  school  until  such  application  has  been 
returned,  with  the  questions  which  it  contains  satisfactorily 
answered,  and  it  has  been  submitted  to,  and  approved  by, 
the  Board  of  Directors. 
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Information  concerning  the  character  and  purpose  of 
the  Institution  and  of  the  work  being  done,  will  be  cheer- 
fully given,  and  all  inquiries  about  the  steps  to  be  taken  to 
procure  the  admission  of  pupils,  or  about  the  management 
of  the  school,  will  be  promptly  answered,  by  addressing  the 
undersigned. 

H.  B.  Jacobs, 
Superintendent. 
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By-Laws 

for  the 

Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind. 

Made  and  adopted  by  the  members  of  the  Corpora- 
tion, at  a general  meeting  called  for  that  purpose,  and  held, 
March  17th,  1887,  with  such  amendments  as  have  been  made 
at  various  meetings  of  the  Corporation,  including  the 
annual  meeting  held  May  14th,  1888,  and  at  the  Directors’ 
meetings. 


BUSINESS. 

1.  The  business  of  this  Corporation  shall  be  managed 
and  conducted  by  a President,  two  Vice-Presidents,  a Board 
of  Directors,  a Clerk  or  Secretary,  a Treasurer,  and  such 
other  Officers,  Agents  and  Committees  as  may  be  appointed 
from  time  to  time  by  the  Directors. 

DIRECTORS. 

2.  The  Directors  shall  be  chosen  annually  by  the 
members  of  the  Corporation,  and  shall  hold  their  offices 
until  others  are  chosen  and  qualified  in  their  stead. 

The  Directors  shah  be  divided  into  three  classes,  and 
three  of  them  shall  be  elected  for  a term  of  one  year,  three 
for  a term  of  two  years,  and  three  for  a term  of  three  years, 
respectively ; and,  at  all  ensuing  elections  of  said  Corpora- 
tion, the  Corporation  shall  only  elect  the  number  of  Di- 
rectors necessary  to  take  the  places  of  those  whose  terms 
of  office  shall  then  expire,  and  such  Directors  shall  then  be 
chosen  for  a term  of  three  years. 

ANNUAL  MEETING. 

3.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation  for  the 
election  of  Directors  and  the  transaction  of  other  business, 
shall  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  May  in  each  year  suc- 
ceeding the  present,  in  the  City  of  Pittsburg.  Special  meet- 
ings of  the  members  of  the  Corporation  may  be  called  by 
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the  Directors  when  necessary.  Notice  of  all  annual  meet- 
ings shall  be  published  in  one  newspaper,  in  the  City  of 
Pittsburg,  at  least  five  days  prior  to  any  such  meeting. 

SECRETARY. 


4.  The  Clerk  or  Secretary  shall  record  all  the  votes 
of  the  Corporation,  and  the  minutes  of  all  meetings  of  the 
Incorporators,  and,  also,  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  in  a 
book  kept  for  that  purpose. 

TREASURER. 

5.  The  Treasurer  shall  give  bond  in  the  sum  of 
$5,000,  with  such  securities  as  the  Directors  may  require, 
for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties ; and  he  shall  keep 
the  moneys  of  the  Corporation  in  a separate  account,  and 
report  to  the  Directors  whenever  required.  He  shall  pay 
all  warrants  drawn  by  the  Executive  Committee,  and  coun- 
tersigned by  the  Secretary. 

PRESIDENT. 

6.  The  President,  or  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  shall 
preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Directors,  and  at  meetings  of 
the  members  of  the  Corporation,  and  shall  have  and  exer- 
cise all  the  powers  which  ordinarily  belong  to  the  presiding 
officer  of  representative  bodies. 

QUORUM. 

7.  A majority  of  the  members  of  the  Corporation, 
who  are  present  at  any  regularly  called  meeting,  shall  be 
competent  to  transact  business.  Members  may  attend  in 
person  or  by  proxy. 

POWER  OF  DIRECTORS. 

8.  The  Directors  shall  have  power  to  fill  all  vacan- 
cies in  the  Board,  which  may  happen  by  death,  resignation 
or  otherwise. 
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g.  The  Directors  shall  have  power  to  make  and  en- 
force all  such  rules  and  orders  as  they  may  deem  reasonable 
or  necessary  for  the  management  of  the  affairs  and  business 
of  the  Corporation,  and  for  the  government  of  its  agents 
and  employes. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

10.  In  addition  to  the  Corporators  named  in  the 

Charter,  members  may  be  admited  by  the  Corporators  upon 
the  following  terms : Contributors  of  sums  of  money  or 

other  property  to  the  value  of  $500,  may  be  elected  to  life 
membership ; and  annual  contributors  of  not  less  than  $50, 
may  be  elected  to  membership,  but,  in  the  latter  case,  such 
membership  shall  terminate  upon  default  of  such  annual 
contribution.  All  members  of  the  Corporation  shall  during 
the  period  of  their  membership  be  entitled  to  vote  at  all 
general  meetings  of  the  Corporators. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

11.  The  president  shall,  at  the  organization  of  the 
Board  each  year,  appoint  an  Executive  Committee  consist- 
ing of  three  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  who  shall 
examine  and  approve  all  bills,  and  when  found  in  order, 
issue  warrants  on  the  Treasurer  for  the  payment  of  the 
same.  All  bills  must  be  approved  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, and  every  warrant  drawn  on  the  Treasurer  must  be 
signed  by  the  Chairman  of  that  Committee. 

1 2.  The  President  shall  appoint  an  Auditing  Com- 
mittee of  three  members,  who  shall  annually  audit  the  ac- 
counts of  the  Secretary,  Treasurer,  or  other  officers,  and 
make  report  thereof  to  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  also  to 
the  Corporators. 


AMENDMENTS. 

13.  These  By-Laws  may  be  altered*  or  amended  by  a 
two-thirds  vote  of  those  present,  at  any  regular  meeting  of 
the  Directors,  provided  due  notice  has  been  given  at  a 
previous  meeting,  and  not  otherwise. 
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14-  At  the  reorganization  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
each  year,  the  President  shall  divide  the  members  into  com- 
mittees of  two  members  each,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  in 
course,  month  by  month,  as  individually  appointed,  to  spend 
a part  of  one  day  at  the  Institution,  inspect  the  buildings, 
visit  the  class  rooms,  consult  with  the  Superintendent  as  to 
the  interests  of  the  school,  and  report  to  the  Board  at  its 
next  monthly  meeting. 

By  action  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  the  word  “three” 
has  been  stricken  from  the  third  line  of  Article  n,  and  the 
word  “five”  inserted. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Incor- 
porators and  Life  Members. 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  May  yth,  1906. 

The  nineteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  Incorporators 
and  Life  Members  of  this  Institution,  was  held  at  the  Insti- 
tution this— Monday — afternoon,  at  3 o’clock. 

Those  present  in  person  were  Rev.  J.  T.  McCrory, 
D.D.,  Chas.  F.  Dean,  O.  M.  Edwards  and  H.  B.  Jacobs, 
superintendent ; and  represented  by  proxies,  were  Mrs. 
Mary  C.  Thaw,  Maj.  A.  M.  Brown,  Col.  J.  M.  Schoon- 
maker,  Otis  H.  Childs,  Esq.,  John  Walker,  Esq.,  Rev.  Dr. 
Edward  P.  Cowan,  Benj.  Thaw,  Esq.,  and  Charles  L.  Tay- 
lor, Esq. 

On  motion  offered  by  Mr.  Dean,  Dr.  J.  T.  McCrory 
was  selected  to  preside  over  the  meeting. 

On  taking  the  chair,  Dr.  McCrory  invoked  a Divine 
blessing  upon  the  organization,  the  Institution,  and  the  great 
charitable  work  being  done  in  this  community. 

The  organization  was  then  completed  by  the  election  of 
Mr.  O.  M.  Edwards  as  Secretary,  and  the  meeting  was  de- 
clared ready  for  business. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  Corpora- 
tion, held  Monday  afternoon,  May  1st,  1905,  were  then  read, 
and,  on  motion,  were  declared  approved. 

The  Secretary  stated  that,  in  compliance  with  the  By- 
Laws,  notice  of  the  meeting  had  been  published  in  the  Pitts- 
burgh Daily  Dispatch,  in  three  different  issues  of  the  pa- 
per, namely,  May  1st,  3rd,  and  5th  instant;  also,  that  copies 
of  a circular  letter  calling  attention  to  the  meeting,  with 
proxies  inclosed,  had  been  mailed  to  all  the  members  of 
the  Corporation. 
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The  Chair  then  called  for  the  annual  reports  of  the 
officers  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  but  as  both  the  President 
and  Vice-President  of  the  Board  were  absent,  the  commu- 
nication from  the  Directors  was  deferred,  and  the  Treas- 
urer, Mr.  Chas.  F.  Dean,  submitted  his  nineteenth  annual 
report  of  the  finances  of  the  Institution  on  account  of 
maintenance  and  repairs.  It  exhibits  in  detail  the  receipts 
and  disbursements  for  the  past  year,  and  shows  a balance  of 
$5,470.34  in  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  Institution,  April  30th, 
1906. 

The  Treasurer  also  made  his  fourth  annual  report  of 
the  “Special  Funds,”  consisting  of  bequests,  donations  and 
other  accumulations.  It  shows  that  fund  to  be  in  a satis- 
factory condition,  and  that  the  money  has  been  judiciously 
invested. 

On  motion,  both  reports  were  received,  ordered  placed 
on  file  and  to  be  printed,  with  the  report  of  the  Auditing 
Committee,  when  made. 

The  Treasurer  then  asked  that  a committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  audit  his  reports,  and  in  response  to  the  request, 
by  consent,  the  Chair  appointed  Messrs.  Wm.  L.  Abbott 
and  Otis  H.  Childs  such  committee. 

The  Superintendent  then  read  his  report  to  the  Di- 
rectors of  the  operations  and  condition  of  the  school  during 
the  past  year,  which,  on  motion,  offered  by  Mr.  Edwards, 
was  accepted  and  ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  other  docu- 
ments submitted. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Directors,  submitted  by 
Vice-President  J.  M.  Schoonmaker  (absent),  was  then  read 
by  the  Secretary,  and,  on  motion,  it  was  received,  ordered 
placed  on  file  and  to  be  printed  with  the  other  accompany- 
ing papers. 

The  President  then  announced  that  “the  next  business 
of  the  meeting  will  be  the  election  of  three  Directors  to 
succeed  Messrs.  Chas.  F.  Dean,  Lawrence  Dilworth  and 
Chas.  L.  Taylor,  whose  terms  expire  with  this  meeting.” 

On  motion  offered  by  Mr.  Edwards,  it  was  agreed  to 
proceed  at  once  to  the  election  of  three  Directors  to  succeed 
those  whose  terms  are  about  to  expire. 
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Nominations  being  called  for,  a resolution  was  offered 
that  the  gentlemen  named  above  be  re-elected  to  succeed 
themselves,  and  that  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  cast  the 
ballot  for  them.  This  was  duly  seconded  and  unanimously 
adopted. 

Accordingly,  the  Secretary  announced  that  Messrs. 
C'has.  F.  Dean,  Lawrence  Dil worth  and  Chas.  L.  Taylor 
had  received  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  members  present 
and  the  proxies  submitted,  and  the  Chair  declared  them  duly 
elected  Directors  of  the  Institution  for  the  ensuing  three 
years. 

The  Chair  having  inquired  whether  there  was  any  other 
business  to  come  before  the  meeting,  the  Secretary,  Mr.  O. 
M.  Edwards,  called  attention  again  to  the  necessity  of  tak- 
ing steps  to  increase  the  Life  Membership  of  the  Corpora- 
tion. This  matter  was  considered  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Incorporators  one  year  ago,  but  no  definite  action  has 
been  taken  regarding  it  since.  Its  importance  is  recognized 
by  all  the  members,  and  after  some  discussion,  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Board  of  Directors  for  further  consideration, 
with  the  hope  that  some  action  may  be  taken  to  meet  the  de- 
mands of  the  hour. 

The  Superintendent  was  instructed  to  compile  and 
have  printed,  at  as  early  a date  as  possible,  1,000  copies  of 
the  Annual  Report ; also  to  make  proper  acknowledgment  in 
the  report  of  all  favors  received  from,  and  interest  shown 
by,  friends  of  the  Institution  during  the  past  year. 

The  business  of  the  meeting  having  been  completed,  on 
motion,  it  was  adjourned. 

O.  M.  Edwards, 

Secretary. 
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The  Report  of  the  Directors. 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  May  7th,  1906. 

To  the  Incorporators  and  Life  Members  of  the  Western 

Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind: 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen — On  behalf  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  this  Institution,  I desire,  at  the  opening  of  this 
communication,  to  express  our  sincere  regret  at  the  absence 
from  this  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation  of  our  worthy 
and  honored  President,  Mr.  H.  Kirke  Porter,  who  has  been 
prostrated  by  serious  sickness  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and, 
consequently,  is  denied  the  privilege  of  active  participation 
in  this  occasion.  It,  therefore,  devolves  upon  me,  as  First 
Vice-President  of  the  Board,  to  submit  to  you  our  Annual 
Report. 

In  presenting  this  summary  of  events,  we  beg  leave  to 
state  that  it  is  gratifying  to  us  to  be  able  to  report  to  the 
Corporation  that  during  the  past  year  a marked  degree  of 
progress  and  success  has  been  exhibited  in  all  the  operations 
of  the  school.  The  instruction  in  all  the  departments  has 
been  conducted  with  intelligence  and  efficiency,  and  earnest 
effort  has  been  made  to  protect  the  health  and  provide  for 
the  comfort  of  the  unfortunate  children  placed  under  our 
care. 

It  has  been  the  aim  of  the  management  to  conduct  the 
work  of  the  school  in  the  most  practical  and  profitable  man- 
ner, and  to  extend  its  scope  of  usefulness  as  far  and  wide 
as  possible ; and  the  wisdom  of  this  course  has  been  fully 
and  satisfactorily  demonstrated  in  the  fact,  that  most  of  the 
pupils  who  have  been  graduated  from  this  school  have  found 
fairly  lucrative  employment ; while  others  who  came  to  us 
at  too  late  a period  in  life  to  take  up  the  regular  course  of 
studies  prescribed,  have  been  given  such  assistance  and 
training  in  useful  occupations,  that  have  fitted  them  to  go 
out  well  prepared  to  earn  a living. 
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The  attendance  of  pupils  this  term  of  the  school  is  not 
quite  as  large  as  it  was  last  year.  The  enrollment  to  date 
is  96;  last  year  the  total  number  registered  was  100.  Several 
applications  for  admission  to  the  school  have  been  favor- 
ably acted  upon  by  the  Board,  but  the  applicants  have  not 
yet  presented  themselves  for  admission,  possibly  some  of 
them  will  do  so  before  the  close  of  the  term  in  June.  This 
slight  variation  in  attendance  from  one  year  to  another  may 
be  attributed  to  several  causes,  the  principal  one  of  which  is 
the  fact,  as  has  been  stated  in  former  reports,  that  the  pa- 
rents of  many  blind  children  do  not  appreciate  the  value  of 
their  education,  or  the  necessity  of  beginning  early  to  train 
them  to  lives  of  usefulness  and  independence,  and  either 
neglect  to  send  them  to  school  at  the  proper  age,  or  fail  to 
keep  them  regular  in  attendance,  even  after  they  have  been 
once  admitted.  Really,  to  make  our  work  effective,  the  In- 
stitution must  not  only  be  a means  of  educating  the  children 
who  come  to  us,  but  a means  of  educating  the  parents  as  to 
its  importance  as  well. 

At  the  close  of  the  school  term  in  June  last,  a class  of 
seven  pupils — two  boys  and;  five  girls — who  had  completed 
the  course  of  study  and  work  of  one  or  more  of  the  several 
departments  of  the  Institution,  were  graduated,  and  diplo- 
mas, bearing  testimony  to  their  efficiency  in  the  courses  of 
study  they  had  pursued,  were  awarded  them.  Appropriate 
Commencement  exercises  were  held  in  the  chapel,  a fuller 
and  more  detailed  account  of  which  will  be  found  in  the 
Superintendent’s  report  herewith  appended.  We  follow 
these  graduates  into  their  different  walks  of  life  with  deep- 
est interest  and  most  sincere  hopes  for  their  future  useful- 
ness and  happiness. 

We  are  glad  to  report  that  the  new  Industrial  Building, 
so  called,  which  was  in  course  of  erection  at  the  time  of  the 
last  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation,  and  which  was  then 
referred  to  by  the  President  in  his  Annual  Report,  was  com- 
pleted early  last  fall,  and  has  since  been  occupied.  It  is  a 
very  substantial  building,  well  appointed  and  well  adapted 
for  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  erected.  The  first  or  low- 
er floor  is  used  to  give  instruction  to  the  boys  in  industrial 
pursuits,  to  teach  trades  and  handicraft  employments ; while 
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the  upper  floor  is  used  as  a hospital  in  case  of  contagious 
disease,  when  it  shall  become  necessary  to  strictly  isolate 
the  patients.  When  fully  completed,  there  will  be  four 
large,  airy,  well  lighted  and  well  ventilated  rooms  on  this 
floor,  each  entirely  separated  and  independent  of  the  others, 
and  each  having  a bath  room  and  all  necessary  appoint- 
ments of  its  own.  The  isolation  is  complete,  there  being  no 
means  of  communication  between  the  lower  and  the  upper 
floors  from  the  inside  of  the  building.  The  only  access  to 
the  apartments  on  the  upper  floor  is  from  the  outside,  by 
means  of  two  lines  of  stairways,  located  on  opposite  sides 
of  the  building.  Owing  to  the  lack  of  funds  only  two  of 
the  rooms  on  this  floor  have  been  finished.  It  is  earnestly 
hoped  that  we  shall  be  able  to  finish  and  put  in  proper  order 
the  other  two  at  an  early  date.  The  hospital  arrangements 
have  been  considered  complete  and  very  satisfactory  by 
physicians  who  have  examined  them. 

The  total  cost  of  this  building,  including  the  archi- 
tect’s fees  and  $68.66  for  extra  work,  was  $19,154.87.  Of 
this  sum,  $8,000  were  obtained  from  the  State  by  Legisla- 
tive appropriation ; we  borrowed,  on  demand  notes,  $10,000, 
and  the  balance — $1,154.87 — was  paid  from  available  funds 
standing  to  our  credit  in  bank. 

In  connection  with  the  erection  of  this  building,  which 
is  located  west  of  our  boiler-house,  we  laid  a ten-inch  sewer 
pipe  the  full  width  of  our  ground  in  front  of  the  boiler- 
house  to  Bellefield  avenue.  This  pipe  was  laid  at  sufficient 
depth  to  admit  of  our  running  a branch  line  to  the  cellar 
under  the  boiler-house,  to  take  away  the  water  that  usually 
accumulated  there.  The  character  of  the  ground  on  which 
the  boiler-house  is  built,  is  such  that  during  wet  seasons 
there  is  considerable  seepage  of  water  into  the  cellars,  and 
as  there  was  no  sewer  connection  to  carry  it  away,  it  had 
to  be  removed  by  a syphon,  which  was  not  always  satisfac- 
tory. The  present  arrangement  is  quite  satisfactory,  and 
the  cellar  can  now  be  kept  dry.  Then,  too,  the  location  of 
the  new  building  and  the  grading  of  the  Schenley  farm  west 
of  our  grounds,  have  made  it  necessary  for  us  to  do  con- 
siderable filling  along  the  west  side  of  the  yard  of  the  In- 
stitution. We  also  laid  a pipe  along  the  west  side  of  the 
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lot  from  the  new  building  to  Bayard  street,  a distance  of 
upwards  of  400  feet,  in  order  to  drain  the  lot  and  carry  off 
the  water  that  usually  accumulated  on  the  west  side  of  the 
main  building  during  the  wet  seasons.  This  was  an  im- 
provement we  had  long  under  consideration,  but  were  un- 
able to  make  it,  because  we  could  not  make  proper  sewer 
connection.  But  the  Schenley  Farm  Company  having 
laid  last  fall  a large  sewer  pipe  along  Bayard  street,  en- 
abled us  to  make  the  connection  desired.  The  Schenley 
Farm  Company  joined  with  us  in  this  improvement,  paying 
half  of  the  expense. 

The  Board  gratefully  reports  that  several  months  ago 
we  received  through  the  Fidelity  Title  and  Trust  Company, 
of  Pittsburgh,  a copy  of  the  will  of  Georgie  C.  Sneathen, 
widow  of  John  B.  Sneathen,  by  which  she  bequeathed 
to  the  Institution  one  thousand  dollars  free  from  collateral 
inheritance  tax.  This  comes  to  us  as  a pleasant  surprise, 
the  more  so,  because  it  comes  from  an  unexpected  source. 
But  it  shows  that  there  are  thoughtful,  benevolent  souls  in 
our  midst,  who  are  interested  in  and  probably  watching  our 
work  when  we  least  suspect  it.  This  money  will  be  used 
in  a manner  to  do  honor  to  the  memory  of  the  benevolent 
testatrix. 

Later,  we  were  again  greatly  surprised  and  pleased 
upon  receiving,  through  the  kindness  of  the  same  company, 
a copy  of  the  will  of  the  late  John  Porterfield,  by  which  that 
unassuming,  large  hearted,  and  benevolent  man,  among  the 
many  charitable  organizations  to  which  he  bequeathed  various 
sums  of  money,  recognized  this  Institution  by  bequeathing 
to  it  directly  twenty  thousand  dollars,  and  making  it  one  of 
the  residuary  legatees  of  his  estate.  In  making  an  inven- 
tory of  the  estate,  the  executors  have  discovered  that  Mr. 
Porterfield’s  holdings  are  of  such  character  and  value,  that 
they  will  aggregate  several  times  the  total  amount  mention- 
ed in  the  will,  and,  consequently,  we  may  reasonably  expect 
to  receive  from  the  estate  a sum  much  in  excess  of  the 
amount  mentioned  in  the  bequest.  This,  if  the  Board  so 
elects,  will  enable  us  to  carry  out  some  long  cherished  plans 
to  enlarge  the  scope  and  usefulness  of  our  work,  provide 
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facilities  and  equipment,  and  place  this  Institution  on  a 
plane  equal  to  the  best  in  the  land. 

I beg  leave  again  to  call  your  attention  to  an  important 
matter  that  was  referred  to  by  our  President  in  his  Annual 
Report  a year  ago,  namely,  the  necessity  for  taking  some 
action  to  increase  the  membership  of  the  Corporation.  It 
must  be  apparent  to  every  one  that  it  is  gradually  growing 
smaller.  Even  since  our  last  meeting,  one  of  our  Charter 
members,  Mr.  Samuel  S.  Brown,  passed  out  of  this  life,  and 
it  does  seem  that  some  earnest  effort  ought  to  be  made  to 
add  new  Life  Members,  so  that  the  Corporation  may  be 
composed  of  earnest  and  live  members,  and  be  always  well 
sustained. 

The  finances  of  the  Institution  have  been  judiciously 
managed  and  all  of  its  business  affairs  have  been  well  con- 
ducted. The  Directors  have  all  taken  a deep  interest  in  the 
work  of  the  school.  They  have  always  been  ready  and  wil- 
ling to  make  suggestions  and  take  such  action  as  would  pro- 
mote its  interests  and  add  comfort  to  the  pupils. 

I also  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  terms  of  service  of  Messrs.  Chas.  F.  Dean,  Lawrence 
Dilworth  and  Charles  L.  Taylor,  as  Directors  o-f  the  Institu- 
tion, expire  with  this  meeting. 

With  the  sincere  hope  for  the  speedy  and  permanent 
recovery  to  health  of  our  worthy  and  devoted  President, 
that  he  may  soon  again  be  permitted  to  mingle  with  us  and 
give  us  the  benefit  of  his  counsel  and  the  inspiration  of  his 
interest  in  this  benevolent  work,  this  report  is 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  M.  SCHOONMAKER, 

Vice-President. 
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Nineteenth  Annual  Report 

of  C.  F.  Dean,  Treasurer 

of  the 

Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind, 
For  the  Year  Ending  April  30th,  1906. 


Receipts. 


Balance  on  hand,  May  1st,  1905 

From  State  Treasurer,  Maintenance $22,975  °3 

From  State  Treasurer,  Repairs  and  Apparatus.  517  75 
From  State  Treasurer,  New  Building 8,000  00 


From  Sale  of  Brooms 

From  Money  Loaned  for  New  Building. . 


$ 5,207  75 


31,492  78 
1,456  45 
10,000  00 


$48,156  98 


Disbursements. 


New  Building $19,154  87 

Salaries $8,329  42 

Wages  of  Employes 4434  65 

Supplies 8,456  93 

Light  and  Heat 1,712  66 

Repairs 517  75 

Incidental  expenses 380  36 

23,531  77 

Balance  on  hand,  April  30th,  1906 5470  34 


$48,156  98 


Union  National  Bank  of  Pittsburgh, 
April  30th,  1906. 

This  is  to  certify  that,  as  shown  in  the  above  account,  the  sum 
of  $5,470.34  stands  upon  the  books  of  the  bank,  at  this  date,  to  the 
credit  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind. 

Union  National  Bank  of  Pittsburgh, 

Wm.  T.  Lyon,  Assistant  Cashier. 
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Fourth  Annual  Report 

of  the 

Special  Fund 

For  the  Year  Ending  April  30th,  1906. 


Balance  on  hand,  May  ist,  1905 $5,783  76 

Interest  from  investments 360  00 

Interest  from  bank  account 178  47 


$6,322  23 

Guarantee  Title  & Trust  Co., 
Pittsburgh,  April  30th,  1906. 

This  is  to  certify  that,  as  shown  in  the  above  account,  there 
stands  upon  the  books  of  the  company,  at  this  date,  the  sum  of 
$6,322.23,  to  the  credit  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for 
the  Blind. 

Guarantee  Title  & Trust  Co., 

J.  T.  Wachob,  Treasurer. 


The  undersigned  auditors,  duly  appointed,  hereby  certify  that 
they  have  examined  the  above  annual  reports  of  the  Treasurer 
and  have  found  them  to  be  correct. 

Wm.  L.  Abbott, 

Otis  H.  Childs, 
Auditors. 
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The  Superintendent’s  Report. 

Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind. 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  May  7th,  1906. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors: 

Gentlemen — In  the  performance  of  my  duty,  I have 
the  pleasure  to  submit  herewith  my  Annual  Report  of  the 
work  of  this  Institution  for  the  past  year,  it  being  my  six- 
teenth communication  of  this  kind. 

I beg  leave  to  say  at  the  beginning  of  this  brief  review 
of  events,  that  we  have  aimed  during  the  past  year  to 
conduct  the  work  of  the  Institution  in  all  its  departments  on 
the  most  liberal  and  progressive  basis  possible.  We  have 
endeavored  to  take  a broad  and  comprehensive  view  of  the 
value  and  importance  of  a proper  training  of  the  blind,  and, 
being  guided  by  the  experience  of  many  years,  we  have 
aimed  to  direct  the  discipline  and  instruction  of  the  pupils 
along  the  most  considerate,  useful  and  practical  line,  so  that 
the  greatest  benefit  may  result  to  the  greatest  number  as 
well  as  to  the  individual,  always,  of  course,  keeping  in  view 
the  particular  characteristics,  temperament,  capacity  for 
learning,  and  bent  of  mind  of  every  pupil. 

But,  while  we  have  made  much  progress  along  lines  to 
advance  our  work,  year  by  year,  to  higher  planes  of  efficien- 
cy, we  freely  admit  that  we  have  not  yet  reached  our  ideal 
in  the  management  of  Institutions  of  this  kind,  and,  indeed, 
we  have  not  been  able  to  find  it  elsewhere.  After  years  of 
experience  and  serious  thought,  and  the  following  of  many 
of  those  who  have  gone  out  from  under  our  instruction 
into  useful  and  successful  activities  of  life,  we  feel  that  there 
is  much  improvement  yet  to  be  made  in  the  general  system 
of  educating  the  blind.  The  importance  of  this  work  is  evi- 
dent, and  hence,  it  must  be  admitted  that  to  make  it  effective 
and  to  achieve  the  highest  results,  it  must  be  committed  to 
the  hands  of  those  who  have  an  intelligent  and  comprehen- 
sive understanding  of  it ; to  those  who  have  a thorough 
knowledge  of  the  character,  disposition  and  habits  of  blind 
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children,  or  are  willing  to  devote  time  in  an  effort  to  acquire 
such  knowledge ; to  those  who  have  carefully  studied  their 
conditions  and  needs,  and  are  willing  to  give  their  time  and 
energy  and  make  some  personal  sacrifice  for  the  advance- 
ment and  welfare  of  those  in  their  charge. 

The  work  of  education,  under  the  most  favorable  cir- 
cumstances, has  always  been  with  us  a very  serious  matter. 
The  development  and  proper  training  of  the  faculties  of  the 
mind,  the  development  of  true  character  and  the  inculcating 
of  right  ideas  of  duty  and  responsibility,  are  all  matters  of 
so  serious  import  that  the  conscientious  teacher  cannot  light- 
ly pass  over  them.  They  involve  more  than  is  found  in  text 
books.  But  this  work  becomes  still  more  serious  when  we 
have  to  deal  with  a deficient  class  of  children,  especially, 
when  we  have  to  deal  with  those  deficient  in  the  sense  of 
sight,  regarded  as  the  most  important  sense  in  the  process 
of  education.  Then,  these  children  are  denied,  in  a large 
degree,  the  refining  and  elevating  influences  of  the  fine  arts 
— architecture,  sculpture  and  painting.  True,  they  have 
music,  and  for  obvious  reasons  much  is  made  of  it  in  the 
course  of  their  training,  but  it  lacks  the  effect  of  tangible- 
ness and  permanency,  that  the  other  fine  arts  referred  to 
produce.  Then,  too,  they  are  denied  much  of  the  enjoy- 
ment which  is  afforded  by  the  beauties  of  nature.  Who  is 
able  to  estimate  the  value  of  these  things  in  the  uplifting  of 
our  nature  and  the  formation  of  character?  It  requires 
careful  thought  and  acute  discernment  to  determine,  if  it  is 
possible  to  do  so,  the  effect  that  the  lack  of  sight  has  upon 
the  mental  operations,  disposition,  character  and  habits  of 
children  and  youth  thus  afflicted.  And,  failing  to  recognize 
these  things,  the  inexperienced  and  uninitiated,  and  even 
many  parents,  are  often  found  mistaken  in  their  conduct 
towards,  and  dealing  with,  such  children.  They  deplore  the 
affliction,  we  all  do,  but,  being  incapable  of  fully  realizing 
the  effect  of  that  affliction  upon  the  character,  habits,  edu- 
cation and  future  welfare  of  the  children,  they  are  likely  to 
substitute  indulgence  for  judicious  training,  and  thus  spoil 
the  child.  Naturally,  it  grows  to  be  self-willed,  obstinate 
and  sometimes  actually  defiant;  and  when  such  children  are 
brought  to  the  school,  especially  when  they  are  approaching 
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adult  life,  it  is  sometimes  very  difficult  to  control  and  cor- 
rect these  traits  of  their  character. 

We  deeply  sympathize  with  those  unfortunate  ones  un- 
der our  care,  and  have  never  shirked  any  responsibility  or 
duty  that  would  conduce  to  their  comfort  and  welfare.  But 
our  sympathy  is  not  of  the  kind  that  would  permit  the  pupil 
to  waste  his  time  and  neglect  his  opportunity  for  improve- 
ment, nor  does  it  lead  to  indulging  him  to  his  harm ; but  it 
looks  beyond  the  present  into  the  future,  when  conditions 
may  be  greatly  changed,  and  the  child  is  thrown  upon  the 
cold  world  or  on  his  own  resources  for  sustenance.  It  is 
of  the  kind  that  would  lead  these  unfortunate  pupils  out  and 
up  into  a higher,  nobler  and  better  life,  make  them  happy 
and  contented,  clean  in  thought  and  act,  polite  and  dignified, 
good  and  noble-minded  men  and  women,  in  short,  make 
them  intelligent  and  companionable  members  of  society. 

THE  SCHOOL  WORK. 

The  instruction  in  all  the  departments  of  the  school  has 
been  conducted  during  the  year  with  intelligence  and  care, 
and  with  a commendable  degree  of  patience  on  the  part  of 
the  teachers.  Most  of  our  teachers  have  had  many  years  of 
experience  in  the  training  and  disciplining  of  blind  children. 
They  have  made  a careful  study  of  their  disposition  and 
needs,  and  spare  no  time  nor  effort  to  contribute  to  their  ad- 
vancement in  their  work  and  promote  their  comfort  and 
happiness.  They  know  the  value  of  educational  influences, 
educational  forces  and  educational  processes,  and  how  to 
apply  these  to  excite  interest  in  study,  to  arouse  and  quicken 
thought,  and  to  achieve  the  most  satisfactory  results. 

We  have  always  tried  to  maintain  a proper  regard  for 
the  relative  value  of  the  instruction  given  in  the  several  de- 
partments of  the  school,  for  in  this  way  alone  can  we  keep 
up  a system  of  training  by  which  we  can  meet  the  individual 
condition  and  needs  of  our  pupils.  There  are  some  pupils 
whose  tastes  and  bent  of  mind  run  to  literary  studies ; there 
are  others  who  become  especially  interested  in  music  and 
make  good  progress  in  one  or  more  of  the  branches  of  that 
art ; there  are  others  who  have  little  talent  for  the  work  of 
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either  of  these  departments,  but  who  are  capable  of  doing 
fairly  good  work  in  the  Industrial  department,  and  are  there 
given  an  opportunity  to  prepare  themselves  for  some  useful 
employment.  Then  there  are  still  others,  who  have  mental 
capacity  and  enough  physical  strength  to  take  the  whole 
round  of  studies  and  work  prescribed,  and  maintain  a good 
standing  in  all  these  departments.  In  this  manner,  each  pu- 
pil is  given  the  best  instruction  he  is  capable  of  receiving, 
and  trained  along  such  lines  in  which  he  can  make  the  most 
rapid  progress. 

THE  DEPARTMENTS  OF  THE  SCHOOL. 

In  the  Literary  Department  we  aim  to  give  the  pupils  a 
good  academic  education.  The  value  of  the  instruction  giv- 
en here  cannot  be  overestimated.  It  is  thorough,  and  the 
students  are  given  a comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  sub- 
ject matter  of  the  studies  they  pursue.  Here  is  afforded 
the  best  opportunity  for  the  teacher  to  learn  the  disposition, 
bent  of  mind  and  traits  of  character  of  the  pupils,  and  to  in- 
culcate right  ideas  of  responsibility,  faithfulness,  honor  and 
duty.  We  have  always  felt  that  a sound  literary  education 
forms  the  basis  of  success  in  any  occupation  in  which  the 
pupils  may  engage  in  the  future. 

In  the  Musical  Department  our  purpose  is  to  give  all 
our  pupils,  who  are  at  all  capable  of  receiving  it,  some  train- 
ing in  vocal  and  instrumental  music,  or  both,  if  possible,  for 
the  moral,  social  and  intellectual  benefits  derived  from  such 
culture ; and  to  those  who  possess  special  talent  for  the  art, 
we  give  the  fullest  measure  of  training  in  it,  so  that  they 
may  be  able  to  use  their  acquirements  as  a means  of  earning 
a living.  The  work  of  this  department  has  been  conducted 
during  the  year  with  great  care  and  earnestness. 

We  are  pleased  to  report  that  the  training  in  Industrial 
employments  during  the  past  year  has  been  directed  with 
unabated  energy  and  skill,  and  with  gratifying  results.  We 
have  referred  in  former  reports  to  the  importance  we  attach 
to  the  instruction  given  in  the  branches  of  this  part  of  our 
system  of  school  operations,  namely,  the  Girls’  Workroom 
and  the  Boys’  Workshop.  In  these  departments  we  find 
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opportunity  to  train  all  our  pupils  to  some  useful  manual 
employment,  to  train  them  in  some  degree  to  a concentration 
of  purpose  and  to  a skillful  use  of  their  hands,  and  to  fur- 
nish them  the  means  by  which  to  occupy  their  time  pleasant- 
ly and  profitably.  Here,  too,  we  also  find  special  opportu- 
nity to  give  the  most  helpful  training  to  our  adult  pupils, 
that  is,  those  who  come  to  us  at  adult  age,  and  others  who 
seem  to  have  little  or  no  talent  for  the  instruction  given  in 
the  other  departments  of  the  school.  Our  purpose  is,  and 
we  think  it  always  should  be,  to  prepare,  in  the  best  manner 
possible,  as  many  of  our  pupils  as  we  can  for  some  useful 
occupation  in  life — to  prepare  them  to  earn  an  independent 
living. 

Added  interest  has  been  given  to  our  Industrial  work 
in  the  Boys’  Department,  to  piano-tuning  and  the  making  of 
brooms,  since  the  completion  of  our  new  Industrial  Building. 
We  have  occupied  the  building  since  early  last  fall,  and  have 
found  it  convenient  and  well  arranged  in  all  its  appoint- 
ments. It  gives  us  opportunity  to  conduct  the  work  on  a 
broader  basis  and  in  a more  satisfactory  manner. 

In  this  connection,  we  are  pleased  to  state  that  four 
young  men  who  were  admitted  to  the  Institution  in  the  fall 
of  1904,  completed  the  broom  trade  and  withdrew  from  the 
school  since  the  beginning  of  this  present  year.  None  of 
them  was  capable,  because  of  their  age,  to  do  much  in  the 
other  departments  of  the  school  except  to  learn  to  read. 
But  all  were  active  and  apt  in  the  Industrial  work,  and  in 
about  fifteen  months  of  actual  school  life  they  completed  the 
broom  trade,  and  are  all  capable  of  doing  creditable  work  in 
that  occupation.  Two  of  them  formed  a partnership,  pur- 
chased machinery  and  material  and  removed  to  a city  in  a 
neighboring  state,  where  they  have  started  business  for 
themselves,  and  we  are  gratified  to  learn  they  are  succeeding 
well.  We  might  refer  to  a large  number  of  blind  young 
people  who  have  received  the  benefits  of  this  Institution 
and  are  now  located  in  different  parts  of  the  western  section 
of  our  state,  or  in  neighboring  states,  and  are  quite  success- 
ful in  their  several  occupations.  These  are  gratifying  evi- 
dences of  the  practical  and  useful  work  being  done  here,  and 
of  the  success  of  our  methods  and  system  of  instruction. 
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SESSIONS  OF  THE  SCHOOL. 

The  last  session  of  the  school  closed  on  Thursday  morn- 
ing, June  22nd  last,  after  an  almost  continuous  period  of 
forty-one  weeks.  There  were  registered  during  the  'term 
100  pupils — fifty-eight  boys  and  forty-two  girls. 

The  regular  work  of  the  session  was  brought  to  a close 
with  a popular  entertainment  given  in  the  chapel  on  Wednes- 
day evening,  June  21st.  It  was  given  in  the  presence  of  a 
large  and  appreciative  audience  that  filled  the  room  to  its 
utmost  capacity.  An  interesting  program  consisting  of 
numbers  in  music,  both  vocal  and  instrumental,  and  decla- 
mations by  small  pupils,  was  carefully  arranged  for  the  occa- 
sion. It  was  prepared  with  a view  to  give  as  many  of  our 
pupils  an  opportunity  to  take  part  in  the  exercises  and  to 
show  the  audience  as  much  of  our  work  and  the  progress 
of  the  school  as  it  is  possible  to  do  on  such  occasions.  It 
was  a creditable  performance,  and  served  to  arouse  deep 
interest  in  the  Institution  among  those  who  were  present. 

COMMENCEMENT  EXERCISES. 

On  the  previous  evening,  Tuesday,  June  20th,  com- 
mencement exercises  were  also  held  in  the  chapel,  when 
seven  of  our  students — two  boys  and  five  girls — were  grad- 
uated in  the  presence  of  a large  and  attentive  audience,  rep- 
resenting the  relatives  and  special  friends  of  the  graduates, 
and  many  other  friends  of  the  school.  All  of  these  grad- 
uates had  completed  the  courses  of  study  prescribed  for  the 
Literary  and  Industrial  departments,  and  three  of  them  had 
completed  the  course  of  training  in  the  Musical  depart- 
ment, and  one  other  had  nearly  done  so.  Three — one  boy 
and  two  girls — had  received  instruction  on  the  pipe-organ, 
and  had  acquired  a degree  of  proficiency  in  the  use  of  that 
instrument  that  was  highly  creditable,  and  favorably  com- 
mented upon  by  musicians.  Most  of  these  young  people 
commenced  their  education  while  young  in  this  Institution, 
and  were  carefully  and  judiciously  directed  and  instructed 
through  their  school  life  until  they  reached  graduation.  All 
of  them,  without  exception,  performed  their  parts  in  a man- 
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ner  highly  creditable  to  themselves  and  to  the  Institution. 
The  orations  were  original  productions  on  live  topics,  as 
the  program  attached  will  show.  In  thought,  composition 
and  delivery  they  gave  evidence  of  the  careful  training  the 
students  had  received.  The  honors  were  awarded  to  Bertha 
M.  Johnson,  salutatorian,  and  John  H.  Dolan,  the  valedicto- 
rian, on  the  bases  of  average  class  standing  for  the  past 
four  years. 

A very  interesting  part  of  the  Commencement  was  the 
address  to  the  graduates  by  Dr.  John  A.  Brashear,  which 
was  entertaining  throughout  and  replete  with  instruction 
and  good  advice  to  the  class,  and  during  which  he  took  oc- 
casion to  pay  them  a high  compliment  for  the  proficiency  in 
their  school  work,  as  exhibited  by  the  parts  they  severally 
had  taken  in  the  evening’s  exercises. 

In  the  absence  of  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors, the  diplomas  were  presented  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  H. 
Prugh,  pastor  of  Grace  Reformed  church,  with  a few  timely 
words  of  commendation  and  admonition.  Then,  after  a 
brief  parting  address  to  the  class  by  the  Superintendent, 
during  which  he  praised  them  for  their  work  in  the  school, 
reminded  them  of  the  earnest  efforts  and  deep  concern  of 
their  teachers  for  their  advancement,  admonished  them  of 
their  duty  to  the  Institution,  to  their  teachers,  to  themselves 
and  to  the  community  in  which  they  severally  shall  live,  and 
urged  them  to  strive  in  their  conduct  in  life  to  reflect  credit 
upon  their  Alma  Mater,  he  presented  each  member  with  a 
number  of  valuable  books  as  tokens  of  regard  and  best 
wishes  from  the  faculty  for  their  future  welfare.  He  also 
presented  each  member  with  a handsome  gold  class-pin,  the 
gift  of  Mr.  Henry  Seleznick,  a popular  jeweler  of  Pitts- 
burgh, and  a brother  of  one  of  the  young, ladies  of  the  class. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  program  presented  dur- 
ing the  evening : 


Program. 

Hymn — “Hark!  hark!  My  Soul” Smart 

School. 

Invocation Rev.  J.  T.  McCrory,  D.D. 


Chorus — “Praises,  happy  praises” Geible 

Senior  Pupils. 

Essay — “Our  Opportunities” — Salutatory 

Bertha  M.  Johnson. 

Overture — Organ — “Poet  and  Peasant” Suppe-Delmar 

Ethel  E.  Crooks. 


Essay — '“Are  We  Ready  for  the  Conflict?” 

Emma  H.  Craven. 

“Norwegian  Bridal  Procession” — Piano Grieg 

John  H.  Dolan. 

Oration — “The  Conflict  in  the  Far  East”. . 

Charles  A.  Grimes. 

“Postlude  in  E flat  (Modern  Organist) Lefcburc-Wcly 

Bertha  M.  Johnson. 


Essay — “Music  and  Its  Influence” 

Ethel  E.  Crooks. 

“The  Turnkey’s  Song  (Rob  Roy) De  Koven 

Charles  A.  Grimes. 

Waltz,  Op.  64,  No.  2 — Piano Chopin 


Bertha  M.  Johnson. 

Essay — “What  Leads  to  Success?” 

Jennie  E.  Ferrv. 

Offertoire  in  D minor — Organ Batiste 

John  H.  Dolan. 

Essay — “The  Twentieth  Century” 

Rachel  B.  Seleznick. 

Impromptu,  Op.  90,  No.  4 — Piano Schubert 

Ethel  E.  Crooks. 

Oration — “The  Power  of  Thought” — Valedictory 

John  H.  Dolan. 

May  Day — Part  Song Hadley 

Chorus. 

Address Dr.  John  A.  Brashear 

Awarding  of  Diplomas By  Col.  J.  M.  Schoonmaker 

Gloria  in  Excelsis Farmer 


Chorus  by  School. 


John  H.  Dolan  Rachel  B.  Seleznick  Emma  H.  Cravan  Jennie  E.  Ferry  Chas.  A.  Grimes 

Ethel  E.  Crooks  Bertha  M.  Johnson 
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Class  of  1905. 

Bertha  M.  Johnson 
Ethel  E.  Crooks 
Jennie  E.  Ferry 
Emma  H.  Cravan 
Rachel  B.  Seleznick 
Charles  A.  Grimes 
John  H.  Dolan 
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THE  CURRENT  SESSION. 

The  current  term  of  the  school  was  commenced  under 
favorable  circumstances  on  Wednesday  morning,  September 
13th  last.  To  date  we  have  enrolled  ninety-six  pupils — fif- 
ty-seven boys  and  thirty-nine  girls.  We  have  several  appli- 
cations on  file  for  the  admission  of  new  pupils,  but  the  appli- 
cants have  not  yet  presented  themselves.  Of  those  enrolled,, 
thirteen — eight  boys  and  five  girls — are  new  pupils.  Eleven 
of  these  had  never  attended  a school  for  the  blind  before ; 
one  boy  had  formerly  been  a pupil  at  the  Pennsylvania  In- 
stitution for  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  at  Overbrook,  Pa., 
and  one  girl  had  attended  the  Ohio  Institution  for  the  Blind, 
at  Columbus,  Ohio.  Besides  the  new  pupils  admitted,  we 
re-admitted  three  boys  who  had  formerly  been  pupils  of  this 
Institution,  but  were  not  present  during  the  last  term,  thus 
making  the  total  additions  this  year  sixteen. 

But  our  records  show  that  of  the  pupils  registered  dur- 
ing the  last  term,  twenty  failed  to  return  to  school  this  year. 
This  number  includes  six  graduates  (one  was  permitted  to 
return  for  special  reasons)  ; one  pupil  died ; two  were  sus- 
pended ; three  were  adults  who  were  not  capable  of  making 
much  further  improvement  here,  and  eight  others  failed  to 
return  on  account  of  physical  difficulties,  or  other  causes  not 
explained. 

The  pupils  enrolled  during  the  present  term  have  come 
from  the  following  twenty-two  counties  of  the  western  part 


ir  State: 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Allegheny 

29 

JS 

44 

Armstrong 

1 

3 

4 

Beaver 

3 

3 

Blair 

1 

I 

2 

Butler 

2 

4 

6 

Cambria 

1 

X 

Center 

1 

1 

Clarion 

3 

3 

Clearfield 

1 

I 

Crawford 

I 

3 

Erie 

2 

. . 

2 

Fayette 

1 

. . 

1 

Franklin 

, . 

i 
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Boys. 

Jefferson i 

Mercer 2 

McKean 1 

Northumberland 1 

Potter 1 

Somerset 1 

Venango . . 1 

Washington 4 

Westmoreland 3 

Total 57 

STATISTICS. 


Total  number  enrolled  at  date  of  last  report 
Number  withdrawn  for  various  causes. . .. 

Number  of  former  pupils  enrolled  this  term 

Number  of  new  pupils  admitted 

Number  of  pupils  re-admitted 


Girls. 

Total. 

1 

2 

. - 

I 

1 

. . 

I 

. . 

1 

4 

5 

2 

6 

3 

6 

39 

96 

Boys. 

Girls.  Total. 

• 58 

42 

100 

. 12 

8 

20 

. 46 

34 

80 

. 8 

5 

13 

• 3 

3 

• 57 

39 

96 

• 137 

IOI 

238 

le  school  during  the 

Total  number  enrolled  to  date  this  term.. 
Total  number  enrolled  since  organization. . 


year  has  progressed  satisfactorily.  Our  system  of  operations 
is  similar  to  that  of  most  well  organized  Institutions  for  the 
Blind  in  this  country,  with  such  additions  and  modifications 
as  our  experience  and  observation  have  led  us  to  make,  to 
meet  the  new  conditions  as  they  arise  in  the  line  of  develop- 
ment and  progress.  We  feel  that  every  Institution  of  this 
kind  ought  to  be  conducted  with  a view  to  meet  the  demands 
of  the  community  in  which  it  is  located,  and  supply  the  best 
means  possible  for  the  education  of  the  blind  children  of 
such  locality. 

HEALTH. 


We  are  very  thankful  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  gen- 
eral health  of  the  school  has  been  good,  and  that  the  record 
in  this  regard  has  been  well  maintained  during  the  past 
year.  However,  the  peculiar,  and  sometimes  unseasonable 
character  of  the  weather  during  the  past  winter,  brought 
among  our  pupils  such  slight  ailments  as  children  are  sub- 
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jec-t  to ; and  as  chicken-pox  and  measles  were  really  epidem- 
ic in  some  parts  of  this  city  and,  indeed,  throughout  the 
whole  western  part  of  the  state,  it  was  difficult  to  keep  these 
diseases  from  entering  the  school.  Hence,  we  had  a num- 
ber of  cases  of  both  these  diseases  amoung  our  pupils  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  winter.  But,  happily,  by  prompt  and 
skillful  treatment  and  good  nursing,  they  all  recovered,  and 
none  seemed  to  suffer  any  serious  effect  from  their  sickness. 

NECROLOGY. 

But  we  are  pained  to  be  forced  to  state,  in  this  connec- 
tion, that  two  of  our  pupils  died  during  the  past  year.  The 
first  to  pass  away  was  Walter  Ryan  Taylor,  a young  man 
between  eighteen  and  nineteen  years  of  age,  who  was 
brought  to  us  from  the  Allegheny  County  Home,  where  his 
mother  had  died  when  he  was  less  than  five  years  old,  and 
he  was  a pupil  here  continuously  for  fourteen  years.  He 
had  grown  to  be  quite  large  for  his  age.  But  more  than  a 
year  ago,  it  became  evident  that  he  was  suffering  with  tuber- 
culosis. He  received  the  most  skillful  and  systematic  treat- 
ment from  Dr.  James  I.  Johnston  to  the  end  of  our  last 
school  term  in  June,  when  he  was  sent  to  the  country,  with 
the  hope  that  the  change  would  result  in  the  improvement 
of  his  health.  The  family  with  whom  he  was  staying  gave 
him  the  most  careful  attention  and  such  nourishing  food  as 
such  a patient  should  receive.  But  the  disease  had  taken 
such  a firm  hold  upon  him  that  he  gradually  grew  worse 
instead  of  better,  and  on  the  20th  day  of  August  last,  he 
suddenly  died.  In  compliance  with  our  instruction,  the 
body  was  properly  prepared  for  burial  by  an  undertaker,  a 
lot  was  purchased,  and  Walter  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  cem- 
etery in  Sewickley.  It  was  quite  evident  that  the  disease 
from  which  he  died  was  inherited  and  manifested  itself  at  a 
period  of  life  not  unusual  in  such  cases. 

The  other  death  was  that  of  Harold  Strong,  a boy  a 
little  over  fourteen  years  of  age,  who  had  been  in  the  school 
a little  more  than  five  regular  terms.  He  was  a boy  to 
whom,  for  obvious  reasons,  we  had  given  considerable  atten- 
tion, and  in  whom  we  were  much  interested.  He  gave  us 
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little  trouble  in  the  matter  of  discipline.  Ordinarily,  he  had 
fairly  good  health  and  made  fair  progress  in  his  studies. 
But  when  he  returned  to  school  last  fall  he  was  evidently 
suffering  with  a complication  of  physical  troubles,  and,  be- 
ing a child  that  was  not  very  communicative,  the  matter  was- 
not  fully  discovered  for  some  time.  Indeed,  it  is  very  doubt- 
ful whether  any  one  could  have  discerned  Harold’s  real 
physical  condition.  He  came  back  to  school  on  Monday 
morning,  September  18th  last,  and  was  with  us  for  more 
than  five  weeks  without  showing  evidence  of  any  serious 
physical  trouble.  But  early  Friday  morning,  October  27th, 
a sudden  and  serious  condition  developed.  A physician  and 
a trained  nurse  were  immediately  summoned,  who  made 
every  effort  to  relieve  him,  but  without  avail,  and  he  died 
about  1 o’clock  of  that  day  from  heart  or  kidney  trouble,  or, 
possibly,  from  a combination  of  these  diseases.  Harold  had 
been  to  his  meals  with  the  other  pupils  on  every  occasion  up 
until  the  evening  of  the  day  before  he  died,  when  he  was 
given  usual  and  special  attention.  When  his  case  was  pro- 
nounced serious,  his  parents  were  immediately  summoned. 
The  body  was  taken  by  them  to  their  home  in  Brookville, 
Pa.,  and  interred  in  the  cemetery  of  his  home  town. 

For  various  reasons,  we  were  much  interested  in  both 
these  pupils  and  deeply  deplored  their  taking  away. 

VISIT  OF  MISS  SCHENLEY. 

Upon  the  invitation  of  the  President  of  the  Board, 
Hon.  H.  K.  Porter,  and  the  Superintendent,  Miss  Hermione 
Schenley,  of  London,  during  her  visit  to  Pittsburgh  last  fall, 
honored  us  with  a visit  on  Wednesday  morning,  December 
6th  last.  She  inspected  the  building  and  visited  the  classes, 
and  saw  the  pupils,  the  smallest  and  the  largest,  at  recitation. 
Then  the  pupils  and  faculty  were  all  collected  in  the  Assem- 
bly room  where,  after  the  school  had  sung  several  pieces  of 
music,  the  Superintendent  made  a brief  address  of  welcome, 
during  which  he  referred  to  the  great  pleasure  afforded  to 
all  then  connected  with  the  Institution,  when  Col.  Wm.  A. 
Flerron,  deceased,  presented  to  the  Incorporators,  at  their 
annual  meeting  held  in  our  temporary  quarters,  on  Forty- 
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second  street,  this  city,  the  deed  for  the  piece  of  ground, 
over  five  acres,  on  which  the  Institution  buildings  now 
stand.  He  referred  to  the  work  of  the  school  since  its  or- 
ganization, and  said : “Although  the  mother  was  not  per- 
mitted to  see  the  fruits  of  her  benevolence  in  giving  these 
grounds  to  the  Institution,  we  rejoice  at  the  fact  that  her 
daughter  has  this  opportunity  of  seeing  them,  and  the  satis- 
faction of  knowing  that  the  gift  was  worthily  bestowed.” 
Miss  Schenley  then  saw  the  pupils  in  the  dining-room 
at  their  noon  meal,  moving  among  them  and  giving  them 
words  of  encouragement.  Later,  she  listened  to  the  playing, 
in  the  chapel,  of  a number  of  pieces  on  the  pipe-organ  and 
also  on  the  piano,  by  our  most  advanced  pupils  in  music, 
with  all  of  which  she  was  greatly  pleased.  Miss  Schenley 
spent  about  three  hours  inspecting  the  school,  and  seemed 
to  enjoy  her  visit,  and  we  were  certainly  pleased  to  have  her 
with  us. 


CHANGES  IN  OFFICERS  AND  TEACHERS. 

Miss  Anna  Jacobs,  who  had  rendered  efficient  service  for 
a number  of  years  as  a teacher  in  the  Literary  Department, 
also  as  instructor  in  the  Girls’  Industrial  Department,  but 
who  on  account  of  a surgical  operation  followed  by  ner- 
vous prostration,  and  was  absent  during  the  whole  of  the  last 
term  of  the  school,  returned  and  resumed  her  duties  at  the 
beginning  of  the  current  term.  She  continued  in  her  work 
until  the  early  part  of  November  last,  when,  from  some  un- 
known source,  she  contracted  diphtheria,  and  was  again 
prostrated  for  several  weeks.  After  her  recovery,  it  was 
found  that,  while  she  was  able  to  plan  and  direct  the  work 
of  the  department,  she  was  not  able  to  assume  all  the  duties, 
and  we  employed  Miss  Hannah  I.  Houston  to  assist  her. 
Together  they  have  managed  the  work  well,  and  the  pupils 
have  made  satisfactory  progress.  Really,  for  several 
years  past  the  work  of  this  department  has  increased,  and  it 
is  now  too  heavy  for  one  person  to  conduct  it  satisfactorily. 

Miss  Houston  had  formerly  been  the  teacher  of  the 
Junior  class  in  the  Literary  Department  of  our  school,  but 
resigned  in  the  fall  of  1903  to  take  a position  outside.  She 
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returned  to  us  last  October  and  is  rendering  valuable  service. 
Besides  assisting  in  the  Girls’  Industrial  Department,  she 
gives  instruction  to  several  classes  in  literary  work. 

Several  changes  were  also  made  during  the  year  in  the 
subordinate  officers — matrons  and  governesses — all  for  the 
improvement  of  the  school,  for  the  better  discipline,  training 
and  general  welfare  of  the  children  under  our  care. 

It  is  not  always  an  easy  task  to  secure  intelligent,  con- 
siderate and  efficient  assistants  in  an  Institution  of  this  kind. 
With  all  the  care  we  may  exercise  in  the  selection  of  subor- 
dinates, we  are  likely  now  and  then  to  get  into  our  employ 
people  who,  on  account  of  their  disposition  and  tempera- 
ment, are  wholly  unfit  for  Institution  life.  They  are  ready 
with  fair  and  positive  promises  before  they  receive  appoint- 
ment, but  afterwards  they  soon  become  slow  of  fulfillment. 

They  expect  to  find  an  “easy  place,”  and  being  disap- 
pointed in  that,  they  not  only  do  little  good,  but  often  pos- 
itive harm.  Perhaps  no  plainer  statement  of  this  phase  of 
Institution  life,  or  difficulty,  can  be  found  anywhere  than  that 
made  by  Mr.  Anagnos,  Director  of  the  Perkins  Institution 
for  the  Blind,  South  Boston,  Mass.,  in  his  last  annual  report 
of  that  school.  He  says : 

* * * “Having  learned  by  observation  that  even  a 

few  black  sheep  mar  the  whiteness  of  a large  flock,  we  are 
exceedingly  careful  and  circumspect  in  the  selection  of  candi- 
dates to  fill  the  vacancies  which  occur  from  time  to  time. 
Nevertheless  we  discover  now  and  then  that  mistakes  have 
been  made  and  one  or  two  of  the  persons  selected  have  not 
fulfilled  our  expectations.  They  prove  to  be  selfish,  incon- 
siderate and  inclined  to  disregard  the  rights  of  others.  They 
seem  to  have  no  clear  conception  of  the  duties  of  their  posi- 
tion and  of  the  loyalty  which  is  necessary  in  any  school,  but 
indispensable  in  an  Institution  like  ours.  Persons  of  this 
sort  create  an  atmosphere  of  discontent  about  them,  and  their 
presence  cannot  long  be  permitted  without  serious  danger. 
They  are  chronic  grumblers  and  constant  fault-finders,  criti- 
cising with  equal  indiscretion  and  asperity  the  food  they, 
eat,  the  liquids  they  drink,  the  air  they  breathe,  the  shoes 
they  wear  and  the  people  they  meet  or  associate  with.  * * * 

“They  do  not  stop  to  think  of  their  obligation  to  the 
Institution  and  of  the  loyalty  which  is  due  it.  * * * 

such  persons  are  very  troublesome  everywhere,  but  are 
especially  out  of  place  in  any  of  our  families.  Their  pres- 
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ence  creates  an  unhealthy  atmosphere  and  a spirit  of  dis- 
content, and  they  ought  to  be  unhesitatingly  dismissed 
for  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  establishment.” 

IN  CONCLUSION. 

I am  truly  glad  to  state  that  most  of  our  teachers  are 
devoted  to  their  work.  They  have  been  faithful,  diligent 
and  conscientious  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  They 
have  kept  themselves  well  informed  on  educational  methods 
and  movements,  and  have  been  deeply  .interested  in  the 
progress  of  the  school  and  the  advancement  and  welfare  of 
their  pupils.  We  feel  that  we  have  been  peculiarly  fortu- 
nate in  having  such  teachers  with  us,  and  we  take  pleasure 
in  making  due  acknowledgment  of  the  valuable  service  they 
have  rendered.  Without  such  aid  success  cannot  be 
achieved. 

And  again  sincerely  thanking  the  members  of  the  Board 
for  your  consideration  and  co-operation  in  the  management 
of  the  Institution,  this  report  is 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  B.  Jacobs, 

Superintendent. 
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It  is  again  our  great  pleasure  and  privilege,  at  the  close 
of  the  year's  work,  to  formally  tender  our  heartfelt  thanks 
and  express  our  obligations  to  our  numerous  friends  for 
their  many  tokens  of  interest  in  the  Institution,  evidences 
of  appreciation  of  our  work  and  good  will,  which  have  come 
to  us  during  the  year. 

We  desire  especially  to  express  our  grateful  acknowl- 
edgments— 

To  Mrs.  F.  E.  Schenk,  for  the  gift  of  a grand  piano  of  the 
Wheelock  manufacture,  which  we  placed  in  the  Library  for  the  use 
of  the  pupils,  and  which  they  fully  appreciate. 

To  Dr.  Hugh  N.  Kinghom,  of  Saranac  Lake,  N.  Y.,  for  a dona- 
tion of  $25.00  in  cash.  This  came  to  us  through  the  kindness  of  Mr. 
Otis  H.  Childs,  to  whom  Dr.  Kinghorn  sent  the  money  to  be  donated 
as  Mr.  Childs  might  decide. 

To  Mr.  Morris  Stephens,  for  a concert  given  in  the  chapel  of 
the  institution,  Thursday  evening,  May  4th,  1905,  in  the  presence 
of  a good  audience.  The  programme  consisted  of  vocal  numbers, 
all  of  which  were  enjoyed  by  our  pupils. 

To  Mr.  George  E.  Peebles,  Jr.,  for  20  tickets  for  the  admission 
of  pupils  to  the  concert  by  the  Ringwalt  Choir  Union,  at  the  Pitts- 
burg Conservatory  of  Music,  Dithridge  street,  city,  May  10th,  1905. 

To  Mrs.  A.  J.  Kelly,  for  repeated  donations  of  useful  articles 
for  the  pupils  and  other  evidences  of  interest  and  concern  for  the 
welfare  of  the  school. 

To  Mrs.  George  W.  Dilworth,  for  her  annual  remittance  of 
$25.00,  with  which  to  purchase  tickets  for  the  admission  of  pupils 
to  the  Saturday  afternoon  recitals  of  the  Pittsburgh  Orchestra,  at 
Carnegie  Music  Hall.  These  kind  remembrances  of  Mrs.  Dilworth 
furnish  recreation  and  pleasure  for  our  pupils,  which  they  greatly 
enjoy. 

To  Benj.  Thaw,  Esq.,  for  continued  interest  in  the  institution 
and  courtesies  shown  the  Superintendent 

To  Hon.  H.  K.  Porter,  for  his  annual  gift  to  the  school  of  a 
box  of  choice  oranges,  figs  and  raisins,  at  the  last  Christmas  season. 

To  the  Oliver  McClintock  Company,  for  their  annual  contribu- 
tion of  $10.00,  which,  by  action  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  was  ap- 
plied to  the  purchase  of  tickets  for  the  admission  of  pupils  to  the 
recitals  of  the  Pittsburgh  Orchestra. 
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To  Mr.  L.  J.  Keidel,  for  a number  of  nice  dolls  and  boxes  of 
candy,  sent  as  a Christmas  gift  to  a number  of  our  pupils. 

To  Mr.  Wm.  L.  Abbott,  for  a contribution  of  $10.00  in  cash, 
given  to  purchase  candy  and  toys  for  the  pupils  who  were  compelled 
to  remain  at  the  institution  during  the  Christmas  holidays. 

To  Mrs.  W.  R.  Thompson,  of  Allegheny,  for  a 'donation  of 
$31.00,  through  Mr.  George  H.  Wilson,  manager  of  the  Pitts- 
burgh Orchestra,  to  be  used  to  purchase  tickets  for  the  pupils  to 
attend  the  Concerts  of  the  Orchestra. 

To  McCreery  & Company,  merchants,  Wood  street  and  Sixth 
avenue,  Pittsburgh,  for  a number  of  large  and  nice  dolls,  sent  to 
the  institution  as  a Christmas  gift  for  our  little  girls. 

To  Mrs.  C.  S.  Gray  and  the  ladies  who  had  charge  of  the  social 
entertainment  at  the  Bellefield  Presbyterian  church,  for  a number 
of  gallons  of  excellent  ice  cream,  which  was  greatly  enjoyed  by  the 
pupils. 

To  the  members  of  Grace  Reformed  church,  and  the  officers  and 
teachers  of  the  Sunday  school,  for  their  kind  attention,  assistance 
and  encouragement  given  those  of  our  pupils  who  attend  the  church 
and  the  Sunday  school. 

To  the  editors  and  publishers  of  the  following  periodicals  and 
daily  papers,  which  have  been  gratuitously  sent  to  the  institution: 
The  Pittsburg  Dispatch,  The  Pittsburg  Leader,  The  Presbyterian 
Banner,  School  and  Home  Education,  Bloomington,  111.;  The  United 
Presbyterian,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. ; The  Colorado  Index,  printed  at  the 
Colorado  School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind,  Colorado  Springs ; The 
Rocky  Mountain  Leader,  published  at  the  Montana  School  for  the 
Deaf  and  Blind,  Boulder,  Mont. ; The  Florida  School  Herald,  pub- 
lished at  the  School  for  Deaf  and  the  Blind,  St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  and 
The  Utah  Eagle,  published  at  the  School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind, 
Ogden,  Utah. 

And  to  all  others  who  have  rendered  assistance  in  any  way 
and  have  given  encouragement  and  evidence  of  good  will  and 
interest  in  the  institution. 

All  of  which  are  made  in  compliance  with  instructions 
given  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation. 

H.  B.  Jacobs, 
Superintendent. 
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Catalogue  of  Pupils. 

In  Attendance  This  Year. 


BOYS. 


No. 

Name. 

When  Admitted. 

Residence. 

i 

George  Heck, 

Sept.  15,  1892, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

2 

Albert  Standley  Miller, 

Oct.  26,  1893, 

Glade,  Pa. 

3 

William  F.  McNally, 

May  1,  1894, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

4 

Orlando  Young, 

Feb.  1,  1895, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

5 

Samuel  Earl  Kephart, 

March  4,  1895, 

Connellsville,  Pa. 

6 

Earnest  George  Scott, 

June  3,  1895, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

7 

Merril  Doyle, 

Sept.  2,  1896, 

Wheatland,  Pa. 

8 

Charles  Homer  Gibson, 

Sept.  12,  1895, 

Harrisville,  Pa. 

9 

Harold  Guy  Nickeson, 

May  18,  1896, 

Washington,  Pa. 

IO 

Samuel  G.  Rowe, 

Feb.  4,  1897, 

Pittsburg.  Pa. 

ii 

George  J.  Reichenberger, 

May  27,  1897, 

McKeesport,  Pa. 

12 

Cyrus  Barnes, 

Sept.  8,  1897, 

Leetsdale,  Pa. 

13 

Willie  Hackey, 

Sept.  9,  1897, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

H 

Oscar  Gibson, 

Sept,  15,  1897, 

Harrisville,  Pa. 

15 

Robert  C.  Davidson, 

Nov.  1,  1897, 

Federal,  Pa. 

16 

Albert  0.  Buechler, 

April  20,  1898, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

17 

Frank  A.  Shook, 

Nov.  21,  1898, 

Glenshaw,  Pa. 

18 

Grant  Crosley, 

March  31,  1899, 

Shamoken.  Pa. 

19 

Claude  Stover, 

Sept.  7,  1899, 

Grove  City,  Pa. 

20 

Christopher  Smoke, 

Sept.  11,  1899, 

Moshannon,  Pa. 

21 

Walter  E.  Downing, 

Nov.  14,  1899, 

Oil  City,  Pa. 

22 

Harold  L.  Strong, 

May  5,  1900, 

Brookville,  Pa. 

23 

Walter  R.  Ohliger, 

Sept.  10,  1900, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

24 

George  Newman, 

May  2,  1901, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

25 

Clayton  John  Owens, 

May  11,  1901, 

West  Green,  Pa. 

26 

Charles  Jacks, 

Sept.  11,  1901, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

27 

Henry  Harty, 

Sept.  12,  1901, 

Carnegie,  Pa. 

28 

Jacob  J.  Smith, 

Sept.  26,  1901, 

Erie,  Pa. 

29 

Wm.  McKinley  Chisholm 

, Nov.  21,  1901, 

Bellevue,  Pa. 

30 

Edwin  Paul  Miser, 

May  7,  1902, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

31 

Thomas  A.  Patsky, 

Sept.  11,  1903, 

Altoona,  Pa. 

32 

Wesley  C.  Stevens, 

Sept.  15,  1903, 

Sharpsburg,  Pa. 

33 

John  Harney, 

Nov.  25,  1903, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

34 

Earl  T.  McCoy, 

Sept.  8,  1903, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

35 

George  H.  Stimson, 

March  31,  1904, 

Lewis  Run,  Pa. 

36 

William  Heise, 

Sept.  7,  1904, 

Greensburg,  Pa. 

34 


No. 

Name. 

When  Admitted. 

Residence. 

37 

Frederick  Block, 

Sept.  7,  1904, 

Johnstown,  Pa. 

38 

Otto  F.  Rammonat, 

Oct.  10,  1904, 

Homestead,  Pa. 

39 

Wilt  Dowling, 

Oct.  31,  1904, 

Kittanning,  Pa. 

40 

Mathew  Dunn, 

Nov.  1,  1904, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

4i 

Don  A.  Lasher, 

Nov.  7,  1904. 

Springboro,  Pa. 

42 

George  E.  Marks, 

Nov.  15,  1904, 

Titusville,  Pa. 

43 

Frank  C.  Munster, 

Nov.  16,  1904, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

44 

George  H.  Burton, 

Nov.  21,  1904, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

45 

Howard  D.  Sweely, 

Jan.  29,  1905, 

Greensburg,  Pa. 

46 

Joseph  A.  Kisler, 

March  28,  1905, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

47 

Guy  C.  Craig, 

April  29,  1905, 

Wilkinsburg,  Pa. 

48 

Fred  Schacherer, 

Sept.  25,  1905, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

49 

Harry  Dess, 

Sept.  11,  1901, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

50 

Charles  McClure, 

Sept.  20,  1905, 

Chambersburg,  Pa. 

51 

John  A.  Brant, 

Oct.  14,  1905, 

Wilmerding,  Pa. 

52 

Nathaniel  Evans, 

Oct.  22,  1905, 

Braddock,  Pa. 

53 

Amasa  Carr, 

Nov.  18,  1903, 

Coneville,  Pa. 

54 

Daniel  James, 

Oct.  25,  1905, 

Donora,  Pa. 

55 

Earl  Gamble, 

Dec.  5,  1905, 

Bolivar,  Pa. 

56 

Donald  Ames, 

Jan.  31,  1906, 

Coal  Center,  Pa. 

57 

Morris  Bundy, 

Feb.  14,  1906, 

Penfield,  Pa. 

GIRLS. 


No. 

Name. 

When  Admitted. 

Residence. 

1 

Emma  H.  Craven, 

Oct.  16,  1890, 

Duff’s  P.  0.,  Pa. 

2 

Olive  Gibson, 

Oct.  20,  1893, 

Harrisville,  Pa. 

3 

Katie  Burke, 

Dec.  7,  1893, 

Altoona,  Pa. 

4 

Jennie  S.  Snyder, 

Sept.  5,  1894, 

Apollo,  Pa. 

5 

Lulu  Florence  Trainor, 

Oct.  18,  1894, 

Piolett,  Pa. 

6 

Martha  Bates, 

June  3,  1895, 

Sharpsburg,  Pa. 

7 

Edith  McC.  Smith, 

Nov.  4,  1895, 

Paulton,  Pa. 

a 

Hazel  Keefer, 

May  2,  1896, 

Beaver  Falls,  Pa. 

9 

Pearl  Keefer, 

May  2,  1896, 

Beaver  Falls,  Pa. 

10 

Mary  C.  Hayes, 

May  28,  1896, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

11 

May  Levy, 

Sept.  14,  1896, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

12 

Florence  McHenry, 

Sept.  21,  1897, 

Homestead,  Pa. 

13 

Elsie  May  Vath, 

Oct.  8,  1897, 

Sandy  Lake,  Pa. 

14 

Ethel  Florence  Boyer, 

Jan.  13,  1898. 

Harmony,  Pa. 

15 

Martha  Hecht, 

April  30,  1898, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

16 

Josephine  Brener, 

April  24,  1899, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

17 

Shirley  Budke, 

Sept.  11,  1900. 

Canonsburg,  Pa. 

18 

Autumn  S.  Drake, 

Sept.  15,  1900, 

Little  Cooley,  Pa. 

19 

Ida  L.  Flesher, 

Oct.  4,  1900, 

Alverton,  Pa. 

20 

Iva  A.  Beighley, 

Oct.  5,  1900, 

Utica,  Pa. 

21 

Margie  L.  Stewart, 

Jan.  22,  1901, 

Riinersburg,  Pa. 

35 


No. 

Name. 

When  Admitted. 

Residence. 

22 

Lucinda  E.  McKee, 

Sept.  11,  1901, 

Sharpsburg,  Pa, 

23 

Rose  Cunningham, 

Oct.  7,  1901, 

Alverton,  Pa. 

24 

Marie  C.  Roth, 

Sept.  15,  1902, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

25 

Matiel  M.  Davis, 

Sept.  16,  1903, 

Butler,  Pa. 

26 

Helen  L.  Walters, 

March  11,  1903, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

27 

Mary  Hillary, 

Jan.  26,  1904, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

28 

Christina  Steel, 

April  6,  1904. 

Oil  City,  Pa. 

29 

Melda  Montgomery, 

June  8,  1904, 

East  Brady,  Pa. 

30 

Hilda  Betler, 

Sept.  7,  1904, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

31 

Sarah  Grieshaber, 

Sept.  19,  1904, 

Valencia,  Pa. 

32 

Laura  Neimeyer, 

Oct.  11,  1904, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

33 

Stella  E.  Plants, 

Feb.  20,  1905, 

Washington,  Pa. 

34 

Isabell  Bell, 

April  17,  1905, 

McKeesport,  Pa. 

35 

Minnie  Smith, 

Sept.  14,  1905, 

Butler,  Pa. 

36 

Margaret  A.  Golphin, 

Oct.  2,  1905, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

37 

Margaret  McElroy, 

Oct.  11,  1905, 

East  Brady,  Pa. 

38 

Mary  Hunter, 

Nov.  14,  1905, 

Rochester,  Pa. 

39 

Martha  Bowers. 

May  7,  190b, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

36 


General  Information. 


The  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind  is 
a school  of  learning,  established  for  the  special  benefit  of  the 
blind  youth  in  the  western  part  of  the  State.  It  is  in  no 
sense  a home  or  a retreat,  as  many  suppose,  for  aged  or  in- 
firm blind  people;  nor  is  it  a hospital  for  the  treatment  of 
diseases  of  the  eye,  but  it  is  strictly  educational  in  all  its 
interests.  It  is  the  aim  and  purpose  of  this  Institution  to 
give  the  blind  youth  of  this  section  of  the  State  a liberal 
education,  and,  in  addition,  give  them  such  training  in  the 
art  of  music  and  instruction  in  industrial  pursuits  as  will 
aid  them  to  become  independent  and  useful  members  of 
society. 

The  Institution  is  located  in  one  of  the  most  desirable 
parts  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh.  Indeed,  it  would  be  difficult 
to  select,  in  or  about  this  city,  a more  beautiful,  healthful 
or  convenient  site  for  this  school  than  the  grounds  on  which 
it  is  situated.  The  buildings  are  light,  airy,  commodious 
and  cheerful,  and  supplied  with  modern  conveniences.  They 
overlook  the  noted  Schenley  Park,  and  are  only  a few 
squares  distant  from  the  new  Pittsburgh  Carnegie  Library. 
The  location  of  the  Institution  affords  the  inmates  the  ad- 
vantages and  privileges  of  a city  life,  with  the  quiet  of  a 
country  home. 

The  Institution  fronts  on  Bayard  street,  while  Belle- 
fiekl  avenue  extends  the  full  length  of  the  grounds  on  the 
east.  It  can  be  reached  from  almost  any  part  of  the  city  by 
electric  cars.  Three  different  lines  of  cars — the  Fifth  ave- 
nue line,  the  Forbes  street,  Bloomfield  and  Negley  avenue 
lines,  and  the  Centre  avenue  and  East  Liberty  line — each  in 
a different  direction  from  the  Institution,  passes  within  two 
squares  of  it. 

The  Institution  is  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the 
State,  and  pupils  who  are  unable  to  pay  for  their  tuition,  or 
contribute  anything  towards  their  support,  are  given  the  full 
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benefits  and  privileges  of  the  school  free  of  charge.  All  are 
accorded  the  same  advantages  and  opportunities. 

Pupils  are  admitted  at  any  time  during  the  term,  and 
placed  in  classes  and  at  the  work  best  suited  to  their  condi- 
tion and  degree  of  mental  development. 

Parents  and  guardians  are  required  to  supply  their  chil- 
dren with  good,  comfortable  clothing  of  sufficient  quantity 
to  admit  of  the  necessary  changes  for  washing  and  mending, 
and  to  defray  their  traveling  and  other  incidental  expenses. 
All  articles  of  clothing  should  be  carefully  marked  with  in- 
delible ink,  before  they  are  sent  to  the  Institution. 

Letters  are  written  once  a month,  or  oftener,  if  neces- 
sary, for  those  who  cannot  write  for  themselves ; and,  in 
case  of  serious  sickness  of  a pupil,  the  parents  or  guardian 
will  be  informed  of  the  fact  immediately  by  letter  or  tele- 
gram. It  is  the  desire  of  the  management  that  the  parents 
and  friends  of  the  pupils  shall  be  kept  well  informed  as  to 
their  condition  and  progress. 

Letters  and  packages  for  the  pupils  should  have  written 
on  them,  besides  the  name  of  the  pupil  addressed,  the  words 
Institution  for  the  Blind,  Bellefield  avenue , Pittsburgh,  Pa., 
to  insure  prompt  delivery. 

The  use  of  tobacco  in  any  form  is  strictly  forbidden, 
and  no  one  using  it,  and  no  one  of  confirmed  immoral  habits, 
will  be  received  into  the  school. 

All  pupils  must  be  removed  from  the  Institution  at  the 
close  of  each  school  term  by  those  who  are  responsible  for 
their  care,  and  at  any  other  time,  should  necessity  require 
it,  upon  due  notice  being  served. 

Parents  or  friends  visiting  any  of  the  pupils,  or  sojourn- 
ing in  the  city,  cannot  be  entertained  at  the  Institution. 

A parent  or  guardian  who  is  contemplating  the  placing 
of  a blind  child  in  this  Institution,  should  at  once  open  cor- 
respondence relative  thereto  with  the  Superintendent. 

Blank  forms  of  application  for  admission  will  be  fur- 
nished at  any  time  by  the  Superintendent,  and  no  pupil  will 
be  admitted  to  the  school  until  such  application  has  been 
returned,  with  the  questions  which  it  contains  satisfactorily 
answered,  and  it  has  been  submitted  to,  and  approved  by, 
the  Board  of  Directors. 
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Information  concerning  the  character  and  purpose  of 
the  Institution  and  of  the  work  being  done,  will  be  cheer- 
fully given,  and  all  inquiries  about  the  steps  to  be  taken  to 
procure  the  admission  of  pupils,  or  about  the  management 
of  the  school,  will  be  promptly  answered,  by  addressing  the 
undersigned. 

H.  B.  Jacobs, 

_ Superintendent. 
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By-Laws 

for  the 

Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind. 


Made  and  adopted  by  the  members  of  the  Corporation, 
at  a general  meeting  called  for  that  purpose,  and  held,  March 
17th,  1887,  with  such  amendments  as  have  been  made  at 
various  meetings  of  the  Corporation,  including  the  annual 
meeting  held  May  14th,  1888,  and  at  the  Directors’  meet- 
ings. 

BUSINESS. 

1.  The  business  of  this  Corporation  shall  be  managed 
and  conducted  by  a President,  two  Vice-Presidents,  a Board 
of  Directors,  a Clerk  or  Secretary,  a Treasurer,  and  such 
other  Officers,  Agents  and  Committees  as  may  be  appointed 
from  time  to  time  by  the  Directors. 

DIRECTORS. 

2.  The  Directors  shall  be  chosen  annually  by  the  merm 
bers  of  the  Corporation,  and  shall  hold  their  offices  until 
others  are  chosen  and  qualified  in  their  stead. 

The  Directors  shall  be  divided  into  three  classes,  and 
three  of  them  shall  be  elected  for  a term  of  one  year,  three 
for  a term  of  two  years,  and  three  for  a term  of  three  years, 
respectively ; and,  at  all  ensuing  elections  of  said  Corpora- 
tion, the  Corporation  shall  only  elect  the  number  of  Direct- 
ors necessary  to  take  the  places  of  those  whose  terms  of 
office  shall  then  expire,  and  such  Directors  shall  then  be 
chosen  for  a term  of  three  years. 

ANNUAL  MEETING. 

3.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation  for  the 
election  of  Directors  and  the  transaction  of  other  business, 
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shall  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  May  in  each  year  suc- 
ceeding the  present,  in  the  City  of  Pittsburgh.  Special 
meetings  of  the  members  of  the  Corporation  may  be  called 
by  the  Directors  when  necessary.  Notice  of  all  annual 
meetings  shall  be  published  in  one  newspaper,  in  the  City  of 
Pittsburgh,  at  least  five  days  prior  to  any  such  meeting. 

SECRETARY. 

4.  The  Clerk  or  Secretary  shall  record  all  the  votes  of 
the  Corporation,  and  the  minutes  of  all  meetings  of  the  In- 
corporators, and,  also,  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  in  a book 
kept  for  that  purpose. 


TREASURER. 

5.  The  Treasurer  shall  give  bond  in  the  sum  of  $5,000, 
with  such  securities  as  the  Directors  may  require,  for  the 
faithful  discharge  of  his  duties ; and  he  shall  keep  the  mon- 
eys of  the  Corporation  in  a separate  account,  and  report  to 
the  Directors  whenever  required.  He  shall  pay  all  warrants 
drawn  by  the  Executive  Committee,  and  countersigned  by 
the  Secretary. 

PRESIDENT. 

6.  The  President,  or  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  shall 
preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Directors,  and  at  meetings  of 
the  members  of  the  Corporation,  and  shall  have  and  exer- 
cise all  the  powers  which  ordinarily  belong  to  the  presiding 
officer  of  representative  bodies. 

QUORUM. 

7.  A majority  of  the  members  of  the  Corporation, 
who  are  present  at  any  regularly  called  meeting,  shall  be 
competent  to  transact  business.  Members  may  attend  in 
person  or  by  proxy. 

POWER  OF  DIRECTORS. 

8.  The  Directors  shall  have  power  to  fill  all  vacancies 
in  the  Board,  which  may  happen  by  death,  resignation  or 
otherwise. 


41 


9.  The  Directors  shall  have  power  to  make  and  en- 
force all  such  rules  and  orders  as  they  may  deem  reasonable 
or  necessary  for  the  management  of  the  affairs  and  business 
of  the  Corporation,  and  for  the  government  of  its  agents 
and  employes. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

10.  In  addition  to  the  Corporators  named  in  the  Char- 

ter, members  may  be  admitted  by  the  Corporators  upon  the 
following  terms : Contributors  of  sums  of  money  or  other 

property  to  the  value  of  $500,  may  be  elected  to  life  mem- 
bership ; and  annual  contributors  of  not  less  than  $50,  may 
be  elected  to  membership,  but,  in  the  latter  case,  such  mem- 
bership shall  terminate  upon  default  of  such  annual  contri- 
bution. All  members  of  the  Corporation  shall  during  the 
period  of  their  membership  be  entitled  to  vote  at  all  general 
meetings  of  the  Corporators. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

11.  The  President  shall,  at  the  organization  of  the 
Board  each  year,  appoint  an  Executive  Committee  consist- 
ing of  three  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  who  shall 
examine  and  approve  all  bills,  and  when  found  in  order, 
issue  warrants  on  the  Treasurer  for  the  payment  of  the 
same.  All  bills  must  be  approved  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, and  every  warrant  drawn  on  the  Treasurer  must  be 
signed  by  the  Chairman  of  that  Committee. 

12.  The  President  shall  appoint  an  Auditing  Com- 
mittee of  three  members,  who  shall  annually  audit  the  ac- 
counts of  the  Secretary,  Treasurer,  or  other  officers,  and 
make  report  thereof  to  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  also  to 
the  Corporators. 


AMENDMENTS. 

13.  These  By-Laws  may  be  altered  or  amended  by  a 
two^thirds  vote  of  those  present,  at  any  regular  meeting  of 
the  Directors,  provided  due  notice  has  been  given  at  a pre- 
vious meeting,  and  not  otherwise. 
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14-  At  the  reorganization  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
each  year,  the  President  shall  divide  the  members  into  com- 
mittees of  two  members  each,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  in 
course,  month  by  month,  as  individually  appointed,  to  spend 
a part  of  one  day  at  the  Institution,  inspect  the  buildings, 
visit  the  class  rooms,  consult  with  the  Superintendent  as  to 
the  interests  of  the  school,  and  report  to  the  Board  at  its 
next  monthly  meeting. 

By  action  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  the  word  “three” 
has  been  stricken  from  the  third  line  of  Article  n,  and  the 
word  “five”  inserted. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Incor- 
porators and  Life  Members 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  May  6,  1907. 

The  twentieth  annual  meeting  of  the  Incorporators  and 
Life  Members  of  this  Institution  was  held  at  the  Institu- 
tion this — Monday — afternoon,  at  2 145  o’clock. 

Those  present  in  person  were  Rev.  J.  T.  McCrary, 
D.D.,  Messrs.  H.  Kirke  Porter,  Chas.  F.  Dean,  O.  M.  Ed- 
wards, Chas.  L.  Taylor,  Wm.  L.  Abbott  and  Thos.  S.  Mc- 
Aloney,  superintendent;  and  those  represented  by  proxies 
were  Col.  J.  M.  Schoonmaker,  Maj.  A.  M.  Brown,  Rev. 
Edward  P.  Cowan,  D.D.,  Messrs.  Benj.  Thaw  and  Otis  H. 
Childs. 

On  motion  offered  by  Mr.  Porter  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
Abbott,  Dr.  J.  T.  McCrory  was  selected  to  preside  over  the 
meeting;  and  by  a similar  motion,  Mr.  O.  M.  Edwards  was 
elected  Secretary. 

On  taking  the  chair,  Dr.  McCrory  called  upon  Mr. 
Dean  to  open  the  meeting  with  prayer. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  annual  meeting,  held  Monday 
afternoon,  May  7th,  1906,  were  then  read,  and  after  correc- 
tion, on  motion,  declared  approved. 

The  Secretary  stated  that,  in  compliance  with  the  By- 
Laws,  notice  of  the  meeting  had  been  published  in  the  Pitts- 
burgh Dispatch,  in  three  different  issues  of  the  paper,  name- 
ly, April  30th,  May  2d  and  4th ; also,  copies  of  a circular 
letter  calling  attention  to  the  meeting,  with  proxies  enclosed, 
had  been  mailed  to  all  the  members  of  the  corporation. 

The  Chair  then  called  for  the  annual  reports  of  the  of- 
ficers of  the  Board  of  Directors.  Hon.  H.  Kirke  Porter, 
President  of  the  Board,  responded  and  read  his  report, 
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which  was  listened  to  with  great  interest,  and,  on  motion, 
was  accepted  and  ordered  filed  and  printed. 

The  Treasurer,  Mr.  Chas.  F.  Dean,  submitted  his  twen- 
tieth annual  report  of  the  finances  of  the  Institution,  on  ac- 
count of  maintenance  and  repairs.  It  exhibits  in  detail  the 
receipts  and  disbursements  for  the  past  year,  and  shows  a 
balance  of  $5,447.37  in  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  Institution, 
April  30th,  1907. 

The  Treasurer  also  made  his  fifth  annual  report  of  the 
“Special  Fund,”  consisting  of  bequests,  donations  and  other 
accumulations.  This  shows  in  detail  all  the  investments  and 
securities  held  by  the  Institution  belonging  to  this  Fund. 

On  motion,  both  reports  were  received,  ordered  placed 
on  file  and  to  be  printed,  with  the  report  of  the  Auditing 
Committee,  when  made. 

On  motion  offered  by  Mr.  Edwards,  the  Chair  appoint- 
ed Messrs.  Wm.  L.  Abbott  and  Otis  H.  Childs  a committee 
to  audit  the  Treasurer’s  report. 

The  Superintendent’s  annual  report  to  the  Directors 
was  then  read.  This  report  shows  in  detail  the  operations 
of  the  school  and  the  improvements  that  had  been  effected 
during  the  year.  It  includes  reports  from  the  heads  of  the 
various  departments  and  from  the  Visiting  Physioian.  On 
motion,  this  report  was  accepted  and  ordered  to  be  printed 
with  the  other  documents  submitted. 

The  President  then  announced  that  the  terms  of  Messrs. 
Wm.  L.  Abbott  and  O.  M.  Edwards,  as  Directors  of  the  In- 
stitution, expire  on  this  date ; also,  that  a vacancy  exists  in 
the  membership  of  the  Board  on  account  of  the  resignation 
of  Dr.  J.  A.  Lippincott. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  proceed  at  once  to  the 
election  of  three  Directors  to  succeed  the  gentlemen  whose 
names  have  been  mentioned. 

Nominations  being  called  for,  Mr.  Porter  placed  in 
nomination  the  names  of  Messrs.  Wm.  L.  Abbott  and  O. 
M.  Edwards  to  succeed  themselves. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  Treasurer  was  instructed  to 
cast  the  ballot  of  the  Corporation  for  the  gentlemen  nomi- 
nated. He,  accordingly,  announced  that  Messrs.  Wm.  L. 
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Abbott  and  O.  M.  Edwards  had  received  the  unanimous 
vote  of  the  members  present  and  the  proxies  submitted; 
and  thereupon,  the  chair  declared  them  duly  elected  Direc- 
tors of  the  Institution  for  the  ensuing  three  years. 

Mr.  O.  M.  Edwards  then  placed  in  nomination  Mr. 
Thos.  A.  McGinley,  as  a Director  vioe  Dr.  J.  A.  Lippincott, 
resigned.  This  nomination  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Abbott, 
and  by  unanimous  vote  Mr.  McGinley  was  elected  Director 
for  the  ensuing  three  years. 

The  Superintendent  was  instructed  to  compile  and  have 
printed  in  pamphlet  form,  at  as  early  a date  as  convenient, 
750  copies  of  the  Annual  Report.  He  was  also  instructed 
to  make  proper  acknowledgment  in  the  report  of  all  dona- 
tions received,  and  of  all  other  favors  shown  by  friends  of 
the  Institution  during  the  past  year. 

There  being  no  further  business  before  the  meeting, 
on  motion,  it  was  adjourned. 

O.  M.  Edwards, 
Secretary. 
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Report  of  the  Board  of  Directors 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  May  6th,  1907. 

To  the  Board  of  Corporators  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania 

Institution  for  the  Blind: 

Your  Board  respectfully  reports  a year  of  great  activ- 
ity, and  requiring  special  attention  on  their  part.  Soon  after 
the  close  of  the  last  school  year,  Professor  Jacobs,  who  had 
been  with  us  from  the  beginning  of  the  school,  presented 
his  resignation,  and  we  were  obliged  to  search  for  another 
to  conduct  our  affairs.  We  were  fortunate  in  securing 
Prof.  Thomas  S.  McAloney,  who  was  very  highly  commen- 
ed  to  us  by  those  who  knew  him  and  his  record;  and  we 
have  found  him  all  that  these  high  commendations  led  us 
to  expect.  His  experience  has  been  invaluable  in  taking 
up  work  in  a new  place,  and  he  has  so  cordially  entered 
into  all  that  our  Board  has  in  hand,  that  we  have  worked 
together  in  harmony  and  effectiveness. 

A large  amount  of  repairs  to  our  buildings  needed  to 
be  done,  and  these  received  most  careful  consideration. 
They  were  promptly  ordered,  as  soon  as  we  could  decide 
just  what  was  best  and  secure  the  necessary  estimates.  The 
committees  of  both  the  Senate  and  House,  at  Harrisburg, 
have  recommended  an  appropriation  to  meet  these  expen- 
ditures, in  addition  to  maintenance  for  the  coming  two 
years.  The  bills  are  now  in  various  stages  before  both 
houses,  and  we  have  every  reason  to  hope  that  the  appro- 
priation will  be  made,  and  will  be  speedily  available,  so 
as  to  wipe  out  all  of  the  indebtedness  which  we  had  to  in- 
cur. Good  banking  friends  of  ours  in  Pittsburgh  had 
financed  the  enterprise,  as  they  have  always  been  willing  to, 
so  that  no  bill  had  to  go  unpaid. 

We  have  changed  our  lighting  system  from  gas  to  elec- 
tricity, and  the  building  is  now  made  bright  and  cheerful 
to  the  neighborhood,  instead  of  being  ia  blind  house  itself. 
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Our  neighbors,  the  Schenley  Farms  Improvement  Com- 
pany, with  characteristic  generosity  and  enterprise,  have 
treated  our  grounds  as  part  of  their  own,  in  grading,  and 
planting  with  shrubbery,  and  we  gratefully  return  them  our 
thanks. 

The  Board  has  taken  very  active  part  in  the  manage- 
ment of  affairs,  and  realizes  more  fully  than  ever  the  great 
good  that  can  be  done  by  this  school,  and  the  great  joy  that 
may  come  through  it  into  a large  number  of  lives. 

Sitting  rooms — one  for  boys  and  one  for  girls — have 
been  fitted  up  in  comfortable  fashion,  and  are  greatly  en- 
joyed by  the  children.  A small  amount  of  gymnasium 
apparatus  has  been  provided,  and  a special  instructor  em- 
ployed to  teach  calisthenic  exercise  and  drill,  and  how  to 
play,  for  this  is  something  these  children  need  to  be  taught, 
as  well  as  how  to  study  and  work.  Play  should  be  one 
of  the  most  effective  lines  of  education,  and  we  are  trying 
to  make  it  so.  Parents  have  been  greatly  interested  in  this 
new  development.  This  apparatus,  however,  is  only  the  be- 
ginning of  what  we  hope  will  result  in  much  fuller  and 
more  adequate  provision  for  gymnastic  training. 

The  older  scholars  have  organized,  with  the  help  of 
their  teachers,  a literary  society  of  their  own  — well 
named  “The  Holmes-Schenley  Literary  Society” — and  take 
great  interest  in  its  exercises.  In  this  first  year  of  its  exist- 
ence, they  have  had  four  lectures  from  good  friends ; and 
in  behalf  of  the  Society,  and  of  all  connected  with  the  Insti- 
tution, we  thank  Mr.  Brashear,  Doctor  Levy,  Mr.  Bope, 
and  Doctor  George  C.  Johnston,  for  the  kindness  they  have 
shown  in  giving  these  lectures,  and  the  pleasure  they  have 
given.  Mr.  Brashear  spoke  of  the  “Sun  and  the  Moon;” 
Doctor  Levy,  of  “Overcoming  Obstacles General  Bope, 
of  the  “Boys’  Brigade,”  and  Doctor  Johnston,  of  the  “X- 
Ray.”  All  of  these  lectures  were  full  of  interest  to  those 
who  heard  them.  We  desire  this  whole  community — partic- 
ularly all  in  the  neighborhood  of  our  school — to  know  that 
at  all  such  public  gatherings  as  this,  any  and  everyone  in- 
terested is  cordially  invited  to  come  and  enjoy  with  us  the 
literary  feast  provided. 
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Another  extremely  kind  manifestation  of  interest  in 
the  school,  is  on  the  part  of  Mr.  A.  W.  Smith,  Messrs. 
Breitenstein  & Flemm,  Messrs.  Randolph  & McClements,  of 
Pittsburgh,  Mr.  John  Bader,  of  Allegheny — all  well  known 
florists,  and  of  the  Oakdale  Industrial  Home  for  Boys,  who 
•have  all  arranged  to  send  to  the  school  enough  plants  that 
each  one  of  the  scholars  may  have  one  of  his  own,  to  study 
and  to  care  for.  This  act  on  the  part  of  these  friends  means 
more  than  any  one  of  us  can  estimate,  and  these  beautiful 
gifts  are  gratefully  acknowledged. 

A ntimber  of  friends  have  also  sent  money  to  pay  for 
tickets  to  the  orchestra  concerts  on  Saturday  afternoons. 
We  have  thus  been  able  to  have  a great  many  of  the  chil- 
dren enjoy  this  beautiful  music,  together  with  their  teach- 
ers or  assistants,  in  whose  care  it  is,  of  course,  necessary 
that  all  such  blind  children  shall  go  through  our  crowded 
streets. 

Instruction  in  Sloyd  is  also  a new  departure  this  year, 
and  promises  to  be  a most  valuable  means  of  education. 

We  have  again  been  remembered  generously  in  the  be- 
quests of  friends  who  have  gone  from  this  earthly  life,  but 
whose  beneficence  lives  and  gives  blessings  to  others.  A 
bequest  of  $1,000.00  has  been  received  from  Mrs.  Diffen- 
bacher.  Mr.  John  Porterfield  left  us  a specific  bequest  of 
$20,000  00,  and  makes  us  residuary  legatee  with  a num- 
ber of  other  charitable  institutions  to  a large  fortune.  The 
first  payment  has  recently  been  made,  and  after  the  paying 
of  state  taxes  of  5$,  has  brought  into  our  treasury  the  very 
generous  sum  of  over  $47,000.00.  One  other  dying  remem- 
brance which  is  peculiarly  touching  and  beautiful,  was  that 
of  one  of  the  boys  who  had  recently  graduated  from  the 
school,  who  expressed  a wish  that  his  parents  cheerfully 
carried  out.  He  desired  that  they  should  send  the  means 
for  a special  feast  to  his  old  school-mate  friends.  We  men- 
tion these  various  bequests  with  grateful  acknowledgment 
of  those  who  have  so  kindly  borne  us  in  mind,  and  also  as 
a suggestion  and  reminder  to  many  others  who  might  be 
glad  to  join  with  these  friends  in  bringing  some  special 
pleasure  into  the  lives  of  those  whom  we  are  trying  to  help. 
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One  of  the  great  needs  of  our  Institution  is  a field 
officer,  who  should  represent  us  in  the  community  at  large. 
His  special  effort  would  be  directed  toward  searching  for 
the  blind  in  all  the  western  part  of  the  State,  and  to  make 
them  acquainted  with  the  advantages  that  they  could  have 
in  this  Institution.  We  have  been  frequently  surprised,  in 
receiving  new  students,  to  know  that  up  to  a very  recent 
moment  the  existence  of  our  school  was  unknown  to  them, 
or  to  their  parents  or  guardians.  This  would  seem  particu- 
larly strange,  were  it  not  that  there  are  probably  hundreds 
living  within  a half  mile  of  the  Bellefield  School,  who  know 
nothing  about  what  the  Institution  is.  Another  service  that 
such  an  officer  would  render,  would  be  to  keep  in  touch 
with  all  who  had  ever  been  in  the  school,  to  inform  us  of 
their  welfare,  and  to  continue  to  lend  a helping  hand  when 
needed.  During  this  year  we  started  a new  card  catalogue 
of  students  who  have  been  with  us  from  the  beginning,  and 
we  intend  that  this  shall  be  a permanent  and  continuing 
record,  so  that  we  may  follow  these  scholars  with  encour- 
agement and  sympathy  into  their  lives,  and  get  encourage- 
ment and  sympathy  and  help  from  them  as  well.  We  think 
that  no  encouragement  to  our  scholars  can  be  greater  or 
more  effective  than  that  which  comes  from  the  successful 
lives  and  good  characters  of  those  who  have  used  their  op- 
portunities well,  and  risen  to  usefulness. 

During  the  last  year,  in  order  to  place  all  our  business 
affairs  on  the  most  substantial  basis,  we  have  had  a careful 
audit  made  by  public  accountants  of  our  financial  affairs. 
This  has  been  in  addition  to  the  regular  annual  audit  by  the 
State  officials,  and  the  results  have  proved  eminently  satis- 
factory and  gratifying. 

The  Board  desires  to  make  acknowledgment  in  this  an- 
nual report  of  the  fidelity  and  patience  and  devotion  of  all 
connected  with  the  Institution  as  officers  and  teachers.  Their 
service  for  which  they  have  been  paid  has  been  admirable; 
but  far  more  than  that,  the  spirit  in  which  they  have  served 
is  worthy  of  the  highest  commendation.  Gentleness  and 
love  are  of  the  highest  educational  force,  and  without  these, 
mere  intellectual  ability  would  be  of  little  avail  in  such  an 
institution. 
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We  have  also  throughout  the  year  received  regular  re- 
ports from  Doctor  Johnston  as  to  the  condition  of  the  health 
of  the  students  on  his  regular  examinations. 

We  regret  to  have  to  report  the  resignation  of  Doctor 
Lippincott  from  our  Board.  He  has  been  a deeply  inter- 
ested member  of  the  corporation  from  the  very  first,  but 
his  prolonged  absences  from  the  city  made  it  impossible  for 
him  to  give  close  attention  of  late,  and  he  has  felt  that  he 
must  resign.  His  resignation  was  therefore  accepted  with 
great  regret  on  our  part.  There  are  also  two  vacancies, 
caused  by  expiration  of  term  of  office,  to  be  filled  at  this 
meeting. 

Finally,  we  would  render  sincere  thanks  to  our  Heaven- 
ly Father  for  His  kind  care  and  leading;  in  His  fear  this 
school  was  founded ; in  that  fear  it  is  our  desire  that  its  af- 
fairs should  be  administered. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  K.  Porter, 
President. 
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Twentieth  Annual  Report 

of  C.  F.  Dean,  Treasurer 
For  the  Year  Ending  April  30th,  1907 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  on  hand,  May  I,  1906 $ 5.470.34 

From  State  Treasurer,  maintenance $29,458.32 

From  State  Treasurer,  repairs  and  apparatus  3,441.52  32,899.75 


From  sale  of  brooms 1,982.55 

From  sewing  room 184.01 

Miscellaneous  receipts 270.81 

From  money  borrowed  for  special  improvements  and 
repairs  6,500.00 


$47,30746 

DISBURSEMENTS. 


Mainte- 

nance 

Fur.  and 
Repairs 

Special 

Contract 

Total 

Beds  and  bedding $ 

; 144.72  $ 112.50 

$ 257.22 

Brooms  and  brushes 

19.79 

19.79 

Conveyance  

377-08 

212.15 

589.23 

Dry  goods 

17563 

175.63 

Fruit  and  vegetables 

1,047.37 

1,047.37 

Fixtures  

54 

IOO.85 

IOI.39 

Fuel  

1.902.29 

1,902.29 

Furniture  and  furnishings 

721.05 

1,672.40 

461.25 

2,85470 

Groceries  

1,144-75 

1744-75 

Engine  room  supplies.... 

120.06 

120.06 

Ice  

206.22 

206.22 

Insurance  

1,534-40 

1,534-40 

Interest  

634-84 

634-84 

Lighting  

499-15 

499- 1 5 

Painting  

344-36 

165.OO 

327.95 

837.31 

Printing  and  stationery.. 

181.78 

25.OO 

206.78 

Plumbing  

156.61 

134-49 

428.OO 

719.10 

Provisions  

4,642.43 

4,642.43 

Industrial  supplies 

1,620.36 

1,620.36 

Repairs  

737.06 

1,146.29 

2,65377 

4.537-12 

Educational  supplies 

307.76 

210.75 

210.00 

728.51 

Ground  supplies 

201.60 

201.60 

Medical  supplies  & service 

424-73 

42473 

Salaries  

10,276.42 

10,276.42 

Wages  

4,755-14 

4,755-14 

Water  rent 

1.05 

1.05 

Sundries  

321.00 

1,001.50 

1,322.50 

Petty  cash  

500.00 

500.00 

$32,998.19  $3,441-43  $5,420.47  $41,860.09 
Balance  on  hand  April  30,  1907 5,447-37 

$47,307.46 

Chas.  F.  Dean,  Treasurer. 

UNION  NATIONAL  BANK  OF  PITTSBURGH, 

April  30,  1907. 

This  is  to  certify  that,  as  shown  in  the  above  account,  the 
sum  of  $5,447.37  stands  upon  the  books  of  the  bank,  at  this  date, 
ti  the  credit  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the 
Blind.  Union  National  Bank  of  Pittsburgh, 

W.  W.  Bell,  Cashier. 
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Fifth  Annual  Report 

of  the 

Special  Fund 

For  the  Year  Ending  April  30th,  1907 

Balance  on  hand,  May  i,  1906 

Payment  on  account  mortgage $1,200.00 

Received  from  interest  on  mortgages 540.00 

Received  from  interest  on  bank  account 92.67 

Received  from  contributions 10.00 

Sneathen  legacy  

$9,164.90 


Invested  in  mortgage 6,000.00 

Balance  on  hand,  April  30,  1907 $3,164.90 


Guarantee  Title  & Trust  Co., 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  April  30,  1907. 

This  is  to  certify  that,  as  shown  in  the  above  account,  there 
stands  upon  the  books  of  the  company,  at  this  date,  the  sum  of 
$3,164.90  to  the  credit  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for 
the  Blind. 

Guarantee  Title  & Trust  Co., 

Alex.  Dunbar, 

Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

mortgages  held  for  special  fund. 


Bellefield  avenue  property $ 4,800.00 

Hazelwood  property  6,000.00 


$10,800.00 

The  undersigned  auditors,  duly  appointed,  hereby  certify  that 
they  have  examined  the  above  annual  reports  of  the  Treasurer  and 
have  found  them  to  be  correct. 

Wm.  L.  Abbott, 

Otis  H.  Childs, 

Auditors. 


$6,322.23 


$1,842.67 

1,000.00 


IS 


The  Superintendent’s  Report 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  May  6th,  1907. 
To  the  Board  of  Directors: 

Gentlemen: — I take  pleasure  in  submitting  for  your 
consideration  the  Twentieth  Annual  Report  of  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind  for  the  year  ending 
April  30th,  1907. 

In  presenting  this,  my  first  annual  report  since  taking 
charge  of  this  Institution,  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  re- 
port progress.  While  we  have  not  been  able  to  accomplish 
all  we  planned  for  this  year,  yet  we  can  honestly  say  that 
the  school  has  taken  a step  upward  and  is  now  upon  a sound 
working  basis  in  all  its  departments. 


enrollment  of  pupils. 


During  the  present  session  the  enrollment  has  been  108, 
of  these  twenty-four  are  new  pupils  and  ten  are  pupils  re- 
admitted after  being  out  of  school  for  some  time.  Twenty 
counties  are  represented  in  this  enrollment  as  follows : 


Allegheny 55 

Beaver 3 

Butler 5 

Center 1 

Clarion 5 

Elk  1 

Mercer 2 

McKean 3 

Somerset 1 


Washington  ....  7 


Armstrong 2 

Blair 2 

Cambria 2 

Clearfield 1 

Crawford 4 

Erie 1 

Mifflin 4 

Potter 1 

Venango  3 

Westmoreland..  ..  5 


You  will  see  from  the  above  list  that  more  than  one- 
half  of  our  pupils  come  from  Allegheny  County.  While  it 
is  a recognized  fact  that  blindness  is  on  the  decrease,  yet 
I am  convinced  that  there  are  numbers  of  blind  children  of 
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school  age  in  the  western  counties  of  this  State  who  have 
never  attended  school  and  who  are  growing  up  in  ignorance. 
It  is  our  duty  to  endeavor  to  get  these  children  into  our 
school  and  provide  them  with  an  education.  I would  sug- 
gest, therefore,  that  we  employ  a “Field  Officer,”  whose 
duty  would  be  to  visit  the  homes  of  these  blind  children  and 
impress  upon  their  parents  the  importance  of  giving  them 
an  education.  This  plan  is  pursued  with  success  by  the 
School  for  the  Blind  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  state.  This 
field  officer  could  also  visit  the  graduates  and  old  pupils  of 
our  school  at  least  once  a year  and  encourage  them  in  their 
work.  He  could  give  a helping  hand  to  those  who  are  be- 
ginning work  for  themselves  and  assist  in  establishing  them 
in  their  chosen  occupation. 

Some  parents  of  blind  children  refuse  to  send  their  lit- 
tle ones  to  school  from  selfish  love  or  from  ignorant  care- 
lessness. For  the  sake  of  those  sightless  ones,  there  should 
be  a compulsory  education  law  enacted  in  this  state,  com- 
pelling parents  to  send  them  to  some  school  where  a thor- 
ough education  could  be  given. 

HEALTH. 

The  general  health  of  the  school  has  been  good,  though 
we  have  had  our  share  of  coughs,  colds,  sore  throats  and 
other  ailments  common  to  children. 

Shortly  after  school  opened  in  the  fall,  Edith  Smith, 
one  of  our  most  attractive  girls,  developed  a case  of  typhoid 
fever.  Our  physician  in  consultation  with  her  parents  de- 
cided to  remove  her  to  Mercy  Hospital  for  treatment.  All 
that  medical  science  and  nursing  could  do  was  done  for 
her,  but  without  avail.  She  died,  after  a brave  struggle, 
on  the  morning  of  October  twenty-fourth. 

Three  cases  of  diphtheria  were  taken  care  of  in  our 
isolation  hospital  in  the  fall  and  early  winter.  Fortunately 
the  cases  were  mild  and  readily  yielded  to  treatment.  The 
recovery  in  each  case  was  rapid  and  no  ill  effects  resulted. 
In  each  case  the  contagion  came  from  outside  sources.  In 
this  connection  we  would  say  that  just  as  long  as  our  pupils 
are  permitted  to  go  to  their  homes  each  week,  we  cannot 
hope  to  be  free  from  contagion. 


The  Girls’  Sitting 
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The  sanitary  condition  of  our  building  has  been  great- 
ly improved.  The  installing  of  new  plumbing,  using  up- 
to-date  methods  of  disinfecting,  overhauling  of  old  plumb- 
ing and  giving  special  attention  to  the  proper  ventilation 
of  the  building  have  contributed  greatly  to  the  comfort  and 
health  of  the  household. 

For  detailed  information  concerning  the  health  of  the 
pupils  you  are  respectfully  referred  to  the  report  of  our 
physician,  which  is  appended  to  this  report. 

CHANGES  IN  THE  CORPS. 

During  the  period  covered  by  this  report,  there  have 
been  a number  of  changes  made  in  our  staff.  Mr.  H.  B. 
Jacobs,  who  was  Superintendent  of  the  Institution  from  its 
inception,  resigned  his  position  last  summer  and  the  pres- 
ent incumbent  was  appointed. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  present  school  session,  it  was 
deemed  advisable  to  create  the  offices  of  Principal  of  the 
Literary  Department  and  Director  of  Music.  These  of- 
fices were  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Miss  Ora  H.  J. 
Harris  and  Mr.  Gilden  R.  Broadberry,  respectively.  Both 
have  been  valued  teachers  of  the  school  for  a number  of 
years  and  their  work  in  their  new  positions  shows  them  to 
be  competent,  energetic  and  enthusiastic.  Much  of  the  cred- 
it for  the  success  of  these  two  departments  is  due  to  them. 

Mrs.  Guibert  de  la  Mache,  who  taught  with  success 
in  the  Pittsburgh  Public  Schools  for  a number  of  years, 
was  added  to  our  corps  in  the  Literary  Department.  Mr. 
Randolph  R.  Pratt,  a graduate  of  the  West  Chester  State 
Normal  and  a teacher  of  experience,  has  also  been  added  to 
our  corps.  In  addition  to  his  work  in  the  literary  classes, 
Mr.  Pratt  is  instructor  in  Gymnastics  and  Head  Super- 
visor of  Boys.  Miss  Florence  I.  Griffith,  a graduate  of  the 
West  Chester  State  Normal  and  Industrial  Art  School  of 
Philadelphia,  has  been  appointed  teacher  of  Kindergarten 
and  instructor  of  Sloyd.  Mr.  Robert  A.  Morrow,  formerly 
Director  of  the  Duquesne  Conservatory  of  Music,  has  been 
added  to  our  staff  as  teacher  of  advanced  piano  pupils.  Miss 
Nannie  B.  Fisher  has  been  appointed  Matron,  and  Miss 
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Louise  Grimes  succeeds  Miss  Brown  as  Bookkeeper.  Mr. 
V.  L.  Hamlin,  a graduate  of  the  Tuning  Department  of  the 
New  England  Conservatory  of  Music,  succeeds  Mr.  Long 
as  instructor  of  Piano  Tuning. 

THE  DEPARTMENTS  OF  THE  INSTITUTION. 

The  work  of  our  Institution  is  divided  into  five  depart- 
ments, viz.:  Literary,  Music,  Industrial,  Physical  Training 
and  Household.  Each  of  these  departments  is  important 
and  unless  all  are  run  harmoniously  and  smoothly,  the  In- 
stitution cannot  be  entirely  successful.  In  all  of  these  good 
work  has  been  accomplished  and  the  spirit  of  co-operation 
and  progress  prevailed  throughout. 

LITERARY  DEPARTMENT. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  present  session,  the  school 
was  organized  into  grades  similar  to  the  grades  in  the  pub- 
lic schools.  A course  of  study  embracing  eight  years  com- 
mon school  work  and  three  years  of  high  school  work 
was  prepared  and  put  into  effect.  Braille  has  been  substi- 
tuted for  the  old  Line  system  in  use  in  the  primary  classes. 
The  progress  in  Braille  reading  and  writing  this  session 
has  been  excellent  and  much  interest  and  enthusiasm  have 
been  displayed  in  its  study.  Beginning  with  the  fourth  year 
all  pupils  are  required  to  learn  to  read  New  York  Point 
in  order  that  they  may  have  the  advantage  of  books  em- 
bossed in  that  type  as  well  as  those  in  Braille. 

The  grading  of  the  classes  and  the  increase  in  attend- 
ance necessitated  the  employment  of  two  extra  teachers. 
All  the  young  beginners  have  been  placed  in  a Kindergarten 
class,  and  the  older  ones  placed  in  a special  class  where  at- 
tention can  be  paid  to  their  individual  needs. 

The  Taylor  arithmetic  slates,  which  have  been  intro- 
duced into  the  school,  have  proved  very  convenient  and 
necessary  in  the  primary  grades.  The  more  advanced 
grades  use  mathematical  Braille  in  their  Algebra  and  Arith- 
metic work.  Purely  mental  work  is  still  carried  on  in  all 
the  grades  in  mathematics  in  addition  to  the  slate  work. 
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Heretofore  penmanship  has  been  taught  only  during  the 
last  year  in  school,  but  now  it  is  made  part  of  the  grade 
work,  beginning  with  the  Intermediate  Grade.  The  equip- 
ment in  the  Typewriting  Department  has  been  more  than 
doubled  during  the  year  and  there  has  been  a correspond- 
ing increase  in  the  number  of  pupils  receiving  instruction. 
By  penmanship  and  typewriting  our  pupils  are  brought  into 
closer  touch  with  their  relatives  at  home  and  with  the  busi- 
ness world. 

We  have  adopted  a system  of  marking  the  daily  reci- 
tations and  work  in  all  the  departments  of  the  school.  These 
marks  are  sent  to  the  parents  at  the  end  of  each  month, 
thus  keeping  them  thoroughly  posted  about  the  work  and 
conduct  of  their  children.  These  marks  are  also  filed  as 
part  of  the  pupils  history  and  record  under  the  arrange- 
ment provided  by  our  new  card  system.  Under  this  sys- 
tem we  are  at  work  getting  up  the  history  of  every  blind 
person  who  has  attended  this  school,  and  we  feel  sure  this 
record  will  be  of  great  value  in  the  future. 

As  an  adjunct  to  the  work  of  the  class  rooms,  a liter- 
ary society  was  organized  last  fall.  The  society,  named 
the  Holmes-Schenley  Literary  Society  in  honor  of  the  two 
ladies  whose  gifts  made  it  possible  for  this  Institution  to 
be  established,  has  been  very  successful.  Under  its  aus- 
pices a number  of  interesting  and  instructive  lectures  have 
been  given  by  prominent  local  scientists  and  lecturers. 

During  the  year  our  deaf-blind  boy  has  been  taught 
to  read  and  write  Braille  and  to  communicate  with  others 
by  means  of  the  manual  alphabet.  His  recitations  have  been 
principally  conducted  by  finger  spelling,  but  Braille  has  al- 
so been  used  to  advantage.  The  instruction  has  been  given 
by  a lady  not  on  our  staff,  her  work  being  a labor  of  love. 

MUSIC  DEPARTMENT. 

The  popular  belief  that  all  the  blind  are  natural  musi- 
cians and  that  nature  has  heaped  upon  them  gifts  and  tal- 
ents in  things  musical  is  erroneous.  It  is  true  that  the 
majority  of  the  blind  are  passionately  fond  of  music  and 
that  a large  number  of  them  become  proficient  performers 
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on  musical  instruments.  This  ability  only  comes  from  regu- 
lar systematic  practice  and  from  competent  instruction.  In 
order  that  logical  co-operative  work  might  be  accomplished 
in  all  branches  of  the  music  department,  a musical  director 
was  appointed  at  the  beginning  of  the  session.  Under  his 
guidance  this  department  has  been  thoroughly  systematized, 
new  branches  added  and  excellent  work  accomplished.  The 
lack  of  proper  practice  rooms  has  hindered  us  from  doing 
better  work.  We  should  have  separate  music  and  practice 
rooms  so  located  that  the  work  in  the  literary  and  music 
departments  would  not  conflict. 

The  pupils  of  this  department  have  had  the  privilege 
of  attending  the  Saturday  afternoon  concerts  of  the  Pitts- 
burgh Orchestra.  Each  week  during  the  concert  season 
six  or  more  pupils  were  accorded  this  privilege  as  a reward 
for  good  work.  The  value  of  such  concerts  in  the  musical 
training  of  our  pupils  cannot  be  overestimated  and  we  wish 
to  express  our  thanks  to  those  friends  who  have  made  it 
possible  for  our  pupils  to  enjoy  this  privilege. 

The  report  of  the  Director,  which  is  appended,  gives 
in  detail  the  work  of  the  department. 

PHYSICAL  TRAINING  DEPARTMENT. 

There  is  perhaps  no  class  of  children  who  need  physical 
training  and  development  more  than  the  blind.  They  are 
debarred  to  a great  extent  from  work  and  play  which  give 
invigorating  exercise.  They  have  a natural  tendency  to  in- 
ertness and  are  instinctively  timid.  Frequently  the  disease 
which  has  deprived  them  of  their  sight  has  left  them  physic- 
ally weak.  Unless  this  weakness,  timidity  and  inertness 
can  be  overcome,  their  success  in  life  is  greatly  impaired. 
During  the  present  session  our  pmpils  have  had  the  advant- 
age of  systematic  physical  training.  Under  the  painstaking 
care  of  our  physical  instructor,  Mr.  Pratt,  they  have  devel- 
oped wonderfully.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  the  change  in 
their  appearance.  Some  of  them  who  were  stoop-shoul- 
dered, timid  and  awkward  now  walk  erect  with  a degree 
of  self-confidence  that  is  noticeable.  With  a few  exceptions 
every  child  in  school  is  receiving  instruction.  Dumb  bells 
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and  wands  are  used  freely,  and  we  trust  that  before  long 
Indian  club  swinging  and  gymnastic  games  and  drills  will 
be  added.  We  make  it  compulsory  for  each  child  to  take 
exercise  daily  in  the  open  air.  Our  wide  verandas  afford 
space  for  this  exercise  and  its  value  cannot  be  too  highly 
estimated.  The  benefits  of  the  physical  training  are  ob- 
served in  every  department.  The  mental  faculties  are  quick- 
ened and  made  more  alert,  and  the  entire  system  is  toned 
up,  fitting  the  pupil  for  doing  better  brain  work  as  well  as 
supplying  him  with  the  strength  and  energy  for  his  in- 
dustrial work. 

As  we  have  no  gymnasium  our  physical  instruction  is 
naturally  handicapped  and  the  best  results  cannot  be  ob- 
tained. I would  respectfully  urge  upon  the  members  of 
your  Board  the  importance  of  a well  equipped  gymnasium 
in  our  Institution.  The  necessity  for  graduating  young 
men  and  young  women  with  bodies  strong  and  well  trained 
is  almost  as  imperative  as  equipping  them  with  mental 
and  manual  training.  In  the  battle  of  life  much  depends 
upon  their  bodily  health  and  strength,  and  it  is  our  duty 
to  pay  a great  deal  of  attention  to  this  feature. 

We  hope  very  soon  to  make  provision  for  a running 
track  on  the  lot  at  the  rear  of  our  buildings,  which  the 
Schenley  Farms  Company  is  filling  in  and  grading.  If  this 
lot  is  properly  graded,  our  boys  will  have  room  for  out- 
door games  and  exercises  of  all  kinds.  The  necessary  ap- 
paratus could  be  procured  at  a very  small  cost. 

INDUSTRIAL  DEPARTMENT. 

The  greatest  problem  which  confronts  the  educators  of 
the  blind  is  what  to  teach  so  that  their  pupils,  when  they 
leave  school  to  take  up  the  burden  of  life,  may  have  ac- 
quired some  trade  or  occupation  which  will  enable  them  to 
earn  an  honest  livelihood.  The  blind  are  without  doubt  se- 
riously handicapped  in  the  race  of  life.  In  few  instances 
are  they  able  to  compete  successfully  with  seeing  competi- 
tors in  the  various  industries  and  occupations.  Many  schools 
have  abolished  trades  teaching  on  this  account,  believing 
that  the  blind  can  accomplish  more  in  professions  and  pur- 
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suits  which  are  purely  mental.  While  we  believe  that  a 
certain  number  can  follow  purely  mental  professions,  yet 
they  are  few  in  comparison  with  those  who  will  have  to  de- 
pend upon  handicrafts  and  business  pursuits  for  their  liv- 
ing. We  should  study  as  far  as  possible  the  capabilities  and 
the  environments  of  each  pupil  and  provide  him  with  such 
industrial,  literary  or  musical  education  as  shall  fit  his  in- 
dividual requirements.  In  trades  teaching  our  school  has 
not  yet  reached  the  point  aimed  at,  but  we  are  doing  the 
best  we  possibly  can  with  the  means  at  our  disposal. 

Massage  has  been  found  to  be  an  excellent  profession 
for  the  blind,  and  I believe  that  a limited  number  would 
find  remunerative  employment  as  masseurs  in  our  city  in 
hospitals  or  private  massage  establishments.  Under  pres- 
ent conditions  it  is  hardly  practicable  to  teach  massage  at 
the  Institution,  but  this  profession  could  be  acquired  in  a 
few  months  after  leaving  school. 

There  is  no  reason  why  a blind  person  should  not  make 
a successful  sales  agent  for  wholesale  houses  where  a large 
variety  of  samples  is  not  required  to  be  carried  or  exhibit- 
ed. Our  new  course  of  study  provides  for  a short  business 
course.  Experience  has  shown  us  that  many  of  the  failures 
to  succeed  among  the  blind  have  been  due  to  lack  of  knowl- 
edge of  the  ordinary  methods  of  business.  Chair  caning 
and  mattress  making  are  taught  successfully  at  other  schools, 
but  we  do  not  find  a demand  for  these  trades  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  state. 

In  the  Industrial  Department  this  year  much  has  been 
done  to  systematize  the  work  and  to  provide  increased  facil- 
ities for  successfully  carrying  it  on.  Much  time  is  often 
necessarily  wasted  in  teaching  the  beginner  how  to  use  his 
hands  after  entering  the  shops.  With  the  introduction  of 
Sloyd  into  the  course,  this  difficulty  is  being  overcome  and 
the  boys  are  receiving  the  necessary  training  before  entering 
the  shops.  Much  enthusiasm  has  been  manifested  in  the 
Sloyd  classes  and  we  believe  from  the  training  thus  received 
we  will  be  able  to  graduate  better  workmen. 

In  the  broom  shop  our  equipment  has  been  doubled  and 
a much  larger  number  of  boys  has  had  the  advantage  of 
instruction  in  this  branch  than  heretofore.  The  quality  of 
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the  brooms  made  in  our  shop  compares  very  favorably  with 
the  best  in  the  market.  We  have  had  a demand  for  these 
brooms  far  beyond  the  capacity  of  our  plant.  We  believe 
it  is  best,  however,  not  to  attempt  to  keep  our  shop  run- 
ning to  its  full  capacity  to  fill  outside  orders  as  enough  time 
cannot  be  devoted  to  the  finer  points  of  instruction. 

In  the  Piano  Tuning  Department  good  progress  has 
been  made.  Six  practice  rooms  in  the  basement  have  been 
fitted  up  in  addition  to  the  tuning  room  in  the  Industrial 
Building.  The  equipment  in  this  department  is  not  what 
it  should  be.  We  require  more  upright  pianos  for  practice 
work.  The  old  square  ones  we  have  are  useful  for  instruc- 
tion in  certain  branches  of  this  work,  but  when  the  pupil 
begins  his  practical  work  as  a piano  tuner,  he  will  find  more 
upright  pianos  in  use  than  any  other  kind.  He  should, 
therefore,  have  a thorough  knowledge  of  the  construction 
of  upright  pianos  as  well  as  practice  in  tuning  them. 

In  the  sewing  room  a great  deal  has  been  accomplished 
and  the  arrangements  made  for  class  instruction  and  grade 
work  have  been  highly  satisfactory.  Instruction  in  reed  and 
raffia  has  been  added  to  the  other  branches  already  taught. 
While  we  do  not  believe  that  many  of  our  girls  will  ever 
make  a competent  living  from  sewing,  bead  work,  crochet- 
ing, etc.,  yet  the  majority  will  be  able  to  earn  a little,  be- 
sides being  able  to  do  something  useful  in  taking  care  of 
and  making  their  own  clothing. 

So  many  of  our  young  people  in  their  anxiety  to  earn 
some  money  leave  school  before  becoming  master  of  their 
trade.  As  a consequence  a large  percentage  of  them  make 
a failure  and  injure  not  only  themselves,  but  also  the  blind 
as  a class.  People  may  buy  poorly  made  brooms  for  a few 
times  or  have  their  pianos  ruined  once  or  twice  by  incom- 
petent tuners,  but  after  that  every  blind  person,  no  matter 
how  competent  he  may  be,  who  tries  to  build  up  a trade  in 
broom  making  or  piano  tuning  in  that  district  is  looked 
upon  with  suspicion  and  no  encouragement  is  given  him  in 
his  work.  It  is  our  duty  to  protect  our  graduates  as  well 
as  the  general  public  and  we  should  give  this  matter  our 
serious  thought. 
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HOUSEHOLD  DEPARTMENT. 

The  importance  of  the  Household  Department  is  often 
overlooked,  but  on  it  depends  to  a large  extent  the  comfort, 
happiness  and  success  of  the  school.  We  receive  into  our 
Institution  children  from  a great  variety  of  homes.  Many 
of  them  have  very  little  ability  to  help  themselves,  either 
from  neglect  or,  in  a number  of  cases,  from  overcare  of 
their  parents.  Many  of  them  are  also  pampered  by  indul- 
gent parents  and  how  to  care  for  and  train  these  children  is 
a task  of  no  ordinary  difficulty. 

This  department,  under  the  guidance  of  our  estimable 
matron,  Miss  Fisher,  has  been  re-organized  and  our  children 
now  enjoy  many  of  the  comforts  of  a private  home.  Com- 
fortably furnished  sitting  rooms  and  play  rooms  for  both 
boys  and  girls  have  been  provided  this  year,  and  from  the 
comfort  and  pleasure  the  pupils  seem  to  derive  from  them, 
I believe  the  money  spent  has  been  well  invested.  The  di- 
etary of  the  pupils  has  received  careful  attention  and  an 
abundance  of  well-cooked,  wholesome  food  is  daily  provid- 
ed. The  bills  of  fare  are  submitted  to  our  physician  for  his 
approval  each  month. 

The  supervision  of  the  pupils  out  of  school  has  received 
special  attention  this  year.  Formerly  the  governesses  were 
required  to  do  all  the  supervision  as  well  as  the  repairing 
of  the  pupils’  clothing.  We  now  have  a male  supervisor 
for  the  older  boys,  and  we  find  that  their  habits  and  man- 
ners have  improved  considerably.  In  order  that  the  gov- 
ernesses may  have  more  time  for  caring  for  the  little  ones 
out  of  school,  teaching  them  how  to  play  and  enjoy  them- 
selves, an  assistant  governess  was  appointed  who  attends  to 
most  of  the  mending  and  thus  leaves  the  governesses  free  to 
care  for  the  children. 

The  home  and  social  life  of  the  pupils  require  a great 
deal  of  careful  attention.  Entertainments  and  socials  have 
been  provided  for  them  at  various  times  during  the  year, 
and  efforts  have  been  made  to  teach  them  the  usages  of 
polite  society. 


The  Girls’  Work  Room 


' 
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REPAIRS  AND  IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  truest  economy  in  an  institution  is  that  which 
keeps  every  part  of  the  property  in  thorough  repair  and 
which  employs  the  use  of  time-saving  and  labor-saving 
equipment  where  possible.  Since  last  report,  extensive  and 
necessary  repairs  and  improvements  have  been  made  under 
your  direction,  which  add  greatly  to  the  value  and  useful- 
ness of  our  plant.  We  have  not  space  to  mention  in  de- 
tail all  of  the  improvements  in  this  report,  but  will  merely 
refer  to  some  of  the  most  important. 

The  changing  of  our  lighting  system  from  gas  to  elec- 
tricity has  added  a great  deal  to  the  cheerfulness  and  health 
of  the  Institution  and  has  lessened  the  risk  of  fire.  The 
watchman’s  electric  clock  which  has  been  installed  and  the 
fire  extinguishers  which  have  been  placed  in  the  hallways 
and  principal  portions  of  the  main,  hospital  and  laundry 
buildings,  give  us  increased  fire  protection. 

For  the  past  few  years  a great  deal  of  trouble  and  in- 
convenience have  been  experienced  each  winter  from  the  roof 
leaking.  The  freezing  and  thawing  of  accumulated  snow 
in  the  valleys  and  other  portions  of  the  roof  forced  the  water 
under  the  slates  and  down  into  the  rooms  below.  This  diffi- 
culty has  been  overcome  by  extending  the  tin  flashing  un- 
der the  slates  for  a distance  and  also  over  the  stone  coping 
around  the  building.  In  addition  to  this,  all  the  tin  work  in 
the  gutters  and  valleys  was  repaired  and  all  given  two  heavy 
coats  of  paint.  The  results  have  been  entirely  satisfactory 
and  have  enabled  us  to  make  some  important  improvements 
in  the  third  story  of  the  building.  After  repairing  the  plas- 
ter in  a number  of  the  rooms,  all  were  given  three  coats  of 
paint,  and  the  floors  were  treated  and  varnished,  thus  mak- 
ing our  dormitories  bright  and  cheerful  and  easy  to  keep 
clean.  The  toilet  and  bath  rooms  throughout  the  building 
have  been  painted,  defective  plumbing  repaired  and  addi- 
tional plumbing  put  in. 

Putting  the  different  buildings  and  departments  into 
direct  communication  with  the  office  by  the  installation  of 
an  intercommunicating  system  of  telephones  has  facilitated 
greatly  the  executive  work  of  the  school. 
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An  examination  of  our  heating  plant  last  fall  revealed 
the  fact  that  it  was  in  a very  poor  condition  and  demanded 
immediate  attention.  New  tubes  were  put  in  both  boilers 
and  the  defective  burners  under  the  boilers  replaced  by  a 
new  set  of  Gwynn  Burners.  New  blow-off  and  gauge  pipes 
were  also  put  in.  A great  deal  of  the  heat  was  wasted,  as 
the  tops  of  the  boilers  and  branch  steam  lines  had  never 
been  covered.  These  we  had  covered  and  all  the  piping  in 
the  main  building  and  tunnel,  which  had  been  previously 
covered,  were  repaired  and  recovered  with  rosin  sheathing 
and  8-oz.  canvas  duck  neatly  sewed  on.  The  old  receiver 
in  the  pump  room  was  too  small  to  take  care  of  ttie  con- 
densation from  the  main  building.  This  was  replaced  by 
a larger  one  and  another  receiver  was  installed  to  take  care 
of  the  returns  from  the  Hospital  and  Industrial  Build- 
ing. All  the  radiators  in  the  building  were  equipped 
with  Jenkins  Air  Valves,  as  the  old  air  valves  prevented 
the  circulation  of  steam.  In  several  of  the  rooms,  when 
the  wind  is  blowing,  we  find  it  impossible  to  get  an  adequate 
amount  of  heat,  and  I would  suggest  that  in  those  rooms 
direct  radiation  be  placed. 

We  should  also  take  some  means  to  filter  the  air  which 
is  used  in  the  indirect  radiators  and  for  ventilation.  It 
is  very  difficult  to  keep  our  building  clean  under  present 
conditions. 

The  installation  of  modern  machinery  in  our  laundry 
has  enabled  us  to  do  better  work  and  at  the  same  time  we 
have  been  able  to  reduce  the  number  of  persons  employed 
in  the  laundry.  Our  new  dish-washing  machine  has  proved 
a great  labor  saver  and  facilitates  the  work  of  the  household 
department.  The  new  Frick  program  clock,  which  auto- 
matically rings  the  bells  in  the  class  rooms,  work  shops,  etc., 
for  the  different  periods  of  the  day,  has  been  of  much  as- 
sistance in  promoting  punctuality  and  system  in  every  de- 
partment of  the  Institution.  The  granolithic  curbs  and  gut- 
ters which  were  placed  on  both  sides  of  the  rear  driveway 
last  summer  have  added  greatly  to  the  appearance  and  con- 
dition of  the  driveway. 
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THE  ADULT  BLIND. 

While  perhaps  it  does  not  properly  come  within  the 
functions  of  this  school  to  educate  and  care  for  the  Adult 
Blind,  yet  we  have  this  class  in  our  midst  and  our  strong 
interest  in  them  leads  us  to  speak  of  some  way  by  which 
their  condition  may  be  ameliorated.  In  past  years  a num- 
ber of  the  adult  blind  have  been  admitted  to  our  school  for 
the  purpose  of  instruction  in  trades,  whereby  they  may  be- 
come self-supporting.  Some  good  has  been  accomplished  in 
this  way,  but  experience  shows  that  the  plan  has  many  draw- 
backs of  a serious  nature.  Mr.  O.  H.  Burritt,  Superintend- 
ent of  the  New  York  State  School  for  the  Blind  and  a 
member  of  the  Commission  appointed  by  the  New  York 
Legislature  to  examine  into  the  condition  and  needs  of  the 
Adult  Blind,  in  an  admirable  article  sums  up  the  objections 
to  the  admission  of  adults  into  the  schools  for  the  blind. 
His  objections  are : — “First,  adults  are  not  easily  and  cheer- 
fully amenable  to  the  discipline  which  is  necessary  in  the 
education  of  children  and  young  people ; and  it  is  entirely 
natural  and  therefore  reasonable  that  they  should  not  be. 
Second,  the  education  of  blind  children  and  the  manage- 
ment of  a shop  filled  with  adult  laborers  are  two  entirely 
different  problems,  either  one  of  which  is  sufficiently  diffi- 
cult of  solution  to  demand  all  the  best  thought  of  one  super- 
intendent. Third,  the  presence  near  a school  of  anything 
like  a shop  is  a constant  menace  to  the  best  work  in  our 
schools.  Boys  particularly  are  too  eager  to  drop  their  stu- 
dies and  enter  the  shop,  the  strongest  reason,  I doubt  not, 
being  the  ardent  desire  of  the  boy  to  be  able  to  earn  at  as 
early  a date  as  possible  his  own  living  and  thus  be  inde- 
pendent. Fourth,  for  moral  reasons  adults  and  children  of 
plastic  years  should  not  be  brought  into  so  close  daily  asso- 
ciation as  is  necessary  when  both  are  housed  under  one 
roof.  Fifth,  the  dietary  of  adults  and  that  of  growing  chil- 
dren and  youth  should  differ  materially,  and  in  most  in- 
stances at  least,  it  is  impracticable  to  maintain  separate 
kitchens  and  dining  rooms  in  the  same  institution.  For 
these  and  similar  reasons  it  is  not  practicable  to  develop 
these  two  distinct  kinds  of  institutions  in  the  same  place  and 
under  precisely  the  same  management.” 
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Our  experience  bears  out  fully  what  Mr.  Burritt  has 
said  and  we  believe  it  to  be  a direct  detriment  to  the  best 
work  of  our  Institution  to  have  the  adult  blind  associated 
with  our  pupils. 

In  a number  of  states  commissions  have  been  appoint- 
ed to  examine  into  the  condition  and  needs  of  the  Adult 
Blind,  and  various  recommendations  have  been  made  and 
valuable  experiments  have  been  tried.  The  most  import- 
ant of  these  has  been  the  establishment  of  trade  training 
schools  and  workshops  where  the  blind  can  be  taught  a 
trade  and  where  they  can  obtain  employment  at  a fair 
rate  of  wages  in  manufacturing  brooms,  baskets,  brushes 
and  similar  articles.  These  workshops  or  factories  also 
employ  seeing  people  to  do  the  work  where  sight  is  abso- 
lutely necessary.  There  would  be  such  a variety  of  occu- 
pations that  provision  could  be  made  for  the  employment 
of  every  blind  person.  While  such  workshops  are  not  alto- 
gether self-supporting,  yet  we  know  of  no  better  way 
whereby  the  ordinary  blind  person  could  be  given  remuner- 
ative employment  and  at  the  same  time  keep  his  independ- 
ence and  feel  that  he  is  doing  his  part  in  life  in  earning 
an  honest  living.  I sincerely  hope  that  the  good  people  of 
Pennsylvania  will  think  seriously  of  this  matter,  and  if  such 
work  could  be  taken  up  by  the  benevolent  people,  it  would 
be  only  a short  time  until  State  support  could  be  obtained. 

CONCLUSION. 

I cannot  close  this  report  without  acknowledging  my 
appreciation  of  the  work  of  the  teachers,  officers  and  pu- 
pils. This  year  has  been  a trying  one  in  many  respects  and 
in  the  changes  that  have  been  made,  I have  received  the 
harmonious  co-operation  of  my  fellow  workers.  Their  loy- 
alty to  the  management  and  their  fidelity  and  devotion  to 
their  work  are  to  be  heartily  commended. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  I am  greatly  indebted  for 
advice  and  assistance  so  freely  given.  The  visits  from  the 
individual  members  and  the  words  of  encouragement  and 
counsel  have  been  helpful.  Their  cordial  support  given  me 
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at  all  times  and  the  evident  interest  displayed  in  the  work 
have  been  sources  of  encouragement  and  inspiration  to  every 
one  connected  with  the  Institution. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Thos.  S.  McAloney, 
Superintendent. 


Physician’s  Report 

Mr.  Thos.  S.  McAloney,  Superintendent. 

Dear  Sir: — The  following  report  of  the  visiting  phy- 
sician is  respectfully  submitted : — During  the  last  year,  fre- 
quent inspections  of  the  plumbing  appliances  have  been 
made,  and  such  suggestions  as  were  thought  necessary  for 
improvement  were  reported  to  you  from  time  to  time,  cor- 
rections were  made,  and  such  appliances  are  now  in  good 
condition.  One  visit  was  made  by  the  city  department  of 
plumbing,  which  made  one  or  two  suggestions. 

There  were  three  cases  of  diphtheria  among  the  pupils. 
Upon  invitation,  the  city  physician  came  in,  but  could  offer 
no  aid,  as  all  was  being  done  by  way  of  isolation,  disinfec- 
tion and  care  possible.  The  fact  that  many  of  the  pupils 
go  to  their  homes  at  the  end  of  each  week  makes  it  always 
possible  to  bring  in  infection  from  without.  All  these 
cases,  as  well  as  many  minor  ailments,  could  be  traced  to 
the  outside.  There  were  three  cases  of  chicken  pox,  one 
of  mumps,  two  of  typhoid  fever,  and  many  of  tonsilitis. 
One  of  the  cases  of  typhoid  fever  died  in  Mercy  Hospital. 
One  case  of  appendicitis  occurred,  was  operated  upon  in 
Mercy  Hospital,  and  made  a good  recovery.  There  were 
discovered  twenty-four  pupils  who  had  never  been  vaccinat- 
ed. They  were  all  successfully  vaccinated  in  the  house  ex- 
cept one  boy,  who  preferred  his  own  physician.  Several  of 
the  pupils  have  been  treated  from  time  to  time  in  the  Dis- 
pensary of  the  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital,  to  which  institution 
our  thanks  are  due.  There  have  been  several  cases  of  skin 
diseases  and  a few  minor  accidents. 

We  have  established  “detention  rooms"  where  suspi- 
cious cases  are  placed,  until  the  disease  is  determined,  thus 
removing  infection  from  the  other  children  at  the  earliest 
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possible  moment.  The  improvement  made  by  painting,  in- 
dividual towel  racks,  etc.,  the  watchful  care  over  the  stu- 
dents, day  by  day,  by  the  governesses,  the  first-class  isolation 
facilities,  and  the  examination  of  pupils  on  admission  re- 
duce the  risk  of  disease  to  a minimum. 

J.  I.  Johnston,  M.D. 

May  6th,  1907. 


Report  of  Principal  of  Literary  Department 

Mr.  Thos.  S.  McAloney,  Superintendent. 

Dear  Sir  : — The  Literary  Department  has  enrolled  six- 
ty-six boys  and  thirty-nine  girls  of  the  one  hundred  and 
eight  pupils  admitted  to  the  school  the  present  year.  The 
classes  and  enrollment  in  each  are  as  follows : 


Kindergarten 

Physiology 

..  S 

Spelling 

. ..  85 

Penmanship 

..  40 

Braille  Reading 

..  85 

U.  S.  History 

..  36 

Braille  Writing 

..  85 

Physical  Geography..  .. 

• • IS 

Arithmetic 

. ..  66 

English  History 

• • 15 

Language  Lessons..  .. 

••  43 

Rhetoric 

• • 15 

General  Knowledge..  .. 

...  32 

Algebra 

..  8 

English  Grammar..  .. 

. . 2 1 

General  History 

..  8 

Political  Geography..  . 

■ ..  36 

American  Literature. . . 

..  15 

Composition 

..  47 

Typewriting 

A reorganization  of  the  classes  last  October  and  a 
change  throughout  the  school  from  the  Line  and  New 
York  Point  systems  of  reading  to  the  American  Braille  sys- 
tem have  made  the  year  a busy  one  for  teachers  and  pupils, 
yet  all  seem  to  feel  that  the  changes  have  not  been  detri- 
mental to  progress. 

The  Kindergarten  class,  organized  late  last  fall,  now 
numbers  six  boys  and  five  girls.  In  addition  to  calisthenics, 
card  sewing,  bead  work,  simple  language  lessons,  easy  num- 
ber work  and  rote  songs,  Braille  reading  and  writing  have 
been  introduced  with  pleasing  results.  Kindergarten  train- 
ing soon  impresses  a blind  child  with  the  fact  that  there 
are  possibilities  within  the  grasp  of  his  own  hands  that 
hitherto  were  nearly  as  useless  as  his  sightless  eyes.  Such 
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an  awakening  is  the  first  step  towards  making  him  happy 
— happy  because  he  realizes  that  even  he  is  able  to  do  some- 
thing in  the  world  around  him. 

Our  school,  with  the  exception  of  the  kindergarten 
class,  and  a few  adults  in  the  handicraft  department,  is  di- 
vided into  four  classes  for  Physical  Culture,  and  each  day 
finds  the  pupil  eager  for  the  hour  of  assembling.  The  exer- 
cises are  exceedingly  attractive  to  all  and  therefore  helpful 
to  mind  and  body.  In  schools  of  this  kind  few  pupils,  not 
under  supervision,  can  be  relied  upon  to  take  proper  exer- 
cise every  day  until  their  interest  is  aroused  and  they  have 
learned  to  appreciate  its  great  value.  All  departments  of 
our  school  are  anxious  to  see  the  day  when  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind  shall  have  a well 
equipped  gymnasium. 

Twenty-seven  boys  from  the  second,  third  and  fourth 
year  grades  have  been  enrolled  in  the  Sloyd  classes  organ- 
ized last  December.  With  the  majority  everything  from 
the  name  and  the  use  of  the  most  simple  tool  to  the  finish- 
ed product  of  their  own  hands  have  required  much  expla- 
nation. Consequently,  the  first  year’s  work  has  been  very 
elementary  in  character,  and  all  with  a few  exceptions  have 
done  well.  Their  specimens  of  plant  supports,  key  labels, 
pencil  sharpeners,  glove  menders  and  kites  show  that  they 
are  being  trained  to  give  the  work  of  their  hands  an  artis- 
tic finish. 

The  typewriting  department  has  admitted  twenty  pupils 
this  year.  We  have  five  machines — three  Smith  Pre- 
miers and  two  Remingtons.  The  introduction  of  Penman- 
ship into  all  grades  above  the  third  made  it  impossible 
for  pupils  below  the  eighth  year  to  take  typewriting  this 
term.  The  work  has  been  the  writing  of  business  forms, 
the  copying  of  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the  lite- 
rary society  of  the  school,  the  cataloguing  of  the  pupils’  li- 
brary and  the  writing  of  various  classes  of  letters.  In  all, 
accuracy  has  been  the  result  sought.  An  attempt  to  make 
a fair  typewriter  out  of  a person  who  cannot  spell  ordinarily 
well  is  a failure.  Since  a number  of  pupils  wish  to  take 
typewriting  next  year,  would  it  not  be  advisable  to  admit 
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only  those  pupils  in  the  advanced  grammar  grades,  who 
can  show  a creditable  record  in  spelling  for  the  present 
year  ? 

The  second  and  third  year  classes  have  been  pursuing 
a systematic  study  of  “Common  Things  and  General  Knowl- 
edge,” and  a collection  of  specimens  for  individual  exami- 
nation seems  an  imperative  necessity.  If  every  officer, 
teacher,  and  pupil  returned  to  school  next  September  with 
a few  specimens  of  natural  objects,  the  collection  thus  gath- 
ered could  be  made  the  source  of  much  interesting  infor- 
mation to  those  who  cannot  see  the  various  forms  of  nature 
scattered  along  the  pathway  of  life. 

The  plan  inaugurated  this  year,  requiring  no  semi-an- 
nual written  examinations  from  students  who  attain  at  least 
80$  daily  in  every  subject,  has  proved  quite  satisfactory 
thus  far,  and  we  believe  that  a classification,  at  the  close 
of  the  present  term,  on  the  results  of  such  daily  records, 
will  give  better  graded  classes  for  next  year. 

Your  proposition  to  hold  a “Braille  Contest”  in  Febru- 
ary proved  a valuable  aid  in  the  study  of  the  American 
Braille  system  of  reading  and  writing.  The  contest  being 
open  to  all  grades  above  the  first  year,  much  interest  was 
aroused  as  to  the  classes  most  certain  of  winning  the  cash 
prizes,  offered  for  speed  and  accuracy,  on  some  selections 
announced  by  you  at  the  hour  set  for  the  struggle.  A tie 
vote  in  the  eighth-year  class  made  a division  of  the  first 
prize,  and  the  results  were  as  follows : 

First  Prize — $4.00,  George  J.  Reichenberger,  Eighth 
Year;  Henry  Harty,  Eighth  Year;  Second  Prize — $2.50, 
Frederick  J.  Block,  Sixth  Year;  Third  Prize — $2.00,  George 
H.  Burton,  Third  Year. 

The  pupils’  library  contains  560  volumes  and  65  pam- 
phlets in  New  York  Point,  Line  Letter,  and  a very  few  in 
American  Braille.  These  numbers  represent  standard 
works  in  history,  literature  and  fiction.  A supply  of  books 
in  American  Braille  print  is  needed  to  furnish  new  reading 
matter  in  the  recently  adopted  system  of  printing  for  the 
blind.  Our  ink  library  is  very  small,  yet  through  the  gen- 
erous provisions  of  Carnegie  Library  for  educational  pur- 
poses, our  teachers  are  enabled  to  give  their  classes  the 
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very  best  in  science,  literature  and  history.  For  daily  ref- 
erence, our  department  is  sorely  in  need  of  a late  standard 
dictionary,  a geographical  gazetteer  and  some  reliable  en- 
cyclopedia. 

Last  October  the  senior  pupils  organized  the  first  lite- 
rary society  in  the  history  of  the  school.  “The  Holmes- 
Schenley  Literary  Society  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  In- 
stitution for  the  Blind”  was  selected  as  the  name,  with  the 
wish  that  it  may  continue  as  a perpetual  memorial  to  the 
two  philanthropic  women  who  made  the  school  a possibility 
in  the  lifetime  of  the  organizers  of  the  association.  The 
members  have  manifested  a deep  interest  in  their  organiza- 
tion and  most  sincerely  appreciate  your  valuable  sugges- 
tions and  hearty  co-operation. 

With  the  hope  that  the  work  of  the  present  year  may 
prove  very  helpful  to  the  future  progress  of  the  school,  I 
submit  this  report. 

Very  respectfully, 

Ora  H.  J.  Harris,  Principal. 

Report  of  Director  of  Music 

Mr.  Titos.  S.  McAloney,  Superintendent. 

Dear  Sir  : — The  Music  Department  has  this  year  been 
entirely  reorganized.  Formerly  it  was  sub-divided  into 
Piano,  Violin,  Pipe  Organ  and  Vocal  Divisions.  To  these 
have  been  added  a Theory  and  a Braille  Music  Division. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  school  year  a test  was  made 
of  the  ability  of  all  pupils  in  the  department,  and  they  were 
arranged  in  different  grades.  From  two  subsequent  tests 
in  the  Piano,  Violin  and  Braille  Divisions  it  has  been  possi- 
ble to  judge  of  the  progress  of  the  pupils,  and  also  to  cor- 
rect any  errors  in  the  original  grading. 

This  department  may  now  be  said  to  have  some  stand- 
ing, for  the  work  is  being  done  in  a logical  and  systematic 
way.  It  is  now  possible  to  intelligently  judge  of  a pupil’s 
progress,  and  by  means  of  the  grades  established  to  pro- 
mote from  one  step  to  another,  until  the  pupil  shall  have 
attained  the  standard  necessary  for  graduation. 
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In  most  of  the  divisions  of  the  department,  the  work 
this  year  has  been  largely  experimental  in  as  far  as  the  es- 
tablishment of  a course  of  study  is  concerned.  Two  alter- 
natives were  open:  either  to  adopt  a course  already  estab- 
lished by  some  other  school,  and  use  it  as  far  as  possible, 
or  by  careful  observation  and  frequent  tests  to  find  the 
average  ability  of  our  own  pupils,  and  so  gradually  plan 
and  arrange  a course  of  study  which  would  be  legitimate, 
and  possible  for  the  average  pupil,  rather  than  adopt  one 
that  might  look  well  on  paper  and  yet  be  as  far  as  we  were 
concerned  merely  idealistic.  We  have  elected  to  arrange 
our  own  course,  and  as  it  is  at  present  experimental  this 
will  account  for  the  fact  that  no  course  of  study  in  the 
Music  Department  will  be  found  printed  in  this  year’s  re- 
port. Results  have  amply  justified  the  organization  which 
has  this  year  been  accomplished. 

The  Piano  Division  has  attained  a more  ambitious 
standard  than  ever  before,  principally  because  there  has 
been  no  attempt  at  display,  but  a purpose  of  thoroughness 
exhibited  in  all  the  work  done.  It  thus  happens  that  we 
have  the  pleasure  of  hearing  things  played  instead  of  at- 
tempted on  the  piano. 

The  Violin  Division  has  not  come  up  to  expectation, 
principally  no  doubt  on  account  of  the  many  special  difficul- 
ties in  the  way  of  teaching  blind  pupils  the  position  of  the 
instrument  and  of  the  bow.  The  pupils  show  marked  musi- 
cal ability  and  they  fail  principally  where  many  seeing  pu- 
pils fail. 

The  Braille  Music  Division  has  accomplished  splendid 
results,  and  many  pupils  have  reached  the  point  where  they 
can  read  and  write  Braille  music,  and  so  be  in  a great  meas- 
ure self-helping  in  the  matter  of  reading  and  writing  music 
when  they  leave  the  Institution. 

The  Pipe  Organ,  Vocal  and  Theory  Divisions  average 
slightly  higher  than  in  former  years  and  work  therein  pro- 
gresses along  legitimate  lines. 

There  has  been  much  enthusiasm  exhibited  through- 
out the  Department  by  both  pupils  and  teachers,  and  more 
than  average  interest  and  tenacity  of  purpose  have  been 
shown.  Many  pupils  have  been  accorded  the  privilege  of 
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hearing  the  best  our  city  affords  musically,  to  their  evi- 
dent advantage.  Pupils  from  this  department  have  added 
much  to  the  pleasure  given  by  the  lectures  arranged  by  the 
Plolmes-Schenley  Literary  Society,  and  also  in  the  regu- 
lar meetings  of  the  Society  they  have  borne  their  share 
towards  the  general  entertainment.  The  Pipe  Organ  pu- 
pils have  from  time  to  time  officiated  with  considerable 
credit  at  the  chapel  exercises.  The  Music  Department  was 
very  much  in  evidence  in  the  following  program  given  on 
Lincoln’s  Day,  February  12th,  1907. 


Program 

Part  First 


1 Anthem — Praise  My  Soul  the  King  of  Heaven Schnecker 

Full  Chorus 

2 Organ — Offertoire  in  E flat,  op.  36  No.  2 Batiste 

George  Reichenberger 

3 Recitation — President  McKinley’s  Tribute  to  Lincoln..  .. 

Wm.  McKinley  Chisholm 

4 Vocal— “The  Story  of  the  Flag” Brozvne 

Junior  Chorus 

5 Acrostic — A Lincoln  Day  Exercise 

Seven  Small  Boys 

6 Piano — Concert  Study W ollenhaupt 

Thomas  Boylan 

7 Dialogue — Crowning  Lincoln 

Four  Small  Girls 

8 Vocal — “My  Own  United  States” Edwards 

Full  Chorus 

Part  Second 

9 Organ — “Andantino  in  D flat” Lemare 

Jennie  Snyder 

10  Recitation — “Lincoln’s  Speech  at  Gettysburg” 

Samuel  George  Rowe 

11  Piano — “The  Butterfly” Merkel 

Robert  Davidson 

12  Dialogue — Character  Exercise 

Three  Small  Boys 

13  Vocal — “Excelsior”  (improved) Bolster 

Male  Chorus 

14  Recitation — “Justice  Tempered  with  Mercy” 

Margie  Stewart 

15  Piano — “The  Bubbling  Spring” Rive-King 

Mary  Hays 

16  Flag  Drill 

Ten  Small  Boys 

17  Vocal — “Potpourri  of  National  Songs” Various  Authors 

Full  Chorus 
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Apart  from  its  educational  features,  and  the  advan- 
tages which  are  expected  to  accrue  to  the  individual  pu- 
pils, the  Music  Department  is  doing  a good  work  in  the 
In  stitution  life,  as  it  affords  many  moments  of  genuine 
pleasure,  of  pleasant  recreation,  of  harmless  diversion,  and 
of  laudable  interest  and  ambition.  Without  this  depart- 
ment the  Institution  would  be  duller  and  more  monotonous, 
and  without  the  possibilities  and  opportunities  which  it  of- 
fers, and  the  influences  which  it  creates,  the  life  of  the  in- 
dividual pupil  who  leaves  our  school  would  be  less  bright, 
less  cheery  and  less  hopeful. 

Following  is  the  enrollment  of  the  different  depart- 
ments for  this  year  up  to  May  1st: 


Piano  Advanced 

Boys. 
. ..  6 

Girls. 

5 

Total. 

11 

Piano  Intermediate  . . . . 

, . . 7 

10 

17 

Piano  Classes 

. . . 27 

20 

47 

Piano  Special 

. . . 1 

0 

1 

Pipe  Organ 

3 

5 

Reed  Organ 

1 

1 

Vocal  Culture 

. . . 0 

1 

1 

Senior  Chorus  . . . . . . . 

. ..  24 

18 

42 

Junior  Chorus 

. . . 22 

18 

40 

Theory  and  Harmony. . . 

. . . 20 

1 7 

37 

Violin 

. ..  17 

2 

19 

Braille  Music 

. ..  19 

19 

38 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Gilden  R.  Broadberry, 

Director. 

Report  of  Physical  Director 

Mr.  Thos.  S.  McAloney,  Superintendent. 

Dear  Sir: — It  gives  me  pleasure  to  submit  the  report 
of  the  Department  of  Physical  Instruction. 

The  classes  in  this  department  were  organized  Novem- 
ber 7th,  1906.  The  enrollment  for  the  term  being  84,  di- 
vided as  follows : Primary  and  Intermediate  Girls,  Junior 

and  Senior  Girls,  Primary  and  Intermediate  Boys,  Junior 
and  Senior  Boys.  Recently  it  was  found  necessary  to  fonn 
another  class,  due  to  the  fact  that  some  of  these  pupils 
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needed  special  attention.  These  classes  are  divided  into 
periods  of  thirty  minutes  each,  the  exercises  commencing 
at  3:15  P.  M.,  and  ending  at  5:00  P.  M.  Frequently  these 
classes  are  taken  for  extra  work  from  5 to  5 130,  also  from 
6:30  to  7 P.  M.,  as  I feel  my  time  is  so  limited  that  my  aim 
in  this  particular  branch  will  not  be  accomplished  unless  the 
extra  work  is  given. 

There  being  no  Physical  Department  in  this  school 
previous  to  this  year,  I mapped  out  and  began  a system  of 
exercises  consisting  principally  of  corrective  free  work, 
preparatory  to  the  taking  up  of  light  gymnastics,  which  is 
all  we  can  hope  to  do  until  something  is  done  in  the  way 
of  building  and  equipping  a gymnasium. 

The  primary  and  intermediate  class  of  girls,  consist- 
ing of  16  and  ranging  in  age  from  6 to  15,  have  been  doing 
principally  free  gymnastic  exercises,  interspersed  with 
plenty  of  breathing  exercises.  The  movements  in  these  exer- 
cises are  performed  without  any  apparatus  and  on  the  word 
of  command. 

The  primary  and  intermediate  class  of  boys,  consist- 
ing of  36  and  ranging  in  age  from  6 to  15,  have  their  work 
somewhat  similar  except  more  vigorous  and  difficult  exer- 
cises are  given  at  times. 

The  junior  and  senior  classes,  both  boys  and  girls, 
numbering  16  and  15  respectively,  and  ranging  in  age  from 
15  to  20,  in  addition  to  the  free  gymnastic  exercises,  they 
are  doing  very  creditable  work  with  dumb  bells  and  wands. 
It  is  impossible  to  arrange  our  classes  in  any  definite  way  for 
these  exercises,  the  basement  (our  temporary  gymnasium) 
being  studded  with  posts,  necessitates  our  grouping  them  in 
a somewhat  promiscuous  manner. 

The  movements  in  all  of  these  classes  have  been  so  ar- 
ranged and  adapted  either  for  boys  or  girls,  so  that  all 
parts  of  the  body  may  be  equally  exercised.  The  pupils 
have  improved  in  physique  and  in  general  health,  while 
the  erect  carriage  and  the  development  of  the  whole  body 
bear  testimony  to  their  work. 

In  consequence  of  the  failure  of  this  school  to  provide 
for  the  physical  training  of  its  pupils  in  the  past,  I might 
say  that  90$  of  the  pupils,  especially  the  larger  ones,  have 
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come  up  through  the  different  grades  with  drooping  heads, 
flat  chests,  projecting  shoulder  blades  and  many  other  no- 
ticeable deformities. 

It  is  natural  for  children  to  participate  in  running, 
jumping,  climbing  and  to  swing  on  ropes,  ladders  and  poles  ; 
but  whatever  may  be  their  inclinations  or  aspirations,  they 
are  handicapped  by  not  having  the  wherewith  or  place  to 
give  off  this  surplus  energy,  which  means  the  shaping  and 
developing  of  the  whole  body,  if  properly  directed. 

To  meet  the  standard  of  efficiency  which  this  depart- 
ment demands,  I am  giving  short  talks  to  the  pupils  in  or- 
der that  they  might  have  some  knowledge  not  only  of  prac- 
tical work,  but  of  the  benefits  derived  from  systematic  bod- 
ily exercise.  In  addition  to  that  we  are  making  a study  of 
the  general  build  of  the  body,  containing  a description  of  the 
skeleton,  the  joints,  the  ligaments,  the  muscles,  etc.,  with 
their  bearing  on  the  subject  of  physical  culture. 

Between  the  ages  of  6 and  16  the  greatest  development 
of  the  child  takes  place  and  during  this  period  it  is  my 
object  to  train  and  guide  the  movements  of  the  child  in  a 
carefully  graduated  manner,  that  along  with  its  intellectual 
progress,  the  child’s  body  may  also  be  attaining  a certain 
degree  of  development. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  urge  that  you  do  all  in 
your  power  to  secure  a gymnasium  for  the  pupils  of  this 
school.  When  this  is  secured,  we  may  expect  to  hold  our 
own  with  the  leading  schools  of  the  country. 

Respectfully, 

Randolph  R.  Pratt. 

Girls’  Industrial  Department 

Mr.  T.  S.  McAloney,  Superintendent. 

Dear  Sir: — In  acordance  with  your  request,  I submit 
the  following  report  of  the  work  of  this  department  for  the 
year  closing  May  ist,  1907. 

This  is  the  first  year  in  the  history  of  this  Institution 
that  the  industrial  work  for  the  girls  has  been  entirely  sepa- 
rated from  the  literary  department,  thereby  permitting  me 
to  devote  all  my  time  and  attention  to  this  one  line  of  work. 
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This  is  also  the  first  opportunity  I have  had  for  giving  sys- 
tematic class  instruction  in  sewing,  crocheting,  knitting, 
bead  work  and  basketry. 

Having  classified  the  pupils  in  this  department,  making 
the  classes  smaller,  and  giving  more  time  to  the  work,  has 
enabled  me  to  study  the  individual,  ascertain  the  weak 
points,  and  steadily  proceed  from  the  known  to  unknown. 

I have  endeavored  to  give  to  the  girls,  in  sewing  espe- 
cially, the  same  instruction  that  a girl  would  receive  in  any 
one  of  the  industrial  schools  in  our  vicinity,  including  the 
free  use  of  the  sewing  machine  with  its  attachments. 

In  crocheting  the  same  systematic  method  is  employed, 
that  the  pupils  may  become  familiar  with  all  the  different 
stitches  and  terms  used  in  that  work,  and  upon  leaving 
school,  be  capable  of  working  out  designs  independently. 

Owing  to  the  readjustment  of  the  work,  there  has  been 
no  knitting  done  this  year;  but  in  the  future  it  will  occupy 
a definite  place  on  the  program. 

Allow  me  here  to  make  an  earnest  appeal  in  behalf  of 
those  who  wish  to  continue  Bead  Work.  It  is  not  without 
merit ; for  the  drawing  upon  the  wire  strengthens  the  hand, 
while  the  counting  of  so  many  beads  to  the  loop  aids  in  cul- 
tivating habits  of  accuracy.  If  it  be  dropped  at  even  the 
third  grade,  the  pupil  is  not  proficient  enough  to  make  a 
salable  article  without  the  aid  of  a teacher,  and  conse- 
quently puts  out  work  that  is  not  a credit  to  herself  nor 
to  the  school. 

Further,  suppose  a girl  has  no  musical  ability ; very  lit- 
tle literary;  cannot  compete  with  even  those  of  her  own 
class  in  sewing  and  crocheting;  but  can  do  Bead  Work; 
should  it  not  be  given  her  to  assist  in  making  her  self-sup- 
porting ? 

With  us  Basketry  has  just  been  started.  The  girls 
have  been  braiding  raffia,  and  a few  mats  are  completed. 
We  hope  to  do  more  in  the  future. 

The  whole  number  of  girls  who  come  to  the  work 
room  at  stated  periods  during  the  day  is  thirty-one.  The 
number  taking  sewing,  twenty-six ; crocheting,  twenty-three, 
bead  work,  eleven,  and  basketry,  fifteen. 
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In  conclusion,  I should  say  that  the  girls  this  year,  as 
in  the  past,  have  manifested  a marked  interest  in  handicraft 
and,  with  but  few  exceptions,  are  doing  excellent  work. 

The  following  is  a list  of  articles  made  in  this  depart- 
ment: 

SEWING. 


126  Wash  cloths 
102  Roller  towels 
51  Bath  towels 
55  Tea  towels 
28  Table  Cloths 
1 16  Sheets 
1 14  Pillow  Cases 
1 19  Napkins 
12  Bolster  Cases 
4 Fine  white  aprons 

2 Corset  covers' 

4 Pair  drawers 
1 Underskirt 

8 Pair  sleeve  protectors 
1 Night  gown 

3 Duster  bags 

3 Hair  receivers 
3 Hat-pin  holders 

1 Puff  bag 

3 Corset  bags 
3 Button  bags 

2 Bed  quilts 


SEWING. 

Models  in  seaming 

“ “ hemming 

“ “ plackets 

“ “ bands  and  gathers 

“ “ binding 

“ “ buttons 

“ “ hooks  and  eyes 

“ “ side  pleats 

“ “ box  pleats 

CROCHETING. 

Models  in  15  different  stitches 
1 Shawl  completed 

1 Cushion  top 

2 Handkerchief  cases 
1 Infant’s  golf  cape 

1 Lady’s  kimona 
1 Coach  afghan 
1 Scarf 
1 Fascinator. 

BEAD  WORK. 

50  Pieces. 


Anna  Jacobs,  Instructress. 


Broom  Making  Department 

Mr.  T.  S.  McAloney,  Superintendent. 

Dear  Sir  : — I hereby  submit  the  report  of  work  done  in 
the  Broom  Department  from  May  1st,  1906,  to  May  1st, 
1907. 

By  the  purchase  of  additional  machinery,  two  broom 
winders,  one  sewing  press,  and  one  scraper,  we  have  been 
enabled  to  increase  our  output  in  the  last  year.  We  have 
made  in  that  time  543  dozen  No.  4 brooms,  and  159  dozen 
track  brooms,  a greater  number  than  we  ever  made  before 


The  Broom  Shop 
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in  the  same  time.  We  have  had  in  this  department  34  pu- 
pils during  the  session. 

It  would  be  well  to  insist  upon  pupils  who  enter  this 
department  that  they  must  complete  their  course.  Unless 
this  is  done,  incompetent  workmen  will  be  turned  out. 

Respectfully, 

J.  M.  Richard, 

Instructor. 

Piano  Tuning  Department 

Mr.  Thos.  S.  McAloney,  Superintendent. 

Dear  Sir: — Following  is  a brief  report  of  conditions 
in  the  Tuning  Department  of  which  I assumed  charge  Feb- 
ruary 1st,  1907.  There  are  ten  young  men  receiving  in- 
struction in  the  department,  five  each  in  the  Beginners’  and 
Advanced  classes.  The  course  of  study,  with  slight  modi- 
fications to  meet  the  needs  of  the  blind,  is  a practical  adap- 
tation of  the  system  so  successfully  taught  at  the  New  Eng- 
land Conservatory  of  Music  and  includes  tuning  by  the 
thirds  method,  repairing,  regulating  and  voicing. 

We  expect  that,  in  the  future,  graduates  of  this  de- 
partment will  be  able  to  do  not  only  fine  tuning,  but  good 
work  in  all  branches  of  the  tuning  trade. 

Our  equipment  consists  of  a chest  of  tools,  supplies, 
etc.,  and  of  six  squares,  three  upright  and  one  grand  piano; 
all  of  which  are  ancient  and  well  worn.  The  squares  are 
not  of  much  use  for  practicing  tuning  on  account  of  the 
awkward  back-breaking  position  necessary  for  a blind  per- 
son to  assume  in  order  to  feel  the  tuning  pins  in  this  style 
of  instrument.  They  also  contain  many  grave  defects,  such 
as  cracked  plates  and  sunken  sounding  boards  which  pre- 
vent their  standing  in  tune  for  three  or  four  days,  until  the 
work  can  be  examined. 

I recommend  the  purchase  of  three  modern  upright 
pianos  of  good  quality,  put  up  in  cheap  cases  without  fronts. 
They  could  be  obtained  for  $150  each  or  less,  and  would 
place  us  on  a par  with  other  schools  where  tuning  is  taught. 

Respectfully, 

Vaun  L.  Hamlin, 
Instructor. 
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During  the  past  year  we  have  received  many  favors 
and  gifts  from  our  friends,  and  in  behalf  of  this  Institution 
we  desire  to  extend  our  heartfelt  thanks  to  the  friends  who 
have  given  us  these  evident  tokens  of  their  good  will  and 
interest  in  our  work. 

To  the  following  we  desire  especially  to  express  our 
thanks  and  appreciation : 


To  Mrs.  J.  H.  Lockhart  for  a donation  of  $25.00  for  our  Hal- 
lowe’en entertainment.  This  donation  came  to  us  through  the  cour- 
tesy of  Mr.  Otis  H.  Childs. 

To  the  S.  Hamilton  Company  for  the  gift  of  four  pianos  and 
four  organs  for  our  Tuning  Department. 

To  the  ladies  of  the  Sharpsburg  Baptist  Union  for  a donation 
of  jellies  for  our  pupils. 

To  Mrs.  Ammon  and  the  members  of  the  D.  A.  R.  for  thirty- 
five  tickets  to  Will  Carleton’s  lecture. 

To  Benjamin  Thaw,  Esq.,  for  courtesies  to  the  Superintendent 
and  for  tickets  for  the  admission  of  our  pupils  to  the  annual  con- 
cert of  W.  U.  P.  Banjo  and  Mandolin  Club. 

To  donations  for  the  admission  of  our  pupils  to  the  Saturday 
Afternoon  Concerts  of  the  Pittsburgh  Orchestra  at  the  Carnegie 
Music  Hall  from  the  following: 


Mrs.  Geo.  Dilworth,  annual  remittance $25.00 

Mrs.  W.  R.  Thompson,  through  courtesy  of  Mgr.  Wilson.  8.00 

Mr.  W.  M.  Gillespie 15.00 

Manager  Wilson,  of  Pittsburgh  Orchestra 15.00 

Hon.  H.  K.  Porter 20.00 

Mr.  Edw.  A.  Woods 5.00 

Dr.  W.  S.  Huselton 5.00 

Mr.  J.  L.  Lewis 25.00 

Miss  Hegeman 5.00 

Miss  Elizabeth  Holmes  for  contribution  of  two  tickets. 

To  the  five  members  of  our  Executive  Committee  for  a con- 
tribution of  $10  each  towards  a Christmas  remembrance  for  the  em- 
ployees of  the  Institution  and  for  our  Christmas  Tree  Fund. 

To  Hon.  H.  K.  Porter  for  Christmas  Tree  Fund  ..$10.00 
To  Col.  Schoonmaker  for  Christmas  Tree  Fund  ..  ..  10.00 

To  Geo.  J.  Marks  for  Christmas  Tree  Fund 1.00 

To  Mrs.  Wm.  Drake  for  Christmas  Tree  Fund  . . . . 1.00 
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To  the  proprietors  of  the  Youth’s  Companion  for  one  year’s 
subscription  to  that  paper. 

To  Mrs.  John  F.  Budke,  of  Canonsburg,  Pa.,  mother  of  one 
of  our  girls,  for  the  gift  of  a box  of  magazines. 

To  Mr.  William  Wade,  of  Oakmont,  for  the  gift  of  a Braille 
Writer  and  for  other  courtesies. 

To  Springer  & Patterson  for  an  electric  desk  lamp  for  the  Su- 
perintendent’s office. 

To  Demmler  Brothers  for  a Christmas  tree  holder. 

To  Mr.  James  W.  Houston  for  a donation  of  $20  to  be  used 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Institution  as  the  judgment  of  the  Superin- 
tendent might  dictate. 

To  Supt.  E.  E.  Allen,  of  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the 
Blind,  for  the  gift  of  school  supplies  and  for  many  other  cour- 
tesies. 

To  Mr.  Wm.  Drake,  father  of  one  of  our  girls,  for  three  barrels 
of  fine  apples. 

To  Messrs.  J.  B.  Stevenson,  Arthur  Sroyd,  S.  H.  Lloyd,  E. 
West,  and  Frank  Rudy  for  a Violin  Recital  given  in  our  chapel. 

To  Oliver  McClintock  Company  for  their  annual  donation  of 

$10. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  M.  Kephart,  of  Connellsville,  for  an  abun- 
dant supply  of  fruit  as  a treat  for  the  children.  This  treat  was  do- 
nated by  request  of  their  son  Earl,  shortly  before  he  died. 

To  Miss  Nannie  Barbee,  of  Danville,  Kentucky,  for  a delight- 
ful program  of  dialect  stories  and  recitations. 

To  Dr.  John  Brashear,  Rabbi  J.  Levy,  Gen.  H.  P.  Bope  and 
Dr.  Geo.  C.  Johnston  for  lectures  delivered  by  them  to  the  Holmes- 
Schenley  Literary  Society. 

To  Mr.  L.  J.  Keidel  for  a beautiful  doll  and  other  things  for 
our  Christmas  tree. 

To  the  Schenley  Farms  Co.  for  beautifying  our  ground  by 
planting  shrubbery  and  for  other  courtesies. 

To  Mr.  A.  W.  & C.  Smith,  Messrs.  Breitenstein  & Flemm  and 
the  Oakland  Industrial  Home  for  Boys  for  a supply  of  potted  plants 
for  our  class  rooms. 

To  Dr.  Day  and  the  occulists  at  the  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital  for 
free  treatment  of  our  pupils. 

To  Mr.  Jas.  Patch  for  the  use  of  his  graphophone  during  the 
session. 

To  Mr.  John  J.  Flanigan,  father  of  one  of  our  pupils,  for  the 
use  of  his  phonograph. 

To  Mr.  H.  K.  Porter  for  tickets  for  the  University  Extension 
Course. 

To  Mrs.  J.  G.  Simpson,  Mrs.  C.  M.  Clarke  and  Mrs.  R.  W.  Hay, 
of  the  International  Sunshine  Society,  for  an  excellent  entertainment 
given  to  our  pupils. 
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To  Mrs.  Matilda  Ziegler  for  copies  of  the  Matilda  Ziegler  Maga- 
zine for  the  Blind  embossed  in  Braille  and  New  York  Point. 

To  the  Misses  Slattery,  Miss  Jennie  Schrader  and  Miss  Tenant 
for  assisting  in  the  entertainment  of  our  pupils  at  various  times. 

We  are  deeply  grateful  to  the  several  daily  newspapers  of  the 
city  for  the  valuable  service  they  have  rendered  us  in  our  work. 
They  have  cheerfully  and  readily  published  notices  of  lectures  and 
other  entertainments  at  this  institution,  free  of  charge,  and  have 
given  valuable  space  for  articles  regarding  the  character  and  pur- 
poses of  our  school. 

To  the  editors  and  publishers  of  the  following  periodicals  and 
daily  papers,  which  have  been  gratuitously  sent  to  the  Institution: 
The  Pittsburgh  Dispatch,  The  Pittsburgh  Leader,  The  United  Pres- 
byterian, Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  School  and  Home  Education,  Blooming- 
ton, 111.  We  are  also  indebted  to  the  schools  for  the  Deaf  and 
Blind  throughout  the  United  States  for  copies  of  their  school  pa- 
pers. 

And  to  all  others  who  have  rendered  assistance  in  any  way  and 
have  given  encouragement  and  evidence  of  good  will  and  interest 
in  the  Institution. 

All  of  which  are  made  in  compliance  with  instructions 
given  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation. 

Thos.  S.  McAloney, 
Superintendent. 
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Catalogue  of  Pupils 

Session  1906-1907 


No.  Name. 

1 George  Heck, 

2 Albert  Standley  Miller, 

3 Chas.  O.  McLaughlin, 

4 William  F.  McNally, 

5 Orlando  Young, 

6 Earnest  George  Scott, 

7 Merril  Doyle, 

8 Charles  Homer  Gibson, 

9 Harold  Guy  Nickeson, 

10  Samuel  G.  Rowe, 

11  George  J.  Reichenberger, 

12  Cyrus  Barnes, 

13  Willie  Hackey, 

14  Oscar  Gibson, 

15  Robert  C.  Davidson, 

16  Albert  O.  Buechler, 

17  Claude  Stover, 

18  Christopher  Smoke, 

19  Walter  E.  Downing, 

20  Walter  R.  Ohliger, 

21  Henry  P.  King, 

22  George  Newman, 

23  Clayton  John  Owens, 

24  Charles  Jacks, 

25  Henry  Harty, 

26  Wm.  McKinley  Chisholm, 

27  Edwin  Paul  Miser, 

28  Thomas  A.  Patsky, 

29  Wesley  C.  Stevens, 

30  John  Harney, 

31  Earl  T.  McCoy, 

32  George  H.  Stimson, 

33  William  Heise, 

34  Bryan  Stewart, 

35  Geo.  H.  Gray, 

36  Frederick  Block, 

37  George  E.  Marks, 


When  Admitted. 
Sept.  15,  1892, 
Oct.  26,  1893, 

Apr.  30,  1894, 
May  1,  1894, 

Feb.  1,  1895, 

June  3,  1895, 

Sept.  2,  1896, 
Sept.  12,  1895, 
May  18,  1896, 

Feb.  4,  1897, 

May  27,  1897, 
Sept.  8,  1897, 
Sept.  9,  1897, 
Sept.  IS,  1897, 
Nov.  1,  1897, 
April  20,  1898, 
Sept.  7,  1899, 

Sept.  11,  1899, 
Nov.  14,  1899, 
Sept.  10,  1900, 
May  1,  1901, 

May  2,  1901, 

May  11,  1901, 
Sept.  11,  1901, 
Sept.  12,  1901, 
Nov.  21,  1901, 
May  7,  1902, 

Sept.  11,  1903, 
Sept.  15,  1903, 
Nov.  25,  1903, 
Sept.  8,  1903, 
March  31,  1904, 
Sept.  7,  1904. 

Oct.  14,  1904, 
Nov.  10,  1904, 
Sept.  7,  1904, 

Nov.  15,  1904, 


Residence. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Glade,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Wheatland,  Pa. 
Harrisville,  Pa. 
Washington,  Pa, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
McKeesport,  Pa. 
Leetsdale,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Harrisville,  Pa. 
Federal,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Grove  City,  Pa. 
Moshannon,  Pa. 
Oil  City,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Allegheny,  Pa. 
Allegheny,  Pa. 
West  Green,  Pa, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Carnegie,  Pa. 
Bellevue,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Altoona,  Pa. 
Sharpsburg,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Allegheny,  Pa. 
Lewis  Run,  Pa. 
Greensburg,  Pa. 
Rimersburg,  Pa. 
Guys’  Mills,  Pa. 
Johnstown,  Pa. 
Titusville,  Pa. 
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38 

George  H.  Burton, 

Nov.  21,  1904, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

39 

Howard  D.  Sweely, 

Jan.  29,  1905, 

Greensburg,  Pa. 

40 

Guy  C.  Craig, 

April  29,  1905, 

Wilkinsburg,  Pa. 

41 

Fred  Schacherer, 

Sept.  25,  1905, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

42 

Harry  Dess, 

Sept.  11,  1901, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

43 

John  A.  Brant, 

Oct.  14,  1905, 

Wilmerding,  Pa. 

44 

Nathaniel  Evans, 

Oct.  22,  1905, 

Braddock,  Pa. 

45 

Amasa  Carr, 

Nov.  18,  1903, 

Coneville,  Pa. 

46 

Daniel  James, 

Oct.  25,  1905, 

Donora,  Pa. 

47 

Earl  Gamble, 

Dec.  5,  1905, 

Bolivar,  Pa. 

48 

Donald  Ames, 

Jan.  31,  1906, 

Coal  Center,  Pa. 

49 

Morris  Bundy, 

Feb.  14,  1906, 

Penfield,  Pa. 

5° 

Jos.  Veazie, 

Sept.  12,  1906, 

Washington,  Pa. 

5i 

Harry  Hedrick, 

Sept.  12,  1906, 

Wilkinsburg,  Pa. 

52 

Harry  Auen, 

Sept.  12,  1906, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

53 

Jos.  Swoboda, 

Sept.  13,  1906, 

Shousetown,  Pa. 

54 

Thos.  Boylan, 

Oct.  21,  1906, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

55 

Wm.  Henry  Mclnerney, 

Oct.  22,  1906, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

56 

Walter  Ledum, 

Oct.  23,  1906, 

Ryde,  Pa. 

57 

Gusty  Kaufman, 

Oct.  23,  1906, 

Ryde,  Pa. 

58 

Raymond  Kaufman 

Oct.  23,  1906, 

Ryde,  Pa. 

59 

Walter  Kaufman, 

Oct.  23,  1906, 

Ryde,  Pa. 

6o 

Raymond  W.  Allgier, 

Oct,  26,  1906, 

Glen  Hazel,  Pa. 

6i 

Raymond  Bacon, 

Oct.  29,  1906, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

62 

Thos.  Edw.  Flanigan 

Nov.  27,  1906, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

63 

Hugh  McVey, 

Dec.  19,  1906, 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

64 

Frank  Pinney, 

Dec.  31,  1906, 

Meadville,  Pa. 

65 

Benjamin  Derricott, 

Jan.  16,  1907, 

Conemaugh,  Pa. 

66 

Milo  M.  Smith, 

Feb.  7,  1907, 

N.  Kensington,  Pa. 

67 

Earl  Upton, 

Feb.  14,  1907, 

McKeesport,  Pa. 

68 

Harry  McCorkle, 

Apr.  2,  1907, 
GIRLS. 

Elizabeth,  Pa. 

No. 

Name. 

When  Admitted. 

Residence. 

1 

Ethel  E.  Crooks, 

April  24,  1892, 

Kendall  Creek,  Pa. 

2 

Olive  Gibson, 

Oct.  20,  1893, 

Harrisville,  Pa. 

3 

Katie  Burke, 

Dec.  7,  1893, 

Altoona,  Pa. 

4 

Jennie  S.  Snyder, 

Sept.  5,  1894, 

Apollo,  Pa. 

5 

Lulu  Florence  Trainor, 

Oct.  18,  1894, 

Piolett,  Pa. 

6 

Martha  Bates, 

June  3,  1895, 

Sharpsburg,  Pa. 

7 

Edith  McC.  Smith, 

Nov.  4,  1895, 

Paulton,  Pa. 

8 

Hazel  Keefer, 

May  2,  1896, 

Beaver  Falls,  Pa. 

9 

Pearl  Keefer, 

May  2,  1896, 

Beaver  Falls,  Pa. 

10 

Mary  C.  Hayes, 

May  28,  1896, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

11 

May  Levy, 

Sept.  14,  1896, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

12 

Florence  McHenry, 

Sept.  21,  1897, 

Homestead,  Pa. 

13 

Elsie  May  Vath, 

Oct.  8,  1897, 

Sandy  Lake,  Pa. 

14 

IS 

16 

1 7 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 

39 

40 
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Kathleen  A.  Tragessor, 
Josephine  Brener, 
Shirley  Budke, 

Autumn  S.  Drake, 
Margie  L.  Stewart, 
Lucinda  E.  McKee, 
Rose  Cunningham, 
Marie  C.  Roth, 

Martha  Norris, 

Helen  L.  Walters, 
Mary  Hillary, 

Christina  Steel, 

Melda  Montgomery, 
Hilda  Betler, 

Sarah  Grieshaber, 
Laura  Neimeyer, 

Stella  E.  Plants, 
Minnie  Smith, 
Margaret  A.  Golphin, 
Margaret  McElroy, 
Mary  Hunter, 

Martha  Bowers, 
Margaret  Smith, 

Sarah  E.  Might, 

Ruth  E.  Harris, 

Ethel  M.  Dougherty, 
Hattie  Riblet, 


April  20,  1897, 
April  24,  1899, 
Sept.  11,  1900, 
Sept.  15,  1900, 
Jan.  22,  1901, 
Sept.  11,  1901, 
Oct.  7,  1901, 
Sept.  15,  1902, 
Sept.  28,  1903, 
March  11,  1903, 
Jan.  26,  1904, 
April  6,  1904, 
June  8,  1904, 
Sept.  7,  1904, 
Sept.  19,  1904, 
Oct.  11,  1904, 
Feb.  20,  1905, 
Sept.  14,  1905, 
Oct.  2,  1905, 
Oct.  11,  1905, 
Nov.  14,  1905, 
May  7,  1906, 
Sept.  13,  1906, 
Sept.  13,  1906, 
Sept.  24,  1906, 
Dec.  2,  1906, 
Jan.  6,  1907, 


McKeesport,  Pa. 
Allegheny,  Pa. 
Canonsburg,  Pa. 
Little  Cooley,  Pa. 
Rimersburg,  Pa. 
Sharpsburg,  Pa. 
Alverton,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Allegheny,  Pa. 
Oil  City,  Pa. 

East  Brady,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Valencia,  Pa. 
Allegheny,  Pa. 
Washington,  Pa. 
Butler,  Pa. 
Allegheny,  Pa. 
East  Brady,  Pa. 
Rochester,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Allegheny,  Pa. 
Washington,  Pa. 
Bradford,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
McKeesport,  Pa. 
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General  Information 


The  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind  is 
a school  of  learning,  established  for  the  special  benefit  of  the 
blind  youth  in  the  western  part  of  the  State.  It  is  in  no 
sense  a home  or  a retreat,  as  many  suppose,  for  aged  or  in- 
firm blind  people;  nor  is  it  a hospital  for  the  treatment  of 
diseases  of  the  eye,  but  it  is  strictly  educational  in  all  its 
interests.  It  is  the  aim  and  purpose  of  this  Institution  to 
give  the  blind  youth  of  this  section  of  the  State  a liberal 
education,  and,  in  addition,  give  them  such  training  in  the 
art  of  music  and  instruction  in  industrial  pursuits  as  will 
aid  them  to  become  independent  and  useful  members  of 
society. 

The  Institution  is  located  in  one  of  the  most  desirable 
parts  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh.  Indeed,  it  would  be  difficult 
to  select,  in  or  about  this  city,  a more  beautiful,  healthful 
or  convenient  site  for  this  school  than  the  grounds  on  which 
it  is  situated.  The  buildings  are  light,  airy,  commodious 
and  cheerful,  and  supplied  with  modern  conveniences.  They 
overlook  the  noted  Schenley  Park,  and  are  only  a few 
squares  distant  from  the  new  Pittsburgh  Carnegie  Library. 
The  location  of  the  Institution  affords  the  inmates  the  ad- 
vantages and  privileges  of  a city  life,  with  the  quiet  of  a 
country  home. 

The  Institution  fronts  on  Bayard  street,  while  Belle- 
field  avenue  extends  the  full  length  of  the  grounds  on  the 
east.  It  can  be  reached  from  almost  any  part  of  the  city  by 
electric  cars.  Three  different  lines  of  cars — the  Fifth  ave- 
nue line,  the  Forbes  street,  Bloomfield  and  Negley  avenue 
lines,  and  the  Centre  avenue  and  East  Liberty  line — each  in 
a different  direction  from  the  Institution,  passes  within  two 
squares  of  it. 

The  Institution  is  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the 
State,  and  pupils  who  are  unable  to  pay  for  their  tuition,  or 
contribute  anything  towards  their  support,  are  given  the  full 
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benefits  and  privileges  of  the  school  free  of  charge.  All  are 
accorded  the  same  advantages  and  opportunities. 

Pupils  are  admited  at  any  time  during  the  term,  and 
placed  in  classes  and  at  the  work  best  suited  to  their  condi- 
tion and  degree  of  mental  development. 

Parents  and  guardians  are  required  to  supply  their  chil- 
dren with  good,  comfortable  clothing  of  sufficient  quantity 
to  admit  of  the  necessary  changes  for  washing  and  mending, 
and  to  defray  their  traveling  and  other  incidental  expenses. 
All  articles  of  clothing  should  be  carefully  marked  with  in- 
delible ink  before  they  are  sent  to  the  Institution. 

A contingent  fee  of  $5  should  be  deposited  in  every 
case  to  purchase  such  articles  as  clothing,  shoes,  etc.,  likely 
to  be  needed  during  the  session.  A strict  account  will  be 
kept  of  all  expenditures  and  an  itemized  statement  made  at 
close  of  the  school  year.  Clothing  and  shoes  may  be  sent 
from  home  or  purchased  by  us  here,  but  nothing  will  be 
furnished  without  the  cash  beforehand,  except  in  the  case 
of  county  pupils. 

Letters  are  written  once  a month,  or  oftener,  if  neces- 
sary, for  those  who  cannot  write  for  themselves;  and,  in 
case  of  serious  sickness  of  a pupil,  the  parents  or  guardian 
will  be  informed  of  the  fact  immediately  by  letter  or  tele- 
gram. It  is  the  desire  of  the  management  that  the  parents 
and  friends  of  the  pupils  shall  be  kept  well  informed  as  to 
their  condition  and  progress. 

Letters  and  packages  for  the  pupils  should  have  writ- 
ten on  them,  besides  the  name  of  the  pupil  addressed,  the 
words  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Belledeld  avenue,  Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.,  to  insure  prompt  delivery. 

The  use  of  tobacco  in  any  form  is  strictly  forbidden, 
and  no  one  using  it,  and  no  one  of  confirmed  immoral  hab- 
its, will  be  received  into  the  school. 

All  pupils  must  be  removed  from  the  Institution  at  the 
close  of  each  school  term  by  those  who  are  responsible  for 
their  care,  and  at  any  other  time,  should  necessity  require 
it,  upon  due  notice  being  served. 

Parents  or  friends  visiting  any  of  the  pupils,  or  so- 
journing in  the  city,  cannot  be  entertained  at  the  Institution. 


A parent  or  guardian  who  is  contemplating  the  placing 
of  a blind  child  in  this  Institution,  should  at  once  open  cor- 
respondence relative  thereto  with  the  Superintendent. 

Blank  forms  of  application  for  admission  will  be  fur- 
nished at  any  time  by  the  Superintendent,  and  no  pupil  will 
be  admitted  to  the  school  until  such  application  has  been 
returned,  with  the  questions  which  it  contains  satisfactorily 
answered,  and  it  has  been  submitted  to,  and  approved  by, 
the  Board  of  Directors. 

Information  concerning  the  character  and  purpose  of 
the  Institution  and  of  the  work  being  done,  will  be  cheer- 
fully given,  and  all  inquiries  about  the  steps  to  be  taken  to 
procure  the  admission  of  pupils,  or  about  the  management 
of  the  school,  will  be  promptly  answered,  by  addressing  the 
undersigned. 

Thos.  S.  McAloney, 
Superintendent. 
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By-Laws 

for  the 

Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind] 


Made  and  adopted  by  the  members  of  the  Corporation, 
at  a general  meeting  called  for  that  purpose,  and  held 
March  17th,  1887,  with  such  amendments  as  have  been  made 
at  various  meetings  of  the  Corporation,  including  the  annual 
meeting  held  May  14th,  1888,  and  at  the  Directors’  meetings. 

BUSINESS. 

1.  The  business  of  this  Corporation  shall  be  managed 
and  conducted  by  a President,  two  Vice-Presidents,  a 
Board  of  Directors,  a Clerk  or  Secretary,  a Treasurer,  and 
such  other  Officers,  Agents  and  Committees  as  may  be  ap- 
pointed from  time  to  time  by  the  Directors. 

DIRECTORS. 

2.  The  Directors  shall  be  chosen  annually  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Corporation,  and  shall  hold  their  offices  until 
others  are  chosen  and  qualified  in  their  stead. 

The  Directors  shall  be  divided  into  three  classes,  and 
three  of  them  shall  be  elected  for  a term  of  one  year,  three 
for  a term  of  two  years,  and  three  for  a term  of  three  years, 
respectively ; and,  at  all  ensuing  elections  of  said  Corpora- 
tion, the  Corporation  shall  only  elect  the  number  of  Direct- 
ors necessary  to  take  the  places  of  those  whose  terms  of 
office  shall  then  expire,  and  such  Directors  shall  then  be 
chosen  for  a term  of  three  years. 

ANNUAL  MEETING. 

3.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation  for  the 
election  of  Directors  and  the  transaction  of  other  business 
shall  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  May  in  each  year  suc- 
ceeding the  present,  in  the  City  of  Pittsburgh.  Special 
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meetings  of  the  members  of  the  Corporation  may  be  called 
by  the  Directors  when  necessary.  Notice  of  all  annual 
meetings  shall  be  published  in  one  newspaper,  in  the  City  of 
Pittsburgh,  at  least  five  days  prior  to  any  such  meeting. 

SECRETARY. 

4.  The  Clerk  or  Secretary  shall  record  all  the  votes  of 
the  Corporation,  and  the  minutes  of  all  meetings  of  the  In- 
corporators, and,  also,  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  in  a book 
kept  for  that  purpose. 

TREASURER. 

5.  The  Treasurer  shall  give  bond  in  the  sum  of 
$5,000,  with  such  securities  as  the  Directors  may  require, 
for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties ; and  he  shall  keep 
the  moneys  of  the  Corporation  in  a separate  account,  and 
report  to  the  Directors  whenever  required.  He  shall  pay 
all  warrants  drawn  by  the  Executive  Committee,  and  coun- 
tersigned by  the  Secretary. 

PRESIDENT. 

6.  The  President,  or  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  shall 
preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Directors,  and  at  meetings  of 
the  members  of  the  Corporation,  and  shall  have  and  exer- 
cise all  the  powers  which  ordinarily  belong  to  the  presiding 
officer  of  representative  bodies. 

QUORUM. 

7.  A majority  of  the  members  of  the  Corporation,  who 
are  present  at  any  regularly  called  meeting,  shall  be  com- 
petent to  transact  business.  Members  may  attend  in  per- 
son or  by  proxy. 

POWER  OF  DIRECTORS. 

8.  The  Directors  shall  have  power  to  fill  all  vacancies 
in  the  Board,  which  may  happen  by  death,  resignation  or 
otherwise. 

9.  The  Directors  shall  have  power  to  make  and  en- 
force all  such  rules  and  orders  as  they  may  deem  reasonable 
or  necessary  for  the  management  of  the  affairs  and  business 
of  the  Corporation,  and  for  the  government  of  its  agents 
and  employes. 
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MEMBERSHIP. 

10.  In  addition  to  the  Corporators  named  in  the  Char- 

ter, members  may  be  admitted  by  the  Corporators  upon  the 
following  terms : Contributors  of  sums  of  money  or  other 

property  to  the  value  of  $500,  may  be  elected  to  life  mem- 
bership; and  annual  contributors  of  not  less  than  $50,  may 
be  elected  to  membership,  but,  in  the  latter  case,  such  mem- 
bership shall  terminate  upon  default  of  such  annual  contri- 
bution. All  members  of  the  Corporation  shall  during  the 
period  of  their  membership  be  entitled  to  vote  at  all  general 
meeting  of  the  Corporators. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

11.  The  president  shall,  at  the  organization  of  the 
Board  each  year,  appoint  an  Executive  Committee  consist- 
ing of  five  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  who  shall 
examine  and  approve  all  bills,  and  when  found  in  order, 
issue  warrants  on  the  Treasurer  for  the  payment  of  the 
same.  All  bills  must  be  approved  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, and  every  warrant  drawn  on  the  Treasurer  must  be 
signed  by  the  Chairman  of  that  Committee. 

1 2.  The  President  shall  appoint  an  Auditing  Commit- 
tee of  three  members,  who  shall  annually  audit  the  accounts 
of  the  Secretary,  Treasurer,  or  other  officers,  and  make  re- 
port thereof  to  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  also  to  the  Cor- 
porators. 

AMENDMENTS. 

13.  These  By-Laws  may  be  altered  or  amended  by  a 
two-thirds  vote  of  those  present,  at  any  regular  meeting  of 
the  Directors,  provided  due  notice  has  been  given  at  a pre- 
vious meeting,  and  not  otherwise. 

14.  At  the  organization  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
each  year,  the  President  shall  divide  the  members  into  com- 
mittees of  two  members  each,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  in 
course,  month  by  month,  as  individually  appointed,  to  spend 
a part  of  one  day  at  the  Institution,  inspect  the  buildings, 
visit  the  class  rooms,  consult  with  the  Superintendent  as  to 
the  interests  of  the  school,  and  report  to  the  Board  at  its 
next  monthly  meeting. 
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Inarii  of  Corporators 


CHARTER  MEMBERS 


*A.  M.  Marshall, 
♦William  A.  Herron, 

H.  Kirke  Porter, 

John  A.  Wood, 

*Henry  Holdship, 

*Rev.  E.  R.  Donehoo,  D.D., 
*B.  F.  Long, 

*John  H.  Ricketson, 

J.  A.  Lippincott,  M.D., 
♦John  W.  Chalfant, 

A.  M.  Brown, 

*George  W.  Dilworth, 

♦John  R. 


♦Morris  H.  Danziger, 
♦William  Thaw, 

♦Oliver  P.  Scaife, 

Rev.  E.  P.  Cowan,  D.D., 
♦Hon.  Thomas  Ewing, 

*L.  H.  Harris,  M.D., 

Rev.  J.  T.  McCrory,  D.D., 
♦Charles  J.  Clarke, 

*Rev.  John  G.  Brown,  D.D., 
*W.  H.  Winslow,  M.D., 
♦Samuel  S.  Brown, 

C.  F.  Dean, 

McCune. 


MEMBERS  BY  SUBSCRIPTION  OF  $500 


♦Charles  Lockhart, 

*A.  Garrison, 

J.  M.  Schoonmaker, 
♦Mrs.  Mary  E.  Schenley, 
*F.  R.  Brunot, 

Mrs.  D.  C.  Phillips, 

D.  H.  Hostetter, 

*J.  J.  Vandergrift, 

Mrs.  Wm.  Thaw, 

S.  S.  Marvin, 

♦Dr.  C.  G.  Hussey, 

♦R.  S.  Hays, 

Mrs.  Lucetta  Plumer, 
Andrew  Carnegie, 

Chas.  ] 


Henry  Phipps,  Jr., 

*Jos.  Horne, 

♦Mrs.  Mary  Irwin, 

Mrs.  Mary  T.  Thompson, 
♦J.  P.  Hanna, 

Benj.  Thaw, 

Jno.  Walker, 

♦Mrs.  E.  M.  Bell, 

*W.  D.  Wood, 

John  B.  Jackson, 

*Miss  Jane  Holmes, 
Finley  H.  Lloyd, 

Wm.  L.  Abbott, 

Otis  H.  Childs, 

Taylor. 


♦Deceased. 


ItreSora 


Those  whose  terms  expire  in  May,  1909. 
Charles  L.  Taylor,  Lawrence  Dilworth, 

Chas.  F.  Dean. 

Those  whose  terms  expire  in  May,  1910. 

O.  M.  Edwards,  Wm.  L.  Abbott, 

Joseph  H.  Holmes. 

Those  whose  terms  expire  in  May,  1911. 

J.  M.  SCHOONMAKER,  H.  KlRKE  PORTER, 

Dr.  W.  F.  Robeson. 


H.  Kirke  Porter 
J.  M.  Schoonmaker 
Wm.  L.  Abbott 
O.  M.  Edwards 
C.  F.  Dean  - 


OFFICERS 

- President. 

First  Vice-President. 

- Second  Vice  President 
Secretary. 

- Treasurer. 


Committee  on  Finance 

J.  M.  Schoonmaker,  Chairman.  Wm.  L.  Abbott, 

Joseph  H.  Holmes. 


Executive  Committee 

Wm.  L.  Abbott,  Chairman.  Chas.  L.  Taylor, 

Lawrence  Dilworth,  O.  M.  Edwards, 

Dr.  W.  F.  Robeson. 

Counselor 

A.  M.  Brown,  Esq.,  Frick  Annex. 


Honorary  Auditors 

Marwick,  Mitchell  & Co.,  Chartered  Accountants. 


Offerers  anii  (Heathers 


SUPERINTENDENT 

Thos.  S.  McAloney. 

LITERARY  DEPARTMENT 


Miss  Ora  H.  J.  Harris,  Principal. 

Miss  Ora  H.  J.  Harris,  Miss  Hannah  I.  Houston, 
Randolph  R.  Pratt,  Miss  M.  Edna  Caskey, 

Mrs.  Guibert  de  la  Mache,  Miss  Florence  I.  Griffith, 

DEPARTMENT  OF  MUSIC 
W.  L.  Mayer,  Director. 

W.  L.  Mayer,  Miss  Sarah  E.  Taylor, 

Miss  E.  Jean  Howell,  Miss  Daisy  Carlson. 

MANUAL  TRAINING  AND  INDUSTRIAL  DEPARTMENT 

J.  M.  Richard,  V.  L.  Hamlin, 

Miss  Anna  Jacobs,  Miss  Florence  I.  Griffith. 

Randolph  R.  Pratt,  Physical  Director. 

Liborio  Delfino,  Field  Officer. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  HOUSEHOLD  AFFAIRS 


Miss  Nannie  B.  Fisher, 
Matron. 

Miss  Louise  Grimes, 
Bookkeeper. 

Randolph  R.  Pratt, 
Boys’  Supervisor. 


Mrs.  K.  P.  Miller, 

Boys’  Governess. 
Mrs.  M.  N.  Taylor, 
Girls’  Governess. 
Miss  Sally  Cook, 

Assistant  Governess. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH 

W.  F.  Robeson,  M.D.,  M.  Ross  Gibson,  D.D.S., 

Ophthalmologist.  Dentist. 

James  I.  Johnston,  M.D., 

Visiting  Physician. 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  ANNUAL  MEETING  OF 
THE  INCORPORATORS  AND  LIFE  MEMBERS 


Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  May  4,  1908. 

The  twenty-first  annual  meeting  of  the  Incorporators 
and  Life  Members  was  held  at  the  Institution  this  afternoon 
at  three  o’clock. 

Those  present  were:  Rev.  J.  T.  McCrory,  D.D.,  Dr. 

W.  F.  Robeson,  Messrs.  C.  F.  Dean,  Chas  L.  Taylor,  O.  M. 
Edwards  and  Thos  S.  McAloney,  Superintendent;  and  those 
represented  by  proxies  were  Hon.  H.  Kirke  Porter,  Col.  J. 
M.  Schoonmaker,  Major  A.  M.  Brown,  Messrs.  Wm.  L. 
Abbott,  Otis  H.  Childs,  F.  H.  Lloyd,  S.  S.  Marvin,  Henry 
Phipps,  Benjamin  Thaw,  Mrs.  Mary  T.  Thompson. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Edwards,  seconded  by  Mr.  Dean,  Dr. 
McCrory  was  elected  Chairman  and  Thos.  S.  McAloney, 
Secretary. 

The  proceedings  were  opened  with  prayer  by  Dr.  Mc- 
Crory. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  annual  meeting  were  read  and 
approved. 

The  Secretary  stated  that,  in  compliance  with  the  By- 
Laws,  notice  of  the  meeting  had  been  published  in  the  Pitts- 
burgh Dispatch,  in  three  different  issues  of  the  paper,  name- 
ly, April  28th,  April  30th  and  May  4th,  also  copies  of  a 
circular  letter  calling  attention  to  the  meeting,  with  proxies 
enclosed,  had  been  mailed  to  all  the  members  of  the  cor- 
poration. 

The  Chair  then  called  for  the  annual  reports  of  the 
officers. 
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The  report  of  Hon.  H.  Kirke  Porter,  President  of  the 
Board,  was  read  by  the  Secretary,  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Dean,  seconded  by  Mr.  Taylor,  it  was  accepted  and  ordered 
printed. 

The  Treasurer,  Mr.  Chas.  F.  Dean,  submitted  his 
twenty-first  annual  report  of  the  finances  of  the  Institution 
on  account  of  maintenance,  furniture,  etc.  It  exhibits  in 
detail  the  receipts  and  disbursements  for  the  past  year,  and 
shows  a balance  of  $9,586.54  in  bank  to  the  credit  of  the 
Institution  on  April  30,  1908. 

The  Treasurer  also  made  the  sixth  annual  report  of 
the  “Special  Fund,”  consisting  of  bequests,  donations  and 
other  accumulations.  This  shows  in  detail  all  the  invest- 
ments and  securities  held  by  the  Institution  belonging  to  this 
Fund.  He  also  made  the  first  annual  report  of  the  Porter- 
field Fund. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  seconded  by  Mr.  Edwards, 
these  reports  were  received  and  ordered  printed  with  the 
report  of  the  auditors. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  seconded  by  Mr.  Edwards, 
the  Chair  appointed  the  firm  of  Marwick,  Mitchell  & 
Company,  chartered  accountants,  to  audit  the  Treasurer’s 
report. 

The  Superintendent’s  annual  report  was  then  read. 
This  report  shows  in  detail  the  operations  and  progress  of 
the  school  during  the  year  and  contains  a number  of  sug- 
gestions for  future  improvements.  It  includes  reports  from 
the  heads  of  the  various  departments  and  from  the  Visiting 
Physician.  On  motion,  this  report  was  accepted  and  order- 
ed to  be  printed  with  the  other  documents  submitted. 

The  Chair  then  announced  that  the  terms  of  Hon.  H. 
Kirke  Porter,  Col.  J.  M.  Schoonmaker  and  Dr.  W.  F.  Robe- 
son, as  Directors  of  this  Institution,  expire  on  this  date. 

Nominations  being  called  for,  Mr.  Edwards  placed  in 
nomination  the  names  of  Hon.  IT.  Kirke  Porter,  Col.  J.  M. 
Schoonmaker  and  Dr.  W.  F.  Robeson  to  succeed  them- 
selves. There  being  no  other  names  presented,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Taylor,  the  nominations  were  closed  and  the  Secretary 
instructed  to  cast  the  ballot  of  the  Corporation  for  the  gen- 
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tlemen  nominated.  He,  accordingly,  announced  that  Hon. 
H.  Kirke  Porter,  Col.  J.  M.  Schoonmaker  and  Dr.  W.  F. 
Robeson  had  received  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  Incor- 
porators present  and  the  proxies  submitted;  and  thereupon 
the  Chair  declared  them  duly  elected  Directors  of  the  Insti- 
tution for  the  ensuing  three  years. 

Mr.  Edwards  then  stated  that  as  Mr.  Chas.  L.  Taylor 
had  contributed  during  the  year  the  sum  of  $500  to  the 
funds  of  the  Institution,  he  was  entitled  to  Life  Member- 
ship. He  also  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  Mr.  Andrew 
Carnegie,  by  his  donation  of  a pipe-organ  to  the  Institution, 
was  likewise  entitled  to  Life  Membership.  He,  there- 
fore, moved  that  these  gentlemen  be  elected  as  Life  Mem- 
bers of  the  Corporation.  This  motion  was  seconded  by  Dr. 
Robeson  and  unanimously  carried. 

The  Superintendent  was  instructed  to  compile  and 
have  printed  in  pamphlet  form  as  soon  as  convenient  1,200 
copies  of  the  Annual  Report.  He  was  also  instructed  to 
make  proper  acknowledgment  in  the  report  of  all  donations 
received,  and  of  all  other  favors  shown  by  friends  of  the 
Institution  during  the  past  year. 

There  being  no  further  business  before  the  meeting,  on 
motion,  it  was  adjourned. 

Thos.  S.  McAloney, 

Secretary. 
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Stepori  af  tltp  loarii  nf  lirotors 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  May  4,  1908. 

To  the  Corporators  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institu- 
tion for  the  Blind: 

The  year  just  closing  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  In- 
stitution for  the  Blind  shows  steady,  and  we  trust  solid, 
growth  and  advance.  In  one  important  matter,  however, 
the  officers  and  teachers  of  the  School,  and  also  the  Board 
of  Trustees,  have  had  great  anxiety.  An  epidemic  of  scar- 
let fever  broke  out  on  the  fifth  of  October,  1907,  and  lasted 
until  the  thirty-first  of  December.  While  not  virulent,  the 
disease  was  very  persistent,  and  when  seemingly  stamped 
out,  would  break  out  again.  It  was  reported  at  once  to  the 
health  authorities,  and  every  wish  on  their  part  carried  out. 
Quarantine  was  promptly  established  and  the  school  isolated 
as  far  as  possible,  and  all  the  sick  placed  in  our  hospital 
building,  the  need  of  which  was  now  fully  demonstrated. 
Medical  care  was  promptly  and  efficiently  given  and  trained 
nurses  installed,  that  the  sick  might  have  the  most  careful 
attention.  All  rooms  were  also  fumigated;  and  we  record 
with  pleasure  the  great  interest  shown  by  the  Chamberlain 
Company  in  making  this  work  thorough  and  effective,  and 
make  special  record  of  the  interest  of  the  individual  mem- 
bers of  this  Company  in  the  children  of  the  School.  The 
necessity  for  constant  care  to  stay  and  to  prevent  such  dis- 
ease was  so  apparent  to  the  Board  that  a permanent  con- 
tract was  made  with  this  Company  for  regular  care  and 
treatment  of  our  Buildings.  This  contract  was  made  most 
reasonable  in  its  terms  and  covered  all  that  had  been  done 
in  the  emergency,  as  well  as  for  the  future. 

We  call  special  attention  to  the  item  of  cost  of  this 
epidemic.  A careful  statement  shows  that  the  services  of 
the  physician  and  trained  nurses  required,  medicine  provided 
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and  contract  covering  fumigation  for  one  year  amounted  to 
$1,299.25.  We  respectfully  ask  the  attention  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  to  this  one  item  of  cost, 
possible  to  be  at  any  moment  a matter  of  necessity.  $12.99 
extra  cost  in  this  case  for  each  of  100  children.  The  Board 
would  have  been  condemned  had  it  not  made  every  reason- 
able expenditure  to  rescue  these  scholars  and  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  disease  outside  the  School,  and  yet  it  had  been 
given  only  an  insufficient  appropriation  to  cover  its  known 
and  proved  usual  expenses.  If  Pennsylvania  can  afford  to 
furnish  a $4,000,000  Capitol  Building  at  an  additional  ex- 
pense for  furnishing  of  $9,000,000,  and  be  applauded  by  its 
Chief  Executive  and  others  in  high  official  place  for  it? 
great  public  spirit  in  so  doing,  it  certainly  can  make  adequate 
provision  for  the  maintenance  of  any  schools  needed  for  its 
children,  without  which  provision  these  children  must  grow 
up  in  ignorance — a worse  menace  to  the  state  than  scarlet 
fever.  The  only  other  alternative  is  for  the  Legislature  to 
turn  its  children  over  to  private  benevolence.  When  a com- 
munity like  Pittsburgh,  with  slight  assistance  from  outside 
Allegheny  county,  provides  abundantly  in  costly  land  and 
equipment,  surely  the  State  can  pay  the  running  expenses  of 
such  a school  in  full,  and  not  make  an  appropriation  which 
is  known  in  advance  will  result,  and  must  result,  in  a deficit, 
or  else  in  neglect  of  helpless  children. 

We  desire  in  this  connection  to  express  our  apprecia- 
tion of  the  thoughtful  and  courteous  interest  of  Committees 
of  the  Legislature  that  have  examined  our  School.  We  also 
approve  most  careful  expenditure  and  rigid  examination  of 
expenditures,  but  if  these  are  proper  and  right,  we  believe 
that  full  provision  should  be  made,  and  that  administrative 
officers  and  Boards  of  Directors  should  not  be  harassed  with 
care  to  come  within  an  appropriation  known  in  advance  to 
be  inadequate. 

The  whole  question  of  the  education  of  the  blind,  or  of 
the  deaf,  is  of  course  always  open  to  discussion,  and  at  some 
future  day  School  Boards  may  be  required  to  take  care  of 
all  such  needy  children  in  their  own  districts  and  pay  for 
same  out  of  the  common  school  tax  receipts.  Pennsylvania 
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has  adopted  another  policy  and  cares  for  these  children  by 
special  state  appropriations  for  maintenance,  thus  supple- 
menting large  private  benevolence  in  way  of  equipment,  and 
co-operating  with  unpaid  local  Boards,  serving  the  State  and 
the  little  ones  from  other  motives  than  that  of  gain.  Some 
day  Pennsylvania  will  rise  as  Massachusetts  and  Colorado 
did  many  years  ago — to  a higher  plane  and  provide  for  all 
such  classes  out  of  an  educational  fund,  and  not  call  such 
provision  a charity. 

A year  ago  the  large  bequest  of  Mr.  John  Porterfield 
was  announced.  The  amount  named  in  his  Will  was  $20,000, 
but  as  we  were  one  of  his  residuary  legatees,  the  amount 
received  will  be  far  greater ; already  nearly  $50,000  has  been 
paid  in  to  our  treasury,  and  more  will  be  finally  received. 
The  Board  was  convinced  of  the  great  importance  of  a Gym- 
nasium, and  decided  to  devote  a large  part  of  this  money  to 
this.  The  building  is  in  course  of  erection  and  its  comple- 
tion is  promised  for  the  new  School  year  in  September.  It 
is  confidently  expected  that  this  will  be  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant of  agencies  in  the  direction  of  health,  of  stimulus, 
of  natural  discipline  and  of  true  education. 

Another  generous  bequest  has  been  announced,  which 
was  equally  unexpected — that  of  Mrs.  Susanna  Bichsel,  of 
Allegheny  county.  In  this  case  we  are  one  of  several 
legatees,  and  no  exact  amount  has  been  announced,  but  it  is 
understood  that  it  is  probably  some  thousands  of  dollars. 

Such  remembrances  from  those  who  have  known  of  the 
efforts  here  put  forth  are  very  encouraging,  and  stimulate 
those  directly  in  charge  to  make  the  best  use  they  can  of 
funds  thus  committed  to  their  trust. 

The  next  great  need  of  the  School  is  a large  building, 
roomy,  cheerful  and  attractive,  for  at  least  fifty  little  ones, 
as  a separate  kindergarten.  Why  should  we  not  make 
known  this  need,  as  a suggestion  to  any  one,  or  to  many 
acting  together,  who  are  evidently  thinking  about  this 
School,  and  may  be  glad  to  know  the  specific  object  to  which 
another  $40,000  or  more  could  be  well  applied. 

The  Hospital  Building  has  been  completed,  and  its  ne- 
cessity shown  during  this  school  year. 


THE  NEW  RUNNING  TRACK. 
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An  out-door  running  track  has  been  laid  out  most  kind- 
ly by  our  friends  of  the  Schenley  Farms  Improvement  Com- 
pany, and  the  use  of  it  given  to  the  scholars,  which  will  be 
used  in  connection  with  gymnasium  work;  and  some  day  it 
is  hoped  that  an  athletic  field  will  be  in  daily  use  in  season- 
able weather. 

Special  attention  also  has  been  given  to  improved  venti- 
lation of  our  classrooms,  but  much  more  money  should  be 
spent  in  this  direction. 

A printing  office  amply  supplied  with  special  equip- 
ment has  been  generously  given  by  Mr.  Chas.  L.  Taylor,  and 
is  proving  of  great  value  and  interest.  Short  articles  in  any 
branch  of  study  can  be  readily  stereotyped  in  Braille  by 
any  painstaking  boy  or  girl  in  the  School,  and  then  dupli- 
cated in  any  number  of  copies  for  each  scholar  in  a class; 
or  skeleton  maps  of  City,  State,  Nation  or  Continent  em- 
bossed and  brought  at  once  to  bear  on  the  child’s  mind,  not 
through  the  eye,  but  to  these  scholars  through  the  finger. 

For  the  pleasurable  entertainment  and  profit  of  the 
scholars  a phonograph  has  been  bought  with  money  kindly 
provided  by  various  friends  and  a fair  number  of  “records” 
already  secured.  There  is  quite  an  opening  here  for  any 
friends  generously  inclined,  and  not  involving  any  large  ex- 
penditures. 

Special  Visitors’  Days  have  been  a very  interesting 
new  feature,  and  monthly  large  numbers  of  neighbors  and 
friends  have  showed  themselves  friendly  and  neighborly  by 
coming  to  see  for  themselves  what  it  is  that  is  here  attempt- 
ed and  accomplished.  The  interest  of  the  whole  community 
has  also  been  greatly  stimulated  by  the  generous  co-opera- 
tion of  the  daily  newspapers  of  Pittsburgh,  and  for  this  the 
Board  and  the  School  return  hearty  thanks. 

In  addition  to  medical  care  which  is  provided  whenever 
occasion  arises,  and  the  monthly  report  from  a medical  offi- 
cer on  sanitation  of  our  buildings,  special  examination  of  the 
teeth  and  eyes  has  been  instituted  this  year,  which  is  to  be 
continued  in  the  future. 

The  teachers  have  shown  increasing  interest,  thought 
and  care,  and  have  held  regularly  meetings  for  conference, 
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suggestion  and  discussion,  tending  to  improve  the  whole 
work  of  each  and  all. 

It  is  of  general  interest  also  to  report  that  the  children 
have  been  regularly  trained  in  a Fire  Drill,  so  that  by  regu- 
lar and  clearly  understood  action  they  can  handle  themselves 
efficiently  and  speedily  at  a moment’s  notice,  and  be  prepared 
for  any  emergency  call. 

All  these  things  speak  of  work  in  the  School  itself.  But 
the  growth  has  not  been  simply  within.  Many  in  Western 
Pennsylvania  who  are  blind  have  had  no  knowledge  what- 
ever, even  of  the  existence  of  this  School;  but  during  this 
year  these  have  been  to  some  extent  searched  for  and  found, 
and  brought  here  to  what  may  prove  to  many  a well  spring 
of  life.  This  has  been  done  by  an  agent  of  the  School,  a 
man  himself  blind  and  full  of  sympathy  for  those  who  need 
this  training.  This,  to  a certain  extent,  is  a reversal  of  the 
old  saying  as  to  the  inability  of  the  blind  to  lead  the  blind. 
But  it  is  not  infrequent  in  life  to  meet  those  who,  having 
eyes,  see  not,  and  it  is  surely  true  that  some  of  those  who 
see  not  have  clear  vision.  Such  a man  is  this  visitor,  who 
has  been  our  messenger,  even  to  bring  spiritual  vision  to 
some  who  are  blind. 

The  Board  makes  special  mention  of  two  resignations, 
which  have  been  accepted  with  great  regret.  Mr.  Otis  H. 
Childs  was  the  successor  of  his  father-in-law,  Mr.  George 
W.  Dilworth,  and  has  always  shown  a like  interest  and  de- 
votion to  the  School  in  general  and  a personal  interest  in 
teachers  and  scholars,  which  has  been  of  inestimable  value. 

Mr.  T.  A.  McGinley,  after  a brief  term,  of  service,  has 
felt  obliged  to  resign,  greatly  to  our  regret.  It  is  a special 
desire  of  the  Board  to  secure  from  time  to  time  young  men 
to  share  with  those  who  have  been  long  on  the  Board,  the 
responsibility  of  this  care,  which  is  not  only  of  importance 
in  discharging  a public  trust  and  in  safeguarding  individual 
beneficence,  but  also  may  do  good  that  cannot  be  measured 
to  those  who  need  a friendly  hand  to  guide  them. 

Greatly  as  we  regret  such  losses,  we  have  been  most 
fortunate  in  securing  to  fill  these  places,  Dr.  W.  F.  Robe- 
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son,  our  nearest  neighbor,  and  Mr.  Joseph  H.  Holmes.  Dr. 
Robeson  has  already  rendered  unique,  professional  service, 
for  which  we  are  most  grateful,  and  of  great  personal  bene- 
fit to  our  children;  and  Mr.  Holmes  comes  with  zeal  and 
energy  to  the  care  of  a school  called  into  being  by  the  gift 
of  a good  woman  of  his  own  family  and  name. 

This  review  is  closed  with  grateful  acknowledgment  to 
all  our  officers  and  teachers  for  most  faithful  and  devoted 
service,  and  with  gratitude  to  God  for  the  way  by  which 
He  has  led  us. 

For  the  Board  of  Directors, 

(Signed)  H.  K.  Porter, 

President. 
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This  is  to  certify  that,  as  shown  in  the  above  account,  the  sum  of  $9,586.54  stands  upon  the  books  of  the  bank,  at  this 
date,  to  the  credit  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind.  Union  National  Bank, 

April  30th,  1908.  GEO.  M.  PadEN,  Cashier. 
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Education  and 
Maintenance 

Beds  and  bedding $ 154.50 

Brooms  and  brushes 12.52 

Conveyance  483.53 

Dry  goods 278.53 

Fruit  and  vegetables 1,282.89 

Fixtures 51.00 

Fuel 2,429.01 

Furniture,  etc 723.92 

Groceries  1,206.34 

Ice  293.85 

Interest 421.72 

Lighting 629.89 

Painting 118.60 

Plumbing 295.88 

Printing  399-32 

Provisions  5,939-82 

Repairs  912.58 

Educational  supplies  208.08 

Industrial  supplies  884.18 

Ground  supplies  191.97 

Engine  room  supplies  74-38 

Medical  supplies  90.03 

Surgical  supplies  9.68 

Salaries,  matron  and  governesses 1,477.00 

officers  3,724.92 

physicians  and  nurses 1,185.75 

teachers  6,227.00 

Wages  4,849-85 

Sundries  393-85 


$34,950-59 


School 
Apparatus 
Furniture,  etc. 


577-35 

572.68 


700.00 

150.00 


$2,000.03 
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Annual  tSpport 

SPECIAL  FUND. 


Balance  on  hand,  May  i,  1907 $3,164.90 

Received  from  interest  on  mortgages $324.00 

Received  from  contributions 10.00 

Received  from  interest  on  bank  account 142.87  476.87 

Balance  on  hand,  May  1,  1908 $3,641.77 


Pittsburgh,  May  1,  1908. 

This  is  to  certify  that,  as  shown  by  the  above  account,  there 
stands  upon  the  books  of  this  company,  at  this  date,  the  sum  of 
$3,641.77,  to  the  credit  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for 
the  Blind  Guarantee  Title  & Trust  Co., 

R.  J.  Davidson,  VicePresident. 

mortgages  held  for  special  fund. 


On  Bellefield  avenue  property $ 4,800 

On  Hazelwood  property 6,000 


$10,800 

jFtrst  Annual  Irpnrt 

PORTERFIELD  FUND. 


Received  from  estate  of  John  Porterfield $47,257.88 

Received  from  interest  on  bank  account 1,710.18 

Total $48,968.06 

Less,  transferred  to  regular  fund 10,000.00 

Balance  on  hand,  May  1,  1908 $38,968.06 


May  1,  1908. 

This  is  to  certify  that,  as  shown  in  the  above  account,  there 
stands  upon  the  books  of  this  bank,  at  this  date,  the  sum  of  $38,- 
968.06,  to  the  credit  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the 
Blind,  in  the  Porterfield  Fund. 

Union  National  Bank  of  Pittsburgh, 

Geo.  M.  Paden,  Ass’t  Cashier. 

AUDITOR’S  CERTIFICATE. 

We  hereby  certify  that  we  have  audited  the  above  accounts  of 
the  treasurer  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind, 
and  found  all  expenditures  to  be  properly  vouched,  authorized  and 
in  order.  Marwick,  Mitchell  & Co.,  Chartered  Accountants. 


LEISURE  HOUR  ON  THE  LAWN 
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Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  May  4th,  1908. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors: 

Gentlemen: — Although  there  is  a great  deal  of  simi- 
larity in  the  record  of  each  year’s  work  in  an  Institution  of 
this  character,  yet  we  believe  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance 
that  all  those  who  are  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  Insti- 
tution should  be  kept  informed  of  its  progress,  needs  and 
prospects  for  future  usefulness. 

It  is  indeed  gratifying  to  me  to  be  able  to  report  a very 
successful  year’s  work.  Though  it  was  interrupted  at  the 
beginning  of  the  present  session  by  an  outbreak  of  scarlet 
fever,  yet  satisfactory  progress  has  been  made  in  every  de- 
partment of  the  school.  The  teachers  and  household  offi- 
cers have  rendered  faithful  and  efficient  service  and  the 
pupils  have  shown  a spirit  of  willingness,  earnestness  and 
cheerfulness,  which  is  to  be  greatly  commended. 

The  increased  interest  manifested  by  the  people  of  this 
community  in  our  work  has  been  very  encouraging  to  us. 
The  Special  Visitors’  Days,  which  were  inaugurated  this 
session,  have  served  to  bring  tiie  people  into  closer  touch 
with  our  Institution  and  have  given  them  an  intelligent  ac- 
quaintance with  the  work  we  are  doing.  The  old  “Asylum” 
idea  is  rapidly  being  dispelled  and  the  Institution  is  receiv- 
ing its  proper  recognition  as  an  educational  establishment. 

Our  evening  entertainments  have  drawn  a greater  num- 
ber of  people  than  we  could  possibly  accommodate,  and  their 
expressions  of  praise  have  stimulated  both  teachers  and 
pupils  to  greater  effort. 

ENROLLMENT  OF  PUPILS. 

There  has  been  a decided  increase  in  the  enrollment  of 
pupils  this  year  and  we  have  about  reached  the  limit  of  our 
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capacity.  Since  my  last  report,  one  hundred  and  thirty 
pupils  have  received  the  benefits  of  the  Institution.  The 
enrollment  of  pupils  during  the  present  session  to  date  is 
one  hundred  and  twenty-two.  Of  these  seventy-three  are 
boys  and  forty-nine  girls.  Of  the  twenty-nine  new  pupils 
admitted  this  session,  seventeen  are  boys  and  twelve  girls. 
We  have  also  readmitted  four  former  pupils  of  the  school 
who  were  not  present  last  term. 

The  pupils  enrolled  during  the  present  term  have  come 
from  the  following  twenty  counties  in  the  western  part  of 
the  State : 


Allegheny 

68 

Elk 

Armstrong 

2 

Fayette 

..  ..  5 

Beaver  

3 

Franklin 

. . . . i 

Blair 

Mercer 

..  ..  6 

Butler 

2 

McKean 

. . . . i 

Cambria 

2 

Potter 

....  i 

Center 

X 

Somerset 

. . . . 3 

Clarion 

S 

Venango  

..  ..  6 

Crawford 

3 

Washington 

..  ..  6 

Erie 

Westmoreland  .... 

..  ••  3 

The  efforts  of  the  Institution  to  reach  every  blind  child 
in  the  Western  part  of  the  State  is  meeting  with  reasonable 
success.  During  the  year  a field  officer  was  appointed  to 
visit  the  parents  of  blind  children  and  to  impress  upon  them 
the  importance  of  sending  their  little  ones  to  school.  Our 
field  officer,  Mr.  Delfino,  is  himself  blind  and  is  well  quali- 
fied for  the  position.  He  has  taken  up  our  work  in  con- 
junction with  his  duties  as  field  officer  of  the  Overbrook 
Institution  for  the  Blind.  During  the  past  summer,  Mr. 
Delfino  visited  ten  counties  in  the  Western  part  of  the  State 
and  obtained  the  names  of  a number  of  blind  children.  At 
each  home  visited,  he  left  literature  about  our  Institution 
and  interested  the  family  in  our  work.  Some  have  been 
brought  into  our  school  by  this  means,  but  we  have  still  a 
list  of  names  of  twenty-two  blind  children  whose  parents 
have  not  yet  filled  out  the  applications  sent  them.  We  will 
reap  the  full  benefit  of  Mr.  Delfino’s  work  in  later  years. 
He  has  had  the  opportunity  of  meeting  a great  many  people 
and  interesting  them  in  the  work  of  educating  the  blind. 
He  has  also  made  a number  of  public  addresses  on  this  sub- 
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ject  and  demonstrated  what  the  blind  are  able  to  accomplish. 
This  campaign  of  education  will  result  in  much  good  and 
should  be  the  means  of  persuading  parents  to  send  their 
children  to  school.  In  cases  where  the  field  officer  fails  in 
his  efforts,  there  should  be  some  means  devised  whereby 
these  little  sightless  ones  should  not  be  allowed  to  grow  up 
in  ignorance  and  in  a state  of  helplessness,  depending  upon 
charity  for  support,  and  without  enjoying  the  light  of  intel- 
lectual culture  or  the  happiness  of  doing  useful  things  for 
themselves  or  others.  A compulsory  education  law  on  our 
Statute  books  would  have  a salutary  effect. 

HEALTH. 

The  general  health  of  the  household  during  the  year 
has  been  good,  though  we  had  serious  trouble  with  con- 
tagion at  the  beginning  of  the  session.  Early  in  October 
scarlet  fever  broke  out  in  the  Institution,  and  although  every 
precaution  was  taken  in  the  way  of  isolation  and  fumiga- 
tion, twelve  cases  developed.  Fortunately  our  new  isolation 
hospital  had  been  completed,  and  the  special  nurses  engaged 
had  every  facility  in  caring  for  their  patients.  The  ma- 
jority of  the  cases  were  very  mild  and  all  recovered. 

Four  cases  of  pneumonia  developed  during  the  year, 
and  Clayton  Owens,  one  of  our  boys  from  Erie  county,  died 
at  the  Mercy  Hospital  from  this  disease.  We  also  had  a 
few  cases  of  whooping  cough. 

At  present  we  have  a yearly  contract  with  a firm  of 
Sanitarians  in  this  city  for  a thorough  fumigation  of  all  our 
buildings  at  least  once  a year  and  for  any  additional  fumi- 
gation necessary  when  contagion  is  suspected  or  when  a 
case  develops.  I consider  this  a very  important  step  in  safe- 
guarding the  health  of  the  pupils  and  in  the  prevention  and 
checking  of  disease. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Dr.  Robeson,  of  our  Board  of 
Directors,  and  of  his  assistants,  Drs.  Moran  and  Markel,  a 
thorough  examination  has  been  made  of  the  eyes  of  every 
pupil  in  school.  A number  of  cases  have  been  found  which 
can  be  materially  benefited  by  operation  and  treatment.  In 
addition  to  the  benefits  derived  by  the  pupils  from  this  ex- 
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animation,  the  scientific  records  of  each  case  will  be  invalu- 
able to  the  school  and  to  the  medical  profession. 

Provision  has  also  been  made  for  dental  services  for 
our  pupils.  A dental  chair,  foot  engine  and  a number  of 
instruments  have  been  purchased  and  an  experienced  den- 
tist has  been  secured,  who  will  come  to  the  Institution  and 
do  all  necessary  work. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  PHYSICAL  EDUCATION. 

No  scheme  of  education  is  complete  which  neglects  to 
provide  for  physical  training.  In  my  opinion,  it  is  the  key- 
stone upon  which  the  success  of  all  other  branches  of  edu- 
cation depends.  The  mind  and  the  body  are  so  closely  re- 
lated that  it  is  almost  impossible  for  a high  degree  of  mental 
vigor  to  exist  in  a weak,  puny  body,  yet  in  the  pursuit  of 
intellectual  culture,  we  frequently  overlook  the  importance 
of  keeping  the  body  in  good  physical  condition. 

Many  of  the  children  under  our  care  come  to  us  with 
undeveloped  bodies,  lacking  stamina  and  vigor  and  are 
physically  unable  to  successfully  carry  on  their  studies. 
Each  child  who  enters  our  school  is  placed  under  the  care 
of  an  experienced  instructor,  and  systematic  physical  exer- 
cises are  given.  These  exercises  improve  the  carriage  and 
develop  self-reliance  and  freedom  of  movement.  The  vari- 
ous muscles  in  the  body  are  developed  and  strengthened 
and  bodily  defects  are  corrected  and  improved,  thus  fitting 
him  to  properly  carry  on  his  mental  culture.  The  work  in 
this  department  is  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Pratt  and  ex- 
cellent results  have  been  obtained.  The  drills  and  exhibi- 
tions of  physical  work  given  at  our  evening  entertainments 
and  on  Special  Visitors’  Days  have  been  highly  spoken  of 
and  favorable  comment  has  been  made  on  the  improved 
physical  vigor,  personal  appearance  and  address  of  those 
who  participated. 

One  new  feature  this  year  has  been  the  introduction  of 
physical  culture  exercises  into  the  class-rooms  in  the  pri- 
mary and  intermediate  grades.  Each  teacher  takes  a short 
period  daily  for  class  exercises  prescribed  by  the  instructor. 
This  not  only  aids  the  general  physical  development,  but 
also  serves  to  make  the  pupils  more  alert  and  attentive. 
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Everything  possible  is  done  to  induce  our  pupils  to 
spend  their  spare  time  out  of  doors.  The  little  ones  are 
taught  how  to  play  in  the  open  air,  and  all  are  encouraged 
to  play  games  and  take  spontaneous  exercise. 

Last  fall  the  ground  in  the  rear  of  our  buildings  was 
graded  for  an  Athletic  Field  and  a running  track  was  built. 
This  track  has  recently  been  equipped  and  our  boys  have 
entered  heartily  into  the  training  for  the  competition  in 
field  athletics,  which  is  to  be  held  on  the  third  Saturday  of 
this  month.  Sixteen  Institutions  for  the  Blind  throughout 
the  United  States  have  entered  this  contest.  We  feel  con- 
vinced that  our  boys  will  make  a creditable  showing  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  they  have  never  had  previous  training 
in  such  sports.  We  know  of  nothing  better  for  promoting 
school  pride  and  aiding  discipline  than  athletics. 

By  deciding  to  erect  a Gymnasium  and  Swimming 
Pool,  you  have  placed  this  school  among  the  most  progress- 
ive in  the  country.  The  building,  which  is  now  in  the  course 
of  erection,  will  be  one  of  the  handsomest  buildings  of  its 
kind  in  the  State.  It  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  when 
school  opens  in  the  fall  and  its  benefit  to  our  pupils  will  be 
incalculable.  The  swimming  pool,  which  is  in  the  base- 
ment of  the  building,  will  be  forty  by  twenty-four  feet  and 
from  two  and  a half  to  seven  feet  in  depth.  The  shower 
baths,  dressing  rooms  and  lockers  for  boys  and  girls  will 
also  be  located  in  the  basement.  With  our  interior  running 
track,  roller  skating  rink  and  our  gymnasium  thoroughly 
equipped,  our  pupils  will  have  advantages  in  physical  train- 
ing second  to  none  in  the  country.  The  boys’  entrance  to 
the  gymnasium  opens  into  the  Athletic  Field,  which  makes 
it  very  convenient  for  them  to  use  the  shower  baths  and 
plunge  after  exercise  on  the  field. 

KINDERGARTEN. 

The  kindergarten  class  established  last  year  has 
grown  so  rapidly  that  we  have  found  it  necessary  to  take 
the  large  chorus  room  on  the  second  floor  for  its  use.  This 
room  has  plenty  of  light,  air  and  sunshine  and  is  well  adapt- 
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ed  for  the  purpose.  Twenty  little  ones  are  enrolled  in  this 
class  and  are  doing  excellent  work  in  card-sewing,  paper- 
folding, clay-modeling,  bead-work,  etc.  They  are  learning 
to  read  and  write  Braille,  and  also  receiving  instruction  in 
number  work. 

It  is  a pleasure  to  witness  the  enjoyment  these  children 
derive  from  the  daily  games  and  songs.  Many  of  them 
have  never  known  such  pleasures  of  childhood  as  the  Mother 
Goose  rhymes,  fairy  tales,  childish  games  and  stories.  These 
we  combine  with  our  kindergarten  work  and  thus  bring 
happiness  into  their  lives. 

Perhaps  few  of  us  realize  the  magnitude  of  the  afflic- 
tion of  a little  blind  child  among  the  poorest  classes  and 
under  what  disadvantages  he  labors  compared  with  the  see- 
ing child.  He  is  frequently  surrounded  by  influences  which 
stunt  and  dwarf  him  both  mentally  and  physically.  He 
leads  an  aimless,  neglected  life.  He  does  not  know  how  to 
play  and  romp  like  other  children  and  his  little  hands  are 
helpless  to  do  anything  useful.  The  natural  pleasures  of 
life  are  an  unknown  quantity  to  him.  Such  children  should 
be  early  placed  in  a kindergarten  where  their  hands  can  be 
trained  and  their  minds  awakened  and  brightened  and  where 
both  mind  and  body  will  be  filled  with  energy,  activity  and 
enthusiasm. 

This  department  is  now  crowded  and  if  we  admitted 
all  the  little  ones  on  our  list,  we  could  not  properly  take 
care  of  them  under  present  conditions.  A separate  build- 
ing capable  of  accommodating  thirty  or  forty  pupils  is  be- 
coming a necessity.  It  should  have  a complete  domestic 
and  educational  equipment  so  that  a different  daily  program 
could  be  put  into  effect  and  a different  diet  prescribed.  The 
younger  ones  then  would  not  be  required  to  associate  with 
the  older  pupils.  The  Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind  has 
a magnificent  Kindergarten  Building,  which  was  a gift  from 
the  good  people  of  Boston.  The  Institution  for  the  Blind 
at  Overbrook  also  has  a handsome  Kindergarten  Building, 
and  I trust  the  time  is  near  at  hand  when  the  little  blind 
children  in  this  section  of  the  State  will  enjoy  equal  privi- 
leges with  those  in  the  eastern  part. 
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THE  LITERARY  DEPARTMENT. 

The  work  in  this  department  compares  very  favorably 
with  the  work  done  in  the  public  schools  of  this  State.  The 
course  of  study  put  into  effect  last  session  has  worked  ad- 
mirably this  year,  and  we  have  been  enabled  to  grade  the 
school  better  than  ever  before.  The  majority  of  the  pupils 
have  been  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  study  and  have  re- 
sponded freely  to  the  instruction  of  their  teachers.  Special 
attention  has  been  paid  to  a course  in  business  for  the  high 
school  pupils  this  term.  We  have  found  by  experience  that 
many  of  the  blind  fail  in  their  work  after  leaving  school 
simply  because  of  their  ignorance  of  the  principles  of  com- 
mon business. 

The  Taylor  Printing  Office  has  proved  a great  boon  to 
this  department.  It  has  been  the  means  of  saving  a great 
deal  of  time  for  both  teachers  and  pupils  and  has  enabled 
us  to  place  in  the  hands  of  each  pupil  an  up-to-date  text 
book  from  which  to  study. 

The  Braille  Writers,  which  were  purchased  last  fall, 
have  been  the  means  of  facilitating  the  work  in  the  high 
school  classes,  and  the  whole  school  has  been  improved  in 
spelling  by  a prize  competition  in  that  subject  recently  held. 

The  Holmes-Schenley  Literary  Society  continues  to  be 
a valuable  adjunct  to  the  class-room  work. 

Typewriting  has  been  taught  to  a larger  number  of 
pupils  than  before,  and  every  child  in  school  now  has  the 
opportunity  of  learning  penmanship  after  the  third  grade. 
Every  encouragement  is  given  to  pupils  to  read  for  them- 
selves, but  as  our  supply  of  books  in  embossed  type  is  very 
limited,  we  have  not  been  able  to  supply  the  demand. 

To  Miss  Harris  and  her  assistants  great  credit  is  due 
for  the  excellent  showing  in  this  department.  They  have 
spared  neither  time  nor  pains  to  place  the  literary  work  of 
this  school  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  best  schools  in  the 
country. 

THE  MUSIC  DEPARTMENT. 

Since  the  re-organization  of  our  Music  Department  in 
the  Fall  of  1906,  music  has  been  made  one  of  the  strong 
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features  of  this  school.  Every  child  who  enters  is  given  an 
opportunity  to  study  music.  Those  who  show  no  ability  or 
aptitude  for  this  subject  are  dropped  from  the  department 
after  they  have  received  a fair  trial.  Instruction  is  given  in 
pipe-organ,  piano,  vocal,  cello,  violin,  theory  and  harmony. 
Systematic  instruction  in  Braille  music  is  given  and  fre- 
quent tests  are  made  of  the  pupils  ability  to  read  and  write 
their  own  music.  The  Taylor  printing  office  has  been  of 
much  service  to  this  department  also  in  furnishing  the 
pupils  with  embossed  music  in  Braille. 

The  work  done  by  our  chorus  classes  this  year  has 
been  unusually  good.  A number  of  difficult  anthems  and 
cantatas  have  been  mastered,  and  we  have  arranged  to  give 
a musical  evening  during  the  present  month  when  the  pupils 
will  present  the  Cantata,  “The  Village  Blacksmith,”  by 
Noyes,  and  the  Sacred  Motet,  “Gallia,”  by  Gounod. 

A larger  number  of  pupils  have  taken  up  the  violin  this 
year  than  heretofore  and  excellent  work  is  being  accom- 
plished in  this  division.  In  the  piano  division  the  beginning 
classes  have  made  remarkable  progress  in  technique. 

Our  pupils  have  missed  hearing  the  Pittsburgh  Orches- 
tra this  year,  as  all  the  Saturday  Afternoon  Concerts  have 
been  held  down-town  and  it  has  been  found  impossible  for 
them  to  attend.  They  have,  however,  enjoyed  the  Organ 
Recitals  given  in  the  Carnegie  Music  Hall,  and  they  have 
had  opportunities  of  attending  a number  of  concerts  and 
musical  entertainments  during  the  season. 

Two  new  pianos  have  been  purchased  during  the  year 
and  our  stock  of  other  musical  instruments  has  been  re- 
plenished. We  recently  purchased  a collection  of  musical 
books  and  standard  music,  and  with  these  we  have  made  an 
excellent  start  in  a musical  library  for  the  school.  We  hope 
that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  Pittsburgh  School 
can  offer  to  its  pupils  as  good  a musical  education  as  any 
blind  school  in  the  country,  but  to  do  this  we  need  extra 
facilities  in  the  way  of  equipment  and  a larger  musical 
library. 

There  have  been  a number  of  changes  made  in  the 
corps  of  teachers  in  this  department  since  my  last  report. 
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At  the  close  of  last  session,  it  was  decided  to  appoint  one 
resident  teacher  to  take  the  place  of  two  non-residents,  who 
gave  us  a limited  time  each  week,  one  in  teaching  violin  and 
the  other  piano.  These  two  positions  were  consolidated  and 
Miss  Jean  Howell,  a teacher  with  valuable  experience,  was 
appointed.  In  October  Miss  Cowan  resigned  on  account  of 
poor  health,  and  her  place  was  filled  by  the  appointment  of 
Miss  Daisy  Carlson,  a graduate  of  the  Pennsylvania  School 
for  the  Blind.  About  six  weeks  ago  Mr.  Broadberry,  our 
Musical  Director,  resigned,  and  he  was  succeeded  by  Mr. 
Wm.  L.  Mayer,  one  of  the  best  known  musicians  in  the  city. 

I cannot  conclude  the  report  of  this  department  with- 
out paying  tribute  to  the  efficiency,  earnestness  and  fidelity 
of  Mr.  Broadberry.  He  labored  indefatigably  to  systema- 
tize the  work  of  his  department  and  to  raise  the  musical 
standard  of  the  school.  He  was  a thorough  musician  and 
was  esteemed  by  both  teachers  and  pupils. 

In  our  new  Director,  we  find  a worthy  successor  to 
Mr.  Broadberry.  He  has  entered  upon  his  duties  with  en- 
thusiasm, which  promises  much  for  the  future  success  of 
the  department. 

THE  MANUAL  TRAINING  AND  INDUSTRIAL 
DEPARTMENT. 

The  value  of  industrial  training  for  the  blind  cannot  be 
questioned.  To  merely  give  our  pupils  an  intellectual  educa- 
tion without  training  their  hands,  whereby  they  may  become 
self-sustaining  after  leaving  school,  is  not  enough.  They 
should  be  equipped  to  fight  the  battle  of  life  with  the  knowl- 
edge of  some  trade  or  occupation. 

Industrial  conditions  have  changed  a great  deal  in  re- 
cent years  and  trades  which  were  once  profitable  for  the 
blind  are  no  longer  so,  and  we  have  to  consider  these 
changed  conditions  in  planning  the  industrial  education  of 
our  pupils.  We  are  constantly  on  the  alert  to  find  new 
occupations  for  them  which  they  can  pursue  and  which  will 
be  profitable  for  them.  The  blind  in  recent  years  have  been 
successful  as  telephone  operators  for  private  exchanges.  If 
we  could  possibly  arrange  it,  I would  suggest  that  a switch- 
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board  be  installed  in  our  Institution  and  a number  of  our 
pupils  trained  for  that  purpose.  Shampooing  and  massage 
have  also  been  found  profitable  occupations  for  the  blind. 
Our  course  in  business  will  help  in  training  the  boys  for  ex- 
pert salesmen.  Practical  experience  in  salesmanship  could 
be  obtained  if  we  had  a small  store  in  the  Institution. 

The  Sloyd  work,  which  was  started  last  year,  has  been 
conducted  to  good  advantage  this  session  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Miss  Griffith.  This  work  is  especially  suited  to  the 
blind.  It  exercises  and  trains  the  hands  and  at  the  same 
time  it  stimulates  and  develops  the  mind.  As  a foundation 
for  learning  trades,  it  cannot  be  surpassed. 

The  work  in  the  Broom  Shop  has  been  continued  under 
Mr.  Richard’s  care.  There  has  been  a falling  oil  in  the 
number  of  brooms  made  this  year  as  compared  with  last. 
This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  we  have  no  pupils  this 
session  who  spend  the  entire  day  in  the  broom  shop. 
All  are  taking  a literary  course,  and  only  spend  a por- 
tion of  each  day  there.  Instead  of  allowing  the  ad- 

vanced pupils  to  monopolize  the  machines  in  the  rush  to 
make  brooms,  we  have  allowed  each  boy  in  turn  to  take  a 
machine  and  receive  individual  instruction  in  tying  and 
sewing.  Three  boys  graduated  from  this  department  last 
session.  They  were  granted  diplomas  and,  in  addition,  were 
presented  with  pocket  credentials  bearing  the  seal  of  the 
school.  These  have  been  found  very  helpful  to  them  in 
soliciting  orders. 

In  the  Piano  Tuning  Division,  the  work  has  progressed 
systematically  and  a marked  improvement  in  the  knowledge 
and  skill  of  the  students  has  been  observed.  Mr.  Plamlin 
uses  the  latest  methods  of  tuning  in  his  instruction.  A new 
upright  piano  was  purchased  for  this  division  in  the  fall  and 
has  been  used  for  instruction  and  for  practice  work  among 
the  most  advanced  students.  Models  of  piano  action  have 
also  been  added  to  this  equipment. 

A glance  at  the  list  of  articles  made  in  our  girls’  work- 
room, which  will  be  found  in  Miss  Jacobs’  report,  will  show 
the  wide  range  of  the  work  done  by  our  girls.  Nearly  all 
of  the  table  cloths,  pillow  cases,  sheets,  towels  and  napkins 
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used  in  the  Institution  have  been  made  by  the  girls  under 
Miss  Jacobs’  direction.  The  new  course  of  study  in  this 
department  has  been  carried  out  successfully  this  year. 
Knitting,  crocheting,  hand  sewing,  machine  sewing,  bead 
work,  reed  and  raffia  work  have  been  taught.  All  stitches 
and  models  have  been  developed  scientifically.  Cutting  from 
pattern  and  making  of  different  garments  have  been  em- 
phasized this  year.  Three  of  the  girls  expect  to  graduate 
from  this  department  in  June. 

Many  of  our  girls  could  be  very  helpful  in  their  homes 
and  make  excellent  housekeepers  if  they  had  instruction  in 
“domestic  science.”  I trust  that  we  can  make  arrangements 
to  teach  this  important  branch  next  year.  In  equipping  our 
new  isolated  hospital,  arrangements  have  been  made  so  that 
it  can  be  used  for  this  purpose  when  not  needed  for  hospital 
uses. 

The  Industrial  Department  had  an  exhibit  at  the  Inter- 
State  Fair  at  Johnstown  in  October  and  was  awarded  First 
Honors  and  a Cash  Prize  of  Ten  Dollars.  The  girls’  fancy 
work  came  in  for  a large  share  of  the  honors  and  the  praise 
it  received  was  merited. 

HOUSEHOLD  DEPARTMENT. 

The  home  and  social  life  of  the  child  is  very  important, 
and  it  is  no  easy  matter  to  provide  for  the  physical  comfort 
and  enjoyment  of  a large  household  like  ours.  We  receive 
children  from  all  walks  in  life  and  numbers  of  them  have 
never  been  taught  to  care  for  themselves  or  have  ever  been 
amenable  to  proper  discipline.  It  requires  a great  deal  of 
labor,  patience,  tact  and  devotion  on  the  part  of  the  house- 
hold officers  to  give  these  little  ones  the  proper  home  train- 
ing and  to  make  them  familiar  with  the  usages  of  polite  so- 
ciety. A marked  improvement  has  been  noticed  this  year  in 
the  table  manners  of  our  pupils.  With  the  exception  of  the 
younger  ones,  all  are  now  able  to  use  the  knife  and  fork  at 
meals.  Pride  in  dress  and  personal  appearance  has  been  in- 
duced and  habits  of  cleanliness  inculcated. 

Through  the  generosity  of  the  father  of  one  of  our 
girls  at  Christmas,  we  were  able  to  purchase  a phonograph 
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and  records.  Since  that  time  our  children  have  spent  many- 
pleasant  hours  in  listening  to  the  music.  The  little  ones 
especially  are  delighted  with  it.  A number  of  our  friends 
from  the  outside  have  come  in  and  helped  to  entertain  our 
pupils  at  various  times,  and  throughout  the  year  our  chil- 
dren have  been  contented  and  happy. 

IMPROVEMENTS. 

Numerous  improvements  in  the  building  and  equipment 
have  been  made  during  the  year.  Among  the  most  import- 
ant that  have  not  been  mentioned  in  other  portions  of  this 
report  are  the  equipping  of  the  class-rooms  with  Pullman 
Automatic  Ventilators,  the  purchase  of  a power  potato 
peeler,  the  installation  of  direct  radiation  in  rooms  which 
could  not  be  properly  heated  by  the  indirect  system.  Put- 
ting glass  panels  in  the  basement  doors,  whitewashing  the 
walls  and  painting  the  ceilings  have  helped  to  make  the 
basement  much  lighter.  The  individual  lockers  placed  in  the 
boys’ dormitories  add  to  the  neatness  and  convenience  of  these 
rooms.  The  completion  of  our  isolated  hospital,  the  original 
plans  of  which  were  modified  to  include  a diet  kitchen 
and  nurse’s  room,  facilitates  greatly  our  care  of  contagious 
cases.  The  changing  of  our  outside  door  so  as  to  open  out- 
wards and  the  fire  drills  that  have  been  given,  tend  to  les- 
sen the  danger  should  fire  break  out.  New  conductors  have 
been  placed  on  the  main  and  laundry  buildings  and  a new 
hot  water  tank  has  been  installed  for  the  laundry. 

THE  CHAS.  L.  TAYLOR  PRINTING  OFFICE. 

Through  the  generosity  of  Mr.  Chas.  L.  Taylor,  a 
member  of  our  Board  of  Directors,  we  were  enabled  at  the 
beginning  of  the  present  session  to  furnish  and  equip  a 
printing  office  to  emboss  books  in  Braille.  The  establish- 
ment of  this  printing  office  has  been  one  of  the  most  pro- 
gressive steps  taken  by  the  Institution  during  the  year.  Our 
work  in  previous  years  had  been  hindered  by  lack  of  suit- 
able text  books  and  to  a certain  extent  we  had  to  suit  our 
teaching  to  the  books  which  could  be  obtained  in  embossed 
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print.  With  our  printing  office  we  can  now  put  into  the 
hands  of  our  pupils  up-to-date  texts,  and  a great  deal  of 
time  which  was  formerly  spent  in  dictation  has  been  saved 
to  both  teachers  and  pupils.  The  advanced  sheets  of  a num- 
ber of  books  have  been  used  in  the  daily  work  of  the  class- 
room. Not  only  has  the  literary  department  benefited  by 
the  change  but  also  the  music  department.  The  Choruses, 
Cantatas,  etc.,  used  by  our  pupils  this  year  have  been  printed 
in  the  Braille  musical  notation.  Maps  have  been  embossed 
also  by  means  of  our  new  map-maker.  The  following  books 
have  been  embossed  in  Braille : 

"‘Civil  Government,”  by  Dawes. 

“High  School  Physics,”  by  Carhart  and  Chute. 

“United  States  History  for  Young  Readers,”  by  Davis. 

“Treasury  of  General  Knowledge,”  by  Doener. 

“The  Village  Blacksmith,”  a Cantata,  and  “Gallia,”  a 
sacred  Motet,  have  also  been  embossed. 

A great  deal  of  the  stereotyping  has  been  done  by  the 
teachers,  and  nine  of  the  more  advanced  pupils  have  learned 
to  use  the  stereotype  machine  with  a fair  degree  of  rapidity. 

TEACHERS’  ASSOCIATION. 

The  Association  formed  by  our  teachers  last  fall  has 
proved  very  valuable  to  the  school.  Regular  meetings  have 
been  held  and  subjects  of  vital  interest  to  our  work  have 
been  discussed.  Difficulties  encountered  in  the  daily  class- 
room work  have  been  presented  and  ideas  and  suggestions 
exchanged  with  the  view  of  aiding  and  improving  the  work 
of  the  school. 

Facilities  for  study  and  research  in  matters  pertaining 
to  the  blind  have  been  afforded  the  Association  by  the  action 
of  your  Board  at  a recent  meeting  in  appropriating  the  pro- 
ceeds of  two  legacies  for  establishing  a library.  One  of  the 
legacies  for  $500  will  be  used  in  starting  the  library  and 
the  other  for  $1,000  will  be  invested  and  the  interest  used 
in  making  additions  thereto.  It  has  been  decided  to  name 
the  library  the  “Howe-Sneathen  Library”  in  honor  of  the 
two  philanthropic  women  who  so  kindly  remembered  us  in 
their  wills. 
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COMMENCEMENT  EXERCISES. 

The  Commencement  Exercises  were  held  on  the  even- 
ing of  June  eleventh  in  our  chapel.  Three  young  men  were 
graduated  from  the  Industrial  Department  and  were  grant- 
ed diplomas.  The  diplomas  were  presented  to  the  graduates 
by  the  Hon.  H.  Kirke  Porter,  who  gave  them  some  very 
helpful  advice  and  encouragement.  The  address  of  the 
evening  was  given  by  Col.  Samuel  Harden  Church  to 
a large  and  appreciative  audience.  One  of  the  feat- 
ures of  the  occasion  was  the  presenting  of  a scene  from  the 
Merchant  of  Venice  by  our  older  pupils.  Favorable  criti- 
cism was  made  of  the  dramatic  talent  displayed. 

The  following  is  the  program  which  was  rendered : 

COMMENCEMENT  EXERCISES.  TUESDAY,  JUNE  It. 

Eight-Fifteen  O’Clock  P.  M. 


PART  FIRST. 

I  Hymn — “Praise  My  Soul” Haydn 

School  Chorus 


2  Invocation 


Rev.  W.  J.  Reid 

3  Organ — “Allegro-Fanfare” 

Jennie  Snyder 


Collin 


4  Chorus — “Glorious  Is  Thy  Name”  . . 

Senior  Chorus 


. Mozart 


5 Piano — “Second  Mazurka,”  Opus  54 Godard 

Henry  Harty 

6 Trial  Scene  from  the  Merchant  of  Venice Shakespeare 

Cast  of  Characters 

Duke  of  Venice Harold  Guy  Nickeson 

Antonio,  merchant Thomas  Boylan 

Bassanio,  his  kinsman  and  friend  . . . .Samuel  G.  Rowe 
Gratiano,  friend  to  Antonio  and  Bassanio.  .Henry  Harty 

Shylock,  a Jew William  H.  McNally 

Portia,  a rich  heiress May  H.  Levy 

Nerissa,  her  waiting  maid Elsie  May  Vath 

Clerk  of  Court William  McKinley  Chisholm 
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PART  SECOND. 

7 Chorus — “The  Miller’s  Wooing” Faning 

Senior  Chorus 

8 Piano — “Polonaise,”  Op.  40,  No.  1 Chopin 

Thomas  Boylan 

9 Male  Chorus — “Good  Night” Parks 

Boys’  Glee  Club 

10  Piano  Duette — a Spanish  Dances,  Op.  12,  No.  1 . . Moszkowski 
b Norwegian  Dance,  Op.  35,  No.  2 Grieg 


Mary  Hays  and  Jennie  Snyder 

11  Address 

Col.  Samuel  Harden  Church 

12  Presentation  of  Diplomas 

Hon.  H.  Kirke  Porter 


1 3  Organ — a “Siciliano” Hopkins 

b “Toccata”  (Finale) Dubois 


George  Reichenberger 

On  the  evening  of  June  seventh,  the  Junior  pupils  ren- 
dered the  following  program : 

CLOSING  ENTERTAINMENT.  FRIDAY,  JUNE  7. 


Eight  O’Clock  P.  M. 

PART  FIRST. 

1 Violin  Trio — “Iola  Intermezzo” Johnson 

Fred  Block,  Henry  Harty,  Christopher  Smoke 

2 Chorus — “School  Days” Dillon 

Junior  Chorus 

3 Organ  Solo — Prelude  and  Fugue  Book  1,  No.  8 Bach 

Marie  Roth 

4 Seven  Little  Brownies Coverley 

Class  of  Small  Children 

5 Piano  Duette — Op.  51,  No.  1 Schubert 

Martha  Bates  and  May  Levy 

6 Dumb  Bell  Drill 

Class  of  Small  Boys 
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7 Doll’s  Lullaby Coverley 

Martha  Bowers,  Sarah  Might  and  Margaret  Golphin 

8 Piano  Solo — Polish  Dance,  Op.  3,  No.  1 Scharwenka 


Florence  McHenry 

9  Physical  Culture  Drill 

Class  of  Small  Girls 

PART  SECOND. 

Chorus — “Song  of  the  Vikings” Failing 

Senior  Chorus 

Piano  Quartette — “Dance  of  the  Bajaderes,”  Op.  58  . . . . Frank 
First  Piano — Lulu  Trainor  and  Kathleen  Tragessor 
Second  Piano — Ernest  Scott  and  Christopher  Smoke 

Mother  Goose’s  Goslings Guptill 

Class  of  Small  Children 

Male  Chorus — “Old  Mother  Hubbard” Ashford 

Boys’  Glee  Club 

Wand  Drill 

Senior  Girls 

Duette — “Le  Bal  d’Enfants” Terschak 

Mary  Hunter  and  McKinley  Chisholm 

Dumb  Bell  Drill 

Senior  Boys 

17  Organ  Solo — “Cavatina” Raff 

THE  ADULT  BLIND. 

Knowing  your  deep  interest  in  everything  pertaining  to 
the  blind  as  a class,  I take  the  liberty  of  calling  your  atten- 
tion to  the  condition  and  needs  of  the  adult  blind  in  this 
section  of  the  State.  More  than  two-thirds  of  the  blind 
lose  their  sight  after  school  age  has  passed.  They  are  left 
in  darkness  and  in  most  cases  in  a state  of  despondency  and 
helplessness.  They  have  no  knowledge  of  a trade  whereby 
they  can  support  themselves  and  the  condition  of  many  of 
them  is  pitiable  in  the  extreme.  Last  November  the  Penn- 
sylvania Home  Teaching  Society  sent  a home  teacher  to 
Pittsburgh  to  instruct  the  adult  blind  in  reading.  This 
teacher,  Miss  Margaret  Quirk,  has  done  excellent  work  in 
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stirring  up  their  ambition  and  in  instructing  them  in  Moon, 
the  type  used  by  the  adult  blind.  Unfortunately  there  are 
no  books  in  the  Moon  type  in  Pittsburgh  except  what  the 
Philadelphia  Free  Library  sends  us.  This  ought  not  to  be. 
We  should  have  an  adequate  supply  of  embossed  books  in 
Pittsburgh,  preferably  at  the  Carnegie  Library,  to  which  the 
blind  should  have  access. 

There  should  also  be  some  means  provided  whereby  the 
adult  blind  could  be  taught  a trade  or  occupation.  For  many 
reasons  it  is  not  advisable  to  admit  them  into  an  institution 
where  the  younger  children  would  be  associated  with  them. 
In  Philadelphia  there  is  a Home  for  Working  Blind  Men 
and  a similar  home  for  women.  Both  homes  are  crowded 
and  there  is  a long  waiting  list.  In  New  York  there  is  an 
association,  started  by  the  Misses  Holt,  which  provides  em- 
ployment in  workshops  and  at  home  for  blind  men  and  wo- 
men. This  association  is  doing  a splendid  work  for  the 
blind  of  New  York.  In  Boston  there  is  an  Association  for 
Promoting  the  Interest  of  the  Blind  of  Massachusetts,  and 
in  several  other  cities  in  the  East  there  are  similar  associa- 
tions. In  Pittsburgh  we  should  have  such  an  organization 
which  would  provide  means  of  employment  for  the  blind 
of  this  city  and  this  portion  of  the  State. 

Through  our  field  officer  we  are  keeping  in  touch  with 
the  former  pupils  and  graduates  of  this  school.  He  has 
visited  a large  number  of  them  and  encouraged  them  in 
their  work.  He  should  visit  them  at  least  twice  a year  and 
interest  the  people  of  the  community  in  them.  We  have 
been  able  to  help  a number  of  our  former  pupils  this  year 
by  selling  them  brooms  at  cost,  which  they  disposed  of  at  a 
good  profit  to  their  regular  customers. 

CONCLUSION. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  call  attention  to  the  reports  of 
the  heads  of  departments  that  are  attached  to  this  report. 
They  enter  fully  into  detail  of  the  work  done  in  each  de- 
partment, and  the  results  shown  are  very  encouraging. 

I desire  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  work  done 
by  teachers,  officers  and  pupils.  There  has  been  harmonious 
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co-operation  in  the  work  of  the  year  and  there  has  been 
loyalty  and  devotion  shown  to  the  school  and  its  manage- 
ment. 

I desire  also  to  thank  you,  gentlemen  of  the  Board,  for 
the  deep  interest  you  have  taken  in  the  welfare  of  the  In- 
stitution, for  the  counsel,  advice  and  encouragement  so  read- 
ily given  me  and  for  the  confidence  you  have  shown  in  me 
in  so  heartily  endorsing  every  plan  and  suggestion  I have 
made  which  would  tend  to  raise  our  Institution  to  the  front 
ranks.  Respectfully, 

Thos.  S.  McAloney, 

Superintendent. 
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Import  of  prutrijral  of  Sitmtry  lepartment 


Mr.  Thos.  S.  McAloney,  Superintendent. 

Dear  Sir  : — All  efforts  in  the  Literary  Department  for 
the  present  year  have  been  towards  perfecting  the  plans  of 
last  year’s  reorganization.  Considering  the  difficulties  aris- 
ing from  long  quarantine  regulations  and  a heavy  percent- 
age of  absence  in  the  first  term  of  this  year,  we  feel  that 
considerable  has  been  accomplished  to  further  the  work  in 
the  future,  but  our  ideal  has  not  nearly  been  attained. 

This  has  been  the  year  of  the  largest  enrollment  in  the 
history  of  the  school,  and  the  courses  of  study  and  the  num- 
ber of  pupils  in  each  are  as  follows : 


Kindergarten 

U.  S.  History  .... 

..  ..  54 

Spelling 

. 121 

English  History  . . 

. . ..  8 

Braille  Reading 

. 121 

General  History  . . 

..  ..  8 

Braille  Writing 

. 121 

Physiology 

..  ..  7 

Arithmetic 

. IOI 

Typewriting  . . . . 

. . . . 19 

Language  

• 55 

Algebra  

Penmanship 

• 54 

Business  Forms  . . 

. . ..  15 

Political  Geography  . . . 

• 49 

Civil  Government  . 

. . . 16 

General  Knowledge  . . . 

• 30 

Physics 

..  ..  15 

English  Grammar  . . . 

• 38 

Stereotyping  . . . . 

. . . . 9 

Composition 

• 53 

The  Kindergarten 

class 

has  grown  from 

eleven  to 

twenty  members,  and  has  expanded  along  Kindergarten  lines 
not  attempted  last  year.  It  is  hoped  that  more  attention 
can  be  given  next  year  to  suggestions  that  may  be  awakened 
by  the  various  holiday  seasons  and  the  birthdays  of  noted 
persons  whose  names  are  household  words. 

Reading  and  spelling  have  received  unusual  attention. 
Two  Spelling  Matches,  held  in  the  chapel  near  the  close  of 
April,  showed  that  the  pupils  from  the  third  grade  to  the 
tenth  inclusive  were  making  commendable  progress  in  their 
efforts  to  master  the  perplexities  of  English  orthography. 
Five  pupils  from  the  higher  classes  came  out  of  the  contest 
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victorious,  and  each  received  a new  one  dollar  bill  and  the 
following  books  in  New  York  Point: 

Henry  Harty,  “Thackeray’s  Four  Georges.” 

Jennie  S.  Snyder,  “Lessons  in  Musical  History.” 

May  H.  Levy,  “Song  of  Hiawatha.” 

Autumn  S.  Drake,  “Song  of  Hiawatha.” 

Thomas  Patsky,  “Warren  Hastings.” 

In  the  intermediate  grades,  Daniel  James  won  the  in- 
tended prize — “The  Gospel  of  St.  Matthew,”  but  two  little 
boys  contested  so  long  for  the  same  that  their  efforts  com- 
pelled recognition,  and  Willie  Heise  received  one  dollar  and 
Guy  C.  Craig,  fifty  cents. 

Promotions  made  in  June,  1907,  and  the  following  Feb- 
ruary, on  an  average  of  at  least  80  per  cent,  in  daily  work 
for  the  term,  have  furnished  a much  more  satisfactory  classi- 
fication in  all  literary  subjects.  The  introduction  of  Milne’s 
Arithmetical  series  will  undoubtedly  aid  in  systematizing 
the  mathematical  line  of  our  work. 

Pupils  in  all  grades  from  the  second  to  the  sixth  grade 
are  manifesting  a growing  interest  in  general  reading.  Since 
only  a very  few  can  read  the  New  York  Point  and  from  the 
fact  that  our  American  Braille  is  very  limited  in  the  num- 
ber of  volumes,  teachers  and  pupils  earnestly  hope  for  quite 
an  addition  to  the  American  Braille  department  of  the 
pupils’  library  by  next  September. 

For  two  years  we  have  tried  seating  two  classes  above 
the  third  grade  at  tables,  and  from  observation  of  results, 
have  decided  that  the  use  of  desks  suited  to  the  majority  of 
the  class  is  preferable  for  three  reasons : Better  position  of 
body  can  be  maintained.  Pupils  have  better  facilities  for 
keeping  their  papers,  books,  and  slates  in  a neat  manner. 
There  is  no  objectionable  noise  from  the  moving  of  chairs 
every  time  change  of  position  is  required. 

Teachers  and  pupils  have  enjoyed  greatly  the  plants 
that  you  had  placed  so  neatly  in  the  school  rooms  last  fall. 

The  exhibition  of  practical  work  of  the  class-rooms  by 
means  of  a “Special  Visitors’  Day”  every  month  has  im- 
pressed a majority  of  our  pupils  with  the  necessity  of  care- 
ful daily  preparation  to  secure  ease  and  confidence  they  wish 
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to  exhibit  before  their  friends.  Then  to  show  the  public 
that  the  Institution  is  not  an  '‘Asylum,”  but  a school  doing 
work  similar  to  that  done  by  the  brothers,  sisters  and  friends 
of  our  pupils,  has  been  an  inspiration  to  our  progressive  stu- 
tends  and,  we  hope,  a convincing  statement  to  many  who 
have  never  acquainted  themselves  with  the  work  of  such 
schools. 

The  Faculty  meetings  organized  last  February  should 
become  of  much  value  in  systematizing  the  work  of  the 
Literary  Department  by  seeking  the  best  means  to  make  the 
product  of  each  grade  an  individual  link  in  the  chain  of 
instruction  from  the  Kindergarten  to  the  High  School  in- 
clusive. Such  a system  would  prevent  an  unnecessary  ex- 
penditure of  time,  labor  and  patience  on  the  part  of  teachers 
and  pupils. 

The  most  helpful  factor  in  the  work  of  the  school,  and 
especially  in  the  High  School  department,  has  been  Mr. 
Charles  L.  Taylor’s  gift  of  a Printing  Press,  by  means  of 
which  each  pupil  has  had  individual  copies  of  very  interest- 
ing and  late  books  on  Civil  Government  and  Physics — 
neither  of  which  is  to  be  found  in  any  system  of  print  used 
by  the  blind.  The  Printing  Press  makes  it  an  easy  task  for 
our  pupils  now  to  take  two  pages  to  one  under  the  old  sys- 
tem. “He  who  makes  two  blades  of  grass  to  grow  where 
only  one  grew”  is  a benefactor  to  any  community,  and  our 
school  most  thoroughly  appreciates  the  opportunities  offered 
by  the  possession  of  so  helpful  an  agent. 

Very  respectfully, 

Ora  H.  J.  Harris, 

Principal. 
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import  nf  Stmtor  of  Mum 

Mr.  Thos.  S.  McAloney,  Superintendent. 

Dear  Sir: — My  assumption  of  the  duties  of  Director 
of  the  Music  Department  in  March,  vice  Mr.  G.  R.  Broad- 
berry  resigned,  being  of  such  recent  date,  it  is  logical  that 
I cannot  speak  comparatively  of  conditions  in  this  branch  of 
the  Institution  with  the  past  history  as  a basis. 

Careful  scrutiny  of  the  methods  followed,  the  system 
and  in  short  the  working  details  throughout  the  department, 
places  me  in  a position  to  approve  the  initial  steps  taken  by 
my  predecessor  toward  the  development  of  a course  of  study 
especially  adapted  to  the  needs  of  the  blind,  imparting  tech- 
nical excellence  and  a practical  repertoire. 

After  consulting  with  the  staff  of  teachers  and  con- 
sidering how  recently  the  systematizing  of  the  Department 
had  been  undertaken,  I have  concluded  that  it  would  not  be 
practical  to  submit  a specific  list  of  composers  and  works, 
classified  in  serial  order  to  constitute  our  Course.  Such  a 
list  can  only  be  developed  gradually  and  to  this  end  we  re- 
quire the  necessary  time  for  actual  experience. 

We  can,  however,  by  comparison  with  other  depart- 
ments, delineate  a working  plan,  using  the  basis  of  reason- 
able possibility  for  computation.  In  carrying  out  this  work- 
ing plan,  the  advisability  of  directing  one  or  another  Etude, 
etc.,  will  manifest  itself  in  a practical  and  absolute  manner, 
so  that  eventually  a specific  segregation  of  the  various  peri- 
ods and  their  subjects  will  be  evolved.  This  evolution  will 
naturally  lead  us  to  the  possession  of  a Course  with  texts, 
the  effects  of  which  we  shall  know  are  materially  correct 
and  not  merely  of  imaginary  ideality. 

The  outline  course  and  its  division  recommended  is  as 
follows : 


THE  CHAPEL 
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ELEMENTARY  DIVISION. 

Students  taught  in  classes — Daily  lessons. 

Subjects : 

Development  of  Finger  control. 

Primary  principles  of  Rhythm.  Note  Values. 

Graduated  Finger  Exercises. 

Two,  Three,  Four  and  Five  Finger  Movements. 

Study  of  Keyboard. 

Exercises  in  Location. 

Exercises  in  Expansion  and  Contraction  of  Fingers. 
Exercises  in  Double  Notes,  Thirds,  Fourths,  Fifths  and  Sixths. 
Exercises  in  striking  Triads. 

■Formation  of  Major  Scales. 

Preparatory  Exercises — Passing  of  Fingers. 

Formation  of  Major  Scales. 

This  division  is  to  consist  of  four  grades,  each  grade 
requiring  one  year’s  work,  or  four  years  in  all.  During  this 
time  the  students’  interest  will  be  stimulated  by  carefully 
selected  melodious  studies,  pieces  and  duetts. 

INTERMEDIATE  DIVISION. 

Individual  Lessons. 

Scale  Preparation. 

Crossing  Exercises. 

Scale  Passages. 

Major  and  Minor  Scales. 

Unison — Parallel. 

Unison — Contrary. 

Thirds. 

Sixths. 

Trill  Studies 
Touch. 

Wrist  Exercises 

Double  and  Triple  Finger  Exercises. 

Octave  Preparation. 

Chord  Studies. 

Arpeggi 

In  the  development  of  these  subjects  Studies  by  Koeh- 
ler, Loeschhorn,  Duvernoy,  Czerny,  Gurlitt,  Berens,  Brauer 
and  Jensen  will  be  employed.  Also  Clementi  and  Haydn 
Sonatinas;  and  in  addition: — Selections  for  performance 
from  the  works  of  Heller,  Schubert,  Chaminade,  Excerpts 
from  Mozart  Sonatas,  Sinding,  Jensen,  etc.,  etc. 
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This  division  will  also  consist  of  four  grades,  with  the 
work  in  each  grade  occupying  one  year : 

ADVANCED  DIVISION. 

Trill  Studies,  completed. 

Perfection  of  Scales. 

Chromatic  Scale  in  Thirds  and  Sixths — single  and  double. 

Arpeggios — Major  and  Minor  Chords. 

Dominant  and  Diminished  Seventh  Chords. 

Octave  Studies. 

Transposition. 

Finishing  and  Velocity  Studies. 

Etudes  selected  from  the  works  of — 

Cramer,  Czerny,  Bach,  Moscheles,  Clementi,  Gradus  ad  Parnas- 
sum,  Saint  Saens,  etc. 

Selections  for  public  performance  from  the  works  of — 

Bach,  Liszt,  Beethoven,  Chopin,  Grieg,  Mendelssohn,  Moskowski, 
Rubinstein,  Schumann,  Schubert,  etc.,  etc. 

Students  who  have  passed  a test  of  the  prescribed 
works  satisfactorily,  will  be  given  Diploma  of  Graduation 
certifying  to  Proficiency  and  Graduation  from  the  Student’s 
Grade  of  the  Institution.  Each  graduate  must  give  a public 
performance  at  the  Institution  or  under  the  official  auspices 
of  the  department. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  we  should  provide  also  an  “Artist’s 
Course.”  The  object  of  this  Course  would  be  to  prepare 
the  graduates  for  Concert-Recital  Work,  fitting  them  with 
a complete  repertoire  and  cultivating  interpretation,  analysis 
and,  in  short,  all  qualifications  essential  to  the  artist-pianist. 

Students  who  have  graduated  from  the  “Student’s 
Grade”  and  enter  the  “Artist’s  Course”  will  be  given  prac- 
tical experience  in  teaching  by  association  with  the  staff 
teachers  in  carrying  on  the  department  and  also  by  appoint- 
ments as  “pupil  teachers”  for  minor  grades.  In  this  way 
both  the  Students  and  Institution  will  be  benefited. 

It  will  be  noted  that  no  specified  time  is  set  for  the 
completion  of  the  Advanced  and  Artist  Divisions.  The  rea- 
son for  this  is  simply  that  the  length  of  time  will  regulate 
itself  in  accordance  with  the  natural  talent  and  intensity  of 
application  on  the  part  of  the  student. 
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Concurrent  with  the  Piano  Course  the  Theory  Course 
is  to  be  divided  through  the  Elementary,  Intermediate  and 
Advanced  Divisions  in  such  a manner  as  to  insure  thorough 
understanding  and  clear  insight.  The  idea  is  to  cover  a 
very  little  at  the  time  but  to  cover  that  well. 

The  Violin  Division  of  the  Department  represents  a 
very  difficult  problem.  All  the  conditions  must  be  con- 
sidered and  when  they  are  understood,  the  results  accom- 
plished in  this  division  will  be  more  readily  appreciated. 
Progress  cannot  be  measured  by  the  standards  of  the  see- 
ing. With  the  blind  the  patience  required  on  the  part  of 
both  teacher  and  pupil  is  tremendous.  However,  there  is 
no  question,  but  that  our  work  will  compare  favorably  with 
that  of  similar  institutions.  The  pupils  seem  to  have  a keen 
interest  and  respond  to  their  instructions  with  all  possible 
alacrity. 

The  Braille  Music  Division  is  a magnificent  aid  to  the 
Department  and  its  pupils.  Without  it  the  energy  expend- 
ed in  imparting  a musical  education  to  the  blind  would  be 
akin  to  the  energy  expended  in  building  upon  sand.  This 
division  has  given  a good  account  of  itself  and  benefited  all 
branches  of  music  in  the  Institution. 

The  Pipe  Organ  and  Vocal  Divisions  are  in  excellent 
condition. 

Personally  I appreciate  the  general  conditions  of  ap- 
plication and  interest  on  the  part  of  the  pupils  and  the  en- 
thusiasm of  the  teachers  in  the  department  and  it  affords 
me  great  pleasure  to  call  attention  thereto. 

In  the  interest  of  the  Department  I would  suggest  that 
one  or  two  pianos  be  purchased  with  Pedal  Keyboard  at- 
tachments for  use  of  Pipe-Organ  students.  With  the  num- 
ber of  Organ  students  continually  increasing,  we  must  pro- 
vide opportunity  for  pedal  practice,  which  at  present  is 
limited  to  the  Organ  entirely. 

Another  subject  for  your  consideration,  which  I would 
suggest,  relates  to  the  present  location  of  the  organ  donated 
by  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie.  When  this  gift  was  placed,  Mr. 
R.  A.  Franks  and  myself,  representing  Mr.  Carnegie,  re- 
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ceived  instructions  from  the  then  Superintendent  as  to 
where  it  should  be  located.  At  the  time  I advocated  that 
the  instrument  be  placed  in  the  center  of  the  chapel  at  the 
rear  of  the  stage  with  the  console  in  the  aisle.  This  was  un- 
questionably the  proper  location.  However,  as  we  were 
not  in  a position  to  dictate,  the  instrument  was  placed  where 
it  is,  as  directed.  It  should  be  removed. 

At  present  it  reduces  the  stage  room,  obstructs  the  per- 
spective, and  for  the  accompaniment  of  choral  perform- 
ances places  the  organist  in  a most  undesirable  position,  off 
to  one  side  of  the  chorus,  the  majority  of  which  is  hidden 
behind  the  corner  of  the  instrument. 

This  error  of  judgment — no  doubt  made  in  good  faith 
by  the  management  at  that  time — should  be  corrected  as  soon 
as  possible. 

Furthermore,  it  would  seem  desirable  to  introduce  the 
teaching  on  orchestral  instruments  for  the  purpose  of 
eventually  forming  an  orchestra  consisting  of  pupils  of  the 
Institution. 

Such  an  adjunct  would  aid  materially  the  promotion  of 
social  enjoyment  as  well  as  stimulate  the  efforts  of  the  stu- 
dents. 

At  the  present  writing  we  are  preparing  for  the  First 
Annual  Concert  given  in  the  history  of  the  Institution  strict- 
ly by  the  pupils  of  the  Music  Department,  and  it  is  in  con- 
nection with  the  energetic  efforts  being  made  in  this  behalf 
that  opportunity  has  been  given  to  judge  of  the  possibilities 
of  the  Musical  Department  of  the  Institution.  The  pros- 
pects are  extremely  favorable,  the  work  of  the  past  having 
been  well  done. 

The  enrollment  of  the  Department  for  this  year  up  to 
May  first  is  as  follows : 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Piano,  Advanced 

8 

7 

15 

Piano,  Intermediate 

15 

13 

28 

Piano,  Elementary 

25 

18 

43 

Pipe  Organ 

4 

6 

Voice  Culture 

0 

2 

Senior  Chorus 

25 

19 

44 

Junior  Chorus 

36 

22 

58 

43 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Theory,  Advanced 

ii 

9 

20 

Theory,  Intermediate 

13 

9 

22 

Violin 

23 

9 

32 

Cello 

1 

O 

1 

Braille  Music 

18 

1 7 

35 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  L.  Mayer, 

Director . 
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Import  of  tb?  Hepariomtt  of  pigstral  Ouratum 

Mr.  Thos.  S.  McAloney,  Superintendent. 

Dear  Sir: — Complying  with  your  request,  I hereby 
submit  report  of  the  above  department  for  school  session 
1907-1908.  Our  work  during  the  past  school  term  has  been 
similar  to  that  of  last,  except  the  portion  devoted  to  out- 
door exercises,  which  lasted  until  cold  weather  invited  us 
to  resume  our  work  under  cover,  where  we  proceeded  to 
follow  the  course  as  laid  down  at  beginning  of  last  term. 

In  my  last  year’s  report,  I mentioned  the  percentage  of 
pupils  who  had  come  up  through  the  different  grades  with 
noticeable  deformities,  due  to  their  physical  welfare  being 
neglected.  I can  report  that  since  then,  with  the  exception 
of  extreme  cases,  most  every  one  shows  the  effect  of  this 
Avork. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils  over  that  of  last 
year  necessitated  an  addition  of  two  classes  to  this  depart- 
ment. The  classes  were  organized  Monday  following  the 
opening  of  school,  total  enrollment  for  the  term  being  120 
— against  84  for  that  of  last.  The  classes  are  divided  as 
follows — Kindergarten  Girls,  Kindergarten  Boys,  Primary 
and  Intermediate  Girls,  Primary  and  Intermediate  Boys, 
Junior  and  Senior  Girls,  Junior  and  Senior  Boys. 

By  our  work  being  similar  to  that  of  last  year,  you 
will  understand  that  the  exercises  given  are  the  outgrowth 
of  the  preceding  ones.  Each  period  contains  exercises  for 
all  parts  of  the  body,  which  naturally  results  in  frequent 
repetition  of  movements.  It  is  only  by  constant  repetitions 
that  the  blind  can  hope  to  acquire  and  maintain  the  correct 
position  in  all  exercises. 

Additional  lessons  in  moving  exercises,  including  plain 
marching  and  intricate  drill  work,  have  also  been  a part  of 
our  programme  for  Special  Visitors’  Days  and  evening 
entertainments. 


ON  THE  ATHLETIC  FIELD — THE  B1IOAD  JUMP 
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The  Kindergarten  classes,  girls  numbering  eight,  young- 
est six,  boys  numbering  twenty,  youngest  six,  have  periods 
of  fifteen  minutes  duration.  Their  work  consists  chiefly  of 
games  or  plays  arranged  with  reference  to  their  gymnastic 
value.  The  chief  object  of  marching  in  these  classes  is 
recreation. 

In  connection  with  the  corrective  free  work  as  well  as 
light  gymnastics,  the  Primary  and  Intermediate  Classes  of 
Boys  and  Girls  have  been  paying  special  attention  to  posi- 
tion exercises.  The  pupils  in  these  classes  range  in  age 
from  ten  to  sixteen.  These  exercises  are  given  that  all 
faulty  positions  and  incorrect  attitudes  may  be  remedied. 
By  being  able  to  assume  a variety  of  positions  of  the  arms 
in  connection  with  position  exercises,  the  results  are  beyond 
measure.  It  broadens  the  chest,  straightens  the  spine,  lifts 
the  organs  of  the  body  into  their  correct  position,  thereby 
causing  the  child  to  assume  an  attitude  of  self-command, 
integrity  and  confidence,  qualities  which  cannot  be  instilled 
into  the  child  at  too  early  an  age.  The  object  and  aim  of  all 
these  exercises  is  the  production  and  keeping  up  of  a sound 
and  well  balanced  organism,  making  the  work  of  such  a 
nature  as  will  call  up  emotions  of  pleasure,  giving  buoyancy 
to  the  mind,  as  well  as  strength  and  power  to  the  muscular 
system. 

The  work  of  the  Junior  and  Senior  Classes  of  girls 
and  boys  include  the  essentials  of  the  preceding  classes, 
aiming  to  choose  each  exercise  with  special  reference  to  its 
future  use  and  to  make  every  one  of  demonstrable  value,  so 
that  their  mental  as  well  as  their  physical  needs  may  share 
in  the  benefits  derived  therefrom.  Knowing  that  the  de- 
velopment of  the  mind  is  assisted  by  everything  that  helps 
to  make  a strong  and  healthy  body,  I have  endeavored  to 
make  the  work  of  these  classes  more  complex  in  order  that 
the  brain  and  nerve  centers  might  act  with  greater  precision, 
as  it  is  at  this  age  and  period  of  the  student’s  life  that  the 
greater  number  of  brain  centers  are  called  into  activity; 
hence,  the  more  complex  the  movement,  the  larger  the  num- 
ber of  brain  centers  affected  and  the  greater  the  develop- 
ment. 
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The  work  with  dumb-bells  and  wands  has  been  the  fol- 
lowing out  of  a series  of  exercises,  making  each  one  pro- 
gressive and,  as  near  as  possible,  complete  in  itself.  This  is 
especially  commendable  as  it  awakens  in  the  classes  a quick, 
accurate  and  decided  action,  as  well  as  form  and  position.  I 
would  suggest  for  another  year  that  part  of  the  exercises 
be  accompanied  by  music.  The  execution  of  all  movements 
in  rhythm  instill  and  develop  in  the  pupils  preciseness  of 
motion,  thus  training  the  body  to  express  the  mind.  They 
tend  to  give  rythmic  and  graceful  motions,  also  to  cultivate 
in  them  a sense  of  ease  and  a love  of  unity. 

The  field  work  has  aroused  considerable  enthusiasm 
among  our  boys.  This  being  their  first  venture  in  out-door 
athletics,  my  chief  object  has  been  to  teach  them  what  to 
do  and  how  to  exercise  that  they  may  derive  the  most  bene- 
fit. We  hope  to  be  able  by  the  close  of  school  to  move  with 
greater  ease  and  agility  than  heretofore.  The  work  has 
been  principally  running,  jumping  and  putting  of  shot. 

In  outdoor  as  well  as  indoor  work,  the  purpose  is  to 
giiide  the  movements  of  the  body  so  that  the  pupils’  welfare, 
both  mentally  and  physically,  will  be  assured. 

Thanking  you  very  much  for  your  valued  assistance,  as 
well  as  for  the  anticipation  and  fulfillment  of  our  needs, 
I am  Respectfully, 

Randolph  R.  Pratt, 

Director. 
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(girla’  dlttfcufitrial  lepartmnrt 


Mr.  Thos.  S.  McAloney,  Superintendent. 

Dear  Sir: — In  submitting  the  report  of  the  Girls’  In- 
dustrial Department,  for  the  year  closing  April  30th,  1908, 
permit  me  to  say  that  the  work  has  been  conducted  along 
strictly  educational  lines,  and  most  gratifying  results  are 
apparent,  in  the  quality  of  the  work,  the  interest  manifested 
by  the  pupils,  and  in  the  skill  and  aptitude  with  which  the 
most  intricate  models  are  executed. 

A carefully  graded  course  in  Sewing,  Crocheting,  Knit- 
ting, Bead  Work  and  Basketry  has  been  compiled  for  this 
department.  Under  each  head  the  work  is  so  arranged  that 
each  successive  model,  through  repetition  of  the  previous 
exercises,  leads  up  to  a new  process  of  construction;  hence 
a new  stitch  or  model  is  developed.  This  gradual  training 
of  the  hand  is  continued  through  all  the  grades,  and  sur- 
prising deftness  is  acquired  by  many. 

As  classes,  all  have  not  reached  the  full  requirements 
of  the  course.  The  more  advanced  pupils  are  pressed  for 
time,  as  there  is  so  much  to  be  accomplished  in  the  last  few 
years,  owing  to  re-classification ; but  the  primary  classes, 
moving  steadily  on,  step  by  step,  will  not  be  burdened  at 
any  time,  as  the  work  for  each  year  is  only  that  which  the 
average  child  can  accomplish. 

The  best  results  are  obtained  in  this  department  by  sys- 
tematizing the  work,  by  devoting  the  first  part  of  the  school 
year  to  making  the  household  linen.  This  furnishes  review 
in  seaming,  hemming,  etc.,  and  ample  practice  in  the  use  of 
the  sewing  machine.  When  the  house  linen  is  finished,  the 
girls  are  permitted  to  make  their  Christmas  Gifts.  This 
work  is  more  varied ; it  may  be  something  in  sewing,  cro- 
cheting, bead  work,  or  some  dainty  piece  of  art  needle 
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work — whatever  the  pupil  desires,  and  can  make.  Though 
varied,  it  is,  nevertheless,  practical,  for  aside  from  the  re- 
view which  it  furnishes,  the  pupil  has  the  pleasure  of  pre- 
senting to  a friend  a piece  of  her  own  handiwork. 

The  next  three  months  are  spent  on  graded  class  work. 
Here  the  different  classes  take  up  their  work  precisely 
where  they  left  off  at  the  close  of  the  previous  year,  and 
continue  the  stitches,  seams,  hems,  etc.,  as  the  grade  de- 
mands, making  models  in  each. 

The  latter  part  of  the  term  is  given  to  piece  work.  This 
is  intended  to  bring  into  practice  any  or  all  of  the  points 
previously  taught,  and  consists  of  wearing  apparel  and  fancy 
work.  It  also  brings  in  a wider  use  of  the  sewing  machine 
with  the  attachments. 

In  crocheting  and  knitting  the  same  graded  course  of 
instruction  is  given,  beginning  with  the  winding  of  yarn, 
and  proceeding  through  a series  of  models,  so  arranged  as 
to  develop  the  various  stitches. 

Bead  Work  admits  of  the  same  gradation  and  at  pres- 
ent is  carried  through  the  fourth  grade.  Beyond  this  grade 
the  pupils  who  desire  to  continue  it,  may  do  so,  by  special 
permission. 

But  I cannot  guarantee  artistic  workmanship  in  bead 
work  at  the  close  of  the  fourth  year.  To  do  bead  work 
accurately,  become  familiar  with  all  shapes,  and  work  in- 
dependently, it  must  be  continued  a greater  length  of  time. 

I shall  endeavor  to  bring  Basketry  to  the  same  stand- 
ard as  the  other  work  for  girls ; but  as  this  is  only  the  sec- 
ond year,  and  the  time  allotted  to  basketry  is  so  limited,  we 
have  not  gotten  beyond  raffia.  We  continued  braiding,  and 
are,  at  present,  sewing  the  braids  into  different  shapes.  We 
hope,  next  year,  to  combine  reed  and  raffia. 

The  whole  number  of  girls  in  the  Industrial  Depart- 
ment is  forty-one.  The  number  taking  sewing,  thirty-two ; 
bead  work,  twenty-one ; crocheting,  twenty-three ; knitting, 
six ; basketry,  thirteen. 

Following  is  a list  of  articles  made  by  the  girls  during 
the  past  year : 


THE  GIRLS’  WORK  ROOM 
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SEWING. 

170  Napkins 
142  Pillow  cases 
120  Bath  towels 
no  Sheets 
161  Wash  cloths. 

25  Tablecloths 
51  Tea  towels 
6 Jewel  bags 
11  White  aprons 
3 White  skirts 
1 Shirt-waist  suit 
6 Corset  covers 
1 Needle  work  bag 

1 Handkerchief  bag 
11  Emery  bags 

2 Sachet  bags 

2 Sewing  companions 
8 Traveling  companions 
2 Pair  drawers 
1 Infant’s  dress 
5 Pair  sleevelets 
1 Doll  dressed 
Models  in  seams 

“ “ hems 

“ “ plackets 

“ button  holes 
“ thread  eyes 
“ eyelets 
“ patching 
“ weaving 
“ darning 
" “ rolled  hem 

“ blind  hem 
rolled  gathers 
“ hemstitch 
“ cross-stitch 
cat-stitch 
blanket-stitch 


BEAD  WORK 

2 Handkerchief  boxes 
10  Small  boxes 

32  Small  baskets 

3 Card  baskets 

4 Flower  baskets 

3 Ball  baskets 
25  Necklaces 

8 Watch  cases 
14  Pitchers 
2 Bracelets 
2 Wine  glasses 

4 Satchels 
8 Mugs 

5 Napkin  rings 
1 Watch  chain 

1 Vase 

2 Cups  and  saucers 

CROCHETING. 

Models  in  25  different  stitches 
1 Coach  afghan 
1 Doll’s  afghan 

1 Doll’s  cap 

2 Pair  slippers 

1 Pair  bedroom  shoes 
1 Pair  bootees 
7 Mats 
1 Shawl 

10  Hair-pin  holders 

KNITTING 

i Pair  wristlets 
I Wash  cloth 
Practice  in  plain 
Practice  in  purl 
Practice  in  binding  off 
Models  in  five  fancy  stitches 

RAFFIA. 

5  Mats. 


Respectfully, 

Anna  Jacobs, 

Instructress. 
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ieparinmtt 


Mr.  Thos.  S.  McAloney,  Superintendent. 

Dear  Sir  : — I submit  the  following  report  of  the  Sloyd 
Department.  This  year  I have  had  three  classes  in  Sloyd, 
each  having  a half  hour  period  daily,  and  including  the 
boys  from  the  first  to  the  fourth  grade.  As  there  are  only 
nine  benches  in  the  Sloyd  Room,  I have  been  able  to  have 
but  twenty-seven  boys  enrolled  at  one  time,  although  the 
enrollment  for  the  term  has  been  thirty-two. 

I have  endeavored  to  arrange  a course  in  Elementary 
Sloyd  suitable  for  the  classes  in  my  charge,  selecting  models 
that  are  interesting,  yet  simple  enough  for  the  pupils  to 
work  out  with  little  or  no  assistance.  The  models  have 
been  graded,  so  that  each  one  brings  in  the  use  of  some  new 
tool  or  new  exercise. 

Because  of  the  varying  physical  and  visual  conditions 
in  the  same  grade,  I have  found  it  difficult  to  keep  the 
classes  together,  and  consider  it  best  to  let  each  boy  con- 
tinue with  a new  model  when  he  has  completed  a piece  of 
work  instead  of  waiting  for  the  remainder  of  the  class. 

We  have  used  the  following  models  this  year: 


Key  tag 

Pencil  sharpener 
Plant  stand 
Pen  tray 

Paper  knife 


Tooth-brush  holder 
Sponge  rack 
Bench  hook 
Doll’s  table. 


I will  say  in  conclusion  that  we  hope  to  add  greatly  to 
this  list  each  year,  and  will  then  have  a course  that  will 
compare  favorably  with  other  schools. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Florence  I.  Griffith, 

Instructress. 
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Iroom  taking  Irpartont 


Mr.  Thos.  S.  McAloney,  Superintendent. 

Dear  Sir: — I submit  this  brief  report  of  work  done  in 
the  Broom  Shop  this  year.  Thirty-four  pupils  are  enrolled 
and  they  have  made  altogether  two  hundred  and  forty-five 
dozen  of  brooms.  This  is  not  so  many  as  we  made  last  year, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  we  have  no  pupils  who  work  all  day 
in  the  shop  this  year.  We  have  devoted  more  time  to  indi- 
vidual instruction  and  each  boy  has  had  an  opportunity  of 
using  the  machines  to  learn  tying  and  sewing.  I believe  this 
has  been  very  much  to  their  advantage. 

Respectfully, 

J.  M.  Richard, 

Instructor. 
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Sfattutg  iUrpartment 


Mr.  Thos.  S.  McAloney,  Superintendent. 

Dear  Sir: — I hereby  submit  a report  of  the  Tuning 
Department,  for  the  year  ending  April  30th,  1908.  The 
number  receiving  instruction  has  been  reduced  recently 
from  ten  to  six — three  in  each  of  the  two  classes.  This  has 
been  done  in  some  cases  because  the  individual  seemed  un- 
able to  measure  up  to  the  advanced  requirements  and  in 
other  cases  to  give  the  pupil  an  opportunity  to  develop 
marked  talents  which  lay  in  other  directions. 

I suggest  that  in  the  future  it  would  save  time  and  ef- 
fort to  make  the  requirements  for  admission  to  the  tuning 
department  about  as  follows:  The  candidate  to  have  good 
hearing  in  both  ears,  to  have  a rudimentary  knowledge  of 
harmony  and  piano  playing  and  to  possess  an  earnest  deter- 
mination to  persevere  in  the  daily  practice  so  as  to  com- 
plete the  course  in  a reasonable  length  of  time. 

While  our  work  has  been  interrupted  by  absence  on  ac- 
count of  sickness  to  a considerable  extent,  still  our  progress 
has  been  satisfactory  and  the  improvement  in  the  work  done 
by  some  of  the  advanced  pupils  using  the  new  method  of 
tuning  has  been  particularly  gratifying. 

Shortly  after  school  opened  in  the  Fall  we  obtained  a 
new  upright  piano,  which  we  are  using  in  the  class  room 
for  both  teaching  and  practice,  thereby  relieving  the  pupils 
from  the  necessity  of  doing  so  much  work  on  the  old 
squares.  Respectfully, 

Vaun  L.  Hamlin, 

Instructor. 
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Stepnri  of  Htstttng  pieman 


Mr.  T.  S.  McAloney,  Superintendent, 

Dear  Sir: — The  following  report  of  the  medical  ser- 
vices rendered  to  the  Institute  from  May  ist,  1907,  to  May 
1st,  1908,  is  respectfully  submitted.  The  plumbing  and 
sanitary  appliances  of  the  building  have  been  inspected 
every  month  and  anything  not  in  first-class  condition  has 
been  reported  at  once  and  promptly  corrected.  Our  new 
hospital  addition  was  completed  this  year  and  its  efficiency 
and  necessity  amply  tested  during  an  epidemic  of  scarlet 
fever  in  the  autumn.  The  care  of  the  teeth  insisted  upon 
by  the  authorities  in  charge  of  the  children  has  been  a great 
hygienic  advance  in  their  bodily  health  and  appearance. 
There  have  been  nine  cases  of  mumps,  one  case  of  whooping 
cough,  one  case  of  pleurisy,  three  cases  of  pneumonia,  fif- 
teen cases  of  influenza,  and  twelve  cases  of  scarlet  fever. 
The  influenza  was  mild  and  no  serious  results  followed.  Of 
the  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  none  died,  and  only  one  had  any 
serious  complication.  One  case  of  pneumonia  died.  The 
completed  isolation  hospital,  with  its  three  large  rooms, 
nurses’  room  and  diet  kitchen;  the  restriction  of  all  visitors 
for  a definite  period  and  an  absolute  quarantine  for  ten  days 
(as  advised  by  the  Bureau  of  Health)  ; and  the  inspection 
and  dismissal  to  their  homes  of  twenty-seven  pupils  under 
quarantine  rules  (copies  of  which  were  sent  to  the  parents) 
helped  us  to  disinfect  the  whole  building  and  cope  with  this 
dangerous  disease.  The  advisability  of  having  the  children’s 
eyes  examined  once  or  twice  a year  has  been  recognized, 
and  a colleague  (also  a member  of  the  Board  of  Directors) 
has  undertaken  this  work.  The  inspection  of  the  throats, 
skin,  and  vaccination  scars  of  all  new  pupils  is  insisted  upon 
and  the  history  of  their  former  sicknesses  is  placed  on  file. 
Thus  every  means  is  employed  to  keep  out  infection,  recog- 
nize it  at  once  when  present,  and  to  limit  and  manage  it 
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under  our  care.  There  have  been  a few  skin  diseases  of  a 
slight  nature,  and  several  slight  injuries.  Most  of  our  in- 
fectious diseases  could  be  traced  to  outside  sources  and  such 
cases  must  occur  among  pupils  who  go  to  their  homes  every 
week.  The  watchful  care  of  the  governesses  and  their 
morning  sick-report,  the  inspection  on  admission,  the  prompt 
removal  of  sick  children  to  the  detention  rooms,  and  our 
excellent  isolation  hospital  help  to  keep  the  risk  of  disease 
to  a minimum.  Our  thanks  are  due  to  the  Mercy  Hospital 
for  the  care  of  some  of  our  non-contagious  cases,  and  to 
the  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital  for  the  treatment  of  some  cases 
affected  with  diseases  of  those  organs. 

Respectfully, 

J.  I.  Johnston,  M.D. 


May  ist,  1908. 
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Burnt  fcxptxitwtB  nnb  of 

tfyjo  (Mtm* 

I shall  not  attempt  to  enumerate  the  difficulties  in- 
volved in  field  work.  Difficulties  mean  nothing  after  they 
are  overcome.  They  would  seem  almost  incredible  to  those 
that  have  not  had  the  experience  in  such  work. 

The  methods  employed  in  persuading  parents  to  send 
their  children  to  school  are  of  various  kinds.  When  the 
home  of  a blind  child  is  reached,  it  is  necessary  first  of  all 
to  ascertain  the  actual  condition  of  the  child;  if  found 
eligible  for  admission  to  school,  the  parents  are  interviewed 
and  urged  to  make  application.  In  case  they  decline,  an 
endeavor  is  made  to  arouse  the  interest  by  relating  what 
some  pupils  of  the  school  have  accomplished.  Nothing  is 
left  undone  to  overcome  their  objections.  The  child  is 
shown  some  article  made  by  pupils,  such  as  a bead  napkin 
ring.  An  attempt  is  made  to  interest  them  in  the  school 
life,  by  tales  of  its  games,  its  music  and  all  its  pleasant 
features.  The  pleasure  manifested  by  the  child  ofttimes 
induces  parents  to  give  consent  to  its  going.  In  case  these 
methods  fail,  a visit  is  paid  to  the  clergyman  of  the  church 
they  attend,  to  a school  teacher  of  the  community,  or  to  a 
prominent  neighbor  who  may  become  interested  in  the 
child’s  behalf.  These  persons  are  asked  to  use  their  influ- 
ence in  getting  the  child  educated. 

Frequently  parents  are  found  unable  to  fill  out  the 
necessary  application  blanks.  In  such  cases  the  field  officer 
gets  another  person  to  do  it  for  them,  such  as  a doctor, 
clergyman,  teacher. 

Many  illustrations  of  the  result  of  these  methods  might 
be  given,  but  no  doubt  one  or  two  will  suffice.  In  one  of 
my  trips  a girl  was  found  whose  parents  were  urged  to 
send  her  to  school.  Both  she  and  the  parents  were  strongly 
opposed  to  the  suggestion.  After  an  hour  and  a half  of 
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reasoning  with  the  parents  they  were  finally  induced  to 
acquiesce.  The  girl’s  interest  was  aroused  by  a present  of 
a bead  napkin-ring,  a self-threading  needle,  and  a picture  of 
the  children  at  work.  To  make  sure  that  their  decision 
would  be  put  into  execution,  their  pastor  was  interviewed, 
and  requested  to  assist  them  in  getting  the  child  into  school. 
A month  later  the  child  was  enrolled  as  a pupil. 

As  a rule,  parents  of  blind  children  do  not  realize  the 
value  of  an  education  for  their  unfortunate  offspring.  Con- 
sequently the  argument  frequently  brought  forth  to  impress 
them  is  that  an  education  is  more  essential  to  defectives 
than  normal  children  on  account  of  their  meager  opportuni- 
ties in  life. 

The  field  officer  has  found  it  necessary  to  do  the  work 
alone  as  far  as  possible  in  order  to  stimulate  parents  and 
inspire  confidence  in  them  and  to  demonstrate  to  them  the 
possibilities  of  their  afflicted  children  if  properly  trained. 

In  order  to  prosecute  the  work  alone  to  any  extent  of 
success  the  field  officer  must  necessarily  encounter  innumer- 
able difficulties,  risks  and  inconveniences  of  all  sorts.  “The 
message  you  carry  is  far  more  effective  than  the  one  you 
send.” 

Territory  covered:  54  counties; 

Cases  investigated:  4,118; 

The  children  of  the  following  counties  have  been  refer- 
red to  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind 
at  Pittsburgh: — Erie,  Crawford,  Warren,  McKean,  Ve- 
nango, Mercer,  Beaver,  Lawrence,  Butler  and  Allegheny. 
The  investigation  of  Allegheny  county  is  not  yet  completed. 

SUGGESTIONS. 

The  field  officer  should  spend  more  time  in  persuading 
parents  to  send  children  to  school. 

Visits  to  the  blind  child  should  be  made  frequently. 
One  or  two  visits  are  not  sufficient  in  most  cases. 

A list  of  blind  children  in  each  county  should  be  sent 
to  the  Superintendent  of  schools  in  that  county,  with  the 
request  that  he  use  his  influence  to  place  the  children  under 
instruction.  He  should  also  be  requested  to  ask  his  teachers 
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to  report  to  him  any  case  of  blindness  that  may  come  to  his 
notice. 

A copy  of  the  Annual  Report  should  be  sent  to  each 
county  superintendent. 

There  should  be  compulsory  education  for  the  blind, 
but  such  a law  should  be  applied  with  discretion. 

Harmony  between  parents  and  school  should  be  secured 
and  maintained  and  this  can  be  accomplished  by  the  visits 
of  the  field  officer. 

We  calculate  that  20  persons  are  interviewed  for  every 
blind  person  visited.  Thus  82,000  persons  have  been 
spoken  to  about  the  blind  in  investigating  4,118  cases. 

L.  Delfino. 

April  18,  1908. 
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Many  favors  and  gifts  have  been  received  during  the 
past  year,  and  we  desire  to  extend  our  best  thanks  to  the 
friends  who  have  given  us  these  evident  tokens  of  their 
good-will  and  interest  in  our  work. 

To  the  following  we  especially  desire  to  express  our 
thanks  and  appreciation: 

Mr.  Chas.  L.  Taylor  for  a donation  of  $500.00,  to  be  used  in 
establishing  a printing  office. 

Mr.  Wm.  T.  Mossman,  manager  of  the  Pittsburgh  Orchestra, 
for  tickets'  to  an  evening  concert. 

Mr.  H.  L.  Ringwalt,  for  tickets  to  Ringwalt  Choir  Union  Con- 
cert. 

Dr.  Arthur  A.  Hamerschlag,  Sc.D.,  director  of  the  Carnegie 
Technical  Schools,  for  a very  interesting  lecture  delivered  to  the 
Holmes-Schenley  Literary  Society. 

Mrs.  J.  G.  Simpson,  Mrs.  H.  D.  Patton,  Mrs.  A.  C.  Wilson,  Mrs. 
John  A.  Wood,  Jr.,  and  Mr.  David  Wood,  of  the  International  Sun- 
shine Society,  for  an  excellent  entertainment  given  our  pupils. 

Miss  Martha  E.  Kelly  for  a very  entertaining  and  instructive 
lecture  on  Japan. 

Miss  Lucy  N.  Allen,  vocal  soloist  with  Sousa  Band,  Mr.  H.  J. 
Haber,  Mr.  Evans  and  Mrs.  Burns,  Misses  Slattery  and  Flannery  and 
Mr,  Dan  Stephens  for  entertaining  our  pupils. 

Mr.  John  Bader,  Messrs.  Randolph  & McClements  and  Mr. 
James  Gordon,  florist,  for  potted  plants  for  our  class-rooms. 

Oliver  McClintock  Company  for  their  annual  donation  of  $10.00. 

S.  Hamilton  & Company  for  donation  of  a piano  for  our  Tuning 
Department. 

Hon.  H.  Kirke  Porter  for  a generous  supply  of  oranges,  raisins, 
figs  and  nuts  for  the  Christmas  treat  to  our  pupils. 

To  the  following  for  a contribution  towards  our  Christmas  tree 


and  Entertainment  Fund : 

Mr.  James  W.  Houston $25.00 

Col.  J.  M.  Schoonmaker 10.00 

Mr.  Wm.  L.  Abbott 10.00 

Mr.  Chas.  L.  Taylor 10.00 

Mr.  O.  M.  Edwards 5.00 

Mrs.  W.  M.  Drake 1.00 
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Hon.  John  F.  Budke  for  a donation  of  fifty  dollars,  with  which 
a phonograph  has  been  purchased. 

Mr.  Grieshaber,  father  of  one  of  our  girls,  for  a liberal  supply 
of  apples  and  pumpkins. 

Dr.  Day  and  the  attending  physicians  of  the  Eye  and  Ear  Hos- 
pital for  free  treatment  o‘f  our  pupils  requiring  attention. 

Dr.  Robeson  and  his  assistants,  Drs.  Moran  and  Markel,  for  the 
examination  of  the  eyes  of  all  the  children  enrolled  this  year. 

Mercy  Hospital  and  the  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital  for  care  and 
treatment  of  our  pupils  sent  there. 

Schenley  Farms  Company  for  assistance  rendered  in  preparing 
our  running  track. 

Miss  Edith  G.  Lewis,  Miss  Alice  Herriott,  Miss  Jennie  Schrader, 
Miss  Tenant,  Miss  Margaret  Neish  and  Mr.  McAlarney  for  readings 
and  assisting  in  the  entertainment  of  our  children  at  various  times. 

Benjamin  Thaw,  Esq.,  for  courtesies  to  the  superintendent. 

Mrs.  William  Drake  for  a donation  of  fifteen  dollars. 

Supt.  Allen,  of  the  Perkins  Institution,  Supt.  Burritt,  of  the 
Overbrook  School,  and  Supt.  Bledsoe,  of  the  Maryland  School  for 
the  Blind,  for  courtesies  extended  us. 

Mr.  Geo.  T.  Marshall,  superintendent  of  the  Aiken  Avenue 
Methodist  Church,  Grace  Reformed  Church  and  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral 
for  kind  attention  paid  our  pupils  many  times  during  the  past  year. 

Marwick,  Mitchell  & Company  (Mr.  David  S.  Kerr  resident 
partner),  Chartered  Accountants,  for  their  courtesy  in  auditing  ac- 
counts of  the  treasurer  free  of  charge. 

Mrs.  Wm.  J.  Holland  for  tickets  to  the  “Child’s  Garden  of 
Verse  and  Song,”  a delightful  entertainment  given  at  the  Bellefield 
Presbyterian  church. 

Mrs.  Wm.  H.  Stevenson  for  a generous  supply  of  lemonade  and 
cake  as  a treat  to  our  pupils. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Patch  for  a very  generous  supply  of  candy  given  to 
our  pupils. 

Mrs.  Mathilda  Ziegler  for  copies  of  the  Mathilda  Ziegler  Maga- 
zine for  the  Blind  embossed  in  Braille  and  New  York  Point. 

Christian  Record  Publishing  Company,  College  View,  Nebraska, 
for  copies  of  the  “Christian  Record”  in  Braille  and  New  York  Point. 

We  are  deeply  grateful  to  the  several  daily  newspapers  of  the 
city  for  the  valuable  service  they  have  rendered  us  in  our  work. 
They  have  cheerfully  and  readily  published  notices  of  lectures  and 
other  entertainments  at  this  institution,  free  of  charge,  and  have 
given  valuable  space  for  articles  regarding  the  Character  and  pur- 
poses of  our  school. 

To  the  editors  and  publishers  of  the  following  periodicals  and 
daily  papers,  which  have  been  gratuitously  sent  to  the  Institution : 
The  Pittsburgh  Dispatch,  The  Pittsburgh  Leader,  The  Pittsburgh 
Gazette  Times,  The  Pittsburgh  Post,  The  United  Presbyterian, 
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Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  School  and  Home  Education,  Bloomington,  111.  We 
are  also  indebted  to  the  schools  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind  throughout 
the  United  States  for  copies  of  their  school  papers. 

To  Carnegie  Library  for  courtesies  shown. 

And  to  all  others  who  have  rendered  assistance  in  any  way  and 
have  given  encouragement  and  evidence  of  good  will  and  interest 
in  the  Institution. 

All  of  which  are  made  in  compliance  with  instructions  given  at 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation. 

Thos.  S.  McAloney, 

Superintendent ■ 
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Name. 

Post-office. 

County. 

Allgier,  Raymond  W., 

Glen  Hazel, 

Elk. 

Ames,  Donald, 

Coal  Center, 

Washington. 

Auen,  Harry, 

Pittsburgh, 

Allegheny. 

Bacon,  Raymond, 

Pitsburgh, 

Allegheny. 

Barnes,  Cyrus, 

Pittsburgh, 

Allegheny. 

Block,  Frederick, 

Johnstown, 

Cambria. 

Boylan,  Thomas, 

Pittsburgh, 

Allegheny. 

Brant,  John  A., 

East  McKeesport, 

Allegheny. 

Buechler,  Albert  0., 

Pittsburgh, 

Allegheny. 

Burton,  George  H., 

Pittsburgh, 

Allegheny. 

Carr,  Amasa, 

Coneville, 

Potter. 

Chisholm,  Wm.  McKinley, 

Bellevue, 

Allegheny. 

Claybaugh,  Clayton, 

Brownsville, 

Fayette. 

Condon,  James  Hugh, 

Oil  City, 

Venango. 

Craig,  Guy  C., 

Wilkinsburg, 

Allegheny. 

Crunkleton,  Joseph  M., 

Chambersburg, 

Franklin. 

Davidson,  Robert  C., 

Fayette  City, 

Fayette. 

Derricott,  Benjamin, 

Conemaugh, 

Cambria. 

Dess,  Harry, 

Pittsburgh, 

Allegheny. 

Downing,  Walter  E., 

Oil  City, 

Venango. 

Doyle,  Merrill, 

Wheatland, 

Mercer. 

Dressen,  Harold, 

Sheridanville, 

Allegheny. 

Ellerbrock,  Harlowe, 

Sharpsburg, 

Allegheny. 

Evans,  Nathaniel, 

Brad  dock. 

Allegheny. 

Flanegin,  Thomas  Edward, 

Pittsburgh, 

Allegheny. 

Gibson,  Oscar, 

Grove  City, 

Mercer. 

Gibson,  Homer, 

Grove  City, 

Mercer. 

Guckert,  Elmer, 

Pittsburgh, 

Allegheny. 

Guffey,  Earl  Henry, 

Pittsburgh, 

Allegheny. 

Harney,  John, 

Pittsburgh, 

Allegheny. 

Harty,  Henry, 

Carnegie, 

Allegheny. 

Heck,  George, 

Banksville, 

Allegheny. 

Heise,  William, 

Greensburg, 

Westmoreland. 
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Name. 

Post-office. 

County. 

Henderson,  Chas.  A., 

Carnegie, 

Allegheny. 

Jacks,  Charles, 

Pittsburgh, 

Allegheny. 

James,  Daniel, 

Donora, 

Washington. 

Jawelak,  Anthony, 

Pittsburgh, 

Allegheny. 

King,  Henry  P., 

Pittsburgh, 

Allegheny. 

Markey,  Clyde  Oscar, 

Percy, 

Fayette. 

Markham,  Joseph, 

McKees  Rocks 

Allegheny. 

Marks,  George  Eckbert, 

Titusville, 

Crawford. 

Miller,  Albert  Standley, 

Glade, 

Somerset. 

Miller,  George  F., 

Uledi, 

Fayette. 

Miser,  Edwin  Paul, 

Pittsburgh, 

Allegheny. 

Morgan,  Thomas, 

Pittsburgh, 

Allegheny. 

McCorkle,  Harry, 

Elizabeth, 

Allegheny. 

Mclnerney,  William, 

Pittsburgh, 

Allegheny. 

McNally,  William  F., 

Pittsburgh, 

Allegheny. 

McVey,  Hugh, 

Pittsburgh, 

Allegheny. 

Newman,  George, 

Pittsburgh, 

Allegheny. 

Nickeson,  Harold  Guy, 

Washington, 

Allegheny. 

Owens,  Clayton, 

Westgreene, 

Erie 

Patsky,  Thomas  A., 

Altoona, 

Blair. 

Patton,  Lymas, 

Leetsdale, 

Allegheny. 

Pinney,  Frank, 

Meadville, 

Crawford. 

Porubiak,  Mike, 

New  Brighton, 

Beaver. 

Reichenberger,  George  J., 

McKeesport, 

Allegheny. 

Rowe,  Samuel  G., 

Pittsburgh, 

Allegheny. 

Schabluske,  Alexander, 

Braddock, 

Allegheny. 

Schacherer,  Fred, 

Pittsburgh, 

Allegheny. 

Scott,  Ernest  George, 

Pittsburgh, 

Allegheny. 

Smith,  Milo  M., 

New  Kensington, 

Westmoreland. 

Smoke,  Christopher, 

Moshannon, 

Center. 

Stevens,  Wesley  C., 

Sharpsburg, 

Allegheny. 

Stimson,  George  H., 

Kittanning, 

Armstrong. 

Stover,  Claude, 

Grove  City, 

Mercer. 

Sweely,  Howard  D., 

Stauffer, 

Westmoreland. 

Swoboda,  Joseph, 

Glenwillard, 

Allegheny. 

Terwilliger,  Hamilton, 

Oil  City, 

Venango. 

Upton,  Earl, 

Pittsburgh, 

Allegheny. 

Veazie,  Joseph, 

Washington, 

Washington. 

Vought,  James  G., 

Fort  Hill, 

Somerset. 

Young,  Orlando, 

Pittsburgh, 

GIRLS 

Allegheny. 

Bates,  Martha, 

Etna, 

Allegheny. 

Beighley,  Iva, 

Utica, 

Venango. 

Betler,  Hilda, 

Pittsburgh, 

Allegheny. 

Bowers,  Martha, 

Pittsburgh, 

Allegheny. 
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Name. 

Brener,  Josephine, 
Budke,  Shirley, 

Burke,  Katie, 

Carlisle,  Frankie, 

Carter,  Annabel, 
Crooks,  Ethel  E., 
Dougherty,  Ethel  M., 
Drake,  Autumn  S., 
Gibson,  Olive, 
Goeringer,  Marie, 
Golphin,  Margaret, 
Goodman,  Elizabeth, 
Grieshaber,  Sarah, 
Hays,  Mary  C., 

Hillary,  Mary, 

Hunter,  Mary, 

\ Johnston,  Eliza, 

Levy,  May, 

Matthews,  Stella, 

Might,  Sarah, 
Montgomery,  Melda, 
McElroy,  Margaret, 
McHenry,  Florence, 
Niemeyer,  Laura, 
Norris,  Mattie, 
Patterson,  Delia  Maud, 
Plants,  Stella, 

Powers,  Blanche, 

Riblet,  Hattie, 
Rohrback,  Alice, 

Roth,  Marie  C., 

Sells,  L.  Kathryn, 
Smith,  Margaret, 

Smith,  Minnie, 

Snyder,  Jennie  S., 

Steel,  Christina, 
Stewart,  Margie, 
Tragressor,  Kathleen, 
Trainor,  Lulu  Florence, 
Trainor,  Georgiana, 
Vath,  May, 

Vought,  Corda  May, 
Walter,  Helen  Lucille, 
Willis,  Irene, 

Yochem,  Clara, 


POST-OFFICF. 

County. 

Pittsburgh, 

Allegheny. 

Canonsburg, 

Washington. 

Hollidaysburg, 

Blair. 

Aliquippa, 

Beaver. 

Wilmerding, 

Allegheny. 

Bradford, 

McKean. 

Sharpsburg, 

Allegheny. 

Centerville, 

Crawford. 

Grove  City, 

Mercer. 

Sheridanville, 

Allegheny. 

Pittsburgh, 

Allegheny. 

Rankin, 

Allegheny. 

Valencia, 

Butler. 

Pittsburgh, 

Allegheny. 

Pittsburgh, 

Allegheny. 

Rochester, 

Beaver. 

Pittsburgh, 

Allegheny. 

Pittsburgh, 

Allegheny. 

Pittsburgh, 

Allegheny. 

West  Middlesex, 

Mercer. 

East  Brady, 

Clarion. 

East  Brady, 

Clarion. 

Pittsburgh, 

Allegheny. 

Pittsburgh, 

Allegheny. 

Pittsburgh, 

Allegheny. 

Pittsburgh, 

Allegheny. 

Washington, 

Washington. 

Pittsburgh, 

Allegheny. 

McKeesport, 

Allegheny. 

Oakmont, 

Allegheny. 

Pittsburgh, 

Allegheny. 

Fayette  City, 

Fayette. 

Pittsburgh, 

Allegheny. 

Butler, 

Butler. 

Apollo, 

Armstrong. 

Oil  City, 

Venango. 

Rimersburg, 

Clarion. 

McKeesport, 

Allegheny. 

Piollett 

Clarion. 

Pittsburgh, 

Allegheny. 

Franklin, 

Venango. 

Fort  Hill, 

Somerset. 

Pittsburgh, 

Allegheny. 

Pittsburgh, 

Allegheny. 

Pittsburgh, 

Allegheny. 
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(Srneral  Information 

The  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind  is 
a school  of  learning,  established  for  the  special  benefit  of 
the  blind  youth  in  the  western  part  of  the  State.  It  is  in  no 
sense  a home  or  a retreat,  as  many  suppose,  for  aged  or  in- 
firm blind  people;  nor  is  it  a hospital  for  the  treatment  of 
diseases  of  the  eye,  but  it  is  strictly  educational  in  all  its 
interests.  It  is  the  aim  and  purpose  of  this  Institution  to 
give  the  blind  youth  of  this  section  of  the  State  a liberal 
education,  and,  in  addition,  give  them  such  training  in  the 
art  of  music  and  instruction  in  industrial  pursuits  as  will 
aid  them  to  become  independent  and  useful  members  of 
society. 

The  Institution  is  located  in  one  of  the  most  desirable 
parts  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh.  Indeed,  it  would  be  difficult 
to  select,  in  or  about  this  city,  a more  beautiful,  healthful 
or  convenient  site  for  this  school  than  the  grounds  on  which 
it  is  situated.  The  buildings  are  light,  airy,  commodious 
and  cheerful,  and  supplied  with  modern  conveniences.  They 
overlook  the  noted  Schenley  Park,  and  are  only  a few  squares 
distant  from  the  famous  Carnegie  Institute  and  Library. 
The  location  of  the  Institution  affords  our  pupils  the  ad- 
vantages and  privileges  of  a city  life,  with  the  quiet  of  a 
country  home. 

The  Institution  fronts  on  Bayard  street,  while  Belle- 
field  avenue  extends  the  full  length  of  the  grounds  on  the 
east.  It  can  be  reached  from  almost  any  part  of  the  city  by 
electric  cars.  Four  different  lines  of  cars — the  Fifth  ave- 
nue line,  the  Forbes  street,  Bloomfield  and  Negley  avenue 
lines,  and  the  Centre  avenue  and  East  Liberty  line — each  in 
a different  direction  from  the  Institution,  passes  within  two 
squares  of  it. 

The  Institution  is  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the 
State,  and  pupils  who  are  unable  to  pay  for  their  tuition,  or 
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contribute  anything  towards  their  support,  are  given  the  full 
benefits  and  privileges  of  the  school  free  of  charge.  All 
are  accorded  the  same  advantages  and  opportunities. 

Pupils  are  admitted  at  any  time  during  the  term,  and 
placed  in  classes  and  at  the  work  best  suited  to  their  condi- 
tion and  degree  of  mental  development. 

Parents  and  guardians  are  required  to  supply  their  chil- 
dren with  good,  comfortable  clothing  of  sufficient  quantity 
to  admit  of  the  necessary  changes  for  washing  and  mend- 
ing, and  to  defray  their  traveling  and  other  incidental  ex- 
penses. 

Each  child  on  entering  the  Institution  should  be  sup- 
plied with  the  following  clothing  of  good  material  or  the 
means  to  purchase  the  same: 


FOR  BOYS. 

2 suits  for  week-day  wear, 
i suit  for  Sunday  wear. 

3 colored  and  i light  day  shifts. 

2 night  shirts. 

6 pairs  socks  or  stockings. 

i  hat  and  I cap. 

2  suits  of  light  underwear. 

2 suits  of  heavy  underwear. 

3 pairs  shoes, 
i overcoat. 

i  pair  mittens  or  gloves, 
i comb  and  brush. 

6 handkerchiefs. 

6 collars, 
i toothbrush. 


FOR  GIRLS. 

3  dresses  for  week-day  wear, 
i dress  for  Sunday  wear. 

2 white  underskirts. 

3 colored  underskirts. 

3  night  dresses  or  gowns. 

6 pairs  of  stockings, 
i warm  jacket  and  hat. 

3 suits  of  light  underwear. 

3 suits  of  heavy  underwear. 

3 pairs  shoes,  and  overshoes, 
i pair  mittens  or  gloves, 
i comb  and  brush. 

6 handkerchiefs, 
i toothbrush. 


Small  boys  should  have  more  underwear  than  larger 
ones.  Their  pants,  both  woolen  and  cotton,  should  be  of 
washable  material  for  everyday  wear.  They  should  have 
four  colored  waists,  with  collars  attached,  and  two  white 
waists  (instead  of  shirts)  and  an  extra  pair  of  trousers. 

Small  girls  should  be  provided  with  aprons.  Every 
article  of  clothing  should  be  plainly  marked  with  full  name 
in  indelible  ink. 

Parents  are  requested  to  thoroughly  repair  during  the 
summer  vacation  all  the  clothing  which  the  pupils  will  bring 
back  with  them  on  their  return  to  school. 
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A contingent  fee  of  $5  should  be  deposited  in  every 
case  to  purchase  necessary  articles  of  clothing,  repairing 
shoes,  and  other  incidental  expenses  likely  to  be  incurred 
during  the  session.  A strict  account  will  be  kept  of  all  ex- 
penditures and  an  itemized  statement  made  at  close  of  the 
school  year.  Clothing  and  shoes  may  be  sent  from  home 
or  purchased  by  us  here,  but  nothing  will  be  furnished  with- 
out the  cash  beforehand,  except  in  the  case  of  county  pupils. 

Letters  are  written  once  a month,  or  oftener,  if  neces- 
sary, for  those  who  cannot  write  for  themselves ; and,  in 
case  of  serious  sickness  of  a pupil,  the  parents  or  guardian 
will  be  informed  of  the  fact  immediately  by  letter  or  tele- 
gram. It  is  the  desire  of  the  management  that  the  parents 
and  friends  of  the  pupils  shall  be  kept  well  informed  as  to 
their  condition  and  progress. 

Letters  and  packages  for  the  pupils  should  have  writ- 
ten on  them,  besides  the  name  of  the  pupil  addressed,  the 
words  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Bellefield  avenue,  Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.,  to  insure  prompt  delivery. 

The  use  of  tobacco  in  any  form  is  strictly  forbidden, 
and  no  one  using  it,  and  no  one  of  confirmed  immoral  habits, 
will  be  received  into  the  school. 

All  pupils  must  be  removed  from  the  Institution  at  the 
close  of  each  school  term  by  those  who  are  responsible  for 
their  care,  and  at  any  other  time,  should  necessity  require 
it,  upon  due  notice  being  served. 

Parents  or  friends  visiting  any  of  the  pupils,  or  so- 
journing in  the  city,  cannot  be  entertained  at  the  Institution. 

A parent  or  guardian  who  is  contemplating  the  placing 
of  a blind  child  in  this  Institution,  should  at  once  open  cor- 
respondence relative  thereto  with  the  Superintendent. 

Blank  forms  of  application  for  admission  will  be  fur- 
nished at  any  time  by  the  Superintendent,  and  no  pupil  will 
be  admitted  to  the  school  until  such  application  has  been 
returned,  with  the  questions  which  it  contains  satisfactorily 
answered,  and  it  has  been  submitted  to,  and  approved  by, 
the  Board  of  Directors. 

Information  concerning  the  character  and  purpose  of 
the  Institution  and  of  the  work  being  done,  will  be  cheer- 
fully given,  and  all  inquiries  about  the  steps  to  be  taken  to 
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procure  the  admission  of  pupils,  or  about  the  management 
of  the  school,  will  be  promptly  answered,  by  addressing  the 
undersigned. 

Thos.  S.  McAloney, 

Superintendent. 
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nf  Seeing  ani)  nf  Mini)  Clftlfcmt* 

I. 

WHAT  SHALL  PARENTS  DO  TO  KEEP  THEIR 
SEEING  CHILDREN  FROM  BECOMING  BLIND? 

If  your  children  have  their  eyesight,  thank  God,  and 
take  every  care  to  preserve  it,  giving  special  heed  to  the 
following  suggestions : — 

I.  As  soon  as  a child  is  born,  insist  that  the  nurse  shall 
cleanse  its  eyes  properly,  as  laid  down  in  the  regulations. 
You  should  yourself  examine  your  child’s  eyes  daily  for  the 
first  week;  and,  if  the  slightest  redness  or  mattery  discharge 
appears  on  the  lids,  summon  your  physician  at  once,  and 
follow  his  directions  to  the  letter.  Should  you  be  unable  to 
get  him  immediately,  cleanse  the  child’s  eyes  as  often  as  a 
trace  of  matter  appears  in  them,  using  for  the  purpose  a 
clean  linen  rag  or  an  absolutely  clean  bit  of  sponge.  Wash 
from  the  nose  outward  over  the  place  where  the  lids  sepa- 
rate. Besides  doing  this,  you  should  keep  on  the  eye  a fine 
linen  rag,  which  must  be  kept  cold  either  by  dipping  it  in 
ice-water  or  by  laying  it  upon  pieces  of  ice.  This  rag  should 
not  be  too  wet,  and  must  be  exchanged  for  a cold  one  just 
as  soon  as  it  becomes  warm.  In  case  one  eye  only  is  in- 
flamed, take  the  greatest  care  not  to  touch  the  well  eye  with 
the  rag,  the  sponge,  or  the  water  used  upon  the  affected  eye. 
This  inflammation  of  the  eyes  of  the  newly  born  is  a very 
dangerous  thing.  Unless  the  proper  means  be  immediately 

^Translated  from  the  Report  for  1893  of  the  Private  Institution 
for  the  Blind  in  Linz,  in  Upper  Austria,  by  Edward  E.  Allen,  Direc- 
tor Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Boston. 
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employed,  the  inflammation  generally  destroys  the  eyesight 
wholly.  Out  of  every  one  hundred  blind  children  in  Ger- 
many, twenty-five  have  lost  their  sight  from  this  disease. 
But,  if  you  call  in  the  physician  at  once  and  follow  out  his 
advice,  you  may  confidently  hope  that  your  child  will  retain 
its  eyesight. 

2.  Never  suffer  your  children  to  play  with  or  even  to 
handle  objects  such  as  nails,  awls,  forks,  bits  of  glass,  toy 
pistols,  cross-bows,  and  explosives,  with  which  they  can 
easily  injure  their  eyes.  Nine  per  cent,  of  all  blind  youth 
have  lost  their  eyesight  through  injuries  inflicted  by  means 
of  such  articles.  Even  if  one  eye  only  is  wounded,  there 
is  still  great  danger  that  the  other  will  become  affected 
through  sympathetic  inflammation.  Hence,  in  all  cases  of 
injury  to  the  eyes,  consult  the  physician  at  once. 

3.  If  your  children  are  sick  with  measles,  scarlet  fever, 
diphtheria,  small-pox,  inflammation  of  the  brain,  or  typhus 
fever,  you  must  follow  carefully  the  directions  of  the  phy- 
sician, even  when  the  sickness  is  nearly  over ; for  any  neg- 
lect may  bring  on  blindness.  Out  of  every  one  hundred 
blind  children,  nine  have  lost  their  sight  through  sickness  of 
this  kind.  Should  you  notice  during  the  sickness  that  the 
eyes  are  affected,  call  the  physician’s  attention  to  the  fact. 

4.  If  your  children  are  not  strong  physically,  and  have 
scrofula  or  scrofulous  tendencies,  there  is  always  danger  of 
eye  trouble,  or  even  of  blindness.  Eight  per  cent,  of  all 
blind  youth  have  become  blind  in  this  way.  Look  to  it, 
therefore,  that  your  feeble  and  scrofulous  children  are  well 
taken  care  of ; that  they  eat  good  and  easily  digestible  food, 
like  milk,  eggs  and  meat;  and  that  they  play  much  in  the 
fresh  air.  If  you  follow  this  advice,  your  children  may 
grow  up  strong  and  well. 

5.  Never  permit  your  children  to  strain  their  eyes  in 
the  twilight,  or  in  any  insufficient  light,  by  reading,  knitting, 
sewing,  or  by  any  like  occupation.  If  you  do,  they  are  liable 
to  have  weak  eyes,  to  become  near-sighted,  or,  indeed,  to 
lose  their  eyesight. 

6.  Do  not  suffer  your  children  to  wear  glasses  until 
the  physician  has  examined  their  eyes  and  ascertained 
whether  they  need  glasses  and,  if  so,  what  kind  they  need. 
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Finally,  whatever  may  be  the  trouble  with  your  child’s 
eyes,  you  are  most  urgently  advised  to  consult  the  physician 
at  once. 

II. 

HOW  SHALL  PARENTS  MANAGE  THEIR  BLIND 
CHILDREN  IN  THEIR  EARLY  YEARS  AT 
HOME,  AND  HOW  BRING  THEM  UP? 

If  you  have  a blind  child,  consider  that  God  has  given 
it  to  you  to  be  tended  with  unusual  love  and  care.  If  you 
give  it  proper  care  and  it  lives  to  grow  up,  it  will  be  a capable 
and  happy  human  being,  who  will  fill  its  place  in  life  and 
will  bring  comfort  to  you.  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  you 
neglect  or  spoil  your  child,  it  will  then  be  a poor  bit  of  hu- 
manity, a burden  both  to  you  and  to  itself.  Hence  attend 
to  the  following  rules  : — 

1.  Treat  the  blind  child  exactly  as  if  it  were  a seeing 
child,  and  try  as  nearly  as  possible  to  make  it  put  its  body 
and  mind  into  action.  As  soon  as  it  begins  to  use  its  hands, 
give  it  toys  to  play  with.  Talk  to  it,  sing  to  it,  and  give  it 
toys  that  make  a noise,  to  attract  its  attention  and  rouse  its 
mind. 

2.  Teach  the  child  to  walk  at  the  age  when  seeing  chil- 
dren learn. 

3.  Do  not  allow  the  child  to  sit  long  in  one  place  alone 
and  unoccupied;  but  encourage  it  to  go  about  in  the  room, 
in  the  house,  in  the  yard,  and,  when  older,  even  about  the 
town.  Teach  it  to  know  by  touch  all  objects  around  it. 

4.  As  soon  as  possible  teach  the  child  to  dress  and  un- 
dress, to  wash  itself,  to  comb  its  hair,  to  take  care  of  its 
clothes,  and  when  at  table,  to  use  properly  spoon,  fork,  and 
knife.  A blind  child  can  do  all  these  things  as  well  as  a 
seeing  child;  but  you  must  give  it  much  practice  in  doing 
them,  because  it  cannot  learn  by  observation. 

5.  Watch  carefully  the  child’s  personal  appearance. 
It  cannot  see  how  others  act,  and  so  readily  acquires  habits 
which  are  disagreeable  to  its  companions.  Some  of  the 
most  common  mannerisms  of  blind  children  are  rocking  the 
body,  twisting  the  head  about,  sticking  the  fingers  into  the 
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eyes,  distorting  the  face,  swinging  the  arms,  stooping  and 
hanging  the  head  in  walking,  and  bend  over  in  sitting.  As 
soon  as  you  observe  such  practices  in  your  child,  you  should 
make  a vigorous  attempt  to  break  them  up ; for,  if  they  once 
become  habitual,  years  of  schooling  may  be  unable  to  over- 
come them. 

6.  Permit  the  blind  child  to  play  as  much  as  possible 
with  seeing  children,  and  to  romp  often  with  them  out  of 
doors.  Frequently  take  the  child  walking,  and  direct  it  in 
some  simple  physical  exercises.  If  it  is  obliged  to  sit  still, 
you  should  at  least  give  it  balls,  pebbles,  blocks,  a doll,  a 
harmonica,  or  such  other  toys  as  appeal  to  touch  and  to 
hearing. 

7.  If  you  would  inform  your  child  of  the  world  about 
it,  you  must  let  it  touch  all  the  objects  that  you  can  get  at, 
and  must  teach  it  to  appreciate  space  and  distance  by  actual 
measurement.  To  cultivate  its  sense  of  touch,  let  it  handle 
familiar  objects,  like  different  woods,  plants,  and  coins. 

8.  Allow  the  child  to  take  part  as  early  as  possible  in 
household  duties.  Allow  it  to  string  buttons  or  shells ; to 
shell  and  pick  over  beans,  peas,  and  nuts ; to  clean  furni- 
ture and  kitchen  utensils ; to  wash  dishes ; to  grind  the 
coffee ; to  peel  the  potatoes ; to  gather  the  fruit  in  the  gar- 
den ; to  feed  the  hens,  doves,  dog,  cat,  and  other  domestic 
animals.  You  can  also  occupy  the  child  pretty  well  in  easy 
handiwork,  such  as  winding  yarn,  braiding  the  hair,  and  in 
coarse  knitting. 

9.  Speak  with  your  child  much  and  often;  for,  since 
it  cannot  read  the  loving  care  which  is  written  on  your 
face,  it  has  special  need  to  hear  your  voice.  Ask  the  child 
frequently  what  it  hectrs  or  feels,  and  induce  it  to  ask  many 
questions  as  to  what  is  going  on  around  it. 

10.  Take  care  what  you  say  before  your  child ; for 
the  blind  child  is  more  attentive  to  all  which  it  hears  than 
the  seeing  child  is,  and  for  this  reason  retains  it  better. 

11.  When  in  the  presence  of  your  child,  never  indulge 
in  expressions  of  pity  for  its  blindness,  and  suffer  no  one 
else  to  do  so.  Such  expressions  can  only  discourage  and 
depress  the  child.  Rather  seek  to  encourage  it  and  to  keep 
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it  engaged  in  happy  activity,  in  order  that  it  may  strive 
cheerfully  and  courageously  to  be  independent  later  in  life, 
and  to  do  without  external  consolation  and  assistance. 

12.  Give  the  child  occasion  to  exercise  its  memory.  A 
good  memory  will  later  be  found  invaluable.  Have  it  com- 
mit to  memory  such  proverbs,  short  poems,  and  stories  as 
it  enjoys. 

13.  The  blind  child’s  moral  and  religious  nature  can 
be  developed  just  as  early  as  the  seeing  child’s. 

14.  As  soon  as  the  child  is  of  school  age  (six  years 
old),  send  it  to  an  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the 
Blind.  To  make  this  possible,  you  must  apply  in  good  sea- 
son, say  six  months  in  advance.  The  superintendent  will 
then  tell  you  what  questions  you  will  have  to  answer  before 
your  child  can  be  admitted. 

Copies  of  the  above  professional  advice  may  be  had  for 
the  asking.  It  was  written  by  Mr.  W.  Meeker,  Director  of 
the  Institution  for  the  Blind  in  Duren,  near  Cologne,  in 
conjunction  with  Dr.  H.  Saemisch,  Consulting  Physician 
and  Professor  of  Ophthalmology  in  Bonn.  Nearly  one-half 
a million  copies  have  been  distributed  in  the  Rhine  Province 
to  parents  and  others.  This  advice  is  the  result  of  the  ex- 
perience of  many  years.  Would  that  every  one  reading  it 
should  take  pains  to  spread  the  information  among  the  peo- 
ple by  word  and  deed,  and  would  that  the  excellent  editorial 
staff  of  the  various  newspapers  should  take  notice  of  it  and 
publish  it  for  the  good  of  the  country!  If  a single  child  be 
saved  from  blindness  by  this  means  a dreadful  misfortune 
will  be  averted. 


73 


Sg-IGatos 


FOR  THE  WESTERN  PENNSYLVANIA  INSTITUTION 
FOR  THE  BLIND 

Made  and  adopted  by  the  members  of  the  Corpora- 
tion, at  a general  meeting  called  for  that  purpose,  and  held 
March  17th,  1887,  with  such  amendments  as  have  been 
made  at  various  meetings  of  the  Corporation,  including  the 
annual  meeting  held  May  14th,  1888,  and  at  the  Directors’ 
meetings. 

BUSINESS. 

1.  The  business  of  this  Corporation  shall  be  managed 
and  conducted  by  a President,  two  Vice-Presidents,  a Board 
of  Directors,  a Clerk  or  Secretary,  a Treasurer,  and  such 
other  Officers,  Agents  and  Committees  as  may  be  appointed 
from  time  to  time  by  the  Directors. 

DIRECTORS. 

2.  The  Directors  shall  be  chosen  annually  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Corporation,  and  shall  hold  their  offices  until 
others  are  chosen  and  qualified  in  their  stead. 

The  Directors  shall  be  divided  into  three  classes,  and 
three  of  them  shall  be  elected  for  a term  of  one  year,  three 
for  a term  of  two  years,  and  three  for  a term  of  three 
years,  respectively;  and,  at  all  ensuing  elections  of  said  Cor- 
poration, the  Corporation  shall  only  elect  the  number  of 
Directors  necessary  to  take  the  places  of  those  whose  terms 
of  office  shall  then  expire,  and  such  Directors  shall  then  be 
chosen  for  a term  of  three  years. 

ANNUAL  MEETING. 

3.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation  for  the 
election  of  Directors  and  the  transaction  of  other  business 


74 


shall  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  May  in  each  year  suc- 
ceeding the  present,  in  the  City  of  Pittsburgh.  Special 
meetings  of  the  members  of  the  Corporation  may  be  called 
by  the  Directors  when  necessary.  Notice  of  all  annual 
meetings  shall  be  published  in  one  newspaper,  in  the  City 
of  Pittsburgh,  at  least  five  days  prior  to  any  such  meeting. 

SECRETARY. 

4.  The  Clerk  or  Secretary  shall  record  all  the  votes  of 
the  Corporation,  and  the  minutes  of  all  meetings  of  the  In- 
corporators, and,  also,  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  in  a book 
kept  for  that  purpose. 

TREASURER. 

5.  The  Treasurer  shall  give  bond  in  the  sum  of  $5,000, 
with  such  securities  as  the  Directors  may  require,  for  the 
faithful  discharge  of  his  duties;  and  he  shall  keep  the 
moneys  of  the  Corporation  in  a separate  account,  and  re- 
port to  the  Directors  whenever  required.  He  shall  pay  all 
warrants  drawn  by  the  Executive  Committee,  and  counter- 
signed by  the  Secretary. 

PRESIDENT. 

6.  The  President,  or  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  shall 
preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Directors,  and  at  meetings  of 
the  members  of  the  Corporation,  and  shall  have  and  exer- 
cise all  the  powers  which  ordinarily  belong  to  the  presiding 
officer  of  representative  bodies. 

QUORUM. 

7.  A majority  of  the  members  of  the  Corporation, 
who  are  present  at  any  regularly  called  meeting,  shall  be 
competent  to  transact  business.  Members  may  attend  in 
person  or  by  proxy. 

POWER  OF  DIRECTORS. 

8.  The  Directors  shall  have  power  to  fill  all  vacancies 
in  the  Board,  which  may  happen  by  death,  resignation  or 
otherwise. 
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9.  The  Directors  shall  have  power  to  make  and  en- 
force all  such  rules  and  orders  as  they  may  deem  reasonable 
or  necessary  for  the  management  of  the  affairs  and  business 
of  the  Corporation,  and  for  the  government  of  its  agents 
and  emploves. 

r ' MEMBERSHIP. 


io.  In  addition  to  the  Corporators  named  in  the  Char- 
ter, members  may  be  admitted  by  the  Corporators  upon  the 
following  terms:  Contributors  of  sums  of  money  or  other 
property  to  the  value  of  $500,  may  be  elected  to  life  mem- 
bership ; and  annual  contributors  of  not  less  than  $50,  may 
be  elected  to  membership,  but,  in  the  latter  case,  such  mem- 
bership shall  terminate  upon  default  of  such  annual  contri- 
bution. All  members  of  the  Corporation  shall  during  the 
period  of  their  membership  be  entitled  to  vote  at  all  general 
meetings  of  the  Corporators. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

11.  The  president  shall,  at  the  organization  of  the 
Board  each  year,  appoint  an  Executive  Committee  consist- 
ing of  five  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  who  shall 
examine  and  approve  all  bills,  and  when  found  in  order, 
issue  warrants  on  the  Treasurer  for  the  payment  of  the 
same.  All  bills  must  be  approved  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, and  every  warrant  drawn  on  the  Treasurer  must  be 
signed  by  the  Chairman  of  that  Committee. 

12.  The  President  shall  appoint  an  Auditing  Commit- 
tee of  three  members,  who  shall  annually  audit  the  accounts 
of  the  Secretary,  Treasurer,  or  other  officers,  and  make  re- 
port thereof  to  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  also  to  the  Cor- 
porators. 

r AMENDMENTS. 

13.  These  By-Laws  may  be  altered  or  amended  by  a 
two-thirds  vote  of  those  present,  at  any  regular  meeting  of 
the  Directors,  provided  due  notice  has  been  given  at  a pre- 
vious meeting,  and  not  otherwise. 


VISITING  COMMITTEE. 

14.  At  the  organization  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
each  year,  the  President  shall  divide  the  members  into  com- 
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mittees  of  two  members  each,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  in 
course,  month  by  month,  as  individually  appointed,  to  spend 
a part  of  one  day  at  the  Institution,  inspect  the  buildings, 
visit  the  class  rooms,  consult  with  the  Superintendent  as  to 
the  interests  of  the  school,  and  report  to  the  Board  at  its 
next  monthly  meeting. 


